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To the Right Honourable 

John LordSoMMERS, 

Baron of Evesham. 



My Lord, 

IT was Vour Lo R D sh i p's opinion 
and encouragement that occafioned 
the firft appearing of this Poem in the 
Folio Edition^.- which from thence hai 
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beer 



been fo well received, that notwith- 
ftanding the price of it was four times 
greater than before, the £de increafed 
double the number every year. The 
Work is now generally known and 
efleemed ; and I having the honour 
to hear your Lordship fay, that 
ft finaller edition of it would be grate- 
ful to the vyorld, inraiediately refolved 
upon printing it in this volume, of 
which I moft humbly beg your ac- 
ceptance, from. 

My LORD, 

Tour Lordship's 
ever obliged Servant. 



THE 

L I F E 

O F 

JOHN MILTON, 

FROM a family, and town of his name 
in Oxfordfliire, our Author derived 
his defcent ; but he was born at London 
in the year i 6q8. The Publilher * of his 
Works in Profe ( on whofe veracity fomc 
part of this narrative muft entirely depend) 
dates his birth two years earlier than this : 
but contradifting himfelf afterwards in his 
own computation, I reduce it to the time 
*" a 3 that 

* Mr» To LAKH. 

i 



vi T'he L I F E of 

that M^nfi eui Ba) > l e hath affigned ; and for 
the fame reafon which prevailed with him 
to affign it. His -father,' Jphii Milton, by 
profeffion a Scriveuer, lived in a reputable 
manner ion a ipjipetent f eftate, entirely 
his owii acquifitfcn ; having b6e» early 
difinherited by his parents for renouncing 
the communion of the church of Rome, 
to which they were zealoufly devoted* 
B^ Ws wife Sarah Cafton he had like*- 
wife one daughter, named Anna ; and 
another fon, Chriftopher, whom he train- 
ed to the praftice of the common laur; 
who in the great rebellion adhered to the 
royal caufe : ahd in the reign of king 
James II. by too eafy a compliance with 
the doftrines of the court, both religious 
and civil, he attained to the dignity of 
being made a judge of the common pleas j 
of which he died divefted not long after 
the Revolution. ' 

But 
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But John, the fiitjeft of the prefent 
<fl&f, was the fiivbuiitc of his father's 
Wpes, who, to cultivate the great genius 
which -tirij (ii(pla3red itfeif, was at the 
expenfe of a domeftic tutor : whofe care 
and capacity his pupil hath gratefoliy ce- 
lebrated lA an excelktit Latin elegy ; the 
fourth in the prefent coUeAioii. 
At his initiaticm he is iaid to '' * '*' 
have applyed himlelf to letters with fuch 
indefatigable induftry, that he rarely was 
prevailed with to quit his fludies before 
mid-night : which not only made him fre- 
quently fubjefl: to fevere pains in his head; 
but likewife occafioned that weakncfs ih 
his eyes, which terminated in a total pri- 
tation of fight. From a domeftic education 
he was removed to St. PaiiPs School, to 
complete his acquaintance with the claC 
•fics under the care of Dr. Gill : and after 
a flxort ftay there, was tranfplanted to 
a 4 Chrift's 
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Chrift's college in Cambridge, 

where he diftinguifhed himfelf 

in all kinds of academical exercifes. Of 

this Ibciety he continued a Member Mil 

he commenced mafter of art^ ; and then 

leaving the univerfity, he returned to his 

father ; who had quitted the Town, and 

lived at Horton in Bucking- 

hamlmre; where he puriuea 

his {Indies with unparalleled alTiduity and 

fuccefs. 

After fome years (pent in this ftudious 
retirement, his mother died : and then he 
prevailed with his father to gratify an incli- 
nation he had long entertained, of feeing 
foreign countries. Sir Henry Wotton, at 
that time provoft of Eaton 
^'^^* college, gave him a letter of 
advice for the direftion of his travels : 
but by not obferving * an excellent maxim 

in 

* I penfieri flrettu cd 1/ vl/o fchlto. 
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m it, he incurred great danger by difputing 

againft the fuperilition of the Church of 

Romei within the verge of the Vatican. 

Having employed hiscuriofity about ^ two 

years in France and Italy, on the news 

of a civil war breaking out in England, 

he returned ; without taking a furvey of 

Greece and Sicily, as, at his fetting out, 

the fcheme was projefted. f At Paris the 

lord vifcount Scudamore, ambaflador from 

king Charles L at the court of France, 

introduced him to the acquaintance of Gro- 

tius ; who at that time was honoured with 

the fame charafter there by Chriftina queen 

of Sweden,: In Rome, Genoa, Florence, 

and other, cities of Italy, he contrafted a 

familiarity with thofe who were of higheft 

reputation 

* Et jam its vlrldi furgehat culmus ariftii^ 
Et tot idem /lavas numeraiant horrea mejfcs, — 
Nee dum ade^at Thyrfisr : p^orem fiit'tcet ilium 
Dukis amor Mufae Thuica retinehat in urbe. 

Epitaphs Dtni« 
f Defenfi9 Secmda. Ptg. 96. Fol. 
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reputation for wit and learning : feveral of 
vrhom gave him very obliging teftimonies 
of their friendfliip, and eiftefem, which are 
printed before his Latin Poems. The firft 
of them was written by Man(b marquis of 
Villa, a great patron of Tkffo, by whond 
he is celebrated in his * Poem on the 
Conqueft of Jerufalem. It' is highly pro- 
bable that to his converfati^ri with this 
noble Neapolitan we owe the firft deiign 
which Milton conceived, of writing an 
epic Poem : and it appears by fome Latin 
verfes addrefled to the marquis with the 
title of Manfus, that he intended to fix 
on king Arthur for his hero : but Arthur 
Avas refcrved to another deftiny ! 

Retuhning from his travels he found 

England on the point of being 

Jn.MM.B2. j^^^i^ed in blood and confu- 

(ion. It fcems wonderful that one of fo 

warm, 
• Pra Catkilier* magnanimi, e corteji, 
vf^y^>?i^ // M^dTo . — Lib. 20. 
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vt^rm, and daring a fpiric, as his certainly 
was^ (hould be f eftrained from the camp 
m thoTe unnatwal commotions. I fuppofe 
wc may impvue it wholly to the great dc. 
iRsrence be pmd':to paftemal audiority^ that 
he retired tolod^ngs provided for him in 
the city : which being commodious for the 
reception of his (ifter's fens, aiid Tome other 
young gentlemen, he nndertec^ their edu- 
cation; and is'faid to have formed them 
on the £ime plan which be ifterwards pu- 
bliftied^ in a fliort tradate ii^cribed to hm 
friend Mr. Hahtlib. 

Ik this philosophical courfe he continued 
without a wife to the year 1643 ; ^h^Bk 
he married Mary the daugh* 
ter of Hichard Powell of Fo- "*• ^^^' ^^^ 
reft-hill in Oxfbrdfliire; a Grentleman of 
eftate and reputation m that county ; and 
of principles fb very oppofite to his fon-in- 
law, that the marriage is more to be won- 
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dered at, than the feparatioh which enfued; 
in little more than a month after fhe.had 
cohabited with him in- London. Her de* 
iertion provoked him both to write feveral 
treatifes concerning the do^hrine^ and di- 
icipline, of divorce ; and alio to make his 
addrefles to a young lady of great wit and 
beauty : but before he had engaged her 
affeAions to conclude the marriage-treaty, 
in a vifit at one of his reladons he found 
his wife proftrate before him, imploring 
forgivenefs, and reconciliation. It is not 
to be doubted but an interview of that 
nature, lb little expefted, muft wonder- 
fully SLScd him : and perhaps the impref 
fions it made on his ima^natfon contribut- 
ed much to the paintmg of that pathetic 
icene in * Par a d i s e Lost, in which 
Eve addrefleth herfelf to Adam for pardon, 
and peace. At the interceffion of his 

•friends 

♦ Book X. ver. 909. 
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friends who were prcfent, after a ihort 
reluftance, he generoufly facrificed all his 
refencment to her tears. 



• Soon bis heart relented 



T'ow^risber^ bis life fi late^ and file delight^ 
Now, at bis feetfubmiffive in dijlrefs ! 

And after this re-union^ k far was he 
from retsdning an unkind memory of the 
provocations which he had received from 
her ill conduft, that when the king's caufe 
.was entirely opprefled, and her father, 
who had been aftive in his loyalty, was 
• expofed to fequeftration ; Milton re- 
ceived both him and his family to pro- 
te^on, and free entertainment, in his own 
houfe, 'till their affairs were accommo- 
dated by his intcre£t in the viAorious 
faftion. 

For 



For he was now grown 
famous by bis polemical writ- 
ings of various kinds> and held in gre^it 
favour and efteem, by thofe who had 
power to difpofe of all preferments in the 
flate. 'Tis in vain to diflemble, and far 
be it from me to defend^ his engaging 
with a party combined in the deftruftion 
of Our church and monarchy. Yet, leav- 
ing the juftification of a mif-guided fince- 
rity to be debated in the fchools, may I 
prefume to obferve in his favour, that his 
zeal, diftempered and furious as it was, 
does not appear to have been infpiritcd by 
ftlfinterefted views. For it is affirmed, 
that though he lived always in a frugal 
retirement, and before his death had dif 
pofed of Ws library (which we may fup- 
pofe to have befen a valuable coUeftion) he 
left no more than fifteen hundred pounds 
behind him for the fupport of his family : 
and whoever confiders the pofts to which 

he 
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he was advanced, and the times m which 
he enjoyed them, will, I beheve^ confefi 
he might have accumulated a much more 
plentiful fortune: in a difpaflienate nund 
it will not require any extraordinary mea* 
fure of candour to conclude, that though 
he abode in the heritage of oppredbrs, and 
the fpoils of his country lay at his feet, 
neither his conicience, nor his honour; 
could (bop to gather them. 

A Commission to confti- 
tute him adjutant-general to *' ot.^t. 
Sir William Waller was promifed ; but Iboa 
fuperfeded by Waller's being laid afide, 
when his mafters thought it proper to new- 
model their army. However, the keennefs 
of his pen had fo effeftuaUy recommended 
him to Cromwell's efteem, that when he 
to€k the reins of government into his own 
hand, he advanced him to be Latin fecre- 
tary, both to himfelf and the Parliament : 
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the former of thefe preferments he enjoyed 
both under the ufurper, and his fon ; the 
other, 'till king Charles 11. was reftored. 
For (bme time he had an apartment for 
his family in Whitehall ; but his health 
requiring a freer acceflion of air, he was 
obliged to remove from thence to lod^ngs 
which opened into St. James's park. Not 
long after his fettlement there, his wife 
died in child-bed: and much about the 
time of her death, a Gutta Serena, which 
had for ieveral years been gradually 
increafiDg, totally extinguifhed his fight. 
In this melancholic condition he was ea- 
Cly prevailed with to think of taking ano- 
ther wife ; who was Catharine the daugh- 
ter of captain Woodcock of Hackney : 
^jid fhe too, in lefs than a year after their 
marriage, died in the fame unfortunate 
manner as the former had done ; and in 
his twenty tfiird fonnet he does honour to 

Tier memory. 

' -■ These 
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These private calamities 
were much heightened, by • * • S^» 
the different figure he was likely to make 
in the new fcene of affairs, which was 
going to be afted in the ftate. For, all 
things now conipiring to promote the king's 
reftoration, he was too confcious of his 
own aAivity during the ufurpation, to 
expeft any favour from the crown : and 
therefore hg prudeptly abfconded 'till the 
aft of oblivion was publifhed ; by which 
he was only rendered incapabl#of bearing 
any office in the nation. Many had a 
very juft efteem of his admirable parts 
and learning, w)io detefted his principles ; 
by whofe intercefllon his pardon pafled 
the feals : and I wifh the laws of civil " 
Ijiftpry could have extended the benefit of* 
that oblivion to the memory of his guilt, 
which was indulged to his pcrfon ; n^ 
tanti facinoris immanitas aut extttiffe, aut 
non vindicata fuijfep videatur. 
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Having thus gained a full iproteftion 
from the government (which was in truth 
more than he could have reafonably hopM) 
he Appeared as much in public as he for- 
merly ufed to do ; and employing his friend 
Dr. Paget to make choice of a third con- 
fort, on his recommendation he married 
. Elizabeth the daughtier of Mr. MinJfhul a 
Chefliire gentleman, by whom he had no 
ifliie. Three daughters by his firft wife 
were then living ; the two elder of whom 
jire faid to have been very ferviceable to him 
in his ftudies- For, having been inftrufted 
to pronounce not only the modern, but 
alio the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, lan- 
guages ; they read in their refpeftive ori- 
ginals whatever authors he wanted to con- 
fult ; though they underftood none but 
their mother-tongue. This employment, 
however, was too unpleafant to be conti- 
nued for any long procefs of time ; and 

therefore 
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therfefote he difmifled them to receive an 
education more agreeable to their fex^ and 
temper. 

We come now to take a furvey of him 
^n that point of view, in which he will 
be looked on by all fucceeding ages with 
equal delight, and admiration. An interval 
of above twenty years had eLapfed fince he 
wrote the Malk of * Comus, • ,5. 

L' Allegro, llPenforofo, and ' § *9« 
§ Lycidas ; all in fuch an exfuifite drain ! 
that though he had left no other monu- 
ments of his genius behind him, his name 
had been immortal. But, neither the in- 
firmities of age and conftitution, nor the 
viciflitudes of fortune, could dcprefs the 
vigour of his mind ; or divert it from exe- 
cuting a defign he had + long conceived 
of writing an heroic poem. The fall of 
man was a fubjeft which he had fome 
A 2 yeati 

f Par. Lost. 5. 9. V* a6* \ 
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years before fixed on for a tragedy, which he 
ifittnitd to form by the models of antiquity : 
and fbme, not without probability, lay the 
play opened with that fpeech in the fourth 
Book of Paradise Lost, ver. 32, 
which is addrefled by Satan to the Sun, 
Were it material, I believe I could pro- 
duce other paflages which more plainly 
appear to have been originally intended 
for the (bene. But whatever truth therp 
may be in this report, Ms certain that he 
did not begin to mold his fubjeA in the 
form which it bears now, before he had 
concluded his controverfy with Salmafius 
and More ; when he had wholly loft the 
ufe of his eyes; and was forced to em- 
ploy in the office of an amanuends any 
friend who accidentally paid him a vifit. 
Yet, under all thefe difcouragements, and 

various 



JOHN MILTON. xxi 

various interruptions, in tbe 
• year i66^ he pubfilhed his ' ' 

Paradise Lost; the nobkft poem> next 
to thofe of Homer and Virgil, that ever 
the wit of man produced in any age or 
nation. Need I mention any other evi- 
dence of its inedimable werth^ than that 
the fincft jgentufes #li0 have fucceeded 
him have ever dfteemed it a merit to relifb, 
and illuftrate, its beauties ? Whilft the 
critic who gazed, with (b much wanton 
malice, on tbe nakednefs of Shakefpear 
when he flept, after having f formally de* 
clared wa« againf): it, wanted courage to 
make his attack; fluihed though he was 
with his conquefts over Julius Casfar, and 
the Moor ; which infblence his mufe, like 
A 3 the 

* MiJtonV Contract w/M his Bookfelhr S. Simmons 
for the Copy hears Date April 27, 1^67. 

•f- The Tragedies of tb^ /aft age con/iifer'd^ Y» '^^NV 
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the other aflaffines of Caefar, * fevcrely 
revenged on herfelf ; and not long after 
her triumph became her own executioner. 
Nor is it unworthy our obfervation, that 
though, perhaps, no one of our Englifli 
poets hath excited (b many admirers to 
imitate his manner, yet I think never any 
was known to afpire to emulation: even 
the late ingenious Mr. Philips, who, in 
the colours of flyle, came the neareft of 
all the copiers to refemble the great origi- 
nal, made his diftant advances with a filial 
reverence ; and reftrained his ambition 
within the fame bounds which Lucretius 
prefcribed to his own imitation. 

And 



Nott it a cert an Ji cupldus^ qu^m propter amwrem 
Quod T E imitari aveo ; quid enim contendat hirund^ 
Cycnis ?—- 
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And now perhaps it may pa(s for fic- 
tion, what widi great veracity I affirm to 
be faft, that Milton, after having with 
much difficulty prevailed to have this di- 
vine poem licenfed for the prefe, could 
fell the copy for no more than fifteen 
pounds : the payment of which valuable 
confideration depended on the fale of three 
numerous impreilions. So unreafonably 
may perlbnal prejudice affeft the mofl ex- 
cellent performances ! 

About * two Years after, 
together with Samson Ago- •''* ' ^' 
NiSTES (a tragedy not unworthy the 
Grecian flage when Athens was in her glo- 
ry) he publilhed Paradise REGAiN'or 
But, Ob ! what a falling off was there ! — 
.Of which I will fay no more, than that 
there is fcarceiy a more remarkable in* 
fiance of the frailty of human reafon, than 
A 4 our 

* They were licen/ed Ju\y a, l6iO» but m\ ^v\vAc\ 
%^/y tAejear enfuing. 
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our author gave in preferring this poem 
to Pa&adisje Lost ; nor a more inflru^ 
ive caution to the beft writers, to be Very 
diffident in decidmg the merit of their own 
produ£tions. 

And thus having attended him to the 
fixty fixth year of his age, as clofely as fuch 
imperfeft lights, as men of letters, and retire- 
ment, ufually leave to guide our mquiry, 
would allow ; it now only remains to be re- 
ji jgy. . A corded, that in the year 1 674 
the gout put a period to his 
life at Bunhill near London ; from whence 
his body was conveyed to St. Giles's church 
by Cripplegate, where it lyes interred in^ 
Chancel ; but neither has, nor wants, a 
monument to perpetuate his memory. 

In his youth he is faid to have been 
extremely handfom : the colour of his hair 
was a light-brown: the fymmetry of his 
features exaft; enlivened with an agrees 

aUe 
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able air, and a beautiful mixture of fiiir 
and ruddy : which occafioned the marquis 
of Villa to give his * epigram the fame 
tarn of thought, which Gregory arch-dea- 
con of Rome had employed above a thou- 
fand years before, in praifing the amiable 
complexions of fbme Engliih youths, be- 
fore their converfion to Chriftianity. His 
ftature (f ^s we find it meafured by 
hiiqfelf) did not exceed the middle- fize; 
neither too lean, nor corpulent : his limbs 
well proportioned, nervous, and active : 
ierviceable in all refpe£b to his exercifing 
the {word, in which he much delighted ; 
and wanted neither ikilli nor courage, to 
refent an affront from men of the mcrfl 
athletic conftitutions. In his diet he was 
^bflemious: not delicate in the choice of 

his 

* Ut menSyforma^ decor ^ facteSf moSy fi pietas fic^ 
Non Anglus, vgrhm herein Angelas iffe fores. 

f D^ffifio /ccunda, p. 87, Fdl. 
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his di/hes ; and ftrong liquors of all kinds 
were his averfion. Being too fadly con- 
vinced how much his health had fufFered 
by night-ftudies in his younger years, he 
ufed to go early (feldom later than nine) 
to reft; and rofe commonly before five in 
the morning. It is reported, (and there is 
a paflage in one of his Latin elegies to 
countenance the tradition) that his fancy 
made the happieft flights in the Spring : 
but one of his nephews ufed to deliver it 
as M I L T o N 's own obfervation, that his 
invention was in its higheft perfefHon from 
September to the Vernal .Equinox : how- 
ever it was, the great inequalities to be 
found in his compofures are inconteftible 
proofs, that in (bme feafons he was but 
one of the people. When blindneft re- 
ftrained him from other exercifes, he had 
a machine to fwing in, for the prefervation 
of his health ; and diverted himfelf in his 

chamber 
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chamber with playing on an organ. His 
deportment was cre(k, open, affable ; his 
converfation eafy, chearful, inftruftive ; 
his wit on all occafions at command, fa- 
cetious, grave, or fatirical, as the fubje£b 
required. His judgment when dif-engag- 
ed from reHgious and political fpeculations, 
was juft and penetrating; his apprehen- 
fion, quick; his memory, tenacious of 
what he read ; his reading, only not Co 
extenCve as his genius, for that was uni- 
verfal. And having treafured lip fuch im- 
menfe ftores of fcience, perhaps the facul- 
ties of his foul grew more vigorous after 
he was deprived of his fight : and his iina* 
gination (naturally fublime, and enlarged 
by reading romances, ♦ of which he was 
much inamourod in his youth) when it 
was wholly abftrafted from material ob- 
jefts, was more at liberty to make fuch 

amazing 

' iK/ ^jpoh£jif$r Smeftymuus, f . \T\ • FaU ^ 
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amazing cxcurfions into the ideal worU> 
when in compofing liis divine worlc be 
was tempted to range 

Beyond the vifible diurnal fpbere. 

With fo many iaccomplilhments, not to 
have had feme fauhs, and misfortunes, to 
be laid in the balance with the hmt, and 
felicity, of writing Paradise Lost, 
would have been too greiat a portion for 
humanity. 

Elijah Fenton. 
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rv^ H £ works of ioferior Geniules have their iiifimcy, 
and often receive additions of ftrength and 
beauty, in the fcveral imprcffions they undergo whilft 
Acir Authors livct but the following Poem came 
into the world, like the Perfens whom it celebrates, 
in a date of maturity. However, though in the firft 
Edition it was difpofed into Ten Books only, Milton 
thought proper in the Second to make a new (Jivifion 
of it into Twelve : not, I fuppoib, with refpe^t to 
the i&^/x (for he was, in both (enfes of the phrafe, 
above Imitation) but more probably, becaufe the 
length of the Seventh and Tenth required a Paufe in 
the Narration, Ife divided them, each into Two : on 
which diftribution, to the beginning of thofe Books 
which are now the Eight and Twelfth, he added the 
following Verfcs which were neceflary to make a 
Ck)nnedion. 

Book VIII. vcr. i. 

The j/ngel enied^ and in AdamV ear 
So charming left his votce^ that he a-while 
Thought htm ftill fpeaktng ; flill flood fix' d to hear ; 
Then^ as nfw wak'd, thus gratefully re^^'d« 



POSTSCRIPT. 

The latter half of the verfc was taken from tliis 
in the fiift Edition^ 

To whom thus Mam gratefully reply'd. 

Book XII. ver. i. 

j{s one who in his journey bates at noon^ 

Though bent onfpeed: fo here th' Arch- Angel paus^d^ 

Betwixt the world deftrofd^ and world reftor^d; 

If Adam ought perhaps might interpofe : 

Then, with tranfition fweet, new fpeech refimes* 

At the fame time the Author made ibme few additions 
in other places of the Poem, which are here inferted 
for the fatisfadHon of the curious^ 

Book V. ver. ^37. 

*' They cat, they drink, and with refection fweet 
** Are fiird, before th* all-bounteous King, ifc* 

were thus enlarged in the Second Edition. 

They eat, they drink, and in communion Jweet 
Quaff immortality, and joy, (fecure 
Of furfeit, where full meafure only bounds 
Excefs) before th' all-bounteous King, isc. 

Book XI. ver. 484. after, 

^ Inteftine ftone, and ulcer, cholic-pangs, 

tbedc three verfes wcxc added^ Demoniac 

\ 



POSTSCRIPT. 

toamomac fhrenr^^ moaplng melancholy^ 
And moon-ftruck madnefi^ fining atrophy; 
Mara/muSf and wide-wafling peftilence. 

And Vcr. S5^* ^ *^® ^^^^ ^^^ (which was origi- 
nally thus, 

« Of rcnd'ring up. Michael to him rcply'd) 

receiv'd this addition. 

Of rend'ring up, and patiently attend 
My dijjolutien. Michael reply'd« 

To what I have faid in the Life, of our Author's 
having no Monument, it may not be improper to add ; 
that I dcfired a Friend to enquire at St. Gileses Church ; 
where the Sexton (hewed him a fmall Monument, 
which he (aid was fuppofed to be Milton's; but 
the Inicription had never been legible fince he was 
employed in that office, which he has poflefled about 
forty Years. This, fure, could never have happened 
in fo fhort a fpace of time, unlefs the Epitaph had 
been induftrioufly eras'd : and that fuppofition carries 
with it fo much inhumanity, that I think we ought 
to believe it was not eredbed'to his Memory. 
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^ntis, ct qu^m funeftis concurritur Iris, 
l>uni ferus hie fteJJas protegit, ille rapic ! 
"Yi vulfos montes, ecu tela reciproca, tor^aenCt 
^t non mortaJi defuper igne pluunt ; 
: dubius cui fe parti concedat Olympus; 
It metuit pugnae non rupercile fuac. 
Umul in coeJis M ESS I A£ infignia fulgent, 
it currus animcs, armaque digna DEO ; 
*rendumque rotae ftrident, et faeva rotaruixi 
ilrumpunt torvis fulgura luminibus ; 
Hammae vibrant, et vera tonitrua rauco 
l^dmiftis flammis infonuere polo : 
:::idit attonitis mens omnis, et impetus omnis, 
!lt caffis dcxtris irrita tela cadunt. 
poenas fugiunt," et (ceu foret Orcus afylum !) 
nfernis certant condere fe tenebris. 
lite RoMANi Scriptores, ceditc Gkaii, 
ilt quos Fama recens, vel celebravit anus : 
&c quicunque leget, tantum cecltiifle putabit 
^AEONiDSM Ranas/ ViRGiLiUM Cuiices. 



Sam. Barkow, M. D« 
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I N 

Fa&adisum Amissaj^ 

SaMMI FOETAE 

JOANNIS MiLTONI. 

QUI legis Amissam Paradisum, grandta Magr 
^ Carmina Miltoni, quid nifi cunda legis ? 
&es cun^as, et cundarum primordia rerum 

£t fata, et fines, continet i(te liber. 
Intima panduntur magni penetralia mundi ; 

Scribitur et toto quicquid in orbe latet : 
Tcrraeque, tra^ftufque maris, coelumque profundunii 

Sulphureufque Erebi, fiammivomufque fpecus. 
<iuaeque colunt terras, pontumque, et Tartari caeca 

Quaeque coJunt fummi lucida regna poli« 
£t quodcumque uliis conclufum eft iinibus ufquam ^ 

Et fine fine Chaos, et fine fine DEUS : 
Et fine fine magis, (fi quid magis eft fine fine) 

In CHRIS TO crga homines conciliatus amor* 
Haec qui fperaret, quis credere t efle futura ? 

Et tamcn baec hodi^ terra Brit A nn a legit. 
O quantos in bella Duces ! quae protttlit arma ! 

Quae canit et ^quanta praelia dira tuba ! 
Coeleftis acies ! atquc in certamine coelum I 

£t quae coeleftes pugna deceret agros ! 
Qvantus in aetheriis tolJit (e Lucifer armis ! 
' jAtquc ip/b graditur vix Michaels minor ! 



Quantis, ct qu^m funcftis concurritur iris, 

Dum ferus hie fleJias protegit, iile rapit ! 
Dum vulfbs montes, ecu tela rectproca, tor^aentf 

Et non mortaJi dcfuper igne pluunt ; 
Stat dubius cui fe parti eoneedat Olympus; 

Et metuit pugnae non fupercile fuac. 
At limul in eoeJis M ESSI AE infignia fulgent, 

Et eurrus animcs, armaquc digna DEO; 
Horrendumquc rotae ftrident, et faeva rotarunl 

Erumpunt torvis fulgura luminibus ; 
Et flammac vibrant, et vera tonitrua rauco 

Admiftis flammis infonuere polo : 
Excidit attonitis mens omnis, ct impetus omni9» 

Et cadis dextris irrita tela cadunt. 
Ad poenas fugiunt," et (ceu fbret Orcus afylum !) 

Infernis certant conderc fe tenebris. 
Cedite Romani Scriptores, cedite GRAir, 

Etquos Fama recens, vel celebravit anus : 
Haec quicunque leget, tantiim cecfniflc putabit 

Maeonidsm Ranas, Virgilium Cuiices. 



Sam. Barkow, M, D. 
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On Paradise Lost. 



WHEN I beheld the Poet blind, yet bold, 
, In flender book his vaft defign unfold ; 
MESSIAH crown*d, GOD's rcconcird decree. 
Rebelling Angels, the forbidden Tree, 
Heav'n, Hell, Earth, Chaos, All ! the argument 
Held me a-while mifdoubting his intent ; 
That he would ruin (for I {aw him ftrong) 
The (acred Truths to fable, and old fong : 
So Sampson grop'd the temple's ports in fpight, 
Tbc world o'erwhelming to revenge his fight. 

Yet as I read, loon growing lefs fcvere, 
I lik'd his project, the fuccefs did fear ; 
Through that wide field how he his way (hould find. 
O'er which lame faith leads underftanding blind ; 
Left he pcrplex'd the things he would explain. 
And what was caly, he fhould render vain. 

'Or, if a work fb infinite he (pann'd. 
Jealous I was that fbme lefs Ikilhil hand 
(Such as difquiet always what is well. 
And by ill imitating would excell) 
Might hence prefume, the whole creation's day 
To change in fcenes, and fhew it in a play. 

Pasdon me, mighty Poet! nor deipife 
My caufeiefs, yet not impious, furmife. 
But I am now convinced, and none will dare 
Within thy Labours to pretend a (hare. 
Thou haft not mifs*d one thought that could be fit ; 
And all that was improper doft omit : 

So 



So that no room is here for writers left. 
But to dete(5t their ignouincc, or thclt. 

That majefty, which through thy work doth reign, 
Draws the devour, deterring the profane : 
And Things divine, thou treat'lt of in I'uch ftate, 
As them prcferves, and thee inviolate. 
At once ciclight and horror on us feife, 
Thou fing'ft with fo much gravity and eafe ; 
And above human flight doft foar aloft, 
"With plume fb ftrong, fo equal, and fo foft ! 
The bird nam'd from that Paradife you (ing 
So never flags, but always keaps on wing. 

Where could*ft thou words of fuch a compafs find i 
Whence furnifh fuch a va(t expenfc of mind f 
Juft Heav'n thee, like Tiresia s, to requite, 
Rewards with prophefy thy lofs of fight. 

Well might'ft thou /corn thy readers to allure 
With tinkling rhyme, of thy own fenfe fecure ; 
W^hilethe Town-bays writes all the while and fpcUs, 
And like a pack-horie, tires without his bells. 
Their fancies like ohr bufliy-points appear, 
The Poets tag them, we for fafhion wear. 
I too tranfported by the mode commend ; 
And while I mean to praifo thee, mud offend. 
Thy Verfe created like thy theme fublime, 
la number, weight, and meafure, needs not rhyme* 



Andrew Majlvell. 
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The Verse: 

By Milton. 

^TT^HE mcafureis English Heroic Vcrfc, with- 
X out Rhyme, as that of Homer in Greek, and 
ofViRGiL in Latin; Rhyme being no neceflary 
adjundl, or true ornament of Poem or good verfe, 
in longer works efpecially ; but the invention of a 
'barbarous age, to let-ofT wretched matter and lame 
metre ; grac'd indeed fince by the ufe of fome fa- 
mous modern Poets canied away by cuftom, but 
much to their own vexation, hindrance, and con- 
ilraint to exprefs many things otherwife, and for the 
moft part worfe, than elfe they would have expreft 
them. Not without caufe, therefore, fome, both Ita- 
lian and Spanish, Poets of prime note, have re- 
ceded Rhyme, both in longer and (horter works ; as 
have alfo long fince our bed English Tragedies; 
as a thing of itfelf, to all judicious Ears, trivial and 
of no true mufical delight ; which coniifts only in 
apt Numbers, fit quantity of fyllables, and the ienfi: 
varioufly drawn out from one verfe into another ; 
not in the jingling found of like endings ; a fault 
avoided by the learned Antients both in Poetry, and 
all good Oratory. This negledt then of Rhyme fo 
little is to be taken for a defeA, though it may 
feem fo perhaps to vulgar readers, that it rather is to 
be efteem*d an example fet, the firft in English, 
of antient liberty recovered to Heroic Poem, from 
the troublefome and modem bondage of Rhyming. 

THE 
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FIRST BOOK 
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PARADISE LOST. 



The A R G U M E N T. 

This firft book propofes^ fir ft in brief, the whole fubjeff, 
man^s difobeaience, and the lofs thereupon of Paradife 
wherein he was placed* Then touches the prime caufe 
of his [ally the fer pent y or rather Satan in the fer pent ; 
who, revolting from God, and drawing to his fide many 
legions of Angels, was, by the command of God, driven 
out of heaven, with all his crew, into the great deep. 
Which a^iionpafs^d over, the Pqem haftes into the midfl 
of things, prefenting Satan with his Angels now fallen 
into hell, defcrib^d here, not in the centre (for heaven 
and earth may be fuppos^d as yet not made, certainly 
not yet accursed) but in a place of utter darknefs, fit Heft 
called Chaos : Here Satan, with his Angils, lyifig on 
the burning lake, thunder-ftruck and aftoni/h'^d, after a 
certain fpace recovers, as from confufion, calls up him 
who next in order and dignity lay by him ; they confer 
of their mifer able fall, SatAn awakens all his legions^ 
who lay ^t'lll then in the fame manner confounded : they 
rife ; their numbers, array of battle, their chief leaders 
• vam'df according to the. idols- known afterwards in Ca^ 

• ©aan, and the countries adjoining^ To thef* Satan di- 
rect his fpeech, comforts them with hope yet ofregairi" 
ing heaven ; but tells them, laftly, of a new worlds and 
new kind of creature to be created; according to an an-* 
tient prophecy or report in heaven : for inat Angels 
were long before this vifible creation, was the opinion 
of many ant tent Fathers. To find out the truth of this 
prophecy, and what to determine thereon, he refers to 
a full council, IVhat his ajfociates thence attempt. 
Pandasmonium, the palace o^ Satan, rifes^ fuddenly 
built out of the deep : the infernal Peers there fit in 
council. 



PARADISE LOST. 



BOOK I. 



OF Man's firft difobcdiencc, and the fruit 
Of til at forbidden tree, whole mortal tafte 
Brought death into the world, and ail our woe, 
With lofs of Eden, till one greater Man 
Reftore us, and regain the blifsful feat, 5 

Sing, hcav'nly Mu(e ! that on the fccrct top 
Of Ores, or of Sinai, didft infpirc 
That (hepherd, who firft taught the chofcn feed. 
In the beginning how the heavens, and earth, 
Rofe out of Chaos. OrifSioNhill 10 

Delight thee more, and Siloa's brook that flow'd 
Fail oy the oracle of God ; I thence 
Invoke thy aid to my advent'rous (bng • 
That with no middle flight intends to (bar 
Above th' A ONI AN mount, while it purfues . 15: 
Things unattempted yet in profc or rhyme. 

And chiefly thou, O Spirit ! that doft prefer 
Before all temples th* upright heart and pure, 

. B4 UftxMd. 
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Inftru^l: me, for thou know'ft ; thou from the firft ' 
Waft prclent, and with mighty wings out-fpread, 20 
Dove-like, fat'ft brooding on the vaft Abyfs, 
And mad*ft it pregnant : what in me is dark. 

Illumine ! what is low, raife and fupport ! 

That to the height of this great argument 

I may aflert eternal Providence^ 25 

And juftifie the ways of G od to men. 

Say firft, for heav'n hides nothing from thy view, 
Kor the deep tradl of hell, fay firft, what caufe 
Mov'd our grand Parents in that happy ftatc, 
Favour'd of heav'n fo highly, to fall off 30 

From their Creator, and tranfgrefs his will 
For one reftraint, lords of the world belides ? 
Who firft fcduc*d them to that foul revolt ? 
Th' infernal ferpent ! he it was, whofe guile, 
Stirr'd up with envy and revenge, deceived 3^ 

The mother of mankind, what time his pride 
Had caft him out from heav'n, with all his hbtt 
Of rebel Angels : by whofe aid afpiring 
To fet himlelf in glory above his Peers, 
He trufted to have equalled the moft High, 40 

If he oppos'd : and with ambitious aim, 
Againft th^ throne, and monarchy of God, 
Rais'd impious war in heav'n, and battle proud. 
With vain attempt. Him the Ahnighty Pow*r 
HurPd headlong flaming from th' ethereal fky, 45 
With hideous ruin and combuftion, down 
TjO bottomlefs perdition ; there to dwell 
In adamantine chains and penal fire. 
Who durft defy th' Omnipotent to arms. 
t^tee tiroes the fpace that meafures day and lugjlt 
To mortal men, he, with his horrid crew, 51 

Ltj vanquUh'd, rolling in the fiery gulf, . . . 
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Coofounded though immortal ! But his doom 

Referv'd him to more wrath ; for now the thought 

Both of loft happinefs, and Jafting pain, 55: 

Torments him. Round he throws his baleful eyes, 

That witnefs'd huge affliction and difmay, 

Mix*d with obdurate pride, and ftcdfoft hate. 

At once, as far as angels ken, he views 

The difmal (ituation waflc and wild : 60 

A dungeon horrible! on all fides round, 

As one great furnace, llam'd : yet from thoft flames 

>fo light, but rather darknefs viiible, 

Serv'd only to difcover fights of woe : 

Regions of fbrrow ! doleful (hades I where peace 65 

And reft can never dwell I hope never comes. 

That comes to all : but torture without end 

Still urges, and a fiery deluge, fed 

"With ever-burning fulphur unconfum'd ! 

Such place eternal juftice had prepar'd 70 

For thole rebellious ; here their prilbn ordain'd, 

In utter darknefe ; and their portion fct 

As far removed from God, and lijght of heav'n, 

As from the centre thrice to th' utmoft Pole. 

O how unlike the place from whence they fell ! 75 

There the companions of his fall, o'erwhelm'd 

With floods and whirlwinds of tempeftuous fire. 

He fbon difcerns ; and welt'ring by his fide 

One next himfclf in pow'r, and next in crime. 

Long after known in Palestine, and nam'd 80 

Beelzebub: To whom th' arch-enemy. 

And thence in heav'n call'd Satan, with bold words, 

Breaking the b()rrid filence, thus began. 

Ir ikoa beeS he — But O how faU'n ! howchaog'd 
From him ! who in the happy realms of light 
Gkath'd with tranfccndcnt brichtrfefe> ^AS. wiX^vtvtt 
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Myriads tho' bright ! If he, whom mutual league, 

United thoughts and counlels, equal hope. 

And hazard in the glorious enterprize, 

join'd with me once, now mifery hath join'd po 

In equal ruin ! Into what pit thou fecft. 

From what height fall'n ; (o much the ftronger prov'd 

He with his thunder ! and till then who knew 

The force of thofe dire arms f Yet not for thofc, 

Tsor what the potent vidor in his rage pr 

Can elk infli^i, do I repent, or change. 

Though chang'd in outward luftre, that fix'd mind 

And high difdain, from fenfe of injur'd merit. 

That with the Mightieft rais'd me to contend : 

And to the fierce contention brought along loo 

Innumerable force of ipirits arm'd, 

That durft diflike his reign : and mc preferring. 

His utmoft pow'r with advcrfe pow'r oppos'd. 

In dubious battle on the plains of hcav'n. 

And (hook his throne. What tho* the field be lofl ? 

All is not loft ; th' unconq^uerable will, io5 

And ftudy of revenge, immortal hate. 

And courage never to fubmit or yield ; 

And what is elfe not to be overcome ? 

That glory never fhail his wrath or might i lo 

Extort from me, to bow and fue for grace 

"With fuppliant knee, and deify his pow'r. 

Who from the terror of this arm fo late 

Doubted his empire : That were low indeed ! 

That were an ignominy and fhame beneath i rj 

This down£il ! fince, by fate, the flrength of Gods, 

And this empyreal fubftance cannot fail; 

Since through experience of this great event. 

In arms not worfe, in forefight much advanced,: 

Wc may, with more fuccefsful hope, q:folva - lao 

To wage, by force or guile, eternal war, ^ 
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Irreconcileable to our grand fbc ; 

WTjo now triumphs, and in ih' cxccfs of Joy 

Sole reigning, holds the tyranny of heaven. 

So fpake th' apoflate Angcl, thougli in pain ; i :; 
Vaunting aloud, but rackM with deep deipair ; 
And him thus anfwerM foon his bold compeer. 

O Prince ! O chief of many throned Powers, 
That led th' imbattcird Serapliim to war 
Under thy condu<ft ! and in dreadful deeds 130 

Fearlefs, indanger*d heav'n's perpetual King, 
.And put to proof his high lupremacy. 
Whether upheld by (Irength, or chance, or fate; 
Too well I fee and rue the dire event, 
That with fad overthrow and foul defeat 135" 

Hath loft us heav*n : and all this mighty hoft 
In horrible deftrudlion laid thus low, 
As far as Gods, and heav'nly efTences, 
Can pcrifli : for the mind and fpirit remains 
Invincible, and vigour fbon returns, 140 

Thougli all our glory cxtin<fl, and happy ftate. 
Here fwallow'd up in endlefs mifery ! 
But what if he our conqu'ror (whom I now 
Of force believe Almighty, fince no lefs 14 a 

Than fuch could have o*er-power'd fuch force as ours; 
Have left us this our fpirit and ftrength entire, 
Strongly to fufFer and fupport our pains ; 
That we may fo fuffice his venfjeful ire, 
Or do him mightier fervice, as his thralls 
By right of war, whate'er his bufinefs be, i jo 

Here in the heart of hell to work in fire, " 

Or do his errands in the gloomy Deep f 
What dHl it the{i avail, though yet we feel 
Strength undiminilh'd, or eternal Being, 
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To undergo eternal punifhment ? I J5 

Whereto with fpeedy words th' Arch-fiend reply'd. 

Fall'n Cherub ! to be. weak is miferable. 
Doing or fufTering : but of this be fure, 
To do ought good never will be our talk ; 

I But ever to do ill our fble delight ; i6o 

As being the contrary to his high will 
Whom we refift. It then his Providence 
Out of our evil feek to bring forth good, 
Our labour mull be to pervert that end, 
And out of good ftill to find means of evil : |6^ 

Which oft-times may fucceed, fb as perhaps 
Shall grieve him, if I foil not, and diflurb 

fHis inmoft couniels from their deflin'd aim. 
But fee ! the angry vidlor hath recall'd 
His minifters of vengeance and purfuit, 170 

Back to the gates of heav'n : the fulph'rous hail 
Shot after us in ftorm, o'cr-blown, hath laid 
[ The fiery furgc, that from the precipice 

[ Of heav'n received us falling : and the thunder, 

r Wing'd with red lightning and impetuous rage, 17J 

Perhaps hath {pent his (hafts, and ceafes now 
To bellow through the vaft and boundlefs Deep. 
Let us not flip th' occafion, whether fcorn, 
Or fatiate fury, yield it from our foe. 
Seed thou yon dreary plain, forlorn and wild, 180 
The feat of defblation, void of light, 
- Save what the glimmering of ihefe livid flames 

Calls pale and dreadful f thither let us tend 
From off the toffing of thefe fiery waves ; 
There reft, if any reft can harbour th^re : 185 

And re-aflembling our afflided Dowys^ ^ 
Confult how we may henctffim&srfl otkna 
Our enemy ; our own lofs How^l^r ; 

How 
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How overcome this dire calamity ; 

What reinforcement we may gain from hope ; ipo 

If not, what refoiution from defpair. 

Thus Satan talking to his neareft mate. 
With head up-iift above the wave, and eyes 
That fparkling blaz'd ; his other parts bclidcs 
Prone on the flood, extended long and large, ip j 
Lay floating many a rood : in bulk as huge 
As whom the fables name, of monftrous lize, 
TiTANiAN, or EARTH-born, that warr'd on Jove, 
Briareus, or Typhon, whom the den 
By ancient Tarsus held; or that fca-beaft aoo 
Leviathan, which God of all his works 
Created hugeft that fwim th' ocean ftream : 
(Him, haply (lumb'ring on the Norway foam, 
The pilot of (bme fmali night-founder'd fkifl^ 
Deeming fome ifland, oft, as fca-men tell» 20j 

With fixed anchor in his fcaly rind. 
Moors by his dde under the Lee, while nigbt 
Inverts the fea, and yviflied morn delays.) 
So ftretch'd out huge in length the Arch-fiend lay, 
Chain'd on the burning lake : nor ever thence 2 10 
Had ris*n, or heav'd his head, but that the will 
And high permiffion of all-ruling heaven. 
Left him at large to his own dark defigns : 
That with reiterated crimes he might 
Heap on himfelf damnation, while he (ought 21 g 
Evil to others ; and enrag'd might fee. 
How all his malice (erv'd but to bring forth 
Infinite goodnefs, grace, and mercy (hewn 
On man by bim feduc'd : but on himfelf 2 ip 

Treble cUmufion, wrath, and vengeance pour'd. 
Forthwi^ upright he rears from on* the pool 
tfii mighty flature^ on C9fi\i lapA ^^ws^^\ 
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Priv'n backward flope their pointing fpires, and rowJ'd 

In billows, leave i' th' midit a horrid vale. 

Then with expanded wings he ftecrs his flight 22^ 

Aloft, incumbent on the dulky air, 

That felt unufual weight ; 'till on dry land 

He lights, if it were land that ever burn'd 

"With folid, as the lake with liquid fire : 

And fiich appcar'd in hue, as when the force 230 

Of fubtorrancan wind tranfports a hill 

Torn from P el or us, or the fhatter'd fide 

Of thund'ring AItna, whofe combuftible 

And fuel'd entrails thence conceiving fire, 

SublimM with mineral fury, aid the winds, 235" 

And leave a fingcd bottom all involved 

With ftench and fmoke : fuch refting found the fole 

Of unblcfsM feet ! Him follow'd his next mate, 

Both glorying to have 'Icap'd the Stygian flood, 

As Gods, and by their own recovered flrength ; 

Not by the fuff'rance of fupcmal pow'r, 24 x 

I s this the region, this the foiU the clime, 
(Said then the lolt Arch-Angel) this the feat. 
That we muft change for heav*n ? this mournful gloom 
For that coelellial light f be it fo I fince he . 2.]^ 

Who now is Sovereign can difpofe, and bid 
What fliall be right : fartheft from him is beft, 
Whom reafon hath equall'd, force hath made fuprcme 
Above his equals. Farewel happy fields, 
Where joy for ever dwells ! hail horrors 1 hail 25*0 
Infernal world ! and thou, profoundeft hell. 
Receive thy new poflcflbr ! One, who brings 

< A mind not to be chang'd by place or time. 
The mind is its own place, and in it felf 
Can make a heav'n of hell, a hell of heaven. . • /ajj 

Wbat matter where, if I be ftill the fame. 
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And what I (hould be, all but lefs than he 
Whom thunder hath made greater ? Here at leaft 
We fhall be free ; th' Almighty hath not buiJt 
Here for his envy • will not drive us hence : 260 
Here we may reign fecure ; and, in my choice. 
To reign is worth ambition, tho' in hell : 
Better to reign in hell, than ferve in heav'n. 
But wherefore let we then our faithful friends, 
Th' aflbciates and copartners of our lofs, 26^ 

Lye thus aftonifh'd on th* oblivious pool, 
And call them not to (hare with us their part 
In this unhappy manfion : or once more 
With rallied arms to try, what may be yet 
Regained in heav'n, or what more loft in hell ? 270 

So Satan fpake, and him Beelzebub 
Thus anfwerM : Leader of thofe armies bright, 
Which but th' Omnipotent none could have foiiM ! 
If once they hear that voice, their livelieft pledge 
Of hope in fears and dangers, heard fo oft 27 j 

In worft extremes, and on the perilous edge 
Of battle when it rag'd, in all afTauIts 
Their fureft lignal, they will foon refume 
Vew courage, and revive, tho' now they lye 
Grov'ling and proftrate on yon lake of fire, 280 
As we erewhile, aftounded and amaz'd ; 
Nowoqder, fall'n fuch a pernicious height! 

He fcarcehad ceas'd, when the fuperior fiend '?. 
Was moving tow'rd the fhore : his pond'rous fhield. 
Ethereal temper, madie, large and round, 285 

Behind him caft ; the broad circumference 
Hang oa bis flioulders like the Moon, whole orb 
Thio* optibk glafs the Tuscan artift N\t.>i;^ 
Ater'ninj; mm the top of FesolEs 
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Or in Va L D A R N o, to defcry new lands, 2^ 

Rivers, or mountains, in her fpotty globe. 
His fpear (to equal which the talleft pine 
Hewn on Norwegian hiJIs, to be the maft 
of fome great Ammiral, were but a wand) 
He walkM with, to lupport uncalie fteps 295 

Over the burning marie ; not like thofe fteps 
On heaven's azure 1 and the torrid clime 
Smote on. him ibre befides, vaulted with fire, 
Nathiefs he fo indur'd, 'till on the beach 
Of that inflamed fea he Hood, and call'd 300 

His legions. Angel-forms, who lay intrans'd. 
Thick as autumnal leaves that ftrow the brooks 
In Vallombrosa, where th' Etrurian (hades 
High over-arch'd imbow'r ; or (catter'd fedge 
Afloat, when with fierce winds Orion arm'd 305: 
Hath vex'd the Red-Sea coaft, whofe waves o'erthrcw 
Busiris, and his Memphian chivalry, 
Wliile with perfidious hatred they purfu'd 
The fojourners of G o s h e n, who beheld 
From the fafe fhoar their floating carcafes, 3 la 

And broken chariot wheels ; (b thick beftrown» 
Abjedl and loft lay thefe, covering the flood. 
Under amazement of their hideous change. 
He call'd fo loud, that all the hollow Deep 
Of hell refoundcd : Princes, Potentates, 3 if 

Warriors, the flow'r of heav'n I once yours, now loft. 
If fuch aftoniihment as this can feize 
Eternal fpirits : or have ye chos'n this place 
After the toil of battle to repofe 
Your wearied virtue, for the eafe you find 32Q 

To flumber here, as in the vales of heav'n ? 
Or in this abject pofture have ye fwom 
T' adore the conqueror ?. who now beholds 
Cberuh and Senph lowling ia the flood, 

With 
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With fcatter'd arms and enfigns ; till anon 32^ 

I His fwift purfucrs from heav'n-gates difcern 
; Th' advantage, and defcending tread us down 
Thus drooping : or with Jinked thunderbolts 
Transfix us to the bottom of this guJph. 
■ Awake, arife, or be for ever fairn ! 33O 



I T H £ Y heard, and were abafh'd, and up they fprung 
I Upon the wing ; as when men, wont to watch 
i On duty, fleeping found by whom they dread^ 
' Rouze and beftir tiiemfcives ere well awake. 
! Nor did they not perceive the evil plight 33^ 

In which they were, or the fierce pains not feel j 
Yet to their General's voice they loon obey'd, 
Innumerable I As when the potent Rod 
Of Am RAM's (on, in JEc ypt's evil day, 
Wav'd round the coaft, up caird a pitchy cloud 340 
Of locufts, warping on the eaflern wind. 
That o'er the realm of impious Pharaoh hung 
Like night) and darken'd all the land of Nile: 
So numberlefs were thofe bad Angels, feen 
Hov'ring on wing under the cope of hell, 34 J 

*Twixt upper, nether, and furrounding fires i 
'Till, as a fignal giv'n, th' uplifted fpear 
Of their great Sultan waving to dire(ft 
Their courfe, in even ballance down they light 
> On the firm brimftone, and fill all the plain : 35:0 
5^1 A multitude ! like which the populous north 
Pour'd never from her frozen loins, to pafs 
Rhene or the Danaw, when her barbarous fons 
. i Came like a deluge on the fbuth, and ^read 

. Beneath Gibralter to theLvBiAN fands. 355 
f ^ Forthwith from ev'ry (quadron, and each band, 
' i The Heads and Leaders thidier hade where flood 
\i. Their great Commander ; God^iike (ha.pt& axA Cckiea 
i . C ^^tJl. 
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Excelling human. Princely Dignities, 

AndPow'rs ! that ear(t in heaven fat on thrones, 360 

Tho' of their names in heav'nly records now 

Be no memorial ; blotted out and rasM, 

By their rebellion, from the books of life. 

Nor had they yet among the fons of E v e 3^4 

Got them new names ; *till wand'ring o*er the earth, 

Thro' God's high fufferance for the tryal of man. 

By falfities and lies the greateft part 

Of mankind they corrupted, to forfakc 

God their Creator, and th' invifible 

Glory of him that made them, to transform 370 

Oft to the image of a brute, adorn 'd 

With gay religions full of pomp and gold, 

And Devils to adore for Deities : 

Then were they known to men by various names. 

And various idols thro' the heathen world. 375 

Say, Mufc ! their names then known j who firft, who 
Rouz'd from the flumber, on that fiery couch, (laft. 
At their great Emp'ror's call, as next in worth 
Came fingly where he ftood, on the bare ftrand. 
While the promiicuous croud ftood yet aloof? 380 
The chief were thofe, who, from the pit of hell 
Roaming to feek their prey on earth, durft fix 
Their feats long after next the feat of G o D, 
Their altars by his altar, Gods ador'd 
Among the nations round, and durft abide 385 

Jehovah thundVing out of S i o n, thron'd 
Between the Cherubim ; yea, often plac'd 
Within his fan*5luary it felf their (hrincs, 
Abominations ! and with curled things 
* His holy rites and iblemn feafts profan'd, 390 

And with their darknels durft aftront his lig^t. 
FjtA Moloch, horrid king, befmear'd with Uood 

Of 
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of human facrifice, and parents tears ; 

Tho*, for the noife of drums and timbrels loud, 

Their childrens cries unheard, that part thro' fire . 39J 

To his grim idoJ. Him the Am monite 

Worfhip'd in Rabba, and her wat*ry plain. 

In Arc OB, and in Basan, to the iiream 

Of u I mod Arnon. Nor content with fuch 

Audacious neighbourhood, the wifefl heart 400 

Of Solomon he led by fraud, to build 

His temple right againft the temple of G o D,. 

On the opprobrious hill ; and made his grove 

The plca(ant valley ofHiNNOM, Tophet thence 

And black Gehenna call'd, the type of hell. 405 

Next Chemos, th* oblcene dread of M gab's ions 

From Aroar to Nebo, and the Wild 

Of fbuthmoft Abarim; in Hesebon 

And HoRONAiM, Seon's realm, beyond 

The flow'ry dale of Sib ma, clad with vines 5 410 

And El e ALE, to th' Asph altic pool: 

Peor his other name, when he entic*d 

Israel in Sittim, on their march from Nile, 

To do him wanton rites, which cofl them woe. 

Yet thence his luiiful Orgies he enlarged 415 

Even to that hill of fcandal, by the grove 

Of Moloch homicide ; luft hard by hate ; 

'Till good Jos I ah drove them thence to hell. 

With thefe came they, who, from the bord'ring flood 

Of old Euphrates, to the brook that parts 420 

^GYPT from Syrian ground, had general names 

Of Baalim, and Ashtaroth; thofe male, 

Theft feminine : (For fpirits when they pleafe 

Can either (ex alTume, or both ; fo loft 

And uncompounded is their ellence pure% 435 

Not t^'d or manacled with Joint or limb. 

Nor foimded on the brittle (trength of bc^cs^ 

C 2 \s^ 
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Like cumbrous flcfh ; but in what fliape they chufe. 

Dilated or condensed, bright or obfcure, 

Can execute their airy purpofes, 430 

And works of love or enmity fulfil.) 

For thofe the race of I s r a e l oft forlbok 

Their living ilrength, and unfrequented left 

His righteous altar, bowing lowly down 

To bedial Gods ; for which their heads as low 435 

Bow'd down in battel, funk before the fpear 

Of defpicable foes. With thefe in troop 

Came Astoreth, whom the Phoenicians call'd 

AST ARTE, queen of heaven, with crefcent horns : 

To whofe bright image nightly by the moon, 440 

SiDONiAN virgins paid their vows and fongs ; . 

In Sign al(b not unfung, where ftood 

Her temple on th' offenfivc mountain, built 

By that uxorious king, whole heart, tho* large, 

BcguilM by fair idolatrefles, fell 445 

To idols foul, T HAM MUZ came next behind, 

Whofe annual wound in Lebanon allur'd 

The Syrian damfeis, to lament his fate 

In am'rous ditties all a fummer's day ; 

While fmooth Adonis from his native rock 45*0 

Ran purple to the fea, fuppos'd with blood 

Of T HAM MUZ yearly wounded: the love-tale 

Infected Sign's daughters with like heat; 

Whofe wanton paffions in the ftcred porch 

EzEKiEL law, when, by the viflon led, 4^5* 

His eyes furvey'd the dark idolatries 

Of alienated Judah. Next came one 

Who mourn'd in earned, when the captive Ark 

Maim'd his brute image, head and hands lop'd off 

In his own temple, on the grunfel edge 460 

Where be fell flat, and fham'd his worihipperi.- ■ 

Dagon his name ; fea-^monfter ! upward man 

And 
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And downward fifh : yet had his temple high 
Rcar'd in Azotus, dfcaded through the coaft 
Of Paljestine, in Gath, and Ascalon, 465 
And A CCA RON, and Gaza's frontier bounds. 
HimfolIowM RiMMON, whofe delightful feat 
Was fair Damascus, on the fertil banks 
Of Abbana, and Pharphar, lucid dreams ! 
He alio againft the houfe of God was bold : 470 
A leper once he loft, and gain'd a king, 
A HAz, his (bttifh conqueror, whom he drew 
God's altar to difparage, and difplace 
For one of Syrian mode, whereon to bum 
His odious ofF'rings, and adore the Gods 47J 

Whom he had vanquifhM. After thefe appeared ^ 
A crew, who under names of old renown, 
Osiris, Isis, Orus, and their train, 
With monftrous fhapes and fbrceries abusM 
Fanatic ^gypt, and her priefts, to feek 480 

Their wand'ring Gods difguis'd in brutifh forms. 
Rather than human. Nor did Israel Tcapc 
Th* infe(5lion, when their borrowed gold compos'd 
The calf in Oreb *, and the rebel king 
.Doubled that fin in Bethel, and in Dan, 485 
Lik'ning his Maker to the grazed ox, 
Jehovah 1 who in one night when he pafs*d 
From JKgyvt marching, equalled with one ftrokc 
Both her firft-born and all her bleating Gods. 
Belial came iaft, than whom a (pirit more lewd 
Fell not from heaven, or more grots to love 49 1 
Vice for it felf : to him no temple ftood, 
Or altar finok'd *, yet who more oft than he 
In temples, and at altars, when the prieft 
Turns athcift, as did JEli's fons, who fill'd 495 
With luft and violence the houfe of God .' 
la Gonm and paJaces he alfo re'igas, 
f^-> C3 >xA 
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And in luxurious cities, where the noifc 

Of riot alcends above their loftieft tow'rs, 

And injury, and outrage : and when night 500 

Darkens the ftreets, then wander forth the fbns 

Of Belial, flown with infolencc and wine : 

Witnefs the ftreets of Sodom, and that night 

In Gibe AH, when the hofpitable door 

Expos'd a matron, to avoid worfe rape. 5:05: 

These were the prime, in order and in might ; 
The reft were long to tell, tho* far renown'd, 
Th' Ionian Gods, of Javan*s iffue, held 
Gods, yet confefs'd later than heav'n and earth. 
Their boafted parents. Titan, heav*n's firft-born, 
With his enormous brood, and birthright leizM yii 
By younger Saturn : he from mightier Jove, 
His own and Rhea's fbn, like meafure found; 
So Jove ufurping reign 'd : thefe firft in Crete, 
And Ida known; thence on the fnowy top 515" 
Of cold Ol YMPUs rul'd the middle air, 
Their higheft heaven; or on the Delphian cliff. 
Or in Do DONA, and thro' all the bounds 
Of Doric land ; or who with Saturn old 
Fled over Adria to th' Hesp.erian fields, 520 
And o'er the Celtic roam'd the utmoft ifles. 

All thefc, and more, came flocking, but with looks 
Down-caft and damp ; yet fuch wherein appear'd 
Obfcure (bmeglimpfc ofjoy, to have found their Chief 
Not in defpair, to have found themfelves not loft 525 
In lofs it ielf ; which on his countenance caft 
Like doubtful hue: but he his wonted pride 
Soon recoIle^SHng, with high words, that bore 
Semblance of worth, not fubftance, gently rais'd 
Their fainting courage, and difpeil'd their fears. ^36 
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Then flrait commands that at the warlike found 
Of trumpets loud, and clarions, be uprear'd 
His mighty ftandard : that proud honour ckim'd 
A z A z EL as his right, a cherub tall ; 
Who forthwith from the glittering ftaiTunfurl'd 53 jT 
Th' imperial enfign ; which, full high ad vane 'd. 
Shone like a meteor ftreaming to the wind. 
With gems and golden luftre rich imblaz'd, 
Seraphic arms and trophies ; all the while 
Sonorous metal blowing martial founds : 5*40 

At which the univerfal hofl up fent 
A fhout that tore hell*s concave ; and beyond 
Frighted the reign of C h A o s and old Night. 
All in a moment thro* the gloom were fcen 
'Ten thoufand banners rife into the air, 445 

With orient colours waving : with them rofc 
A foreft huge of fpears ; and thronging helms 
Appeared, and ferried fhields in thick array. 
Of depth imraeafurable : anon they move 
In perfect Phalanx, to the Dorian mood 5-5-0 

Of flutes, and fbft recorders ; fuch as raised 
To height of nobleft temper Heroes old 
Arming to battel ; and inOead of rage. 
Deliberate valor breath*d, firm and unmovM 
With dread of death to flight, or foul retreat ; f;>S 
Nor wanting pow*r to mitigate and fwage. 
With fblenm touches, troubled thoughts, and chafe 
Anguifh, and doubt, and fear, and fbrrow, and pain. 
From mortal or immortal minds. Thus they 
Breathing united force, with fixed thought ^60 

Mov*d on in filence to fbft pipes^ that charm'd 
Their painful fteps o'er the burnt foil : and now 
Advanced in view, they Hand, a horrid front 
Of dreadful length, and dazling arms, in guife 
Of warriors old with order'd fpcar and ftv«ld> s^<^ 
C 4 ^c^•^^»^^ 



20 ParadiseLost. Book I. 

Awaiting what command their mighty Chief 

Had to impofe : he thro' the armed files 

Darts his cxperiencM eye, and foon traverfe 

The whole battalion views, their order due, 

Their vifages and ftature as of Gods j 570 

Their number laft he fums. And now his heart 

Diftends with pride, and hard'ning in his ftrength 

Glories : for never fince created man 

Met fuch imbodied force, as nam'd with thefe 

Could merit more than that fmall infantry ^j^ 

"Warr'd on by cranes ; tho' all the Giant brood 

OfPHLEGRA with th' Heroic race were join'd. 

That fought at Thebes and Itix/M, on each fide 

Mix'd with auxiliar Gods ; and what refbunds 

In fable or romance of Uther's fon, 580 

Begirt with British and Armoric Knights; 

And all who fmce, baptiz'd or infidel, 

Joufted in Aspramont, or Montalban, 

Damasco, or Morocco, or TrebisonJd; 

Or whom Biserta fent from A frig fhoar, 585 

When Charlemain with ail his peerage fell 

By F o N T A R A B B I A. Thus far thefe beyond 

Compare of mortal prowefl, yet obferv'd 

Their dread Commander : he, ahove the reft 

In fhape and gelture proudly eminent, 590 

Stood like a tow'r : his form had yet not loft 

All her original brightnefs, nor appearM 

Lefs than Arch-Angel ruin'd, and th* excefs 

Of glory obfcur'd : as when the fun new-ris'n 

Looks thro* the horizontal mifly air, 5*9 5* 

Shorn of his beams; or from behind the moon, 

In dim eclipfe, difaftrous twilight Iheds 

On half the nations, and with fear of change 

Perplexes monarchs ; darkenM fo, yet fhone 

-Above them all th* Arch- Angel : but his fecc 600 

k Dee^ 
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Deep fears of thunder had intrcnch'd, and care 
Sat on his faded cheek, h\it under brows 
Of dtuntlefs courage, and coniid'rate pride 
Waiting revenge-, cruel his eye, but caft 
Signs of remorfe and paflion, to behokl doj 

T^e fellows of his crime, the followers rather, 
(Far other once beheld in bllfs ! ) condemn'd 
For ever now to have their lot in pain ; 
iiilillions of fpitits, for his ^ult amerc'd 
Of heav'n, and from eternal fpiendors flung tf lO 

For his revolt ; yet faithful how they (bod, 
Their glory wither'd : as wlien heaven's fire 
Hath fcath'd the ibreft oaks, or mountain pines, 
"With iiAged top their (lately growth, tho' bare. 
Stands on the biafted heath. He now prepared 6lg 
To fpeak, whereat their doubled ranks they bend 
From wing to wing, and half inclofc him round 
With all his Peers : attention held them mute : 
Thrice he aflfay'd, and thrice in fpight of fcorn. 
Tears, fuch as Angels weep, burft forth ; at laft 620 
Words, interwove with fighs, found out their way. 

O MYRIADS of immortal fpirits ! O PowVs • 
Matchlefs, but with th' Ainvighty ! and that ftrife 
Was not inglorious, tho' th* event was dire. 
As this place tedifies, and this dire change, 62s 

Hateful to utter : but what pow'r of mind, 
Forefeeing, or prefaging, from the depth 
Of knowkdge pad or prefent, could nave fear'd, 
How fuch united force of Gods, how fuch 
As ftood like thefe, could ever know repulfe ? 6^0 - 
For who can yet believe, tho' after lofi, , 

That all thefe puifTant legions, wljpfe exile 
Hath emptied heav'n, fhall fail to re-aicend, 
Sdfnis'a, snd re^poffeb their xuitive ieax\ 
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For roe be witnefs all the hoft of heav'n» 6^^ 

If councils different, or danger fhun'd 

By me, have ioft our hopes ; but he who reigns 

Monarch in heav'n, 'till then as one fecure 

Sat on his throne, upheld by old repute, 

Conient, or cuftom, and his regal ftate 640 

Put forth at full, but dill his flrength conceal'd. 

Which tempted our attempt, and wrought our fall. 

Henceforth his might we know, and know our own ; 

So as not either to provoke, or dread 

Kew war, provok'd. Our better part remains 64s 

To work in clofe defign, by fraud or gude» 

What force effeffted not : that he no lefs 

At length from us may find, who overcomes 

By force, hath bvercome but half his foe. 

Space may produce new worlds ; whereof (b rife 6j^o 

There went a fame in heav'n, that he ere-long 

Intended to create ; and therein plant 

A generation, whom his choice r^ard 

Should favour equal to the fbns of heav'n : 

Thither, if but to pry, (hail be perhaps 6j;j 

Our firft eruption, thither or* elfewhere : 

For this infernal pit (hall never hold 

Coeleftial fpirits in bondage, nor th' Abyls 

Long under darknefs cover. — But theie thoughts 

Full counfel mud mature : peace is defpair'd, 660 

For who can think fubmiffion ? War then, war, 

Open or undcrftood, muft be refolv'd. 

H E (pake : and to confirm his words out-ilew 
Millions of fiaming fwords, drawn from the thighs 
Of mighty Cherubim : the fudden blaze 66^ 

Far round illumin'd hell ; highly they rag'd 
Againd the Higheit, and fierce with grafped arms 
CUa/h'doxi rheir founding (hields the din of war. 

Hurling 
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Hurling defiance toward the vault of hcav'n. 

There flood a hill not far, whofe grifly top 670 
Belch'd fire and rowling fmoke ; the rel\ entire. 
Shone with a glolTy fcurf ; (undoubted figa 
That in his womb was hid metallic ore, 
The work of fulphur) thither wingM with fpeed 
A numerous brigad haClen'd : as when bands 67^ 
of pioneers, with fpade and pick-ax arm'd, 
Fore-run the royal camp, to trench a field, 
Or caft a rampart: Mammon led them on, 
Mammon, the lead erc^^cd fpirit that fell 
From heav*n; for ev*n in heav*n his looks, and thoughts. 
Were always downward bent ; admiring more 68 1 
The riches of heav*n*s pavement, trodden gold. 
Than ought divine or My elfe, enjoy 'd 
In vifion beatific : by him firlt 
Men alfo, and by his fuggcltion taught, 62^ 

Ranfack'd the centre, and with impious hands 
Rifled the bowels of their mother earth, 
For treafures better hid. Soon had his crew 
OpenM into the hill a fpacious wound, 
And digg'd out ribs of gold. (Let none admire 6po 
That riches grow in hell ; that foil may beft 
Deferve the precious bane.) And here let thofe 
Who boafl in mortal things, and wond'ring tell 
Of Babel, and the works of Memphian kings. 
Learn how their greatefl monuments of fame, 6p^ 
And (Irength, and art, are eafily out-done 
By fpirits reprobate, and in an hour. 
What in an age they with inceflant toil, 
And hands innumerable, fcarce perform. 
Nigh on the plain in many cells preparM, 700 

That underneath had veins of liquid fire 
Sluc'd from the lake, a fecoud nv>3\ux>3A« 

I 



24 Par ADisE Lost. Book L 

"Willi wond*rous art found out the mafTy ore ; 
Severing each kind, and fcumm'd the bullion drofs : 
A third as loon had form*d within the ground 705 
A various mold ; and from the boiling cells 
By {Irangc conveyaiice fill'd each hollow nook : 
As in an organ, from one blaft of wind, 
To many a row of pipes the found-board breathes. 
Anon out of the earth a fabric huge 710 

Rofe like an exhalation, with the found 
Of dulcet fymphonies, and voices fwect ; 
Built like a temple, where pilafters round 
Were fet, and Doric pillars, overlaid 
With golden architrave : nor did thejr want 71J 
Cornice, or freeze, with body fculptures grav'n; 
The roof was fretted gold. Not Babylon, 
Nor great Alcairo, fuch magnificence 
. Equaird in all their glories, to infhrlne 
Belus, or Serapis, their Gods; or feat 720 

Their kings, when A) g Y p t with Assyria flrove 
In wealth and luxury. Th' afcendlng pile 
Stood fixt her (lately height : and ftrait the doors 
Op'ning their brazen folds, difcover wide 
Within, her ample fpaces, o*er the fmooth 72J 

And level pavement : from the arched roof, 
Pendent by fubtle magic, many a row 
Of ftarry lamps, and blazing credets, fed 
With Napththa and Afphaltus, yielded light 
A« from a iky. The hafty multitude 730 

Admiring enter'd, and the work fbme praife. 
And fbme the architedt : his hand was known 
In heav'n by many a towred ftruAure high. 
Where fccptred angels held their residence. 
And fat as Princes ; whom the fupreme King 735 
Exalted to fuch powV, and gave to rule, 
^^^i& /a Ju9 hierarchy t the Orders briglit : 

-Rot 

L 
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Nor was his name unheard, or unadorM, 

In ancient Greece; and in Ausof^ian land 

Men cali'd him Mulciber ; and how he fell 470 

From heav'n they fabled, thrown by angry JoVE 

Sheer o'er the cryftal battlements ; from morn 

To noon he feJi, from noon to dewy eve* 

A fummer's day ; and with the fetting fun 

Drop'd from the Zenith like a falling itar, 7/) 5 

On Lemnos th' £gean ide : thus they relate, 

Erring ; for he with this rebellious rout 

Fell long before ; nor ought availed him now 

T' have built in heav'n high tow'rs ; nor did he 'fca|X5 

By all his engins, but was headlong fent 750 

With his induftrious crew to build in hell 

Mean while, the winged heralds by command 
Of fov'reign pow'r, with awful ceremony 
And trumpets found, throughout the hoii proclaim 
A Iblcmn council forthwith to be held 75-^ 

At P AND JEM ONI UM, the high capital 
Of Sata N and his Peers ; their fummons cali'd, 
From every band and fquired regiment. 
By place or choice the worthieft, they anon 
With hundreds, and with thoufknds, trooping came 
Attended: all accefs was throng'd, the gates 761 
And porches wide, but chief the fpacious hall 
(Though like a cover'd field, where champions bold 
Wont ride in arm'd, and at the Sold an 's chair 
Defi'd the beft of P anim chivalry 76^ 

To mortal combat, or carrierc with lance)' 
Thick fwarm'd, both on the ground, and in the air» 
Brufli'd with the hifs of rufling wings. As bees 
In fpring time, when the fun with Taurus rides. 
Pour forth their populous youth about the hive 779 
In clofters ; they among fre(h dews» and flovi\«^ ^ 
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Fly to and fro, or on the fmoothed plank, 

The luburb of their liraw-built citadel, 

New rubM with baulm, expatiate, and confer 

Their ftate affairs : io thick the aery croud 775" 

Swarm*d> and were ftrcighten*d, till the (ignal giv'n : 

Behold a wonder ! they but now who feem'd 

In bignefs to furpafs Earth's giant fons, 

Now icfs than fmalleft dwarfe, in narrow room 

Throng numbcrlefs, like that Pygmean race 780 

Beyond the Indian mount, or Fairy Elves ; 

"Whofe midnight revels, by a foreft fide, 

Or fountain, I'ome belated peafant fees. 

Or dreams he fees ; while over-head the moon 

Sits arbitrefs, and nearer to the earth 785 

Wheels her pale courfe : they, on their mirth and dance 

Intent, with jocund mufic charm his ear s 

At once, with joy, and fear, bis heart rebounds. 

Thus incorporeal fpirits to fmalleft forms 

Reduc'd their fhapes immenfe ; and were at large, 

Though without number ftill, amidfl the hall 791 

Of that infernal court. But far within. 

And in their own dimenfions like themfelves. 

The great Seraphic Lords, and Cherubim, 

In clofe recefs ; and fecret conclave fat ; 795: 

A thoufand Demi-Gods on golden feats. 

Frequent and full ! After fhort fUence then. 

And fununons read, the great confult began. 

Th end of the firft Book. 
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The ARGUMENT. 

The confultatlon begun^ Satan l^etafes whether am^ir 
battle be to be hazarded for the recovery of heaven; 
fome adv'tfe /V, othen d'tjfuade. A third protofal is 
prefer* d, mentioned before by Sitan, tofearch tne truth 
of that prophecy or tradition in heaven^ concerning ano- 
ther world, and another kind of creature^ equaly or 
not much inferior to themfelveSy about this time to be 
created i thiir dwbt taho /haU be fent oU this difficult 
fearch : ^atan their chief under taies alone the voyage; 
is honoured and applauded. The council thus eimed^ 
the reft betake them fever al ways, and to fever al em- 
ploymentSy as their inclinations lead them, to entertain 
the time * till S^tzn return. He pajffes on his journey . 
to hell gates, finds them flntt, and who fat there to 
guard themy by whom at length they are opened, and 
^ difcover t» him the ^eat gulf tetweit^ hm anf hsff- 
t ven t nmth i»kat d^ulty he paffks -through Mr^^id 
by Chaos, the Power of that place, to the fight of 
this new world which he fought. 
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HIGH on a throne of royal ftaic, which far 
Outflione the wealth oFOrmus, and of Ind^ 
Or where the gorgeous eaft, with richeft hand, 
Showrs on her kings Barbaric pearl, and gold, 
Satan exalted fat, by merit raisM g 

To that bad eminence : and from defpair ^ 
Thus high uplifted beyond hope, ajpires 
Beyond thus high ; infatiate to purfue 
Vain war with heaven •, and, by fucccfs untaught, 
His proud imaginations thus dilplay'd. lo 

Pow'rs and Dominions, Deities of heav'n 1 
(For fince no Deep within her gulph can hold 
Ilniriortai vigour, though opprcfs'd and fall'n, 
I give not heav'n for iolt : from this defcent 

D Coeleilial 
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Cceleftlal virtues rifing, wUl appear 15 

More glorious and more dread than from no (aIJ» 

And tmft themfelves to fear no fecond fate.) 

Me though jud right, and the iixM laws of heav'n 

Did firft create your Leader ; next, free choice ; 

TVith what befides, in council or in fight, 20 

Hath been atchiev'd of merit : yet |his lofs 

Thtis fir Sit lead recovered, hath much more 

Efttbliih'd in a fafe unenvied throne, 

Yielded with full confent. The happier ftate 

In heav'n, which follows dignity, might draw 35 

Envy firom each inferior : but who here 

Will envy whom the higheft place expofes 

Foremoft to ttand againff the Thund'rer's aim. 

Your bulwark ; and condenms to greateft (hare 

Of endlefs pain ? Where there is then no good 30 

For which to drive, no ftrife can grow up there 

From faction : for none fure will claim in hell 

Precedence ; none, whofe portion is fo ftnall 

Of prefent pain, that with ambitious mind 

Will covet more ! With this advantage then jj 

To union, and firm faith, and firm accord. 

More than can be in heav'n, we now return 

To claim our juft inheritance of old. 

Surer to profper than profperity 

Gould have affurM us : and by what bed way, 40 

Whether of open war, or covert guile. 

We now debate : who can advife may ipeak. 

He Ceas'd; and next him Mo log, fceptred king, 
I^Stood up, the dronged and the fierced fpirit 
That fought in heav'n, now fiercer by dcfpair : 45 
His tniit was with th' Eternal to be deem'd 
Equal in.drength ; and rather than be lefs, 
Gar'd not to be at all ; with that care loft 

Went 
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Went all his fear : of God, or hell, or worfc 50 
He reck'd not ; and thefe words hereafter fpake : 

M Y fentence is for open war : of wileiy 
More inexpert, I boafl not : them Jet thofe 
Contrive who need ; or when they need» not now 2 
For while thev fit contriving, (hall the refl. 
Millions that uand in arms, and longing wait 5 J 
The fignal to afcend, fit lingering here 
Heav'n's fugitives, and for their dwelling-place 
Accept this dark opprobrious den of ihame^ 
The prifbn of his tyranny, who reigns 
By our delay f No ! let a» rather chufe, 60 

Arm'd with hell flames and fury, all at once 
O'er heav'n's high tow'rs to force refiitlefs way» 
Turning our tortures into horrid arms 
Againil the torturer : when to meet the nolfa 
Of his Almighty engine he fhall hear tfj 

Infernal thunder ; and for lightning, fee 
Black fire, and horror, fhot with equal rage 
Among his angels : and his throne itielf 
Afix'd with Tartarean fulphur, and ilrange fiit^ 
His own invented torments. — But perhaps 70 

The way feems difficult, and fleep, to fcale 
With upright wing againft a higher fbe.-^-— 
Let fuch bethink them (if the fleepy drench 
Of that forgetful lake benumb not ftill) 
That in our proper motion we afcend 75 

Up to our native feat : defcent and fall 
To us is adverfe. Who but felt of late, 
When the fierce foe hung on our broken xere 
Infulting, and purfuM us thro' the Deep, ^ 
With what compulflon, and laborious fiight, 80 

.We (hnk thus low ? Th' afcent is eafie then ; 
Th' event is fear'd ; fhould we again provoke 

D 2 0>» 
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Onr ftnbager, fome worfe way his wrath may find 

To out idcflrudion : if there be in hell 

Fear to be worfe deftroy'd. AVhat can be worfc 85 

Than to dwell here, driven out from blifs^ condemn'd 

In this aUiorred deep to utter woe ! 

Where pftki of inextioguifhable fire 

Muft exercife as, without hope of end, 

The vadais. of his anger, when the fcourge 90 

Inexorable, and the torturing hour. 

Calls OS to penance ? more dellroyM than thus, 

We (hould be quite abolifh'd, and expire. 

What fear we then ? what doubt we to incenfc 

His utmoft ire i which to the height enrag'd, 95* 

Will either quite confumc us, and reduce 

To noticing this»^entiai ; happier far. 

Than miferable to have eternal Being. 

Or if ou(' fubflatKe be indeed divine, 

Aiid cannot ceafc to be, we ace at worfl loO 

On this fide nothing : and'by proof we feci 

Our pow'r.fuf[icient to didurb his heav'n. 

And with perpetual inixKiesK) alarm, 

Thoaglb^ inaixefrible, hi^ fktal throne : 

Which, if not vidory, is yet revenge. 105 

Hb ended frowning, and his look denounc'd 
Pefperate revenge, and battle dangerous 
To lefs than G^s. On th' other fide uprofc 
Belial, in a<^ more graceful and humane : 
A fairer perfon loil not heaven •, he feem'd i ]• 

For dignity compps'd, and high exploit : 
But all was fidfe and hollow ; though his tongue 
Prop'd Manna, and cou*d make the worfe appear 
The better reafbn, to perplex and dafh 
Matureft covnfels : for his thoughts were low: 115 
To vice indttftriotts, but to nobler deeds 

1 TimVous^ 
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Tim'rous, and flothful : yet he picas'd the car, 
And with peifuafive accent thua hcgan. 

I Should be much for open war, O Peers 1 
As not behind in hate, if what was urg'd 120 

Main teadin to perfuadc immediate- war. 
Did not difTuade me mofl ; and fetm to caft 
Ominous conjedlure on the whole I'ucccis ; 
When he who mod excels in fact of arms. 
In what he counfels, and in what excels, 12^ 

Miflruflfui, grounds his courage on deipair, 
And utter dilfolution, as the ^ope 
Of all his aim, after ibme dire revenge. 
Firft, what revenge ? The low'rs of heav*n are fiU'd 
Wkh armed watch,* -that render all accefs 130 

Impregnable : oft on the bordering Deep 
Encamp their legions ; or with obfcure wii^. 
Scout far and wide intonfae realm of night. 
Scorning furprize. Or could we break our way 
By force, and at our heels all hell (hould rile 1 35 
With blackefi Infurrediion, to confound 
Heav'n*s purefl light ; yet our great enemy. 
All incorruptible, would on his throne 
Sit unpolluted ; and th' etheteal mold 
Incapable of ilain, would fbon expel 140 

Her mifchief, and purge off the bafer fire, 
Vidlorious. Thus repuls'd, our final hope 
Is £at defpair ; we mull exafperate 
Th* Almighty Viiftor to fpend ail his rage. 
And that mult end us ; that muit be our cure, 145 
To be no more. — Sad cure! for who would lofe» 
Though full of pain, this intellectual Being ; 
Tliofe thoughts, that wander through eternity; 
To perifh rather, fwallow'd up and lo(t 
In the wide womb of uncreated nig.ht, \s^ 

D 3 "Ti^N^v^ 
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Pevoid of fenfe tnd motion ? And who knows, 

Let this be good» whether our angry fee 

Can give it, or will ever : How he can, 

Is doubtful ; that he never will, is fuic. 

Will he, fo wife, let loofe at once his ire, 15-5 

Belike thro* impotence, or unaware. 

To. give his enemies their wi(h, and end 

Them in his anger, whom his anger faves 

To punifhcndlefs?' Wherefore ceafe we then. 

Say they, who counfel war ? We are decreed* i do 
Referv'd, and deftin'd to eternal woe : 
Whatever doing, what can we fufFer more ; i 

What can wc fuffer worfe ? —— - Is this then wor(^ 
Thus fitting, thus confulting, thus in arms ? » 

What ! when we fled amain, purfu'd and ftrook 1 6§ 
With heav'n's afHiding thunder, and befougbt . 
The Deep to fhelter us ? This hell then fecm*d 
A refuge from thofe wounds. Or, when we lay 
dhain'd on the burning lake f That fure was wor(cw 
What if the breath that kindled thofe grim fires, |.\<:. 
Awak'd, fhouk) blow them into fevenfold rage, •Wyi, 
And plunge us in the flames f Or, from above. 
Should intermitted vengeance arm again 
His red right hand to plague us f What if all •' ' - 
Her (lores were opened, and this firmament 175 
Of hell fhould fpout her cataradls of fire ^ 
Impendent horrors ! threatning hideous fall 
One day upon our heads f while we perhaps 
Defigning or exhorting glorious war. 
Caught in a fiery tempefl;, (hall be burPd 180 

Each on his rock transfix'd, the (port and prey 
Of racking whirlwinds : or for ever funk 
Under yon boiling ocean, wrapt in chains ; 
There 10 convcrfe with everlafting groans, 
Vurelphed, unpitied, unrepricv'd,^ 185 
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Ages of hopelefs end ? This would be worfe. 

War therefore, open or conceal'd* alike 

My voice dilTuades : for what cm force or guile 

With him, or who deceive his mind, whole eye 

Views ail things at one view ? He from heav'n'i height 

Ail thele our motions vain fees, and derides : 191 

Not more almmhty to refift our might. 

Than wile to fruivate all our plots and wiles. 

ShiUl we then live thus vile, tne race of heav'n 

Thus trampled, thus expeli'd, to fuffer here 19^ 

Chains and thefe torments ? Better thefe than worfe. 

By my advice ; fince fate inevitable 

Subdues ps, and omnipotent decree ; 

The viddr's will. To fuffer, as to do, 

Oyr (bength is equal, nor the law unjuft 200 

That fb ordains : this was at firfl reioiv'd 

If we were wife, againft fo great a foe 

Contending, and fo doubtful what might fall. 

I laugh, when thole who at the fpear are bold 

Ahd vent'rous, if that fail them, Ihrink and fear 2oy 

l(rhat yet they know mud follow, ' to indure 

E^ile, or ignominy, or bonds, or pain, 

The fentence of their conqu'ror : This is now 

Our doom ! which if we can fuftain and bear. 

Our fupreme foe, in time, may much remit a 10 

His anger : and perhaps thus far remov'd, 

Not mind us not offending, fatisfy'd 

With what is punifh'd : whence thefe raging fires 

Will flacken, if his breath ilir not their flamest 

Our purer eflence then will overcome 2 iff 

Their noxious vapor ; or enur'd, not feel ; * 

Or chang'd at length, and to the place conformed 

In temper, and in nature, will receive 

Familiar the fierce heat, and void of pain, r 

This horror will grow mild, this daLiVLtit&^ \\^\.\ 

D 4 ^^^^% 
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Befides what hope the never-ending flight 22 1 

Of future days may bring, what chance, what change 

Worth waiting, fince our prefent lot appears 

For happy, though but iU ; for ill, not worfl ; 

If we procure not to our (elves more woe. 225" 

Th u s B e l I a l with words cloathM in reafon's giarb 
Counfel'd ignoble eafe, and. peaceful floth, 
Not peace : and after him thus Mammon fpake. 

Either, to difinthrone the King of heav'n 
We war, if war be beft, or to regain 230 

Our own right loft : Him to unthrone we then 
May hope, when everlafting Fate fhall yield 
To fickle Chan(;e, and Chaos jpd^e the ftriie : 
The former vain to hope, argues as vain 
The latter : for what place can be for us 235: -> 

Within heav*n's bound, unlefs heav'n's Lord fupreme 
We over-power ? Suppofe he fhould relent 
And publKh grace to all, on promife made 
Of new fubjcdtion : with what eyes could we 
Stand in his prefence humble, and receive 240 1^ 

Stri^ laws impos'd, to celebrate his throne 
With warbled hymns, and to his Godhead fing 
Forc*d Hallelujahs ? while he lordly fits 
Our envy'd Sov*reign, and his altar breathes ^ 

Ambrofial odors, and Ambrofiai fiow'rs, 245: , ** 

Our lervije offerings ! This muft be our talk 
In heav'n, this our delight ; how wearifome 
* Sternity ib fpent, in worfhip paid 

Trfjfiliom we hate ! Let us not then purfue, 
l^force impoffible, by leave obtain'd 250 

Unacceptable, though in heav'n, our ft^te 
Of Jplendid va/Ialage ; but rather feek. • 
Oar own good from oiufeIves» axvd bom ovjx c(«tl 
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Live to ourfeives, though in this vad reccfs. 

Free, and to none accountable ; prct'erriug 25^ 

Hard liberty before the caiy yoke 

Of fervile pomp. Our gieatuefb will appear 

T'hen moil conlbicuous, when great things of finally 

Ufeful of huxtfui, profperous of adverie 

We can create ; and in what place ibc*cr 2^ 

Thrive under evil, and work eale out of pain, 

Through labour, and indu ranee. This deep world 

Of darknefs do we dread ? how oft amidft 

Thick clouds and dark, doth heav 'n*s all-ruling Sire 

Chttie to reUde, his glory unubicur'd ? 26 j 

And with the majeiiy of darknefs round 

Covers his throne ; from whence deep thunders roar 

MullVing their rage, and hcav*n relembles hell f 

As he our darknefs, cannot we his light 

• Imitate when we plcafe ? This defert foil 370 

Wants not her hidden iuflre, gems and gold : 
Nor want we (kill or art, from whence to raife 
MagniHcence ; and what can heav'n (hew more ? 
Our torments alfo may in length of time 

; Become our elements ; thefe piercing fires 275 

' As loft as now fevere, our temper chang'd 
Jnto their temper ; whicii muft needs remove 
The fenfible of pain. All things invite 
To peaceful counfels, and the fettled itate 

•* Of order, how in fafety bcft we may 28Q 

Compofe our prefent evils, with regard 
Of what we arc, and where ; diliniiling quite 
All thoughts of war. Ye have what I advife. 

He (carce had iinifh'd, when fuch murmur fiird 
Tb' adembly, as when hollow rocks retain 285 

The found of bluftVing winds, which all night long 
Ibid rouz'd the iea, now with hoacfc cgi^kace Vo& 
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Sea-faring men o'erwatch^d, whofe bark by chance. 

Or pinnace, anchors in a craggy bay 

After the tempeft : fuch applauie was heard 2po 

As Mammon ended, and his Sentence pleas'd, 

Advjfing peace. For, fuch another field 

They dreaded worfe than hell : Co much the fear 

Of thunder, and the fword of Michaei,^ 

Wrought ftill within them : and no left dofire 395 

To found this nether empire, which might rlie^ 

By policy, and long procefs of time. 

In emulation opponte to heav'n. * 

Which when Beelzebub perceiv'd (than whom, 

Satan except, none higher (at) with grave • 300 

Afped he role, and in his rifing feem'd ^^ 

A pillar of ftate : deep on his front engraven* 

Deliberation (at, and public care ; 

And princely counfel in his face yet (hone, 

Majeliic though in ruin ! ^ge he flood, J05: 

With Atlantban (houlders, fit to bear 

The weight of mightiefl monarchies ; his look 

Drew audience, and attention iiill as night. 

Or fummer's noon-tide air ; while thus he (jpake. 

Thrones, and imperial Pow'rs, offspring of heav*n. 
Ethereal Virtues ! or thefc titles now , gn 

Muft we renounce, and changing ffyle, be call'd 
Princes of Hell ? For, fo the popular vote 
Inclines, here to continue, and build up here 
A growing empire : doubtlefs J while we dream» 3 15- 
And know not that the King of heav'n hath doom'd . 
This place our dungeon ; not our fafe retreat 
Beyond his potent arm, to live exempt 
From heaven's high jurifdi^^ion, in new league 
Banded againfl his throne : but to remain 320 

/a /iridicit bondsLge, though thus &r icmov'd. 



Book II. P A & A D 1 S £ L O S T. 39 

Under th' inevitable curb, referv'd 

His captive multitude : for he, be fure, 

In height, or depth, iliJl firfl and hi\ will reign 

Sole King, and of bis kingdom lo(e no part 325 

By our revolt } but over hcil extend 

His empire, and with iron iceptre rule 

Us here, as with his golden thofe in heav'n. 

What fit we then projeding peace and war ? 

War hath determined us, and foilM wrtb io(s 330 

Irreoarabie ; terms of peace yet none 

Vouchfafd or fought *, for what peace will be giv'h 

To us enflav'd, but cuftody fevere, 

And firipes, and arbitrary puni(hment 

luflidled f and what peace can we return ! j^y 

But, ta our pow'r, hodility, and hate, 

Untam'd relu(ftance, and revenge ; though (low, 

Yet ever plotting how the conqueror leaft 

May reap his conqucft ; and may leaft rejoice 

In doing, what we moft in fuffering feci t 340 

Nor will occafion want, nor Ihall we need 

With dangerous expedition, to invade 

Heav'n, whole high walls fear no aflauit or fiege, 

Or ambufh from the Deep : what if we find 

Some eafier enterprize ? There is a place, 345: 

(if antient and prophetic fame in heav'n 

Err not) another world, the happy feat 

Of fome new race call'd M an ; about this time 

To be created like to us, though lefi 

In pow'r and excellence, but favoured more 35a 

Of him who rules above : (b was his will 

Fronouhc'd among the Gods, and by an oath, 

That (hook heavVs whole circumference, confirmed. 

Thither let us bend all our thoughts, toJearn 

What creatures there inhabit, of what mold, jjy 

Oribbflance^ how eiKfu'd, and what the'it ^^oi^^t. 
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And where their weakneis, how attcmpied l>cft, 

By force, or fubtilty. Though heav'n be fhut. 

And heav*n's high arbitrator lit fccurc 

In hi? own ftrcngth, this place may lie exposed. 

The utmoft border of his kingdom, left, • ^i 

To their defence who hold it : here perhaps 

Some advantageous a A may be atchiev'd 

By fudden on let, cither with heJl fire 

To wade his whole creation ; or podeft j'65 

Ail as our own, and drive, as we are driven. 

The puny habitants ; or if not drive, 

Seduce them to our party, that their Goj> 

May prove their foe, and with repenting hand 

AboJiih his own works. This would furpafi 370 

Common revenge, and interrupt his joy 

In our confufion, and our joy upraiie 

In his diiturbance ; when his darling fbng, 

HurlM headlong to partake with us, Hiall curfe 

Their frail original, and faded blifs : ^j^ 

Faded lb foon ! Advife if this be worth 

Attempting, or to fit in darknefs here 

Hatching vain empires. Thus Beelzebub 

Pleaded his deviliih counfel, firll devis'd 

9y Satan, and in part proposed : from whence* 380 

But from the author of all ill, could ipring 

So deep a malice, to confound the race. 

Of mankind in one root, and earth with hell 

To mingle and invoJye, done ail to fbite 

The great Creator ? But their fpitc flill ferves 385 

His glory to augment. The bold deiign 

Pleas'd highly thofe infernal States, andjoy 

Sparkled in i}! their eyes ; with full aflent 

They vote : whereat his ipeech he thus renews. 

WsLz bzve jc jtidg*d, well coded long debate, 3^ 

S^OAd ^ 
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Great things r^v'd : which from the loweft deep 

Will once more lift ns up. in fpite of Fate, 

Nearer our ancient feat: perhaps in view 594 

Of thofe bright confines, whence with neighbouring 

And opportune excurfion, we may chance Qarms, 

Re-enter heav*n : or .elfe, in fome wild Zone 

Dwell not unvilited of heaven's fair light, . 

Secure, and at the bright'ning orient beath 

Purge off this gloorti : the foft deiicl6us afr, 400 

To heal the fear oi thefe corrofive fires, ' 

Shall breathe het balm. — But firft whom fhal! we fenci 

In fearch of ihis new world ; whom (hall w<? €nd 

Sufficient ? Who (hall tempt with wittdVmg feet 

The dark, unbottom'd, infinite Abyfs, 40J 

And through the palpable obfcure find out 

His uncouth way \ or fpread his aery flight, 

Up-born with indefiitigable wings 

Over the vaft abrupt, ere he arrive 

The happy iflb? What llir*ngth, what air can then 

Suffice, OF tthiit 6va(lon blsar him M6 j^xi 

Through the* ftrhft fenteries, and^ IHtiorw thick 

Of angds watchitig rdund ? Herb hh had heed 

All circomfpe^on % ^nd w^ nb^ tio lefs 

Choice in ourliiiFrage : for, on whbrii we (end, 415: 

The weight pf alK «nd our laft hope, )-elics. * 

This faid, he (It; and expe^tion held 
His look fufpenfe, awaiting who appifarM 
To fccond or oppofe, or undertiskkii 
The perilous attiempt : but aH ftt fhtite, 4^6 

Pondering the danger With detfp thoughts ; and each 
In oth^s couht'naho6 read his oitn difmay, 
AftonilhM ! Nene^ among the choice and pime 
or thofe h«ay%-«^iing chtsxipiOM, could bcfo^tidi 
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So hardy, as to nrofkr^ or accept 42^ 

Alone, the dreadful voyase ; till at laft 
Satan, whom now tranlcendent glory raised 
Above his fellows^ with monarchal pride, 
Confcious of higheil worth, unmovM thus fpake« 

OPROGENYof hea v*n, empyreal Thrones I 430 
"With reafon hath deep filence/and demur, 
SeizM us, tbo' undifmay'd : long is the way 
And hard, that out of Hell leads up to j^bt, 
bur prifon ftrpng ; this huge convex of fire, 
Outragious to devour, immures us round 435- 

Ninefold : and gates of burning adamant 
Barr'd over us, prohibit all egrdls. 
Thcfe pafs'd (it any pafs) the void profound 
Of uneflential night receives him next 
Wide gaping f and with utter lofs of Being 440 

Threatens him, plung'd in that abortive gulf. 
If thence he 'fcape Into whatever world, 
br unknown region, what remains him left 
Than unknown dangers, and as hard efcape f 
ivLt I fliould ill become this throne, O Peers ! 44^ 
And this imperial ibv'reignty, adorn'd 
With fpiendor, arm'd with pow'r, if ought proposM, . 
And judg'd of public moment, in the dupe 
bf difficulty, or danger, could deter 
Me from attempting. Wherefore do I alTume 450 
Thefe Royalties, and not refufe to reign, 
Refufing to accept as great a (hare 
Of hazard as of honour, due alike 
To him who reigns, and fo much to him due 
Of hazard, more, as he above the reft 455: 

High-honour'd fits ? Go therefore, mighty Powers ! 
Terror of lieav'n, though fall'n ! intend at home, 
(While here ihall be.our home) what beft nuiy eafe 

The 
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The prefent mifery, and render hell 

More tolerable ; it there be cure, or charm, 460 

To refpite, or deceive, or flack the pain 

Of this ill manfion. Intermit no watch 

Ag^nft a wakeful foe, while I abroad. 

Through all the coafts of dark deflrudtion, (eek 

Deliverance for us all : this enterprize 465 

None (hall partake with me. — Thus faymg roie 

The Monacch, and prevented all reply : 

Prudent, left; from nis reiblution raisd. 

Others among the chief might offer now 

(Certam to be refus'd) what erft they fear'd ; 470 

And (b refus'd, might in opinion (land 

His rivals ; winning cheat) the high repute. 

Which he through bazara huge muft earn. But they 

I>readed not more th' adventure, than his voice 

Forbidding ; and at once with him they rofe. 475: 

Their rifing all at once was as the found 

Of thunder heard remote. Tow'rds him they bend 

With awful reverence prone ; and as a God 

Extol him equal to the hidieft in heav*n : 

Kor fail'd they to exprefs how much they prais'd^ 

That for. the general fafety he defpis'd 481 

His own : (for neither do the (pirits damn*d 

Lofe all their virtue; left bad men fbould boaft 

Their fpecidus deeds on earth, which glory excites • 

Or clofe ambition vamifh'd o'er with zeal.) 48^ 

Thus they their doubtful confultations dark 

Ended, rejoicing in their matchlefs Chief: 

As when from mountain-tops the dufky clouds 

Alcending, while the north-wind ileeps, o'er-fpread 

HeavVs chearful face, the low'ring element 499 

Scowls o*er the darken'd landfchape &ow, or fhowr : 

If chance the radiant fun with &rewel fweet 

Extend bis ev'ning beam, the fields revive. 
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The birds their notes renew, and bleating herds 

Atteft their joy, that hill and valley rings. 495; 

O (hame to men ! Devil with Devil damn'd 

Firm concord holds, men only difagree 

Of creatures rational, though under hope 

Of heav'nly grace : and, God prbclaimihg peace, 

^tt live in hatred, enmity and ftrifc ^ocj 

Among themfelves, and levy cruel wars. 

Wafting the earth, each other to deHroy t 

As if (which might induce us to accord) 

Man had not hellifh fbes enow befides, 

lliat, day and night, for his deftruifHoin wait. ^of 

TheStygia^i council thus diflbly*d,5 and forth 
in order came the grand infernal Peers : 
*Midft came their mighty Paramount, and {ecm'd 
Alone th' antagonift of heav'n, nor left 
Than hell's dread Emperor; with pomp fupreme, 
Atid God-like imitated (late. Him round 5 1 1 

A globe of fiery Seraphim inclos'd, 
With bright imblazonry, and horrent arms. 
Then, of their feffidn ended thty bid cry 
"Wfith trumpets regal found the great remit : jij 
Tow'rds the four winds four fpeedy Cherubjin 
Put to their mouths the (bunding althyiiy. 
By herald*s voice, explained : the hollow .'Ayfs 
heard far ind wide, and all the hofl: of hell 
With deaf 'ning ihout return*d them load acclaim. 5:2b 

Thence more at eafe their minds, and (bmewhat rais'il 
By felfe prefumptuous hope, the ranged Pow'rs 
Disband, and wandVing, each his feveral way 
t'urfues, as inclination or fad choice 
Leads him perplex'4 where he may likdieft find . " 
Truce to hrar reftieft thoughts, and emcrtain 5:2^ 

Th«- 
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The irkfome hours, till his great Chief return. 
Part on the plain, or in the air fublime 
Upon the wing, or in fwift race contend, 
Asatth' Olympian games, or Pythian fields : 
Part curb their fiery-ftceds, or fhun the goal 53 1 

With rapid wheels, or fronted brigades forms. 
As when, to warn proud cities, war appears 
Wag'd in the troubled fky, and armies ru(h 
To battle in the clouds ; before each van 53^ 

Prick forth the aery knights, and couch their fpcars 
Till thickeft legions dofe ; with feats of arms 
From either end of heav'n the welkin burns. 
Others, with vait Typhoean rage, more fell ! 
Rend up boih rocks and hills, and ride the air 540 
In whirlwind : hell foarce holds the wild uproar. 
As when A l c i d e s from O e c H a l i a crown'd 
"With conqueft, felt th' in venom *d robe, and tore 
Through pain up by the roots Thessalian pines ; 
And L I c H a s from the top of O e ta threw 545 
Into th' £ u B 01 c Sea. Others more mild. 
Retreated in a filent valley, ling 
With notes anjgelical to many a harp 
Their own heroic deeds, and hapleis fall 
By doom of battle : and complain that fate 550 

Free virtue (hould inthrall to force, or chance. 
Their fong was partial ; but the harmony 
(What could it Icfs when fpirits immortal fing ? ) 
Sufpended hell, and took with raviihment 
The thronging audience. In difcourfe more fweet, 
(For eloquence the foul, fong charms the fonfe) S5^ 
Others apart fat on a hill retir'd. 
In thoughts more elevate, and reafon'd high. 
Of providence, foreknowledge, will, and fate -, 
Thfd fate, free will, foreknowledge abfolute ; 560 
And found no end, in wandring mazes Loft« 

E O^ 
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of good and evil, much they argu'd then, 

of happinefs, and final mifery, 

FaflTion, and apathy, and elory, and (hame i 

Vain wil<iom all, and Mle philolbphy ! ^6f 

Yet, with a pleaGng fbrcery, could charm 

Pain for a while, or anguifh ; and excite 

Fallacious hope, or arm th' obdurate breafi: 

"With ftubborn patience, as with triple fteeh 

Another part, in fqnadrons and grofs bands, 5*70 

On bold adventure to difoover wide 

That difmai world, if any clime peiiiaps 

Might yield them eafier habitation, bend 

four ways their flying march, along the banks 

Of four mfemal rivers^ that difgorge 57 J 

Into the burning lake their baleful flreams : 

Abhorred Sttx, the flood of deadly hate; 

Sad Acheron, of (brrow; black and deep! 

C o c T T u A, namM of lamentation loud 5 79 

Heard on the rueful ftream : fierce Phlegeton, 

Whole waves of torrent fire inflame with rage. 

Far off from thefe, a flow and filent ftream, 

Let HE, the rrver of oblivion, rolls 

Her wat'ry labyrinth ; whereof who drinks, 

Forthwith his former ftate and being forgets* $8f 

Forgets both joy and grief, pleafure and pain. 

Beyond th'is flood a frozen contment 

Lies dark, and wild } beat with perpetual ftorms 

Of whirlwind, and dire hail ; which on firm land 

Thaws not, 1>ut gathers heap, and ruin ieems 590 

Of ancient pile : all elfe, deep fnow and ice : 

A gulf profound I as that Serbonian bc^ 

*Twixt Dam I ATA, and mount C a si us old, 

"Where armies whole have funk : the parching air 

Burns frore, and cold performs th' efted of fire. 

Thither by harpy-footcd Furies hai'd, 59^ 

• * AtTS 
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At eertam revolutions, ail the damnM 

Arc brought ; and feci by turns the bitter change 

Of fierce extremes, cxirefnes by dinn/',c more fierce ! 

From beds of ragirtg fire to (larve in ice ^o 

trheir foft ethereal warmth, and there to pine 

Immoveable, infix'd, and frozen round, 

Periods of time ; tiience hHrried back to fire. 

They ferry over this Lethean Sound 

Both to and fro, their (brrow to augment, 605 

And wifh» and ttruggle as they pafs, to reach 

The tempting dream, with one fmall drop to lofe 

In fweet fbrgetfulnefs all pain and woe, 

All in one momcnr» and lo near the i>Hnk i 

But Fate withftands, and to oppofe th* attempt 6ic 

Algous A with Gorgon* IAN terror guards 

The ford> and of itfelf the water files 

All tafte of living wight *, as once it fled 

The lip of T A N T A L u 8. Thus roving on 

In confas'd march forlorn th* advent'rous bands, 615- 

"With fhuddVing horror p^Ie, and eyes agaft, 

View'd firft their lamentable lot, and found 

No relt : through many a dark and dreary vale 

They pafe'd, and many a region dolorous, 

O'er many a frozen, many a fiery Alp, 620 

Kocks, caves, lakeS) fens, bogs, dens, and (hades of deathi 

A univerie of deatli 1 which G od by curie 

Created evil -, for evil only good, 

Where all life dies, death lives, and nature breeds 

Perverlc, all monltrous, all prodigious things, 62^ 

Abominable, inutterable; and worle 

Than fiiblcs yet have fcignM, or fear concelv'd, 

GoRGONS} and Hydras, andCHiMAERAs direi 

Mean while the adverfary of G oU and man, ^620 
S'ATANi with tbou^hrs ijj/lam'd ot' IVighcft. AqI^i^vn^ 

E 2 * ^>2^*- 
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Puts on fwift wings, and tow'rds the gates of bell 
£3tplore8 his (blitary flight : fometimes 
He fcours the right-band coafl, fometimes the left : 
Now fhaves with level wing the deep s then foars 
Up to the fiery concave tow'ring high. dj j 

As when far off at fea a fleet defcry'd. 
Hangs in the clouds, by ^uinodial winds 
Clofe failing from Ben gal A, or the ifles 
Of Ternate, and Tidore, whence merchants bring 
Their fpicy drugs : they on the trading flcxxi 6^0 
Through the wide AIthiopian, to the cape 
Ply, ftemming nightly tow'rd the Pole : lb feem'd 
Far off the flying Fiend. At laft appear 
Hell bounds, high-reaching to the horrid roof; ^44 
And thrice thredold the gates : three folds were brafs. 
Three iron, three of adamantine rock ; 
Impenetrable, impalM with circling Hre, 
Yet unconfum'd. Before the gates there fat 
On either Hde a formidable (hape ; 
The one feem'd woman to the waift, and feir ; 6^0 
But ended foul in many a fcaly fold. 
Voluminous and vafl ! a ferpent arm'd 
With mortal fting : about her middle round 
A cry of hell-hounds never ceafing bark'd ^5-4 

With wide Gerberian mouths full loud, and rung 
A hideous peal : yet, when they lift, would creep. 
If ought difturb'd their noi(e, into her womb. 
And kennel there ; yet there ftill bark'd, and howPd 
Within, unfeen. Far leifs abhor'd than thefc 
Vex'd S c Y L L A, bathing in the fea that parts 660 
Calabria from the hoarfe Trinacrian fhorc : 
Nor uglier follow the Night-hag, when call'd 
In fccret,^ riding through the air fhe comes 
Lur'd with the fmell of infant-blood, to dance 
VV/th Lapland nitches, while the lab'ring Moon 
• EcU^fc* 



:.>^Book 11. P A R A D I S £ L O S T. 49 

Edipfes at their charms. The other fliapc, 666 

If (hape it might be caJl'd, that fhape had none 

DiftinguiHiabJc in member, joint, or limb ; 

Or fubdance might be cail'J, that fhadow fcemM, 

For each feem*d cither : black it ftood as night, 

Fierce as ten Furies, terrible as hell, 671 

And (hook a dreadful dart : what {eem*d his head, 

The likenefs of a kingly crown had on. 

Satan was now at hand, and from his (eat 

The monftcr moving, onward came as faft 67^ 

With horrid ftrides : hell trembled as he ftroiie. 

Th' undaunted fiend what this might be admir'd ; 

Admit *d, not fear'd : God and his So>9 excepr, 

Created thing not valued he, nor fliun'd ; 

And with difdainful look, thus tiril began. 6S0 

Whence, and what, art thou ! execrable fhape ! 
That dar'ft, though grim and terrible, advance 
Thy inif-created front athwart my way 
To yonder gates ? through them I mean to pafs, 
That be afmr'd. without leave afk*d of thee. 6S^ 
Retire, or tafte thy folly, and learn by proof. 
Hell-born J not to contend with fpirits of heav*n. 

To whom the Goblin, full of wrath, reply'd ; 
Art thou that Traitor- Angel, art thou he. 
Who firft broke peace in heav'n, and feith, till then 
Unbroken ; and in proud rebellious arms 6pi 

Drew after him the third part of heavVs fbns, 
Conjur'd againft the Highc-fl ; for which both thou 
And they, outcaft from God, are here condemned 
To wafte eternal days in woe and pain ? dpj 

And reckon*^ thou thy fclf with fpirits of heav'n, 
HcU-doom'd ! and breath'ft defiance here and fcorn, 
f Wliere I reign King, and to enrage thee more, 

£3 TVj 
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Thy. King and Lord ? Back to thy punifhment, 
Falfc fugitive ! and to thy fpeed add wings ; 700 

Left with a whip of icorpions I purfue 
Thy lingring ; or with one ftroke of this dart 
Strange horror feize thee, and pang^ unfelt before. 

So fpakc the griefly Terror, and in fhape. 
So fpeaking, and fo thrcatning, grew tenfold 705 
More dreadful and deform. On th' other fide, 
- Incens'd with indignation Satan ftood 
Unterrify'd ; and like a comet burn'd. 
That fires tlw length ofOPHiucus huge 
In th' artic (ky, and from his horrid hair 710 

Shakes peftilence and war. Each at the head 
Level'd his deadly aim ; their fatal hands 
No fecond ftroke intend ; and fuch a frown 
Each caft at th' other, as when two black clouds 
"With beavVs artiil'ry fraught, come rattling on 7ijr 
Over the Caspian ; then ftand front to front, 
Hov*ring a fpace, till winds the fignal blow 
f6 join their dark encounter in mid air : 
So frown'd the mighty combatants, that hell 
Grew dvker at their frown : fo match 'd they ftood i 
For never but once more was either like 721 

To meet (b cr^t a foe. And now great deeds 
Had been atjiiev'd, whereof all hell had rung, 
UMd not the fatky fbrcerefs that fat 
Faft by hell-gale, and kept the fatal key, 72 j 

Ris'iv ^d with hideous outcry, rufb'd between. 

O FATHER ! what intends thy hand, (he cry'd, 
Againft thy only fon ? What fury, O fbn! 
Poftefles thee, to bend that mortal dart 
Againft thy father's head ? and know'ft for whom ? 
f gr him who fits above, and laughs the while 73 1- 

At 
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At thee, ordain'd his drudge, to execute 
"Whate'er his wrath, which he calls juflice, bids ; 
His wrath, which one day will dcflruy yc both ! 

Sh£ ipake, and at her words the hcUifh ncft 73^ 
Forbore ; then ihcfe to her Satan return'd. 

$ o ftrange thy outcry, and thy words fo ftrangc 
Thou intcrpofeli, that my fuddcn liand 
Prevented, fpares to tell thee yet by deeds 
What it intends ; till firft 1 know of thee, 740 

"What thing thou art, thus double- form'd ; and why. 
In this infernal vale firft met, thou call'tt 
Me father, and that phantom call'ft my fon ; 
I know thee not, nor ever law till now 
Sight more dcteftable than him, and thee. 74; 

T* whom thus the portrefs of hell-gate reply'd 5 
Has thou forgot me then, and do I fccm 
Kow in thine eye fb foul ? once deem'd Co fair 
In heav'n I when at th' affembly, and in fight 
Of all the Seraphim, with thee combin'd 75*0 

In bold confpiracy againft heav'n*s Kin^ 
All on a fudden miferable pain 
Surpriz'd thee, dim thine eyes, and dizzy fwum 
In darknefs ; while thy head flames thick and &ft 
Threw forth ; till on the left lide opening wide 755* 
Likeft to thee in fliape, and count'nance oright. 
Then Ihining hcav'nly fair, a Goddefs arm'd. 
Out of thy head I fprung : amazement feizM 
All th' holt of heav'n ; back they recoilM, afraid 
At firft, and call'd me Sin ; and for a fign 760 

Portentous held me : but familiar grown, 
I plcas'd, and with attractive graces won 
The moft avcrfe, thcc chiefly, who full oft 

E 4 ^TM 
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( Thy felf in me thy perfeft image viewing) 

Bccam'il inan^or'd, and fuch joy thou took'ft j6jf 

With* me in fecret, that my womb conceiv'd 

A growing burthen. Mean while war arofe, 

And fields were fought in heav'n ; wherein remained 

(For what could elle?) to our Almighty foe 

Clear vi6lory ; to our part lofs, and rout, 770 

Through all the empyrean ; down they fell 

Driv'n headlong from the pitch of heav'n, down 

Into this Deep : and in the general fall 

1 alfo ; at which time this pow'rful key 

Into my hand was giv'n, with charge to keep 775 

Thefe gates for ever (hut, which none can pafs 

Without my op'ning. Penfive here I fat 

Alone, but long I fat not, till my womb 

Pregnant by thee, and now exccflive grown. 

Prodigious motion felt, and rueful throes ! 780 

At laft this odious offspring whom thou fceft, 

Thine own begotten, breaking violent way 

Tore through my intrails ; that with fear, and pain 

Diftorted, all my nether fhape thus drew 

Transform'd. But he, my inbred enemy 785- 

Forth-ifTu'd, brandifhing his fatal dart. 

Made to deflroy : I fled, and cry'd out Death ! 

Hell trembled at the hideous name, and figh'd 

From all her caves, and back refounded. Death! 

I fled, but he purfu*d (though more, it feems, ypo 

InflamM with lull than rage) and, fwifter far I 

Me overtook his mother, all difmay'd : 

And in embraces forcible, and foul, 

Ingendring with me, of that rape begot 

Thefe yelling monfters ; that with ccafelefs cry 7p j 

Surround me, as thou faw*ft ; hourly conceiv'd, ^ 

And hourly born, with forrow infinite 

To mc I For, when they lilt, into the womb 

Thai 



Book IL P A R A D I S E L O S T. 53 

That bred them they return ; and howl, and gnaw 
My bowels, their rcpalt : then burlling forth, 8oo 
AH-efh with confcious terrors vex me lound, 
That reft, or intermifHon none I find. 
Before mine eyes in oppofition fits 
Grim Death, my Ton and foe ; who fcts them on. 
And me his parent would full i'oon devour 805* 

For want of other prey, but that he knows 
His end with mine involv'd ; and knows that I 
Should prove a bitter moriel, and his bane, 
\Vhenevcr that (hall be ; fb Fate pronounc'd. 
But thou, O father ! I forewarn thee, fhun 810 

His deadly arrow ; neither vainly hope 
To be invulnerable in thofc bright arms, 
Thoujjh temper'd heav'nly ; for that mortal dint, 
Save he who reigns above, none can relifl ! 

She fini(h*d, and the fubtle fiend his lore 815: 
Soon learned, now milder, and thus anlwcr'd fmooth. 

Dear daughter ! fincc thou claim'ft me for thy fire, 
And my fair fon here fhow'fl me (the dear pledge 
Of dalliance had with thee in heav*n, and joys 
Then fweet, now fad to mention, thro* dire change 
Befall'n us, unforeieen, unthought of !) know 821 
I come no enemy, but to fet free 
From out this dark and difmal houfe of pain. 
Both him, and thee, and all the heav'nly hoft 
Of fpirits that, in our juft pretenfcs arm'd, 825" 

Fell with us from on high : from them I go 
This uncouth errand fble ; and one for all 
My felf cxpofe, with lonely Iteps to tread 
Th' unfounded I>ecp, and through the void immenfe 

#fearch with wandring quelt a place foretold 830 
uld be, and, by concurring (igns, cve-uo^ 
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Created, vail and round ( ft place of blifi 

In the pourlieus of heav'n, and therein plac'd 

A race of upflart creatures, to fupply 

Perhaps our vacant rooin ; though more rcmov'd, 

Left heav'n, furcharg'd with potent multitude, 836 

Might hap to move new broils. Be this, or ought 

Than this more fecret, now defign*d« I hafte 

To know : and this once known, Ihall fbon return. 

And bring ye to the place where thou, and Death, 

Shall dwell at eafe, and up and down unfeen 841 

Wing illently the buxom air, imbalm'd 

With ijdprs : there ye fhail be fed, and fill'd 

Immea1mabiy,>U things (hall be your prey. 

He ceas'd, for both feem'd highly pleas'd, andDEATR 
Grlnn'd horrible a ghafiiy fmile, to hear 846 

His famine fhould be filPd ; and bJ eft his maw 
Deftin'd to that good hour : no lefs rejoiced 
His mother bad, and thus beipake her lire ; 

The key of this infernal pit by due, 850 

And by command of heav'n's all-pow'rful King» 
I keep ; by him forbidden to unlock 
Thefe adamantine gates -, againft all force 
Death ready ftands to interpofe his dart, 
Fearlefs to be o'ermatch'd by living wight, S^f 

But 'what owe I to his commands above 
Who hates me, and hath hither thruft me down 
Into ihis gloom of Tartarus profound. 
To fit in hateful office here confin'd. 
Inhabitant of heav'n, and licav'nly-born, 866 

Here in perpetual agony, and pain. 
With terrors, and with clamours compafs'd round* 
Of mine own brood, that on my bowels feed f Jj^^ 
Thou art my fiithcr, tliou my author, thou ^^^^ 
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My being gav'ft xne ; whom (hould I obey 26f 

B«lt thee ? whom follow ? thou wilt bring me (bon 
To that new world of light and bill's, among 
The Gods who live at eafe, where I fhall reign 
At thy right hand voluptuous, as bcfecms 
Thy daughter, and thy darling, without end. 870 

Thus fiiying, from her fide the fatal key. 
Sad inftrument of all our woe ! ihe took ; 
.^nd tow'rds the gjite rolling her bcfHal train, 
Forthwith the huge portcullis high up-Jrcw ; 
Which but herfelf, not all the S t y g i a n Powers S75- 
Could once have mov'd ; then in the key -hole turns 
Th' intricate wards, and every bolt and bar 
Of mafly iron, or (olid rock, with eaie 
Unfaftens : on a fudden open fly. 
With impetuous recoil, and jarring (bund, . 889 
Th'' infernal doors, and on their hinges graTe 
Har(h thunder, that the lowefl bottom (hook 
Of £ R E B u s« She open'd, but to fhut 
Excell'd her pow'r ; the gates wide open fiood, 
That with extended wings a banner'd holl, 889 

Under fpread enilgns marching, might pafs through 
With horfe, andxhariots, rank'd in loo(e anay, 
60 wide they (lood ! and, lik^ a furnace mouth. 
Cad; forth redounding fmoke, and ruddy flame. 
Before their eyes in fudden view appear 8po 

The (ecrets of the hoary Deep ; a dark 
Illimitable ocean ! without bound. 
Without dimenfion ; where length, breadth, and height. 
And time, and place are loft; where eldcil Night 
And Chaos, aiiceibrs of nature, hold 895 

Ktemal anarchy, am id ft the noife 

fendlcis wars, and by confufion ftand : 
iiboc^coldi inoift, and dry, four champiota fcucc^ 
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Strive here for maftVy, and to battle bring 

Their embryon atoms ; they around the flag 900 

Of each his facflion, in their fev'ral clans, 

Light-arm'd, or heavy, fliarp, fmooth, fwift, or flow^ 

Swarm populous, un-number*d as the fands 

Of B A RCA, or Gyrene's torrid foil, 

JLevy'd to fide with warring windsj and ppife poj 

Their lighter wings. To whom thefc mdft adhere. 

He rules a moment : Chaos umpire fits. 

And by decifion more embroils the fray, 

By which he reigns : next him high arbiter 

Chance governs all. Into this wild Abyfs, 910 

(The wp.mb of nature, and perhaps her grave) 

Of neither fea, nor fhoar, nor air, nor fire. 

But all thefe in their pregnant caufes mix'd 

Confusedly, and which thus muft ever fight, 

(Unlefs iij>* Almighty Maker them ordain 9 if 

His dark materials to create more worlds) 

Into this wild abyfs the wary fiend 

Stood on the brink of hell, and look'd a-whilc, 

PondVing his voyage ; (for no narrow frith 

He had to crofs) : nor was his ear lefs peal'd pao 

"With noifes loud, and ruinous, (to compare 

• Great things with fmall) than when B E L l o N A ftorms. 
With all her battering engines bent to rafe 
Some capital city ; or lefs than if this frame 
Of heav'n were falling, and thefe elements 925 

In mutiny bad from her axle torn 
The ftedfaft earth. At laft his fail-broad vans 
He (breads for flight, and in the furging fmokc 
Up-lifted fpurns the ground : thence many a league. 
As in a cloudy chair, afcending rides 930 

Audacious ; but that feat ibon failing, meets 
A vafl vacuity ; all unawares ^^k 

FJuttYiDg his pennons vain, plumb down he drops ^^B 
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Ten thoufand fathom deep : and to this hour 
Down had been falling, had not by ill chance ^35 
The flrong rebuff of lotne tumultuous cloud, 
Inllindi with fire and nitre, hurried him 
As many miles aloft : that fury ftay'd, 
Quench d in a boggy Syrtis, neither fea, 
Nor good dry land, nigh founJer*d on he fares, 940 
Treading the crude confiftence, half on foot. 
Half flying ; behooves him now both oar and fail* 
As when a gryfon, through the wildernefs 
With winged courfe o'er hill, or moory dale, 
Purfues the Arimaspian, who by ftealth 945 
Had from his wakeful cuftody purloin'd 
The guarded gold : 9^ eagerly the fiend 
O'er ^g or fteep, through ftrait, rough, denfc, or rare. 
With head, hands, wings, or feet, purfues his way ; 
And fwims, or finks, or wades, or creeps, or flies. 
At length a univerfal hubbub wild ^^t 

Of Running founds, and voices all confus'd. 
Born through the hollow dark, aflaults his ear 
With loudclt vehemence : thither he plies, 
Undaunted to meet there whatever Pow'r, 95*5^ 

Or fpirit, of the neihermoft abyfs, 
Might in that noife refide, of whom to afk 
Which way the neareft coaft of darknefs lies. 
Bordering on light; when flrait behold the throne 
Of Chaos, and his dark pavilion fpread ^60 

Wide on the wafteful Deep : with him inthron'd 
Sat (able- veiled Night, eldell of things. 
The confort of his reign : and by them ftood 
Org us, and Hades, and the dreaded name 
Of Dkmogorgon : Rumor next, and Chance, 9<Sjf 
And Tumult, and Confusion all imbroil'd, 

jBpd Discord with a thoufand various mouths. 

^|r whom Satan turning boldly, thus — X(i VoViO. 



$e PARADtieLosT. Book If. 

And fpiriu of this nethetmoft abyfi, 

tCvAOB and A ntient Night! Icomenofpjr 

With purpofe to explore, or to difturb, 971 

The fccrets of your realm j but by conftraint 

WandVing this darkfome defart, as my way 

Lies through your fpacious empire up to light, 

Alone, and without guide, halt loft, I feck 97^ 

"What readieft path leads where your gloomy bounds 

Confine with heav'n :. or if fomc other place 

From your dominion won, th' ethereal King 

Poflefles lately, thither to arrive 

% travel this Profound : dired my cour(c ; 986 

Dire(fled, no mean rccompenfe it brings 

To your behoof: if I that region lolt. 

All ufurpAtion thence expeli'd, reduce 

To her original darkncfs, and your fway, 

Which is my prefent journey, and once more 985 

Ere<ft the Itandard there ofANTiENT Nightj 

Yours be th' advantage all, mine tlie revenge ! 

Thus Satan; and him thus the anarch old. 
With faultring fpeech, and viftge incompos'd, 
Anfwer'd. I know thee, ftrangcr, who thou art. 
That mighty leading Angel, who a( late 991 

Made head againit heav'n's King, tho' overthrown. 
I £iw, and beard ; for fuch a num'rous lioft 
Fled not in filence thro' the Irighted Deep, 
With ruin upon ruin, rout on rout, ^^f 

GonfuGon wor(e confounded ; and heav'n -gates 
Pour'd out by millions her vidlorious bands 
Purfuing. I upon my frontiers here 
Keep relidence ; if ail I can will fcrve, 
That little which is left fo to defend. 



Encroach'd on ilill through our intefUne broils, ^^ 



WeaJi*nmg the iccptre oi o]d Night: fidt hoU, 

Your 
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Tour dungeon, ftretching far md v'ide benntfa : 
l^ow lately beav'n, and earth, another worid 
Hung o'er my realm, imk'd in a gojdcn chain, loo^ 
To that (ide heav'n from whence your iegions fell. 
If that way^ be your walk, ynu have not far ; 
So mych the nearer danger : go, and ipeed i 
Havoc, and fpotl^ and ruin arc my gain. 

He ceasM, «nd Satan (laid not to reply, iot# 
Bnt glad that now his (ea (hould find a ftoce^ 
With frefh alacrity, and force renewed. 
Springs upward, like a pyramid of fire. 
Into the wild expanfe ; and through tiie fliock 
Of fighting elements, on all fides round loiy 

£nviron*d, wins his way : harder beiiet, 
And more endangered, than when A a go pafs'd 
Through Bosphorus, betwixt the jufUiag lodcs : 
Or when Ultbses on the Larboard (hnnn'd 
CHARY0DI3, and by th' other whirlpool Iteer'd. loaa 
80 he with difficulty, and labour hard 
Mov'd on : with difficulty and labour he; 
But he once pad, foon after, when man fell, 
Strange alteration ! Sin, and Death, a-main 
Following his track, fuch was the will of heav'n ! , 
Pav'd after him a broad and beaten way 102^ 

Over the dark abyfs, whole boiling gulf 
Tamely endur'd a bridge of wondrous length. 
From hell continu'd, reaching th' utmoft orb 
Of this frail world ; by which the fpiriis perverle 
With eafy intercour(e pafs to and fro, 103 1 

To tempt or punilh mortals, except whom 
God and good AngcJs guard by fpecial grace. 

^ But now at laft the facred influence 

F Of light appears, and from the walU o( Vit^Vti 
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Shoots (ar into the bofbm of dim night 103d 

A glimmering dawn : here. Nature firft begins 

Her fartheft verge, and Chaos to retire. 

As from her outmoft works a broken Soe^ 

With tumult lefs, and with lefs hoftile din ; 1040 

That Satan with lefs toil, and now with eafe. 

Wafts on tlfi^ calmer wave by dubious light 5 

And like a weather-beaten vefTel holds 

Gladly the port, thou^ (hrouds and tackle torn : 

Or in the emptier wafle, refembling air*. 104J 

Weighs his ipread wings, at leifure to behold 

Far ofFth* empyreal heav'n, extended wide 

In circuit, undetermined fquarc or round : 

With opal tow'rs, and battlements adom'd 

Of living (aphir, once his native (eat ! 1050 

And fait by, hanging in a golden chain. 

This pendent world, in bignefs as a ft^ 

Of fmalleft magnitude, clofe by the moon. 

Thither full fraught with mifchievous revenge, 

Accurs'd, and in a curfed hour he hies. 105:5 

Itbe end of the fecond Book. 
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The ARGUMENT. 

God fitting on his throne fees Sztzn flying towards this 
worlds then newly created j fljews htm to the Sor^ who 
fat at his right hand; foretells the fuccefs o/* Satan In 
perverting mankind: clears his orumjuftlce and wifdom 
from all Imputation^ having created Man free, and able 
enough to have wlthftoodhls tempter ; yet declares his 
purpofe of grace towards him, in regard he fell not of 
his own malice, as did Ssitzn, but by hlmfeduc^d. The 
Son ofG o d renders pralfes to his Father for the 
manlfeftation of his gracious purpofe towards Man ; but 
God again declares, that grace cannot be extended to^ 
wards Man without the fatlsfaCilon of divine juftice ,- 



Man hath offended the majefly of Cod by afplring to 
Godhead, and therefore with all his progeny devoted to 
death nfuft die, uniefs fome one can be found fufficlent 



to anfmerfor his offence, and undergo his punljhment 
The Son of God freely offers himfelf a ranfom for 
Man : Mtf Fat H er accepts him, ordains his incama* 
tlott, pronounces his exaltation above all names In heaven 
and earth : commands all the Angels to adore him ; they 
obey, and hymning to their harts in full choir ^ celebrate 
the Father and the Son. Mean-while Satan alights 
upon the bare convex of this world*s outermoft orb : 
where wandYtn^ he fir fl finds a place, fince call'* d the 
Limbo of Vanity ; what perfons and things fly up 
thither; thence comes to the gate^f heaven, defcrib*d 
a fc ending by flairs, and the waters above the firmament 
that flow about It : his paffage thence to the orb of the 
fun : he finds there Uriel the regent of that orb ; but 
firft changes himfelf Into the fljape of a meaner Angel \ 
and pretending a zealous defire to behold the new crea^ 
tlon, and Man whom God hath placed here, inquires 
of him the place of his habitation^ and is direfled^ 
alights firft on mount Niphates. 



r 

i 






BJJI . 




PARADISE LOST. 



0= 



BOOK III. 



HAIL, holy light ! offspring of 'heav*n firft-born ! 
Or of th' eternal co-eternal beam ! 
May I exprcfs thee unblam'J ? lince God is 
And never but in unapproachcd light (light, 

Dwelt from eternity ; dwelt then in thee, 5 

bright effluence of bright cfTencc increate ! 
Or hcar'fl thou rather pure ethereal ftream, 
Whofe fountain who fhall tell ? Before the fun. 
Before the heav'ns thou wert, and at the voice 
Of God, as with a mantle, diJ(t invert 10 

The fifing world of waters dark and deep, 
Won from the void and formlefs Infinite. 
Thee I re-vifit now with bolder wing, 
Efcap'd the Stygian pool, tho* long detain'd 
In that obfcure fojourn ; while, in my flight, 15 

Through utter and through middle darknefs born, 

r 2 \>l\\V 
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With other notes than to th* Orphean lyre, 
I fungof Chaos, and eternal Night; 
Taught by the heav'nJy Mufe to venture down 
The dark defcent, and up to re-afcend, ao 

Tho' hard, and rare ! Thee I re-vifit fafc^ 
And feel thy fbv'reign vital lamp : but thou 
Rc-viGt'ft not thefe eyes, that rowl in vain 
To find thy piercing ray, and find no dawn ; 
So thick a Drop Serene hath quenchM their orbs, ay 
Or dim fu^Fufion veilM ! Yet not the more 
Ceaie I to wander, where the Mufes haunt 
Clear fpring, or (hady grove, or funny hill, 
Smit with the love of facrcd long : but chief 
Thee Si on, and the flow'ry brooks beneath, 30 
That wafh thy hallow'd feet, and warbling flow, 
Mightly I viht : nor (bmetimes forget j 

Thofe other two equal'd with me in fate, | 

( So were I equal'd with them in renown ! ) ^ 

Blind Thamyris, and blind Mjeonides : 3^ " 

And Tires I AS, and Phineus, prophets old. 
Then feed on thoughts, that voluntary move ; 

Harmonious numbers ; as the Wakeful bird 
Sings darkling, and, in (hadiefl covert hid, J 

Tunes her nodurnal note. Thus with the year 40 * 

Seafbns return ; but not to me returns 
Day, or the fweet approach of ev*n or mom. 
Or fight of vernal bloom, or fummer's rofe, 
Or^^ks, or herds, or human face divine : 
Bdt cloud inflead, and ever-during dark 4^ 

•Surrounds me ! from the chearful ways of men 
Cut off; and for the book of knowledge feir, 
Prefentcd with a univerlal blank 
Of nature's works, to me cxpung'd and ras'd. 
And wifdom at one entrance quite (hut out i 5a 
$0 much the rather thou, coeleftial light i 

Shine 
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Shine inward, and the mind through all her po 
Irradiate ; there pUnt eyes ; aJJ mift from then 
Purge, and difpene ; that I may fee and tell 
Of things inviuble to mortal fight. 

Now had th* Almighty Father from above, 
(From the pure empyrean where he (its 
High thron d above all height) bent down his eye. 
His own works and their works at once to view. 
About him all the Sanctities of heav'n 6 

Stood thick as ilars, and from his fight receiv'd 
Beatitude pafl utt'rance : on his right 
The radiant image of his glory fat, 
His only Son. On earth he iird beheld 
Our two firft parents, yet the only two 65 

Of mankind, in the happy garden plac'd, 
Reaping immortal fruits of joy and love ; 
Uninterrupted joy, unrival'd love, 
In blifsful folitude. He then furvey'd y 
Hell and the gulf between, and Satan there 70 
Coafting the wall of heav*n on this fide night» 
In the dun air fublime ; and ready now 
To floop with wearied wings, and willing feet, 
On the bare outfide of this world, that kem'd 
Firm land imbofom'd without firmament 5 j^ 

Uncertain which, in ocean, or in air. 
Him God beholding from his profped high, 
"Wherein pad, prefent, future he beholds. 
Thus to his only Son forefecing fpake. 

Only begotten Son! feed thou what rage 8q 
Tranfports our adveriary, whom no bounds 
Prefcrib'd, no bars of hell, nor all the chains 
Heap'd on him there, nor yet the main abyfa 
Widc-interrupt, cod hold ? So benl ViC &^tci\ 
Fj 
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On dcfpcrate revenge, that fhall redound 85* 

U^xm his own rebellious head. And now 
Through all reftraint broke loofe, he wings his way 
Tsot far off hcav'n, in the precinifls of light, 
Dire^Uy towards the new-created world, 
^;J«)d man there plac*d; with purpofc to aflay pa 

'■' if him by force he can dcftroy, or worfe, 
By fome falfe guile pervert : and fhall pervert ; 
For man will hearken to his glozing lies, 
And cafily tranfgrefs the fole command, 
Soic pledge of his obedience : fo will fall, pj 

He, and his faithlefs progeny. Whofe fault ? 
Whofe bat his own f Ingratc ! he had of me 
All he could have : I made him juf(, and right ; 
Sufficient to have flood, though free to fall. 
Such I created all th* ethereal Pow'rs, loo 

And fpirits, both them who flood, and them who feird : 
Freely they flood who flood, and fell who fell. 
Not free, what proof could they have giv'n fincere 
Of true allegiance, conflant faith, or love, 
Where only what they needs muft do, appeared ; lojr 
Not, what they would .' What praife could they receive? 
What pleafure I from fuch- obedience paid. 
When will and reafon, reafon alfo is choice, 
Ufclefs and vain, of freedom both defpoil*d. 
Made paffive both, and ferv'd neceffity, 1 1 5 

Not jMe ? They therefore, as to right belong'd, 
So were created, nor can iuftly accufe 
Their Maker, or their making, or their fate : 
As if predefli nation over-rulM 

Their will; difpos*d by abfolute decree, 115- 

Or high fore-knowledge. They themlclves decreed 
ThcM- own revolt, not 1 1 if I fore-knew. 
Fore- knowledge had no influence on their fault, 
IVw'cJj had no lefs prov'd certain unforeknown. 

So 
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So without leaft impulfe, or fhadow of &te, 120 

Or ought by me immutably forefeen, 
They trefpafs ; authots to themfeJves in ail. 
Both what they judge, and what they choofe; for Co 
I form'd them free, and free they mu(i remain, 
'Till they inthrall themfelves ; I d& muft change 
Their nature, and revoke the high decree 126 

Unchangeable, eternal, which ordain'd 
Their freedom ; they themfelves ordain'd their fidi. 
The firft fort by their own fuggeftion k\U 
Self-tempted, (eif-deprav'd : man falls, dcceiv'd 130 
By th' other firfl ': Man therefore Ihail iind grace *, 
The other none : in mercy and juftice both, 
Through heav'n and earth, (b ihall my glory excel i 
But mercy, £rft and b&9 fhall brighteii fliine. 

Thus while God fpake, ambrofial fragrance fill'd 
All heav'n, and in the. bleffed fpirits ele^t 136 

Senie of new joy ineffable difFus'd. 
Beyond compare the Son of Goo was Ceea 
Mod glorious ; in him all his Father fhone 
Subfbntially exprefs'd ; and in his face . 140 

Divine companion viiibiy appeared, 
Love wjtiiout end, and without meafure grace ; 
Which uttering, thus he to his Father fpake. 

O Father ! gracious was that word ^ich closM 
Thy fov'reign fcntence, that man fhould mjd grace ; 
For which Iwth hcav*n and earth ihall high extol 14J 
Thy prailcs, with ih' innumerable Ibund 
Of hymns and facred fbngs, wherewith thy throno 
Encompafs'd Ihail relbund thee ever bleft. 
For ihoulJ man fiaaily be lolt, ihouid man 150 

Thy creature late fo lovM, thy youiiffcft fow^ 
Fsiii chcumventcd thus by fraud, iW \ouVv!V 

F 4 ^^xV 
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With his owtt^blJy ? That be fram thee fir* -^ ' • ^ 

That far he,if^ thee, Fath sr ! Who art jadge 

Of all thiA|gi»'%iade, and judged only ri^t« ij; 

Or (hall the adverfary thus obtain 

His en^, and fruflrate thine ; fhall he fulfil 

His malice, and thy goodnefs bring to nought. 

Or proud return, though to his heavier doom. 

Yet, with revenge accomplifh'd, and to hell ido 

Draw after him the whole race of mankind, 

By him corrupted f Or wilt thou thy kl£ 

Abolifh thy creation, and unmake 

For him, what for thy glory thou haft made ? 

So (hould thy goodnefs, and thy greatnefs both idj 

Be quefiij^i'd, and blafphemM without defence. 

To whom the great Creator thus reply M. 
O Son! in whom my foul hath chief delight. 
Sow of my bofom, Son who jut alone 
My word, my wifdom, and efledual might.* 170 
Ml haft thon fpoken as my thoughts are, all 
As my eternal purpofe hath decreed. 

' Blan mall nor auite be loft, but fav'd who will ; 
Tet not of will in him, but grace in me 
Freely vonch(af*d : once more I will renew 175 

His laj^ed powVs, though forfeit, and inthralFd 
By iin to foul exorbitant defires : 
Upheld by mc, yet once more he fhall ftand 

4 On even ground againft his mortal foe : 

•By m^fi^pheld, that he may know how frail 180 
His fairn condition is, and to me owe 
All Us deliv'rance, and to noi^e but me. 
Some I have chofen of peculiar grace •'* 

E\e& above the reft : fo is my will : 
The reft fhali hear me call, and oft be warQ'4 ! i^J 
Their Unful Aate, and to appeaie bdtiak»^' J 
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Th' inccnfcd Deitv, while ofTerM grace 

Invites : for I will dear their IsnCes dark. 

What may fufiice, and fofien llony hearts 

To pray, repent, and bring obedience due. ipo 

To pray'r, repentance, and obedience due, 

(Though but endcavour'd with fincere intent) 

Mine ear fhaii not be flow, mine eye not (hut. 

And I will place within them as a guide 194 

My umpire Conscience; whom if they will hou^ 

Light after light well us'd they (hall attain. 

And to the end perfifting, fafe arrive. 

This my long fufferance, and my day of grace 

They who negledl and fcom, (hall never tafte ; 

But hard be hardenM, blind be blinded more ; 20a 

That they may Humble on, and deeper fall : 

And none but fuch from mercy I exclude. 

But yet all is not done : Man difobcying, 

Difloyal breaks his fealty, and (Ins 

Againft the high fupremacy of heav'n, jaj 

A3edUng God-head, and (b lofmg all. 

To expiate his treafon hath nought left ; 

But to deftrudtion fiicred, and devote. 

He with his whole pofterity muft die ; 

Die he or Judice muft; unlefs for him 210 

Some other able, and as willing, pay 

The rigid fatisfadlion, death for death. 

Say, heav'nly' Pow'rs! where (hall we find fudi bvcf 

Which of ye will be mortal to redeem ^jj|^ 

Man's mortal crime : and juft, th' unjuft torfKe? 

Dwells in all heaven charity fo dearr '" aii 

He afk'd, but all the heav'nly choir flood 
And filence was in heaven : on man's behalf 
Patron» ix interceflbr, none appear'd ; 
Muc^Jeff diat dnrfi upon his own head dxv^ 
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The deadly forfeiture, and ranfom fet. 

And now, without redemption all mankind 

Mull have been lofi, adjudged to death and hell 

By doom fevere, had not the Son of God, 

(In whom the fulnefs dwells of love divine) 225 

His deareft mediation thus renewM. 

Father ! thy word is paft, Man fliall find grace : 
And (hall grace not find means, that finds her way. 
The fpeediett of thy winged mefTengers, 
To vifit all thy creatures, and to all 230 

^Bfmes unprevented, unimplor*d, un(bught ? 
Happy for Man, Co coming ! He her aid 
Can never feek, once dead in fins, and loft, 
Attonement for himfelf, or offering meet, 
(Indebted and undone I) hath none to bring. 235* 

Behold me then ! me for him, life for life 
I ofTcr, on me let thine anger fall ; 
Acconnt me Man : I for his fake will leave 
Thy boibm, and this glory next to thee 
Freely put off, and for him laflly die 240 

Well pleas'd, on me let Death wreak all his rage. 
Under his gloomy powV I (hall not long 
Lie vanquifh'd ; thou haft giv'n me to poftefs 
Life in my felf for ever ; by thee I live. 
Though now to De a th I yield, and am his due 245 
All ihzt of me can die ; yet that debt paid. 
Thou wilt not leave me in the loath fome grave 
pis prey, nor fuffer my unfpotted foul 
For ever with corruption there to dwell : 
But I (hall rife victorious, and fubdue 250 

My vanquifher, fpoil'd of his vaunted fpoil : 
Death his death's wound (hall then receive, and ftoop 
Inglorious, of his mortal fting difarm*d. 
I tbroijgh the ample air in uiumph high 
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Shall lead hell captive, maugre hell ! and ihow 255 
The Powers of darknefs bound. Thou at the fight 
Pleas'd, out of heaven fhalt look down» and imiie ; 
While by thee rais'd I ruin all my foes, 
Death lafl, and with his carcais glut the grave : 
Then, with the multitude of my redeem'd 260 

Shall enter heav'n long abfent, and return , 
Father ! to fee thy face, wherein no cloud 
Of anger (hall remain ; but peace aflur'd 
And reconcilement : wrath mail be no more 
Thenceforth, but in thy prefence joy entire. 26^ 

His words here ended, but his meek afpcfl 
Silent yet fpake, and breath'd immortal love 
To mortal men, above which only Ihone 
Filial obedience : as a (acriHce 
Glad to be ofFer'd, he attends the will 270 

Of his great Father. Admiration leiz'd 
Ail heav'n, what this might mean, and whither tend 
Wond'ring ; but (bon th' Ahnighty thus reply'd. 

O T H o u in heav'n and earth the only peace 
Found out for mankind under wrath ! O thou lyj 
My (ble complacence ! well thou know'ft how dear 
To me are all my works, nor Man the leaft 
Though laft created ; that for him I fparc 
Thee from my bofom, and right hand, to &vc. 
By lofing thee a- while, the whole race lolh 280 

Thou therefore whom thou only canft redeem^ 
Their nature alio to thy nature join ; 
And be thy felf Man among men on earth. 
Made fJefh, when time fhail be, of virgin feed. 
By wond'rous birth : be thou in Adam's room 285' 
The head of all mankind, thougJ:\ \i>kW^W.% 
Jls jn him perifh all men, fo \i\ tV\ce^ 
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As from a fecond root, (hall be reftor'd 
As many as are reflor'd, without thee none. 
His crime makes guilty all his Tons ; thy merit 290 
Imputed fhall ab(bJve them who renounce 
Their own both righteous, and unrighteous, deeds : 
Asd live in thee tranfplanted, and from thee 
Receive new life. So man, as is moft jufl» 
Shall fatisfy for man, be judg'd, and die ; 395 

And dying rife, and rifing with him raife 
His brethren, ranfomM with his own dear life. 
So, heav'niy love ihail outdo hellifh hate 
Giving to death, and dying to redeem. 
So dearly to redeem what hellifh hate 300 

So eafily deftroy'd, and ftill deftroys 
In tho(e who, when they may, accept not grace. 
Kor (halt thou, by defcending to adume 
Man's nature, \eSen or degrade thine own. 
Becaufe thou haft, the' thron'd in higheft blifs 305 
Equal to God, and equally cnjo^^ing 
God-like fruition, quitted all, to fave 
A world from utter lofs, and haft been found 
By merit more than birthright Son of God : 
Found wortliieft to be fo by being good, 3 10 

Far more than great, or high •, becaufe in thee 
Love hath abounded more than glory abounds ; 
Therefore thy humiliation fhall exalt 
With thee thy manhood alfo to this throne : 
Here fhalt thou fit incarnate, here (halt reign 315- 
Both God and Man, Son both of God and Man, 
Anointed univerfal King ; ail }X)w'r 
I give thee, reign for ever, and affume 
Thy merits : under thee, as head fupreme 3 ip 

Thrones, Princedoms, Pow'rs, Dorcvmxows I reduce : 
A JJ knees to thee /hall bow, of ihem v\\«Lt'\i\^t 
Jo Acav'jQ, or earth, or under cartVi \tiVie\\ 
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Wben thou, attended glorioudy from heav'n, 

Shalt in the (ky appear, and from thee fend 

The fummoning Arch-Angels to proclaim 32 j 

Thy dread tribunal : forthwith from all winds 

The living, and forthwith the cited dead 

Of all paft ages, to the general doom 

Shall haften, fuch a peal fhall rouze their deep ! 

Then all thy faints affembled, thou (halt judge 330 

Bad men, and angels ; they arraign 'd (hall fink 

Beneath thy fentence ; hell, her numbers full, 

Thenceforth (hall be for ever fhut. Mean-while 

The world (hall bum, and from her afhes fpring 

New heav'n and earth, wherein the jufl (hall dwell ; 

And after all their tribulations long 336 

See golden days, fruitful of golden deeds. 

With joy and love triumphing, and fair truth : 

Then thou thy regal (ceptre fhalt lay by, 

For^ regal fceptre then no more (hall need s ^^o 

God fhall be All in All. But all ye Gods. 

Adore him, who to compafs all this dies ; 

Adore the Son, and honour him as me. 

No fboner had th* Almighty ceas*d, but all 
The multitude of angels with a fhout, 34^ 

Loud, as from numbers without number } fweet. 
As from bleft voices, uttVing joy, heav'n rang 
With jubilee, and loud hofannas fiird 
Th' eternal regions. Lowly reverent 
Tow'rds either throne they bow, and to the ground 
With folemn adoration down they caft 351 

Their crowns, inwove with amarant, and gold. 
Immortal amarant 1 a flowV which once 
In Paradife faft by the Tree of Life 
Began to bJoom ; but foon for man's offetvce ^^^ 
Tt9 Aetv'a rcmov'd^ where firft it grew» xkcx^ 50^%, 

toic 
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And flowVs aloft (hading the fount of life ; 
And where the river of blifs thro' midft of heav'n 
■ Rovfis o'er Ely si an flow'rs her amber ftream : 
With thcfe, that never fade, the fpirits cle^l 36 
Bind their refplcndent locks, inwreath'd with beams 
Kow in loofe garlands thick thrown off, the bright 
Pavement, that like a (ea of jafner fhone, 
■Impurpled with coeleflial rofes fmird. 
Then crown'd again, their golden harps they took ; 
Harps ever tun'd, that glittering by their fide 36 
Like quivers hung, and with preamble fweet 
Of charming (ymphony they introduce 
Their facred fong, and waken raptures high. 
No voice exempt ; no voice but well could join 371 
Melodious part, fuch concord is in heav'n. 

Tbex Father firfl they fung, Omnipotent, 
Immutable, Immortal, Infinite, 
Eternal King IThee author of all Being, 
Fountain of light, thy felf invifible 37J 

Amidlt the glorious brightnefs where thou fit'fl 
Thron'd inacccffible, but when thou fliad'ft 
The full blaze of thy beams, and thro' a cloud 
Drawn round about thee like a radiant fhrine, 
Dark with cxcelfive bright, thy fkirts appear, 38c 
Yet dazlc heav'n, that brightclt Seraphim 
Approach not, but with both wings veil their eyes. 
Tnce next they fung of all creation firft, 
Begotten Son, Divine Similitude ! 
In whofe confpicuous count'nance, without cloud 
Made vifible, th' Almighty Father (hines, 38^ 
Whom elfc no creature can behold : oh thee 
Imprefs'd, th' efFuIgence of his glory abides ; 
Tnuisfus'd on thee his ample Spirit rcfts. 
He Jbeiiv'A of beav'ns, and all the pow'rs therein, 

Bi 
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By thee created ; and by thee threw down 39 1 

^ Th' afpiring Dominations. Thou that day 
, Thy Father's dreadful thunder did'ft not fparc; 
. Nor ftop thy flaming cliariot wheels, -|hat (hook 
^ Heav'n's everlafting frame, while o'emhe necks 
^ Thou drov'ft of warring angels difarraid. 39^ 

Back from purfuit thy Pow'rs with loud acclaim 
Thee only extoll'd, Son of thy Father's might. 
To execute fierce vengeance on his foes ; 
Not fo on Man : him thro' their malice AlVn, 400 
^ Father of mercy and grace ! thou didft not doom 
So ftri<ftly, but much more to pity incline. 
No (boner did thy dear and only Son, 
. Perceive thee purposed not to doom fsail man 
^ So ftridly ; but much more to pity inclined, 405* 

He to appeafe thy wrath, and end the ftrife 
Of mercy and juftice in thy fece dilcern'd, 
Regardlefs of the blifs wherein he fat 
Second to thee, ofFer'd himielf to die 
For Man's offence. O unexampled love ! 410 

> I-ove no where to be found lefs than Divine ! 
Hail, Son of God ! Saviour of men ! thy name 
Shall be the copious matter of my fong 
Henceforth, and never (hall my harp thy pralic' 
Forget, nor from thy Fa t H £ R 's praife disjoin. 4 1 j 

Thus they in heav'n, above the ftarry fphere^ 
Their happy hours in joy and hymning (pent. 
Mean-while, upon the firm opacous globe 
Of this round world, who(e firft convex dividct 
The luminous inferior orbs, inclos'd 430 

' From Chaos, and th' inroad of darknefs old, 
Satan alighted walks. A globe far off 
It (eem'd, now (eems a boundlefs cowutvetit, 
^uK wafl^ MDd wild, uxulsr the fxo'Na ol Xk\^x. 
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Starkrs exposM, and ever-threatening (torms 425^ 

Of Chaos blurring round, inclement flcy ! 

Save on that (ide which from the wall of heav'n, 

Tho' diftant fu, fbme finall reflexion gains 

Oi glimm'ring air, lefs vex'd with tempeft loud. 

Here walk'd rhc fiend at large in fpatious field. 430 

As when a vultur on Imaus bred, 

Whofe fnowy ridge the roving Tartar bounds, 

Diflodging from a region (carce of prey, 

To gorge the flefh of lambs, and weanling Icids, 434. 

On hills where flocks are fed, flies tow'rds the fprings 

Of Ganges, or Htdaspes, Indian ftreams. 

But in his way lights on the barren plains 

Of Sericana, where CRiNEsRS^drive 

With fails and wind their cany waegons light : 

So on this windy fea of land, the fiend 440 

Watk'd up and down alone, bent on his prey ; 

Alone, for other creature in this place 

Xiving, or livelefs, to be found was none ; 

-^J^one yet, but ftore hereafter from the earth 
t/p hither like aereal vapours *flew. 
Of all things tranfitory and vain, when fin 
With vanity had fili'd the works of men : 
Both all things vain, and all who in vain things 
Built their fond hopes of glory, or lailing fame, 
Or happinefs in this or th' other life : 459 

All who have their reward on earth, the fruits 
Of painful fuperftition, and blind zeal, 
Nought feeking but the praifc of men, here find 
Fit retribution, empty as their deeds : 
AJI th' unaccomplimM works of nature's hand, 455 
Abortive, monftrous, or unkindly mix'd, 
jDJ/Jb]v*d on earth, fleet hither, and in vain, 

TjJJ £nsd dinblation, wander here •. 

^otm the neighbYmg moon, a» fomtVavc &tt»s^^\ 
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(Tix>re arfent fields more likely habitants, 4^0 

Tranllated faints, or middle fpirits hold» 
Betwixt th' angelical and human kind) 
Hither, of iil-join'd ions and daughters bom, 
Firft ftom the antient world thofe giants came. 
With many a vain expbit, tho' then renown'd 1 46; 
The builders next of B a b B l on the plain 
Of Sennaar, and ftill with vain deugn 
14ew Baaels, had they wherewithal, would build: 
Others came iingie ; he who to be deem'd 
A God, leap'd fondly into ^tna flames, 470 

Empedgclbs : and he who to enjoy 
Plato's Elysium, leap'd into the (ea, 
Gleombr otus : and many more too loqg, 
Embryoes, and idiots, eremits, and friars 474 

■White^ Biack^ and Grey^ with all their trumpery : 
Here Pilgrims roam, that (Iray'd (b far to leek 
In Golgotha him dead, who lives in heav'n : 
And they who to be fure of Paradife, 
Dying put on the weeds of Dominic, 
Or in Franciscan think to pafs difguis'd ; 480 
They pafs the Planets fev'n, and pafs the Fix'd, 
And that chryftaliine fphere whofe ballance weighs 
The Trepidation talk'd, and that firft-mov'd : 
And now faint Peter at heav'n's wicket fceras 
To wait them with his keys, and now at foot 485 
Of heav'n's afcent diey lift their feet : when lo I 
A violent crofs-wind &om either coaft 
Blows-them tranfverfe, ten thoufand leagues awry 
Into the devious air : then might ye fee 
Ck>wles, hoods, and habits, with their wearers, to(l, 
And flutter'd into rags : then Reliques, Beads, 49^1 
Indulgences, Difpen^s, Pardons, Bulls, 
The Jport of winds i All thefe up-viVvvtV^ t\^^x 
FJ/ o'er the 6acifide of the ^cwVA tw qS> 

G ^ 
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Into a Limbo large, and broad, fince call'd 495 

The Paradife of Fools : to few unknown 
Xx)ng after : now unpeopled, and untrode. 
All this dark globe the nend found as he pafs'd ; 
And long he wander'd, till at laft a deam 
Of dawning light turn'd thither-ward in hafie 500 
His travel'd fteps : for diftant he dcjfcries, 
Afccnding by degrees magnificent 
Up to the wall of heav'n, a ftrudhire high ; 
At top whereof, but far more rich, appeared 
The work as of a kingly palace-gate, joy 

With frontifpiece of diamond, and gold, 
Imbcllifh'd ; thick with fparkling orient gems 
The portal fhone, inimitable on earth. 
By model, or by (hading pencil, drawn. 
The flairs were fuch as whereon Jacob law 510 
Angels,, aicending and defcending, bands 
Of guardians bright, when he from Esau fled 
ToPadan-Aram in the field of Luz, 
Dreaming by night under the open iky, 
And waking cry'd, This is the gate of heaven. 51 j 
Each ftair mylterioufly was meant, nor flood 
There always, but drawn up to heav'n ibmetimes 
Viewlefs, and, underneath, a bright fea flow'd 
Of jafper, or of liquid pearl, whereon 
Who after came from earth, failing arrived, 520 

Wafted by Angels, or flew o'er the lake 
Rap'd in a chariot drawn by fiery fteeds. 
The ftairs were then let down, whether to dare 
The fiend by eafy afcent, or aggravate 
His fad exclufion from the doors of blifs : ^%^ 

Diredl again ft which open'd from beneath, 
Ju/l o*er the bJifsful feat of Paradife, 
A pa/Ikge down to th' earth, a pgit&L^ie Hi\4c, 
Wider by {kr thzn that of aftcr-tuaft^ 
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Over mount Si on, and, though that were large, 
Over the Promis'd Land, to God fo dear, 531 
By which, to vifit oft thofe happy tribes, 
On high behcfts his Angels to and fro 
Pafs'd frequent, and his eye with choice regard, 
From Paneas, the fount of Jordan's flood, 5:35- 
To BeersaBa where the Holy Land 
Borders on JEghvt, and th* Arabian fliore. 
So wide the opening feem*d, where bounds were fet 
To darknefs, Tuch as bound the ocean wave. 
Satan from hence, now on the lower flair, 540 
That fcalM by fteps of gold to heaven-gate, 
Looks down with wonder at the fudden view 
Of all this world at once. As when a foout, 
Thro' dark and defer t ways with peril gone 
All night, at lafl by break of chearful dawn 54 5- 

Obtains the brow of fome high-climbing hill, 
Which to his eye difcovers un-aware 
The goodly profpedt of fome foreign land, 
Firft feen : or fome renown 'd metropolis. 
With gliflering fpires and pinnacles adorn'd, 5-50 
Which now the rifing fun gilds with his beams : 
Such wonder feiz'd, thougli after heaven feen. 
The- fpirit malign ; but much more envy feiz'd 
At fight of all this world beheld fo fair. 
Round he furveys, and well might, where he flood 
So high above the circling canopy 5- 5-6 

Of night's extended fhade, from eaflern point 
Of Libra, to the fleecy flar, that bears 
Andromeda far-off Atlantic feas. 
Beyond th' horizon : then, from Pole to Pole ^60 
He views in breadth ; and witliout longer paufe 
Down right into the world's firft refriotv \V\\o^^ 
His d/ght precipitant, and winds wkh c^fe 
Through the pure marble air his obWcYW^ V4?oj , 
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Amongd innumerable ftars, tba^t flione S^S 

Stars diftant, but nigh hand (eem'd otb^r worlds ; 
Or other worlds they feem'd, or happy ifles, 
Like thofe Hespermn gardens fam'd of oid» 
Fortunate fields, and groves, and flow'ry vales ; 
Thrice happy ifles ! But who dwelt happy there 
He ftaid not to inquire. Above theipi all 571 

The golden fun, in fplend'or likeft heav'n, 
Allur'd his eye : thither his courfe he bends 
Through the calm firmament : but, up or down 
By centre or eccentric, hard to tell ; 575 

Or longitude, where the great luminary 
Aloft the vulgar conftellations thick, 
That from his lordly eye keep diltance due, 
Difpenfes light from far ; they as they move 
Their ftarry dance in numbers that compute jSo 
Days, months and years, tow'rds his all-chearing lamp , 
Turn fwift their various motions, or are tum'd 
By his magnetic beam, that gently warms 
The univcrfe, and to each inward part 
With gentle penetration, though unieen» j8f 

Shoots invifible virtue even to the Deep; 
So wondroufly was fet his flation bright 1 
There lands the fiend, a fpot like which perhaps 
Artronomer in the fun's lucent orb 
Through his glaz'd optic tube yet never law. 590 
The place he found beyond expreffion bright. 
Compared with ought on earth, metal, or fione : 
Not all parts like, but all alike infbrm'd 
With radiant light, as glowing iron with fire ; 
If metal, part feem'd gold, part lilver clear : 59jp 
If Itone, carbuncle molt, or chryfblite, 
/iuby, or topaz ; or the twelve that (hone 
In Aaron's breaft-plate : and ^ V\.otvft>aA&»» 
limgiji 'J rather oft than clfcwtew fcesv^ 
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That (lone, or like to that, which here below 600 

Philo(bphers in vain fo long have fought, 

In vain, though by their powerful art they bind 

VoJatU Her MBS, and call up unbound 

In various (hapes old Proteus from the fca, 

Drain'd through a limbec to his naked form. 605 

"What wonder then if fields, and regions, here 

Breathe forth elixir pure, and rivers run 

Potable gold, when with one virtuous touch 

Th' arch-chimic fun, Co far from us remote. 

Produces, with terreflrial humor mix*d, 610 

Here in the dark fo many precious things 

Of colour glorious, and cSe6k fo rare f 

Here matter new to gaze the devil met 

Undazled ; far and wide his eye commands. 

For (ight no obltacle found here, or fliadc, 6 1 $ 

But all funfhine ; as when his beams at noon 

Culminate from th' Equator ; as they now 

Shot ujward flill.dircA, whence no way round 

Shadow from body opaque can fall, and tii' air, 

No where fo clear, Iharpen'd his vifual ray 6co 

To objcvfts diftant far, whereby he foon 

Saw within ken a glorious angel (land. 

The lame whom John faw alfo in the fua: 

His back was turn'd, but not his brightncfs hid : 

Of beaming funny rays a golden tiar 62$ 

Circled his head, nor lefs his locks behind 

Illuftrious on his fhoulders, fledge with wings. 

Lay waving round : on fome great charge employ M 

He (eem'd, or fixt in cogitation deep. 

Glad was the fpirit impure, as now in hope 630 

To find who might dired his wandering night 

To Paradife, the happy feat of man, 

Hxs journey's endf and our be^\\m\T\c»N^<>t, 

But Brii he ca(l$ to change \V\s yto^x Vws.n^^> ^ . 
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Which elfe might work him danger, or delay : ^3 j 

And now a (tripling Cherub he appears. 

Not of the prime, yet fuch as in his face 

Youth fmii'd coeleftial, and to every Jimb 

Suitable grace diffused, fo well he feign'd. 

Under a coronet his flowing hair 640 

In curls on either cheek play'd, wings he wore 

of many a colour*d plume, (prinkled with gold : 

His habit fit for fpeed fuccina, and held 

Before his decent fteps a filver wand. 

He drew not nigh unheard, the angel bright, ^45* 

Ere he drew nigh, his radiant vifage turn'd, 

AdmonilhM by his ear ; and ftrait was known 

Th* Arch- Angel Uriel, one of the fcv'n 

Who in God's prefence, ncareft to his throne. 

Stand ready at command, and are his eyes 650 

Tliat run thro' all the heav'ns, or down to th' earth 

Bear his fwlft errands, over moilt and dry. 

O'er fea and land : him Satan thus accoftS^ 

Uriel ! for thou of thofe fev'n fpirits that fland 
In fight of God's high throne, gloriouily bright, 
The firft art wont his great authentid will 6^6 

Interpreter through higheft heav'n to bring, 
Where all his fons thy embaflie attend : 
And here are likelieft by fupreme decree 
Like honour to obtain ; and as his eye, 660 

To vifit oft this new creation round : 
Unfpeakable dcfire to fee, and know 
All thefe his wondrous works, but chiefly man. 
His chief delight, and favour ; him, for whom 
All thefe his works fb wondrous he ordain'd, 66^ 
H2th brought me from the choirs of Cherubim 
A/one thus wandYing : brighteft Senph I leU 
-^ wJucliofall there /hining orbs Yv^^ii maxv 
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His fixed feat, or fixed (eat hath none. 
But all thefe (hining orbs his choice to dwdl ; 670 
That I mav find him, and with fecret gaze. 
Or open aamiration, him behold 
On whom the great Creator hath beftow'd 
^Worlds, and on whom hath all thefe graces pour'd ; 
That both in him, and all things, as is meet, 67^ 
The univerial Maker we may praife ; 
"Who juftly hath driven out his rebel foes 
To deepefi hell ; and, to repair their k>fs, 
Created this new happy race of men, 
. To ferve him better : wife arc all his ways ! 680 

So fpake the falfe diffemblcr unperceiv'd ; 
For neither man, nor angel, can difcern 
Hypocrify, the only evil that walks 
Jnvifible, except to God alone, 684 

By his permiflive will, through heav'n and earth : 
And oft though wifdom wake, fufpicion fleeps 
At wiidom's gate, and to iimplicity 
Refigns her charge, while goodncfs thinks no ill 
Where no ill feems, which now for once beguiPd 
Uriel, though regent of the fun, and held 6po 
The fharpeft-fightcd fpirit of all in heav'n : 
Who to the fraudulent impoftor foul, 
In hi^ uprightnefs anfwer thus returned. 

Fair Angel! thy defire, which tends to know : 
The works of God, thereby to glorify 6^f 

The great work-mafter, leads to no excefs 
That reaches blame, but rather merits praife 
The more it feems excefs, that led thee hither 
From thy empyreal manfion thus alone. 
To wjtnefs with Mae eyes what (bme, iptJcW'^^^ "\^^ 
Contented with report, hear only in VicaVti \ 

Ga ^<^ 
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For wonderful indeed are all his works ! 
Pleafant to know, and worthidft to be ail 
Had in remembrance always with delight. 
But, what created mind can compvdiend 705 

Their number, or the wHdom infinite 
That brought them forth, iut hid their caufes dc^ f 
I faw when at his word the ibrmlefs mafs, 
This world's material mold, came to a heap : 
Confufion heard his voice, and wild uproar 7 10 

Stood rul'd, ftood vaft infinitude confin'd : 
Till at his fecond bidding darknefs fled. 
Light (hone, and order from diforder fprung. 
Swift to their feverai quarters hailed then 
The cumbrous elements, earth, flood, air, fire, 715 
And the ethereal quintefTence of heav'n 
Flew upward, fpirited with various forms, 
That rowl'd orbicular, and tum'd to ftars, 
Numberlefs, as thou feeft, and how they move ; 
Each had his place appointed, each his courfe ; 720 
The reft in circuit walls this univerfe. 
Look downward on that globe whofe hither fide 
With light from hence, tho* but refle^d, fhines ^ 
That place is earth, the feat of man ; that light 
His day, which eKe, as th* other hemifphcre, 725^ 
Night would invade ; but there the neighboring moon 
(So call that oppofite fair ftar) her aid 
Timely interpofes, and her monthly round 
Still ending, itill renewing through mid heav'n. 
With borrow'd light her countenance triform 73O 
Hence fills, and empties, to enlighten th' earth. 
And in her pale dominion checks the night. 
That fpot to which I point is Paradife, 
Adjm*s abode, thofe lofty (hades his bowV : 734 
TAjr way thou C2n'&. not mifs, mt mmt lec^vtea. 
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Thus foid, he tarn'd ; and Satan bowing low 
As to fuperior {pirits is wont in heav'n. 
Where honour due, and reverence, none negleds. 
Took leave, and tow'rd the coaft of earth beneath 
Down from th' ecliptic, (ped with hop'd fuccefs, 740 
Throws his deep flight in many an aery wheel ; 
Norftaidj till on Niphates' top he lights. 



Tie end of the third Book. 
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The ARGUMENT. 

Satan, now in frofpeEi o/*Edcn, and nigh the place inhere 
he muft now attempt the hold enterprize which he un- 
dertook alone againft God and Many falls into many 
doubts with himfelf and many pajpons^ feai\ envy, and 
defpair : hut at length confirms him/elf in evil, jour- 
neys on to Paradifii whofe outward proJpeCi and fit ua^ 
tion is defcrihed, overleaps the hounds, fits in the fljape 
of a cormorant on the Tree of Life, as the higheft in 
the garden, to look, about him* ^ ^T he garden defcribed; 
SatanV firfi fight of Adim Ond Eve ; his wonder at 
their excellent form and happy ft ate, but with refolution 
to work their fall ; overhears their difcourfe ; thence 
gat her f that tpe Tree cfKng^edgd w«s forbidden them 
to tat •f under penalty if dkath^^ and4here6n iMends 
to found his temptation, by /educing them to tranfgrefs: 
then leaves them a-while to know further of their ftate 
byfome other means. Mean-while Uriel, defending on 
a fun-beam, warns Gabtiel, iMho had in charge the gate 
of Paradife, th at feme eviljpirit had efcaped the deep, 
andpaft at noon by his fphere in the jhape of a good 
tJlngd dqmn to Paradife^ difaovcred afien^ards by iis 

^fcnottt gefftirfs'in thi m^Unt ? (Sdbrip fromi/es to find 
him out ere morning. Night comes on, Adam and Eve 
difcourfe of going to their reft : their bower defcribed; 
their evening worfljip. Gabriel drawing forth his bands 

" ' fn ntg&i^f/Mttrf to wdfK tw^ TOftftchof i^arouije, appoints 
twojlrong Angels ro AdamV bower, left the evilfpirit 
Jhould be there doing feme harm to Adam or ^v^fteep" 
ing ; there they find him at the ear oflE^ve, tempting 
her in a dream, and bring him, tho* unwilling, to Ga- 
briel ; by whom queftion^d, he fcornfully anfwers, pre- 
pares refiftance, but, hindered by a fign from heaven, 
J&rs out of Paradife. 
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OFOR that warning voice^ which he who fav 
Th* Apocalyps heard cry in hcav'n aloud^ 
Then when the Dragon, put to (econd rout. 
Came furious down to be rcvengM on meo^ 
HTi^ to ih* inhabitdttts on earth I that now g 

AVhile time was, our firft parents bad been wam'd 
The coming of their fecrct foe, and Tcap'd, 
Haply lb 'icap'd, his mortal fnare : for now 
Satan, now Hrfl InHam'd with rage, came down* 
(The tempter, ere th' accufcr, of mankind) xo 

To "wreak on Innocent frail man his io(s 
Of that firft battle, and his flight to hell. 
Yet not rejoicing in his fpced, thoug]h bold. 
Far off md fearleCSf Aor with caub to \)cx&« 
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Begins his dire attempt ; which nigh the birth i j 

Now fowling, boils in his tumultuous breafti 

And like a devilifh engine back recoils 

Upon himfelf : horror and doubt diftrad): 

His troubled thoughts ; and from the bottom ftir 

The hell within him, for within him hell 20 

He brings, and round about him, nor from hell 

One flep, no more than from himfelf, can fly. 

By change of place : now confcience wakes defpair. 

That flumber'a ; wakes the bitter memory 

Of what he was, what is, and what mufl be, 25 

Worfc ! of worfe deeds worfe fufJcrings mufl enfue. 

SonMimes tow'rds Eden, which now in his view 

Lay pleafant, his griev'd look he fixes fad : 

Sometimes tow'rds heav'n, and the full blazing fun. 

Which now fat high in his meridian tow*r : 30 

Then much revolving, thus in fighs began. 

O thou! that, with furpafling glory crown *d, 
l.ook'fl: from thy fole dominion like the God 
Of this new world ; at whofe fight all the ftars 
Hide their dimmifh'd heads ; to thee I call , 35^ 

But with no fi*iendly voice, and add thy name, 

Sun ! to tell thee how I hate thy beams, 
That bring to my remembrance from what (tate 

1 fell : how glorious once above thy fphere ! 

*Till pride, and worfe ambition, threw me down, 40 
Warring in hcav'n againft heavVs match lefs King. 
Ah wherefore ! He deferv'd no fuch return 
From me, whom he created what I was. 
In that bright eminence ; and with his good 
Upbraided none ; nor was his fervice hard. 45- 

IVAat could be lefs ! than to afford him praife, 
CTAe esfied rccompcnfc,) and pay Vwm tVi^T^^ \ 
^ow due J yet aii his good prov'A Vil vft. mt» 
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And wrought bat malice : lifted up (b high 

I Tdein'd fubje^Hon, and thought one ftep higher 

Would fet nno higheft ; and in a moment quit 51 

The debt immenfe of endlefs gratitude ; 

So burthenfome, ftill payinjZ» ftill to owe ; 

Forgetful what from him I ftill receivM : 

And underftood not that a grateful mind 55 

By owing owes not, but ftifi pays, at once 

Indebted, and difcharg'd : what burden then ? 

O had his powerful ddftiny ordain*d 

Me (bme inferior angel 1 I had ftood 

Then happy ; no unbounded hope had raisM 66 

Audition \ Yet why not ? fome other pow*r 

As great might have afpu-'d, and me though mean 

Drawn to his oart : but other pow'rs as great 

Fell not, but ftand unihaken ; from within. 

Or firom without, to all temptations arm'd. 6$ 

Hadft thou the fame free will, and pow'r to ftand ? 

Thou hadft ! Whom haft thou then, or what, t'accufc, 

But heav'n's free love, dealt equally to all? 

Be then his love accurft, fmce love, or hate^ 

To me alike, it deals eternal woe : 70 

Kay, curft be thou ! (ince againft his thy will 

Chofe freely what it now fo juftly rues. 

Me miferable ! which way (hall I fly 

Infinite wrath, and infinite defpair ? 

Which way I fly is hell ; my felf am hell ; 75^ 

And, in the loweft deep, a lower deep 

Still threatning to devour me opens wide ; 

To which the hell I fufFer fcems a heav'n. 

O then at laft relent ! Is there no place 

Left for repentance ? none for pardon left f 80 

Ndne.left, out by fubmiflion ; and that 'votA. 

Dz/^ah /brbids me, and my dread of ftvame 
Among the fpiriu tenwth, whom 1 feduc'd 
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With other pmmifes, and other VAunts 

Than to fubmit, boafting I could fiibdtM ^ 

Th' Omniootent. Ah me ! they litde know 

kow dearly I abide that boaA K> vaiBs 

Under what tormenis inwardly I grpaa. 

While they adore me on the throne of l^U, 

With diadem, and iceptre, higjb advaoc'd^ 5IQ 

The lower &iU I &IU only fiipreme 

In mifery ; fiiieh joy ambition finds ! 

But fay I could repent, and cocild obtdn^ 

By a6l of grace, my former (bite :: how foon ^ 

Would hei^t recall high tboughtfl^ Jhow ibon nn-firjf 

What feign'd fubmiffion fwore ! ea& would fecant 

Vows m^ in pain, as violent and Void ; 

For never can true reconcilement groWf 

Where wounds of deadly hate liave pterc'd Co deep^ 

Which would but lead me to a worfe relapse, un 

And heavier fall : fo (hould I purchafe dear 

Short intermiHion, bought with doubled fmart. 

This knows my punifher ; therefore as far 

From granting he, as 1 from begging peace. 

Mi hope excluded thus, behold ! in Uead ifCtj 

Of us out-caft, exil'd, his new delight 

Mankind created, and for him this world. 

So farewel hope ! and with hope« farewel fear 1- 

Farewel remorfe ! all good to me is- loil : 

Evil, be thou my good ! By thee at lead 110 

Divided empire with heav'n's king I hold ; 

By thee, and more than half perhaps, will reign 3 

As man ere-long, and this new world, fhail know. 

Thus while he fpake, each pafHon dimm'd his fke^ 
Thrice chang*d with pale, ire, envy, and defpau*^ iji|r 
WAIch marr'd his borrow'd vi£ai^» ^lA \«Xti:^'d 
ffim coumerfeit^ if any eycbebeVi* 
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For, heav'niy minds from fuch diftcmpcrs foul 
Ate ever clear. Whereof be foon aware, 
Each perturbation fmooth'd with outward calm, 120 
Artificer of fraud ! and was the firft 
That pradisM falfhood, under faintly fliew 
Deep malice to conceal, couch'd with revenge. 
Yet not enough had pra^is'd, to deceive 12^ 

Uriel once wamM ; whofe eye purfu'd him down 
The way he went, and on th* Assyrian mount 
Saw him disfigur'd, mor€ than could befall 
Spirit of happy fbrt : his geftures fierce 
He marked; and mad demeanor, then alone, 
As he fupposM, all un-obfcrv'd, unfeen. 150 

So, on he fares *, and to the border comes 
Of Eden, where dfelicious Paradife, 
Now nearer, crowns with her enclofure green. 
As with a rural mound, the ciiampain head 
Of a, fteep wildernefs ; whole hairy fides ijj 

With thicket overgrown, grotefqufe, and wild, 
Accels deny'd j and over head up-grew 
Infuperable iieight of loftieft Ihade, 
Cedar, and pine, and fir, and branching palm, 
A fylvan (bene ! and as the ranks afcend jj^o 

Shade above (hade, a woody theatre 
Of ftatelieil view^ Yet higher than their tops 
The verdurous wall of Paradife up-fprung : 
Which to our general fire gave profpe<fl large 
Into his nether empire, neighb'ring round, 145: 

And higher than that wall a circling row 
Of fioodiieft trees, loaden with faircfl fruit, 
Bloflbms, and fruits at once of golden hue, 
Appear'd, with gay enamel'd colours mix*d 1 
On which the fun more glad imprefs'd his beams^ 
Than in fair evening cloud, or humid bovj , \<>V 

'iVha2 God bath fhowYd the earth •, fa \ov^\v &w>! ^ 
H 'VV^ 
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That landfcapc ! and of pure now purer air 
Tflects Iiis approach -, ancf to the heart infpircs 
Vernal delight, and joy, able to drive ijj 

All fadnefs, but defpair : now gentle gales. 
Fanning their odoriferous wings, dilpenfe 
Native perfumes, and whifper whence they ftole 
Thofe balmy fpoils. As when to them who fail 
Beyond the Cape of Hope, and now are paft 
MozAMBic, off at fea north-ead winds blow i6i 
Saba AN odour from the fpicy fhore 
Of Araby the blest, with fuch delay 
Well-pleas'd they flack their courfe, and many a leagui 
Chear d with the grateful fmell old Ocean fmiles : 
So entcrtain'd thofe odorous fweets the fiend, i6d 
Who came their bane ; though with them better pleas'd 
Than Asmodeus with the fifliy fume 
That drove him, though enamour'd, from the ipoufe . 
Of T o B I T 's Ion, and with a vengeance fent 1 70 
From Media poft to .^ g y p t, there fall bound. 

Now to th* afcent of that ftcep lavage hill 
Satan had journied on, penfive, and flow ; 
But further way found none, fb thick entwinM, 
As one continu'd brake, ^the undergrowth 175 

Of All ubs, and tangling buflies, had perplexed 
All path of man, or beaft, that pafs*d that way. 
One gate there only was, and that look'd eaft, 
• On th* other fide : which when th' arch-felon law, 
Due entrance he difdainM, and in contempt 180 

At one flight bound high over-leap'd all bound 
Of hill, or higheft wall, and flieer within 
Lights on his feet. As when a prowling wolf, 
Whom hunger drives to feek new haunt for prey. 
Watching where fliephcrds pen their flocks at eve 
In hurdled cotes, amid ihc field fccure, iS6 
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Leaps o'er the fence with cafe into the fold : 
Or as a thief, bent to unhoard the cafh 
Of (bmc rich burgher, whofe fubftantial doors, 
Crofs-ban'd, and bohed faft, fear no alTauIt, l^® 

In at the window climbs, or o*er the tiles : 
So cloinb the firfl grand thief into God's fold ; 
(So fince into his church lewd hirelings climb.) 
Thence up. he flew, and on the Tree of Life, 
The middle tree, and higheft there that grew, 1^3 
Sat like a cormorant ; yet not true life 
Thereby regain'd, but fat deviling death 
To them who liv'd : nor on the virtue thought 
Of that life-giving plant, but only us'd 
For profpedl, what well-us'd had been the pledge 
of immortality. (So little knows ' 201 

Any, but God alone, to value right 
The good before him, but perverts bed things 
To worft abufe, or to their meancfi ufe.) 
Beneath him, with new wonder, now he views, 205" 
To all delight of human fcnfe cxpnsM 
In narrow room, nature's whole wealth, yea more, 
A heav'n on earth ! for blifsful Paradife 
Of God the garden was, by him in th* cafl: 
of Et>EN planted ; Eden ftrctch*d her line a 10 
From A u R A N eaft ward to the royal tow*rs 
Of great Sel eucia, built by Grecian kings. 
Or where the fons of Eden long before 
Dwelt in T E L a s s A R. In this pleafant foil 
His far more plcafant garden God ordainM. j»iy 
Out of the fertile ground he caus'd to grow 
All trees of noblefl kmd, for fight, fmeli, tafte ; 
And all amid them flood the Tree of Life, 
High eminent, blooming ambrofial fruit 
*Of vegetable gold : and next to life. 220 

Our death, the Tree of Knowledge, grcvi (i&.Vk^ \ 

Ha Yw^w^ 
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Knowledge of good, tx>ught dtrar by knowing ill ! 

Southward through Eden went a river large, 

Kor chang'd his courfe, but through the fliaggy hill 

Pafs'd undemeaih ingUlPd ; for God had thrown 225' 

That mountain as his garden mound, high rais'd 

Upon the rapid current, which through veins 

Of porous earth with kindly third up drawn, 

Rofe a frefli fountain, and with many a rill 

Water'd the garden ; thence united fell 230 

Down the deep glade, and met the nether flood, 

"Which from his darkfome paflagc now appears : 

And now divided into four main dreams. 

Runs divcrfe, wandring many a famous realm 

And country, whereof here needs no account ; 235 

But rather to tell how (if art could tell 

How) from that fcphire fount the crifped brooks 

Rowling on orient pearl, and fands of gold. 

With mazy error under pendent rtiades 

Ran Nedar, vifiting each plant, and fed 240 

Flow'rs worthy of Paradife, which not nice art 

In beds, and curious knots, but nature boon 

Pour'd forth profufe on hill, and dale, and plain. 

Both where the morning fun fird warmly fmote 

The open field, and where the un-pierc'd fhadc 24J 

Imbrown'd the noon-tide bow'rs. Thus was this place, 

A happy rural (cat of various view : 

Groves whofc rich trees went odVous gums, and balm. 

Others whofc fruit,, burnifh d with golden rind, 

Hung amiable : Hesperian fables true, 250 

If true, here only, and of delicious tade. 

Betwixt them lawns, or level downs, and flocks 

Grazing the tender herb, were interpcfe'd : 

Or palmy hilloc, or the flowVy lap 

Of fome irrii^uous valley fprcad her dore; 2^^ 

FlowVs of all hue, and without thorn the roft. 

Anotber ; 



. Book IV. ParadiseLost. 97 

Another fide, umbrageous grots, and caves 
Of cool reccfs, o'er which the mantling vine 
Lays forth her purple grape, and gently creeps 
Luxuriant: mean-while murmuring waters fall 260 
Down the flope hills, difpcrsM, or in a lake, 
That to the fringed bank with myrtle crown M 
Her cryftal mirror holds, unite their ftreams. 
The birds their choir apply : airs, vernal airs. 
Breathing the fmcll of field and grove, attune 
The trembling leaves, while univcrfal Pan, 266 
Knit with the Graces, and the Hours, in dance. 
Led on th* eternal fpring. Not that fair field 
Of E N N A, where Proserpine gathering flow'rs, 
Her felf a fairer flowV, by gloomy Dis 270 

Was gather *d ; which coft Ceres all that pain 
To feck her through the world : nor that fweet grove 
Of Daphne by Orontes, and th* infpir'd 
Castalian fpring, might with this Paradilc 
Of Eden ftrivc : nor that Nyseian ifle 275" 

Girt with the river Triton, where old Cvam, 
( Whom Gentiles A M M o N call, and LibyanJove) 
Hid A M A L T H E A, and her florid fbn -% 

Young Bacchus, from his ftepdame R h e a 's eye ; 
Nor where A b as sin kings their iflfuc guaid, 280 
Mount A MARA (though this by fomc fuppoi'd 
True Paradifc) under the ^I^t h lOP Line 
By NiLUs* head, jnclos'd wrth fhihing rock, 
A whole day's journey high ; but wide remote 
From thife Assyrian garden : where the fiend '28^ 
Saw un-dclighted all dcliglit, all kind 
Of living creatures, new to light, and ftrange. 

Two of far nobler /hape, cre<ft and tall, 
Godlike erc^ ! with native honour clad 
In naked nu^efty, feem'd Lords of all ; a^^ 

H 3 KxA 
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And worthy feemM : for in their looks divine 
The image of their glorious Maker fhone, 
Truth, wifdom, fanditude fevere, and pure; 
Severe, but in true filial freedom placed, 
Whence true authority in men : though both 295 
Not equal, as their fex not equal feem*d : 
For contemplation he, and valour form'd ; 
For Ibftncfs ihe, and fvveet attradjvc grace ; 
He, for God only; (he, for God in him. 
His fair large front, and eye fublime, declar'd 30a 
Ablblute rule ; and hyacinthin locks 
Round from his parted forelock manly hung 
Clultring, but not beneath his flioulders broad. 
She, as a veil, down to the (lender waill 
Her un-adorned golden trefTes wore, 30jr 

DislhevelM ; but in wanton ringlets wav'd, 
As the vine curls her tendrils, which imply'd 
Subjection, but rcquir'd with gentle fway ; 
And by her yielded, by him beft received : 
Yielded with coy fubmilBon, modeft pride, 310 

And fwcet reludant amorous delay. 
Kor thofe myftcrious parts were then contcal'd ; 
Then was not guilty (name, diflioneft Ihame 
Of nature's works : honour difhonourable ! 
Sin -bred ! how have ye troubled all mankind 9 15: 
With (hews inftead, mere (hews, of fccming pure ; 
And banifli'd from man's life his happieft life, 
Simplicity, and fpotlefs innocence / 
So pafs'd they njiked on, nor (hun'd the fight 
of God, or Angel, for they thought no ill. 320 

So hand in hand they pafs'd, the lovelieft pair 
That ever fince in love's embraces met ; 
Adam the goodlieft man of men fince born 
His ions ; the /aireft of her daugjitets ¥.Ull« ' 
Ujider 9 mft of fbzde. that QU 2, et^ea JV^-S, 
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Stood whifp'ring foft, by a frefh fountain-fide 
They fat them down ; and after no more toil 
Of their fwreet gard'ning labour, than fuffic'd 
To recommend cool Zephyr, and made eafc 
More eafy ; wholfome thirfl, and appetite 330 

More yateful, to their fuppcr-fruits they fell, 
Ne^rme fruits ! which the compliant boughs 
Yielded them, fide-long as they fat recline 
On the (oft downy bank damafk'd with flow'rs, 
The favoury pulp they chew, and in the rind, 335" 
Still as they thirfted, icoop the brimming flrcam : 
Nor gentle purpofe, nor endearing fmiles 
Wanted, nor youthful dalliance, as befeems 
Fair couple, link'd in happy nuptial league, 
Alone as they. About them fri(king plaid J46 

All beafts of th* earth (fince wild) and of all chafe, 
In wocxl, or wildernefs, foreft, or den; 
Sporting the lion rampM, and in his paw 
Dandled the kid ; bears, tigers, ounces, pards, 
Gambord before them ; th* unweildy elepnant, 34 f 
To make them mirth, us'd all his might, and wrcathM 
His lithe probofcis ; clofe the ferpent fly 
Infinuating, wove with Gordian twine 
His braided train, and of his fatal guile 
G;iyc proof unheeded : others on the grafs 35-0 

Couch d; and now fillM with pafhire gazing fat, 
Or bed-ward ruminating : for the fun, 
Dcclin'd, was hafling now with prone career 
To th* ocean ifles, and in th* afcending fcale 
Of heav'n the ftars, that ulhcr evening, rofe : 3 5*5 
A5£hen Satan fliil in gaze, as tirfl he flood, 
Scarce thus at length faiPd fpeech recovcr'd lad. 

O Hell ! what do mine eyes VvxVv ^ut^\i^Oi^^ 
-fo/P oar room of bfifs ihu& hitt\\ aAvwkc'i^ 

H4 Cx^-^w 
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Creatures of other mold ; earth-born perhaps, 1 60 

Not fpirits ; yet to heav'nly fpirits bright 

Little inferior ; whom my thoughts purfue 

With wonder, and couJd love, To lively fhines 

In them divine rcfemblancc, and fuch grace 

The hand that form'd them on their (hape hath pour'd. 

Ah gentle pair ! ye little think how nigh ^66 

Your change approaches ; when all thcfc delights 

Will vanifli, and deliver ye to woe ; 

More woe, the more your uftc is now of joy : 

Happy ! but for fo happy ill fecur'd 3 70 

liong to continue ; anci this high feat your heav'n, 

lU-fenc'd for heav'n, to keep out fuch a foe 

As now is cnter'd : yet no purpos'd foe 

To you, whom I could pity thus forlorn, 

Though I unpiiicd. League with you I feek, 37 j 

And mutual amity, fo flrait, fo clofe. 

That I with you muft dwell, or you with me 

Henceforth : my dwelling haply may not picafe, 

Like this fair Paradiib, your fenfe ; yet fuch 

Accept, your Maker's work ; he cave it me, 380 

Which I as freely give : hell flialT unfold. 

To entertain you two, her wideft gates. 

And fend forth all her kings : there will be room. 

Not like thefe narrow limits, to receive 

Your numerous offspring : if no better place, 385" 

Thank him who puts me loth to tliis revenge 

On you, who wrong me not, for him who wrong'd. 

And (hould I at your harmlefs innocence 

Melt, as I do, yet public reafon juft. 

Honour, and empire with revenge enlarg'd, 390 

By conqu*fiog this new world, compels me now 

To do, what elfc, though damn'd^ I (hould abhor^ 

So Ipakc tbe^end, and witUw«l^^Tf. ^^ 
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The tyrant's plea, excus'd his devil ifh deeds. 

Then from his lofty (land on that high tree, 395- 

Down he alights among the fportful herd 

Of thofe four footed kinds ; himfclf now one, 

Now other, as their fliapc beft ferv'd his end 

Nearer to view his prey, and un-efpy'd 400 

To mark what of their Itaie he more might Jearn, 

By word, or aftion mark'd : about them round, 

A Jion n©w he llaiks with fiery glare ; 

Then, as a tiger, who by chance hath fpy'd, 

In £bme purlieu, two gentle fawns at play. 

Strait couches clofe, then rifmg changes oft 40^ 

His couchant watch, as one who chole his ground, 

Whence rufhing he might furelt fcizc them both, 

Grip*d in each paw : when Adam, firft of men. 

To firft of women, Eve, thus moving fpeech, 

TurnM him, all ear, to hear new utterance flow. 410 

Sole partner, and fole part of all thefe joys ! 
Dearer thy {t\{ than all 1 needs muft the Pow*r 
That made us, and for us this ample world. 
Be infinitely good, and of his good 
As liberal, and free, as infinite ; 41 j 

That rais'd us from the duft, and plac'd us liere 
In ail this happinefs, who at his hand 
Have nothing merited, nor can perform 
Ought whereof he hatli need : He ! who requires 
From us no other fervice than to keep 420 

This one, this eafy charge, of all the trees 
In Paradiie, that bear delicious fruit 
So various, not to tafte that only Tree 
Of Knowledge, planted by the Tree of Life : 
So near grows death to life ! whate'cr Ae;iLX\\\% •. &j*^^ 
l^omc dreadful thing, no doubt : for VJeW xV\o\\ VtvoV^ 
Cod hath pronounc'd it death to ViSit lYi^xu^t^ 
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The only fign of our obedience left, 

Among fo many figns of pow'r, and rule, 

Confer'd upon us ; and dominion giv'n 430 

Over all other creatures that pofTefs 

Earth, air, and iea. Then, let us not think hard 

One cafy prohibition, who enjoy 

Free leave fo large to all things elfe, and choice 

Unlimited of manifold delights : 43 j 

But let us ever praife him, and extol 

His bounty, following our delightful talk, 

To prune ihefe growing plants, and tend thefe flow'rs ; 

Which were it toilfome, yet with thee were fweet. 

To whom thus Eve reply'd. O thou ! for whom, 
And from whom I was form'd ; fleOi of thy flefh ; 44 1 
And without whom am to no end ; my guide, 
And head ! what thou haft faid is juft, and right. 
For, we to him indeed all praifes owe. 
And daily thanks ; I chiefly, who enjoy 44^^ 

So far the happier lot, enjoying thee 
Pre-eminent by fo much odds ; while thou 
Like confort to thy felf canft no where find. 
That day I oft remember, when from fleep 
I firft awak'd, and found my felf repos*d 450 

Under a Ihade, on flowVs ; much wondVing where. 
And what I was, whence thither brought, and how. 
Not diftant far from thence, a murmuring found 
Of waters iflu'd from a cave, and fpread 
Into a liquid plain, then ftood unmov'd, 45'j 

Pure as th' cxpanfe of heav'n : I thither went. 
With un-experienc'd thought, and laid me down 
On the ^een bank, to look into the clear 
Smooth kkc, that to me feem'd ^noiVvw (ky. 
-45 / bent down to look, juft oippott^ ^^^ 

4 aape within the watry gleam a^?e^^'^» 



Book IV. Paradise Lost. 103 

Bending to look on me : I darted back : 

It ftaried back : but pleasM I focn rtturn'd ; 

Pleas'd it rcturnM as foon ; with anfwering looks 

Of fympathy, and love : there X had iii\*d 46J 

Mine eyes till now, and pinM with vain de^Jre, 

Had not a voice thus warn'd me, '* What thou fecft, 

•* AVhat there thou fceli, fair Creature, is thy Iclf; 

*' With thee it came, and goes : but, follow me, 

** And 1 will bring ihee where no (Iiadow ftays 470 

" Thy coming, and thy foft embraces; he 

«' Whofe image thou art : him thou (halt enjoy 

♦' Infeparably thine, to him (halt bear 

** Multitudes like thy felf, and thence be cali'd 

** Mother of human race. " What could I do, 47 J 

But follow (trait, invilibly thus led. 

Till I efpy*d thee ? fair indeed, and tall. 

Under a plantan ; yet, mcthought, Icfs fair, 

Lcfs winning foft, lefs amiable mild, 

Than that fmooth watry image : back I turnM ; 480 

Thou following cryd'ft aloud, return foir Eve, 

Whom fly*Il thou f whom thou fly'rt, of him thou art, 

His flcih, his bone ; to give thee being I lent 

Out of my fide to thee, neareft my heart, 

Subftantial life, to have thee by my fide 485" 

Henceforth an individual (blacc dear : 

Part of my foul, I feck thee ; and thee claim. 

My other half! With that, tliy gentle hand 

Seis'd mine; I yielded ; and from that time fee 
How beauty is exccil'd by manly grace, 490 

And wifdom, which alone is truly fair. 

So fpake our general mother ; and with eyes 
Of conjugal zttraiYion unreprov'd. 
And meek furrender, half embracing Vewi d 
On oar £tH father i ba/f her fwcUinz bic^V ' t^' 
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Naked met his, under the flowing gold 

Of her Joofe treflcs hid : he, in delight 

Both of her beauty, And fubmiflivc charms, 

Smil'd with fuperior love; as Jupiter 

On Juno fmilcs, when he imprcgns the clouds, 5-00 

That (hcd May-flow*rs ; and prcfs'd her matron-lip 

With kiflfes pure : — afide the devil turn'd 

For envy, yet with jealous leer malign 

Ey'd them aikance ; and to himfelf thus plaln*d^ 

Sight hateful, (ight tormenting ! thus thefe two, 
ImparadisM in one another's arms, 50^ 

(The happier Eden ! ) (hall enjoy their fill 
of blifs on blifs : while I to hell am thruft. 
Where neither joy, nor lovc^ but fierce defire, 
(Among our other torments not the lead) 5* 10 

Still unfuiiiird with pain of longing, pines. 
Yet let me not forget what I have gain*d 
From their own mouths : ail is not theirs, h fecms : 
One fatal Tree there ftands, of Knowledge call'd, 
Forbidden them to tafte. Knowledge forbidden ? ^i^ 
Sufpicious, reafonlefs. Why fhould their Lor4 
Envy them that ? can it be fin to know f 
Can it be death ? and do they only ftand 
By ignorance ? is that their happy ftate, 
The proof of their obedience, and their &ith f 5*20 
O fair foundation laid whereon to build 
Their ruin ! hence I will excite their minds 
With more defire to know, and to reiedk 
Envious commands, invented with dehgn 
To keep them low, whom knowledge might exalt 
Equal with Gods : afpiring to be fuch, 52(^ 

They ta/ie, and die ; what likelier can enfue f 
-But firfi, with narrow fcatch 1 muft. vj^W \ci>aLtA 
Tbjs garden, and no corner leave unr^^y '^ % 
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A chance, but cbance may lead where I may meet 530 

Some wandering fpirit of beav'n, by fountain-fide, 

Or in thick (hade retic*d, from him to draw 

What further would be learn *d. Live while ye may. 

Yet happy pair ! enjoy, till I return. 

Short pleafures ; for, long woes are to fucceed ! 5^5 

So laying, his proud ftep he fcomful tnrnM, 
But with fly circuxnfpeiHon ; and began 
Thro* wood, thro' wafte, o'er hiJl, o'er dale his roam, 
Mean-while in utmoft longitude, where heav'n 
With earth and oceun meets, the letting fun 540 
Slowly defcended ; and with right afpedt 
Againd the eaftcm gate of Paradife 
Lfevel'd his evening rays : it was a rock 
Of alabafter, pil'd up to the clouds, 
Confpicuous far ; winding with one afcent, 54 5* 

Accelfible from earth, one entrance high : 
The reft was craggy cliff, that over-hung 
Still as it role, impodible to climb. 
Betwixt thele rocky pillars Gabriel fat. 
Chief of th' angelic guards, awaiting night : 5*^0 

About him exercis'd heroic games 
Th' unarmed youth of heav*n ; but nigh at hand 
Ccclcftial armory, fliields, helms, and ipenrs. 
Hung high, with diamond flaming, and with gold. 
Thither came Uriel gliding through the ev*ii f^^ 
On a fun-beam, fwift as a fhooting ftar 
In autumn thwarts the night, when vapors fir'd 
Imprefs the air, and fliew the mariner 
From what point of his Compafs to beware 
Impetuous winds : he thus began^ia haftei 5^0 

Gabriel ! to thee thy courfe by \ot VvaxXv^vVtv 
Charge, and liri^ Watch, that to tVis Vi^igV'S V^^^ 
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No evil thing approach, or enter in: 
This day, at height of noon, came to my fphcre 
A fpirit ; zealous, as he feem*d, to know §6j 

>Iore of ih* Almighty's works ; and chiefly man, 
' Cod's lateft image : 1 defcrib'd his way. 
Bent aJi on fpeed, and mark'd his aery gait : 
But, in the mount that lies from Eden north, 
Where he firft lighted, fbon difcem'd his looks 560 
Alien from heav'n, with paflions foul obfcur'd : 
Mine eye purfu'd him ft ill, but under fhade 
Loft fight of him : one of the banifh'd crew, 
I fear, hath ventur'd from the Deep, to raife 
New troubles ; him thy care mud be to find. ^Jf 

To whom the winged warrior thus retum'd : 
Uriel! no wonder if thy perfect fight. 
Amid the fun's bright circle, where thou fit'ft. 
See far, and wide : in at this gate none pafs 
The vigilance here plac'd, but fuch as come 580 
"Well-known from hcav'n ; and fince meridian hour 
No ci'cature thence. If fpirit of other fort. 
So minded, have o'er-leap'd thefe earthly bounds 
On purpofe, hard thou know'ft it to exclude 
Spiritual fubftance with corporeal bar. 585 

But, if within the circuit of thefe walks, 
In whatfocver fliape, he lurk, of whom 
Thou tell'ft, by morrow dawning I ftiall know. 

So promis'd he; and Uriel to his charge 590 
Return'd, on that bright beam, whofc point now rais'd 
Bore him flope downward to the fun, now fall'n 
Beneath tk*. Azo^ as : whether the prime orb, 
Incredible .libw fwift, had thither rowl'd ^ 

Diurnal; or this Jefs voluble e^ixtVv, 

By /horror flight to th' eaft, had \d\ \\vai ^«^, S^S 
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Arraying with refle<fted purple, and gold, 
The clouds that on his weftern throne attend. 

Now came ftill evening on, and twilight gray 
Had in her (bbcr livery all things clad : 
Silence accompany'd ; for beait, and bird, 600 

They to their grafty couch, thele to their nefts. 
Were flunk; all but the wakeful nightingale; 
She all night long her amorous defcant fung ; 
Silence was pleas'd ; now glow*d the firmament 
With living faphirsj Hesperus, that led ^o^ 
The ftarry hoft, rod brightefl ; till the moon, 
Rifing in clouded majefty at length, 
Apparent Queen, unveil'd her peerlefs light. 
And o'er the dark her filver mantle threw ; 
When Ada m thus to E ve : Fair confort i th* hour 
Of night, and all things now retir'd to reft, 611 

Mind us of like repofe ; lince God hath fet 
Labour and reft, as day and night to men 
Succeflive ; and the timely dew of flcep, 
Now falling with foft flumbrous weight, inclines 6 1 5- 
Our eye-lids. Other creatures all day long 
Rove idle, un-employ'd, and lefs need reft : 
Man hath his daily work of body, or mind. 
Appointed, which declares his dignity, 
And the regard of heav*n on all his ways : 620 
While other animals un-a<ftive range ; 
And of their doings God. xakcs no account. 
To-morrow, ere frefh morning ftreak the eaft 
With fir ft approach of light, we muft be ris'n, 
And at our pleafant labour, to reform 62^ 

Yon flow'ry arbors ; yonder allies green, 
Our walk at noon, with branches overgrown ; 
That mock our leant manuring, and tec\\xvc^ 
More hands than ours to lop their Nvaxvtotv ftx^^^* 
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Thofe bloffoms alfb, and thofc dropping gums, 63,0 
That Jic beftrown, unfightly, and unfmooth, 
Afk riddance, if we mean to tread with cafe : 
Mean-while, as nature wills, night bids us refl. 

To whom thus Eve, with perfecfl beauty adbm'A 
My author, and difpofer ! what tlioa bidll 635 

Un-argu'd I obey ; fo God ordains : 
God is thy law, thou mine : to know no more 
Is woman's happicft knowledge, and her praife* 
With thee converfing 1 forget all time ; 
All fcafons, and their change, all pleafe alike : ^40 
Sweet is the breath of morn, her rifing fweet. 
With charm of earlieft birds : pleafant the fun, 
When firft on this delightful land he fpreads 
His orient beams, on herb, tree, fi-uit, and flow'r, 
Glill'ring with dew : fragrant the fertile earth 645 
After foft (how'rs : and fweet the coming on 
of grateful ev'ning mild : then, fllent night. 
With this her folemn bird, and this fair moon. 
And tbcfe the gems of heav*n, her flarry train. 
But neither breath of morn, when fhe afcends 6^0 
With charm of earlieft birds : nor rifing fun 
On this delightful land : nor herb, fruit, fJow'rs, 
Glift'ring with dew : nor fragrance after fhow'rs : 
Nor grateful evening mild : nor filent night, 
With this her folemn bird : nor walk by moon : 655 
Or glittering flar-ljght, without thee is fweet. 
But wherefore all night long fhine thefe ? for whom 
This glorious light, when fleep hath fhut all eyes f 

T o whom our general ancefter reply 'd. 
Daughter of Gov and man, accomplifh'd Eve! 660 
Theih have their courfe to fin\ft\, loxxtvdxVv^ e^uh^ 
Jfy morrow evening •, and from UtiA xo \^^^ 
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In order, though to nations yet nnbom, 

Miniftring light prcoar'd, they fet, and rife : 

Left total darknefs mould by night regain 66 f 

Her old podefHon^ and extinguish life 

In nature, and all things ; which thefe (oft fires 

Not only enlighten, but with kindly heat, 

Of various influence, foment, and warm, 

Temper* or nourifh ; or in part fhed down 670 

Their (lellar virtue, on all kinds that grow 

On earth ; made hereby aptcr to receive 

Perfe<ftion from the fun's more potent ray. 

Thefe then, though un-beheld in deep ot night, 674 

Shine not in vain : nor think, though men were none. 

That heav'n would want fpedtators, God want praife : 

Millions of fpiritual creatures walk the earth 

Unfeen, both when we wake, and when we deep : 

All thefe, with ccafelefs praife, his works behold 

Both day, and night : how often, from the ftecp 6S0 

Of echoing hill, or thicket, have we heard 

Coeleftial voices, to the midnight air 

Sole, or refponfive each .to other's note. 

Singing their great Creator ? oft in bands 

While they keep watch, or nightly rounding walk. 

With heav'nly touch of inftrumental founds, 6S6 

In fqU harmonic number join'd, their (bngs 

Divide the night, and lift our thoughts to heaven. 

Thtts talking, hand in hand, alone they pafs'd 
On to their bjifsful bowV : it was a place 690 

Chos'n by the fov 'reign Planter, when he fram'd 
All things to man's delightful ufe : the roof, 
Of thickeft covert, was inwoven (hade. 
Laurel, and myrtle; and what higher %tt^^ 
Of Brm, and fragnnt Jcaf : on cither \\dt ^^S 

Acanthus, and each od'rous bu(hy ft\t\3te, 

I .^e^^ 
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F'encM up the verdant wall : each beauteous flow'r. 
Iris all hues, rofes, and jefEunin 
KeaF*d high their flouriOi'd heads between, and wrought 
Mofaic : underfoot tlie violet, 700 

Crocus, and hyacinth, with rich in-by 
BroiderM the ground ; more coloured, than with ftone 
Of coflii^ft cmbicin. : other creature here, 
Beaft, bird, inied, or worm, durfl enter none ; 
Such was their awe of man ! In (hady bow'r 705 
More facred, and (equeiler'd, though but feign'd. 
Pan, or Sylvan us, never flept ; nor nymph, 
Nor Fa UN us, haunted* Hete, in clofe recefs, 
. With Howers, garlands,' and fweet-fraelling herbs, 
Efpoufcd Eve deck'd fiift her nuptial bed s 7x0 
And heav'nly Choirs the Hymenseaa fung, 
What day the genial angel to our iirc 
Hrought her,, in naked beauty more adorn'd, 
More lovely, than Pandora ; whom the Gods 
Endow'd with all their gifts, (and O, too like 71 j 
In (ad event !) when to th' unwifer (on 
Of J A p H £ T brought by Hsrm E s, (he in(har'd 
Mankind with her fair k>oks, to be avengM 
On lum who had (lole Jove's authentic fire. 

Thus at their Ciady lodge arrivM, both flood, 720 
Both tiirn'J, and under open.(ky ador'd 
The God that made beth (ky, air, earth, and heav'n, 
Which they beheld •, the moon's re(plendent globe, 
And ftarry Pole : Thou alfo mad'ft the night. 
Maker Omnipotent ! and thou the day, 725: 

Which we, in our appointed work employed. 
Have fmifh'd, happy in our mutivU help^ 
Ajjd /nuruaJ love^ the crown of all our bli(s 
Ordaln'd by thee ; and this delic\o\x% ^V^t, 
^'c^r us too large > where thy abunAmcc ^n^xvv^ iv^ - 
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Partak«ts, tnd ttfi-tmlpM fails to the ground. 

But thou haft pttMnisM from us two a race 

To fill the earth. Who (hall with us extoi 

Thy goodh^f^ incite, both when we wake» 

And when we (tek, a^ tiow, thy gift of fleep» 735^ 

This faid nnaftimousi and other rites 
Obferving nofte^ but iadoration pure, 
"WHich God lik^s bbft, into their inmoft bow'r 
Handed they weht % and, eas'd the putting off 
Thefe ttoublefbme difguifes which we wear, 740 

Strait fide by fide were laid : nor tum'd, I ween, 
AdaM frotn his fair fyoMCe ; Yior Etb the rites 
Myfterious of cbAriUbial love refused : 
Whatever hypocrites aultereiy talk 
Of purity, and place, and innocence ; j^f 

Defaming as imj^t^ what God declares 
Pure; and coii^riiands to feme, leaves free to all. 
Our Maker bids increafe ; who bids abflain, 
fiut our deftro^et, foe to God, and man ? 
Hail wedded ]owt I myfterious law, true Iburce 750 
Of human otfsprihg, fole propriety 
in t'aradife ! of all things common elfe. 
By thee adult*rou* luft Was driv'n from men, 
Among the bbftial herds to range ; by theei 
Founded in reaibn, loyal, juft, and pure, 75^ 

Relations d^r, and all the charities 
Of father, fon, and brother, firft were known. 
Far be it, that I (houid write thee fin, or blamie ! 
Or think thee un-be^tting holieft place } 
Perpetual fouritAitt df donieftic fweets ! j6o 

Whofe bed is UndefilM ind chafte prononncM* 
Prefent, or paft ; a6 faints, and patrarch^ va'4. 
Here, JoVe his golden ftiafis employs •, V\ctt Vx^ofci 
H/s conMant l^unp | und waves bU putoXft "viviv^ \ 

I 2 V.CV5S 
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Reigns here, tu^d revels : not in the bought fmile 

Of harlrtts, lovehl3, joylefs, un-cndear'd; ^66 

Cafual fruition ! nor in court-anK>urs4 

Mi^M dance, or wanton made, or midnight bail, 

Or ferenate, which the ftarv'd lover fings 

To his proud fair ; beft quitted with difdain. 770 

Thefe, luil'd by nightingales, embracing flept ; 

And on their naked limbs the flow*ry roof 

Shower*d rofes, which the morn repair'd. Sleep on» 

Bleft pair I and O ! yet happieft, if ye feck 

Vo happier ftate, and know to know no more. 775 

Now had night meafar'd, with her (hadowy cone, 
Half-way up hill this vaft fublunar vault : 
And from their ivory port the Cherubim 
Forth ifluing at th' accuftom'd hour, flood arm'd 
To their night watches in warlike parade, 780 

When Gabriel to his next in pow'r thus Ipake. 

Uzziel! half thefe draw off) andcoaft the (buth 
IVhh ftri^left watch : thefe other wheel the north : 
Our circuit meets full weft. As flame they part. 
Half wheeling to the fhield, half to the U)ear. 78^ 
From thefe, two ftrong and fubtile fpirits he call'd. 
That near him flood, aiKi gave them thus in charge. 

ITHURIBL, and Zephon! with wing'd fpeed 
Search thro* this garden, leave unfearch'd no nook ; 
But chiefly where thofe two fair creatures lodge, 7^0 
Now laid perhaps afleep, fecure of harm. 
This evening from the fan's decline arrivM, 
AVho tells of fome infernal fpirit, feen 
Hitherwzrd bent, who could have thought ? efcapM 
The bars of hell ; on errand bad, tvo ^o\3l\a. \ -19$ 
^uc/j, vrbere ye find, fcize faft» vcA Vvftv^x \«\uv 
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'' So faying, on he led his radiant files, 
Dazling the moon : theft to the bow'r dire^, 
In fearch of whom they fought : him there they found. 
Squat like a toad, clofe at the ear of £ VE ; 800 
Allaying, by hfs devilifh art, to reach 
The organs of her fancy, and with them forge 
Uljafions, as he lift, phantafms, and dreams : 
Or if, infpiring venom, he might taint 
Th' animal fpirits, that from pure blood arife, 8ojr 
Like gentle breaths fom rivers pure ; thence raiie 
At laft diftemperM, difcontented thoughts ^ 
Vain hopes, vain aims, inordinate deures. 
Blown up with high conceits ingendring pride. 
Him thus intent It h Uriel with his (pear 810 

Touch'd lightly -, (for no falfhood can endure 
Touch of coeleftial temper, but returns 
Of force to its own likenefs) up he ftarts, 
Pilcover'd, and furprlzM. As when a fpark 
Lights on a heap of nitrous powder,* laid 815 

Fit for the tun, iome magazine to ftore 
Againft a rumour'd war, the fmutty grain 
With fudden blaze diffused, inflames the air : 
^ (tarted up, in his own fhape, the fiend. 
Back ftep'd thofe two fair angeis, half amazM, 820 
So fudden to behold the grifly king ; 
Yet thus, unmov'd with fear, accoft him foon. 

Which of thofe rebel fpirits, adjudged to hell, 
Com'ft thou, efcap'd thy prifon f and transform 'd 
Why fat'it thou, like an enemy in wait, 825 

Here watching at tlic head of thefe that ilecp ? ^' 

K NOW ye not then, faid Sat K'tii* ttJC^ \5i\xicvSK.^\^% 
Know ye not me ? ye knew twc oivca ti^ tcv^Xft. 
For you i there fitting where ^ow <\>M?^xwc)\Sa^v ^ 
13 
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Not to know me argues yourfelyes unknown, 839 
The loweft of your throng : or if yc ksiow, 
"Why ^JCf ^^^ fuperfluous begin 
Yimr mefjage, like to end as much in vain ? 

To whom thus Zephon, anfwering (com with fconi^ 
Think not, revolted fpjrit ! thy (hape! the fame, 835: 
Or undiminifh'd hrightnefs, to, he 1uu)wq 
As when thou ftoodd in heav'n* upright, and pure ; 
That gbry then, when thou no more waft gQo4 
Departed from thee ; and thou refembleft now 
Thy dn, and place of doom, obfcuro, and foul. 840 
But come ! for thou, be fure, (halt give account 
To him who (ent ua, whofe charge is to keep. 
This place inviolable, and thefe from bann. 

So fpake the Cherub, and his grave rebuke. 
Severe in youthful beauty, added grace 845 

Invmcible : abalh'd the devil flood. 
And felt how awflii goodnefs is, and £iw 
Virtue in her fhape how lovely ; fawmndpia'd 
His lofs : but chiefly to find here^ferv'd 
His luftre vifibly impaired : yet feem'd . 850 

Undaunted* It I muft contQnd,'faid be, « 

Beft with the befl, the fender not the (ent. 
Or all at once ; more glory will be woug^ f 
Or Icfs be loft. Thy fear, faid ZEpnoH bdd, 
Will fave us trial what the Icaft can do '• - 855 

Single againfl thee wicked, and thence weak. -.■ 

The fiend reply'd not, overcome with rage ; 
But like a proud fteed rein'd, went haughty on, 
'Champing his iron curb i to drive, or fly, 
He heJd it vain ; awe firom above ViaA c^^V^ *^^^ 
JIjs hcsurt, not clA difipay *4. Kow dE«« ^^ ^^^,«/ 
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The weftern pdnt, where thole half-rounding guards 
Juft met, and clofing flood in fquadron join'd, 
Awaiting next command ; to whom their Chief, 
Gabriel, from the front thus callM aloud. 8^^* 

O FRIENDS ! I hear the tread of nimble feet 
Hafting this way ; and now by glimps difcern 
Ithuriel, and Zephon, through the fhadc ; 
And with them comes a third of regal port, 
But faded fplendor wan ; who by his gait, 870 

And fierce demeanor, fcems the Prince of hell j 
Not likely to part hence without conlefl : 
Stand firm, for in his look defiance low'rs. 

H E (carce had ended, when thofe two ipproach*d. 
And brief related whom they brought, where found, 
How bufied, in what form, and pofturc, couch'd : 876 
To whom wiih ftern regard thus Gabriel fpake. 

Why haft thou, Satan ! broke the bounds prefcribM 
To thy tranfgrcfltons, and difturb'd the charge 
Of others, who approve not to tranfgrcfs 880 

By thy iwcample ? but have powV, and right, 
To quelfion thy bold' entrance on this place ; 
BmployM, it fcems, to violate fleep, and thofe 
Whofe(^eliixij;^GoD hath planted here m blifs ? 
^ .- -r <.■..=• 

To ^om thus Satan, with contemptuous brow : 
Gabriel ! thou had'ft in heav'n th' efteem of wife 
And fuch I held thee ; but this qucftion aflc'd 8^7 
Puts me in doubt. Lives there who loves his pain t 
Who would not, finding way, break ioofe from helU 
The* thither doom'd? thou wou\4ft.x\i^WiS., Tv'^ ^^\i^^-> 
And boldly venture to whatever p\a.c^ *^^ 

Farthed^ompsLm ; where thou m.\^\*&.\i0^^v^^'^'^^ 

14 '^^^ 
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Torment with eaCe, and (boneft recompenfe 

Dole with delight ; which in this place I /ought : 

To thee no reafbn, who know'fl only good» 8p j 

But evil haft not try'd. And wilt objcA 

His will who bounc! us ? let him furer bar 

His iron gates, if he intends our ftay 

In that dark durance ! thus much what was afk'd. 

The reft is true : they found me where they fay j 900 

But that implies not violence, or harm. 

Thus he in fcorn. The warlike angel mov'd, 
DifdainfuIIy half fmiling, thus reply'd. 
O lofs of one in heav*n to judge of wife. 
Since Satan fell, whom folly overthrew ! 905^ 

And now returns him, from his prifon Tcap*d, 
Gravely in doubt whether to hold them wife, 
Or not, who a(k what boldnefs brought him hither 
Un licensed, from his bounds in hell prelcrib'd : 
So Wife he judges it to fly from pain pio 

However, and to Tcape his punifhment ! 
So judge thou ftill, pr^fumptuous ! till the wrath, 
Which thou incur'ft:by flying, meet thy flight 
Sevenfold, and fcourge that wifdom back to hell, 
Which taught thee yet no better, that no pain 915: 
Can equal anger inbnite provok'd. 
But wherefore thou alone f wherefore with thee 
Came not all hell broke loofe? is pain to them 
Lefs pain, lefs to be fled f or thou than they 
Lefs hardy to endure ? couragious Chief 1 920 

The flrft in flight from pain ! Hadft thou alledg'd 
T<> thy dcferted hoft this caufe of flight. 
Thou iurcly hadft not come fole fugitive. 

To which the fiend thus anfwet'd, &ovjivv£\^^«iti» 
J^^ot that X lefs iiidure, or (hiiuk ftom ^uva, ^•is 
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Infulting angel ! well thou know'ii : I flood 

Thy fierceft, when in battle to thy aid 

The blading vollied thunder made all fpecd. 

And feconded thy elfe not dreaded ipear. 

But Itill thy words at random, as before, 930 

Argue thy in-experience, what behoves, 

From hard afTays, and ill fuccefTes pail, 

A faithful Leader, not to hazard all 

Through ways of danger, by himfelf untry'd : 

I there A)re, I alone, firfl undertook 935* 

To wing the defblate abyfs, and fpy 

This new-created world, whereof in hell 

Fame is not filent ; here in hope to find 

Better abode, and my afflided Pow*rs 

To fettle here on earth, or in mid air ; 940 

Though, for poflcfTion, put to try once more 

What thou, and thy gay legions, dare againft : 

Whofe eafier bufinefs were to ferve their Lord 

High up in heav*n, with fbngs to hymn his throne. 

And pradtis'd diitances to cringe, not fight. 945 

T o whom the warrior angel (bon reply'd : 
To fay, and flrait un-fay, pretending firlt 
Wife to fly pain, profefling next the fpy. 
Argues no Leader, but a liar trac'd, 
Satan! and couldit thou faithful add ? 6 naiijke, 
O facred name of faithfulnefs profaned I 951 

Faithful to whom ? to thy rebellious crew, 
Anny of fiends \ fit body to fit head ! 
Was this your difcipline, and faith engag'd. 
Your military obedience, to dillblve 93(5: 

Allegiance to th' acknowledged Pow'r fupremc ? 
Arid thou, fly hypocrite I ^ho novi VJO>A^&^ta. 
Patron of liberty, who more tVian \\\o\i 
Once fawn'd, aad cxing'd, aud fciNVVcX-j ^4^^^^^ 
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Heav'n's awful Mcmarch ? wherefore? but in hope 
To difpoflefs him, and thy (elf to reign f ^6i 

But mark what I arreed thee now : avant ! 
Fly thither whence thou fledft ! If from this hour 
"Within thefe haJlow'd limits thou appear. 
Back to th' infernal pit I drag thee chatnM, 9^5 
And feal thee fo, as henceforth not to fcorn 
The facil gates of hell too (lightly barr'd. 

So threatened he : but Satan to no threats 
Gave heed, but waxing more in rage, reply 'd. 

Then, when I am thy captive, talk of chains, pjo 
Proud limitary Cherub .* but ere then 
Par heavier load thy felf expect to feel 
From my prevailing arm ; though heaven's King 
Ride on thy wings, and thou with thy compeers, 
UsM to the yoke, draw'ft his triumphant wheels 
In progreft thro' the road of heav'n ftar-pav'd. 976 

WHH.E thus he fpake, th' angelic fquadron bright 
Turn'd fiery red, (harpning in mooned horns 
Their phalanx, and began to hem him round 
With ported- fpears ; as thick, as when a field 980 
Of Ceres, ripe for harveft, waving bends 
Her bearded grove of ears, which way the wind 
Sways them ; the careful plowman doubting ftands. 
Left on the threfhing-floor his hopeful (heaves 
Prove chaff*. On th' other fide, Satan alarm'd, 
Colle<fling all his might, dilated flw>d pSd 

tike Tenerif, or Atlas, un remov'd : 
His ftature reach'd the (ky, and on his creft 
Sst horror phim*d ; nor wanted \tv Kl^ ^raf^ 
^Vhatle/sm'dbbth fpcar, and (hidd. ^wq ^T^^^^>ii^<ft^<i» 
Miffht: have cnfu'd : not only P2i«td:vfe W^- 
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In this commotion, but the (larry cope 

Of heav'n perhaps, or all the elements, 

At lead had gone to wreck, difturb'd, and torn 

With violence of this conflid, had not foon ppj 

Th* Eternal, to prevent fuch horrid fray. 

Hung forth in heav'n his golden fcales, yet feen 

Betwixt AsTRJEA, and the fcorpion dgn. 

Wherein all things created firft he weigh'd. 

The pendulous round earth, with balanc'd air looo 

In counterpoife : now, ponders all events. 

Battles, and realms : in thefe he puts two weights. 

The fequel each of parting, and of fight ; 

The latter quick up flew, and kick'd the beam : 

Which Gabriel fpying, thus befpake the fiend. looj 

Satan ! I know thy ftrength, and thou know'ftminc: 
Neither our own, but giv*n : what folly then 
To boaft what arms can do f Unce thine no more 
Than heav*n permits : nor mine, tho' double now 
To trample ihee as mire : for proof look up, loio 
And read thy lot in yon coeleftial fign : [weak. 

Where thou art weigh'd, and fhown how light, how 
If thou refift — The fiend looked up, and knew 
His mounted fcale aloft: nor more ; but fled 1014 
Murm'ring, and with him fled the Ihades of night. 



T'be end of the fourth Book. 



t^^ 



T H E 



FIFTH BOOK 



O F 



PARADISE LOST. 



^tmmt^mmMitai^^m^mm i i '^i 



The . A R G U M E N T. 

Morning approach* d^ Eve relates to AcJam her trouble^ 
feme dxeam ; he iikes it not, yet comforts her : they 
come forth to their dt^ labours : their morning hymn 
at the door of theh botoir. ^OD, to render Man 
inexcu fable ^ fends Raphael to admonijh htm of his obe^ 
dience^ of his free eflate, of his enemy near at hand^ 
ivho he is^ ast^iuh his enemy', qs^ jpqatever elfe may 
avail Ktkn^^ltkA- A^phjj^coxgk/ dojjpnjto P^radifeg 
his appearance defcrib^dy his coming di/cern*d ly Aaam 
^fi^-ofj fi^fiffg 0^ ^^^ ^^or of his bower ; he goes out 
to meet him^ brings him to his lodge, entertains him 
with the choiceft fruits ofjfaradife got together by 
Eve ; their difcourfe at table / Raphael performs his 
meffage, minds Adam of his ft ate, and of his enemy / 
rehtes^ at^Adzm's re^ueft, ipho that^ ^^^ 'V. and 
h§w be Sank to we Jo ; b^n^ng^froni hisjirft Atifl' 
tn heaven, ani the occafm thereof; to^ tfe dtTOf hit 
legions after him /« the tarts of the north, and there 
incited them to rebel with him ; perfuadin^ all but only 
' A^4i#ltf # SefHtthr who in ^uaMunen^ diHuadet and ti^^ 
fofis him, then forfahs him* 
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NOW Mom,' her rofy (leps in th' eaftern dime 
Advancing^ fow'd the earth vrith orient pearl* 
When Adam walkM : focaftomM $ forhisikep 
Was aerj-light, firom pure digeftion bred, 
And temperate vapours bland, which th' only fi»und f 
Of leaves, and fuming rills, Aurora's ^9 
Lightly difpersM, and the fhrill matin fung 
Of birds on every bough. So much the more 
His wonder was, to fiiKi unwaken*d £ v s 
With treffes difcompos'd, and glowing cheek, 10 

As through unquiet reft : he, on his fide 
Leaning half-rais'd, with looks of cordial love 
Hung over her enamour'd ; and beheld 
Beauty, which, whether waking or aileep, 
Shot forth peculiar graces : then, with vovc« \«> 

Mild as when Zephyrus on ?i.OiLk>QiitaidMA% 
Her hand fofti^touching, whitpet'd xViu% \ K«^^ 
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My faired, my efpous'd, my Jateft found, 
Heav'n's laft beft gift, my ever-new delight ! 
Awake : the mornmg (hines, and the freSi field 20 
Calls us ; we lofe the prime, to mark how fpring 
Our tended plants, how blows the citron grove. 
What drops the myrrh, and what the balmy reed, 
H9W nature paints her colours, how the bee 
Sifs on; the biooii extracting liquid (kccu 2^ 

Such whifp'ring wak'd her, but with ftartled eye 
On Adam; whom embracing, thus (he (pake. 

O SOLE ! in whdm my thoughts find all repofe, 
My glory, my perfedion I glad I fee 
Thy face, and morn returnM ; fdr Ifhis-Tdighf, 30 
Such night till this I never pafs'd, have dream'd. 
If dream'd, not, as I oft am wont, of thee. 
Works of day pafs'd, or morrow's next defign : 
But, of ofTenie, and trouble ; which hiy mind 
Knew never till this irkfome night. Methought, 3 J 
Cldfe at mine ear one call'd me forthto walk - ' 
With gentle voice ; I thought _it thine : it faid. 
Why Scep'ft thou E VE ? now is the pleafant time. 
The cool, the (ilent, lave where filence yields 
To the night-warbling bird, that now awake 40 - 

Tunes fweeteft his love-labour'd fbng ; now reigns 
Full-orb'd the'^fioon, and with more pleafant light 
Shftdowy fets off the face of things ; in vain, 
If none regard : heav'n wakes with all his eyes ; 
Whom to behold but thee, nature's detire ? 4^ 

In whofe fight all things joy, with ravifliment 
Attraded by thy beauty iHll to gaze. 
2 rofe, as at thv call ; but found thee not : 
To End thee I cfircdted then my ^«\V. % 
'And on, methought, alone I piWA, \\ac? hwi^ ^;^^ 
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That brought me on a fuddcn to the Tree 
Of interdi^ed Knowledge : fair it feem'd, 
Much fairer, to my fency, than by day : 
And as I wond'ring look'd, beflde it itood 
One (hap'd, and wing'd, like one of thofe from heav'n, 
By us Mt (Wn : his dewy locks diflilPd §6 . 

Ambrosia ( on that tree he alfo gaz*d : 
And, O fair plant, faid he, with fruit furchargM ! 
Deigns none to ea(e thy load, and tafte thy (weet ! 
l^or God, nor man ? Is knowledge fb delpis'd ? ^o 
Or envy, or what referve forbids to tafte ? 
Forbid who will, none (hall from me with-hold 
Longer thy offered good : why e\fe fet here f 
This (aid, he paUs'd not, but with venturous arm 
He pluck'd, he tafted : me damp horror chill'd 65 
At.luch bold words, vouch'd with a deed fo bold. 
But he thus, overjoy'd : O fruit divine ! 
Sweet of thy (elf, but much more fweet thus crop'd ! 
Forbidden here, it fecms, as only fit 
For Gods, yet able to make Gods of men : 70 

And why not Gods of men, fince good the more 
Communicated, more abundant grows. 
The author not impair'd, but honoured more? 
Here, happy creature, fair angelic Eve ! 
Partake thou alfo : happy though thou art, 75 

. Happier thou may*ft be, worthier canft not be : 
Taite this, and be henceforth among tl|e Gods 
Thy felf a Goddefs ; not to earth confin'd, ' . 
But fometimes in the air, as we ; fometimev 
Afcend to heav'n, by merit thine, and fee - 80 
What life the Gods live there, and ftidi<^£,tbovv^.' 
So fayingi he drew nigh, and to me held, 
Kv*n to my mouth, of that fame (mt V«.\4 ^w 
Whjch he had piuckM : the pkafajw fe>JO\xx^ Vcw^ 
So qmcken'd appetite, thatl, laexiioNX^x.^ . ^ ^ 
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Could not but tafte ! Forthwith up to the clouds 

With him I flew, and underneath beheld 

The earth outftretch'd immenfe^ a profpeft wide. 

And various : wond'ring at my flight and change 

To this high exaltation ; fuddenly 90 

My guide was gone, and I, methought, funk down. 

And fell afleep : but O, how glad I wak'd 

To find thi^ but a dream ! Thus £ vs her night 

Related, and thus Adam anfwer'd (ad. 

Best image of my felf, and dearer half! ^^ 
The trouble of thy thoughts this night in fleep 
Affects me equally : nor can I like . 
This uncooth dream, of evil fprung, I fear ; 
Yet evil whence f in thee can harbour none. 
Created pure. But know, that in the ibul 100 

Are many lefler faculties, that ferve 
Keafon as chief: among tbefe ^ncy next 
Her office holds : of all external things. 
Which the five watchful fenfes reprefent. 
She forms imaginations, aery fhapes, . lojr 

'Which reafbn joining, or disjoining frames 
All what we amrm, or what deny, and call 
' Our knowledge, or opinion ; then retires 
Into her private cell, when nature refts. 
Oft in her abfence mimic fency wakes 1 10 

To imitate her ; but, misjoining fhapes. 
Wild work produces oft, and moft in dreams, 
HI matching words, and deeds, long pafl, or late. 
S6me fuch refemblances, mcthinks, I find 
Of our latt evening's talk, in this thy dream ; 1 15 
But with addition ftrange ! yet, be not fad : 
£v/J Into the mind rf God, or man. 
May come, and go, (6 un-apptov'A, wi^Ve^iNt 
^b /pot 9T blame behind ; wbich g^vta.rofc V«»^ - -*' 
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Tbit what in deep thou didii abhor tQ dmm, 120 
Waking thou never wilt confent to do. 
Be not dif-hearten'd then, nor doud thoCe looks^ 
That wont to be more cbearful, andierene, 
Than when fair morning firft fmiles on the world : 
And let us to our fiiefh employments rife, 125 

Among the groves, the fountains, and the flow'rs, 
That open now their choiceft bofom'd finells, 
Referv'd from night, and kept for thee in liore. 

So chearM he his h\r fpoule, and (he was chear'd i 
But iilently a gentle tear let fall 130- 

From either eye, and wip'd them with her hair : 
Two other precious drops that ready flood, 
Each in their cryflal iluice, he ere they fell 
Kifs'd, as the gracious figns of fweet remorfe. 
And pious awe, that fear'd to have offi»nded. t^J 

So all was clear'd, and to the field they hade 2 
But firft, from under fhady arborous roof, 
Soon as they forth were come to open fight 
Of day-fpring, and the fun, who fcarce up-ris^n, 
With wheels yet hovVing o'er the occan-orim, I46 
Shot parallel to th* earth his dewy ray, 
Difcov'ring in wide landfcape all the eaft 
Of Paradtfe, and £ d e N 's happy plains* 
Lowly they bow'd, adoring, and began • 
Their orifons, each morning duly paid 145 

In various flyle ; for neither various Hyltt 
Nor holy rapture, wanted they, to praife 
Their Maker, in fit ftrains pronouncM, or fung 
Unmeditatai ; fuch prompt eloquence 
Flow'd from their lips, in profe, or numerous verfc : 
More tuneable, than needed lute, or har^^ \S^ 

To add more fweetnefs ; and xYie^ xYv^o^^Xa^^ti^ 
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These arc thy glorious works, Parent of Good! 
Almighty ! thine this univerfal frame, 
Thus wondrous fair ! thy felf how wondrous then ! 
Unfpeakablc ! who (it'll above thefe heav'ns, i j6 

To us invifiblc, or dimly feen 
In thcfe thy lowcft works : yet thefe declare 
Thy goodnefs beyond thought, and pow'r divine. 
Speak ye who beft can tell, ye fons of light, 1 60 

Angels ! foe yc behold hun, and with fongs. 
And choral fymphonies, day without night. 
Circle his throne rejoicing ; ye in heav'n : 
Oft earth join all ye creatures, to extol 
Him iirH:, him lau, him midft, and without end ! 
Faireft of ftars ! laft in the train of night, 1 66 

If better th0U' belong not to the dawn, 
Sure pledge of day, that crown'ft the fmiling morn 
"With thy bright circlet, praife him in thy fphere 
While day arifes, that fweet hour of prime. 170 

Thou fan ! of this great world both eye and (bul, 
Acknowledge him thy greater ; (bund his prai(e 
In thy eternal cour(e, both when thou climb*ft, 
i^pd when. high noon has gain'd, and when thou fairid. 
Moon ! that now meet'ft the orient fun, now fly'ft. 
With the fii'd ftara, fix'd in their orb that flies ; 176 
And ye five other wandring fires ! that move 
In myftic dance not without (bng, refound 
,J^i praife, wh6 out of darkne(s call'd up light. 
Air, and ye elements ! the eldeft birth x8o 

Of nature's womb, that in quaternion run 
Perpetual circle, multiform ; and mix. 
And nourifti all things -, let your cea(elefs change 
Vary to our great Maker ii'ili new prax(c. 
Ye mj/b, and exhalations ! that now rife 185 

J^roy7j hiJJ, or/feaming lake, duft^y, o\ ^\t;>j, * . 
yy// the fan paint your fleecy fluxis Vvi\\ ^oU» 
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In honour to the world's great author rife : 

"Whether to deck wiih clouds th' uncolour'd Iky, 

Or wet the thirfly earth with falling (how*rs, 190 

Riling, or falling, ftill advance his praile. 

His praife, ye winds ! that from four quarters blow. 

Breathe fofc, or loud ; and wave your tops, ye pines! 

With every plant, in (ign of worlhip wave. 

Fountains ! and ye that warble, as ye flow, ip^ 

Melodious murmurs ! warbling tune his praife. 

Join voices all ye living fouls ! ye birds, 

That iihging up to heaven-gate afcend. 

Bear on your wings, and in your notes, his praife 1 

Ye that in waters glide, and ye that \yalk 200 

The earth, and (lately tread, or lowly creep 1 

Witnefs if 1 be filent, morn or even, . ! 

To hill, or valley, fountain, or frefh /hade, [ 

Made vocal by my ibng, and taught his praile. 

Hail univerfal Lord ! be bounteous ftill 20^ 

To give us only good : and if the night 

Have gathered ought of evil, or conceal'd, 

Difperfe it, as now ligin difpels the dark*! 

S o pray'd they innocent, and to their thoughts 
Firm peace recovered foon, and wonted calm. 2 10 
On to iheir mornmg's rural work they hafte. 
Among fweet dews, and flow'rs ; where any row 
Of fruit-trees, over-woody, reach'd too far 
Their pamper'd boughs, and needed hands to check 
Fruitlefs embraces : or, they led the vine a 15 

To wed her elm ; fhe fpous d, about him twines 
Her marriageable arms, and with her brings / - 

Her dowV, th* adopted cluftcrs, to adorn ^ t 

His barren leaves. Them thus em^^loy'd beheUL^ /a 
IVhb pity hca v 'n's high K\n^, auA Xo \\\ta C3^ ^ v^ 
Raphael, the fociable fpmt, xVv^yX. ^<iv3>^^ "^ ; 
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To travel with Tobias, and (ccurM 

His marriage with the feventimes wedded maid. 

Raphael, (aid he, thou hear'ft what ftir on earth 
Satan, from hell 'icap'd thro' the darkfome gulf. 
Hath rais'd in Paradife, and how diflurbM 226 

This night the human pair, how he dejfigns 
In them at once to ruin all mankind : 
Go therefore, half this day, as friend with friend, 
Converfc with Adam, in what bowV or fhade 230 
Thou find'ft him, from the heat of noon retir'd. 
To refpit his day-labour with repaft. 
Or with repafe : and fuch difcourfe bring on. 
As may aavife him of his happy ftate, 
Happinefs in his poVr left nee to will, 23 f 

Left to his own free will ; his will, though free. 
Yet mutable : whence warn him to beware 
He fwerve not, too iecure. Tell him withal 
His danger, and from whom ; what enemy, 
Late fali*n himfdf from heav'n, is plotting now 240 
The fall of others from like ftate of blifs : 
By violence ? no : for that fliall be withftood : 
But by deceit, and lies : this let him ^ know. 
Left wilfully tranigreiHng, he pretend 
Surpriial, un-admoni(h'd, un-fbrewam'd, 245- 

So fpake th' eternal Father, and fulfill'd 
All juftice : nor dclay'd the winged famt. 
After his charge received ; but from among 
Thoufand coeleftial ardors, wheie he ftood 249 

Veird with his gorgeous wings, up-fpringing light. 
Flew thro* the mid'ft of heav'n : th' angelic Choirs, 
On each hand parting, to his fpeed gave way 
TTirougb aJi th* empyreal road •, t\V\ ^t vVvt %^v<t 
OfhesLV*n arriv'd, the gate fc\£-QYCiiJdLNj*At» 
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On golden hinges turning ; as by work a^S 

Divine, the fov'reign archited had fram'd. 
From hence, no doud, or, to ob/iru^b his light , 
Star interpos'd, however fmaJl, he fees, 
Not unconform to other (hining globes, 
B«rth, and the gard'n of God, with cedars crownM 
Above aJI htils. As when by night the gla6 261 
' OfGALiLBo, kfs alTur'd; obier ves 
ImaginM lands, and regions, in the moon : 
Or pilot, from amidft the C y c l a d e s, 
Delos, or Samos. firft appearing kens 26^ 

A cloudy fpot. Down thither prone in flight 
He fpeeds, and through tiie vali ethereal Iky 
Sails between worlds and worlds : with fteddy wing 
Now on the polar winds *, then, with quick fan 
Winnows the buxom air : till within ioar 270 

Of tow'ring eagles, t'all the fowls he feems 
A phoenix, gazM by all, as that fole bird. 
When to inlhrine his reliques in the fun's 
Bright temple, toiblcYPTiAN Thebes he flies. 
At once on th' eaftem clifF of Paradife aJS 

He lights, and to his proper ihape returns, « 

A (eraph wing'd : fix wings he wore, to (hade 
His lineaments divine ; the pair that clad 
£ach (houlder broad, came mantling o'er bis breafl ' 
With regal ornament : the middle pair a 80 

Girt like a ftarry zone his wailt, and round 
Skirted his loins, and thighs, with downy gold, 
And colours dip'd in heav'n : the third, his feet 
Shadow'd from cither heel with feather'd mail, 
^ky-tindur'd grain ! Like M aia's fon he Hood, 285 
And (hook his plumes, that heav'nly fragrance fiird 
The circuit wide. Strait knew him all the bands 
Of angeh under watch ; and to b'\s ftsLXe, 
And to his meOkgc iiigh, in honoufufe % a%^ 

K4 ^^ 
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For on foroe meflage high they guefs'd him bound. 

Their glitt'ring tents he pafs'd, and now is come 

Into the blifsful field, through groves of myrrh. 

And flow'ring odors, caflia, nard, and balm ; 

A wildernefs of fweets ! for nature here 

Wanton'd, as in her prime, and plaid at will 2p J 

Her virgin -fancies, jx>uring forth more fweet. 

Wild above rule, or art, enormous bjifs 1 

Him through the fpicy foreft onward come 

Adam difcern'd, as in the door he fat 

Of his cool bow'r ; while now the mounted fun 300 

Shot down dired his fervid rays, to warm 

Earth's inmofl: womb, more warmth than Adam needs : 

And Eve within, due at her hour, prepared 

For dinner favoury fruits, of tafte to pleaie 

True appetite, and not diirelifh thirft 305: 

Of nediarous draughts between, from milky dream. 

Berry, or grape ; to whom thus Adam call'd. 

Haste hither. Eve ! and worth thy jGght behold 
Eaftward among thofe trees, what glorious fhape 
Comes this way moving ; feems another morn 3 10 
Ris'n on mid-noon ; fome great beheft from heav'n 
To us perhaps he brings, and will vouchfafe 
This day to be our gueft. But go with fpeed, 
And what thy ftores contain, bring forth, and pour, 
Abundance, fit to honour and receive 31 j 

Our heav'nly ftranger ; well we may afJbrd 
Our givers their own gifts, and large beftow 
From large beftow'd, where nature multiplies ^ 

Her fertil growth, and by disburdening grows 
More fruitful, which inftruds us not to fpare. 320 

To whom thus EvE. Adam I canh'^b^Uow'd mouldy 
Of God wfpir'd I fmall (lore VAV fcxvt> ^\v«^'iysi^, 
^ K\\ 
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AH feafons, ripe for u(e hangs on the ftalk ; 

Save what by frugal (loring iirmnefs gains 

To nourifh, and fuperfluous moid confumes. 325 

But I will hade, and from each bough, and brake. 

Each plant, and juicieft gourd, will pluck fuch choice 

To entertain our angel^sueft, as he 

Beholding (hall confeS, that here on earth 

God hath diipens'd his bounties, as in heav'n. 330 

So (aying, with difpatchful looks in hade 
She turns, on hofpitable thoughts intent 
What choice to €hu(e for delicacy beft ; 
What order, (b contriv'd as not to mix 
Taftes, not well join'd, in-elegant ; but bring 33^ 
Tafte after tade, upheld with kindlied change : 
Beflirs her then, and from each tender (lalk 
Whatever earth, all-bearing mother, yields 
In India eaft or wed ; or middle diore 
In Pont us, or the Punic coad ; or where 340 
A LCI NOUS reign*d ; fruit of ail kinds, in coat 
Rough, or (inooth rind, or bearded hulk, or diell, 
She gathers ; tribute large ! and on the board 
Heaps with un-fparing hand : for drink, tlie grape 
She crudies, inofFenfive Mud ! and meathes 245 

From many a berry : and, from fweet kernels prels*d 
She tempers dulcet creams; nor thefe to hold 
Wants her fit vedels pure ; then, drcws the groun 
With rofe, and odours from the dirub, unfum'd. 
Mean-while our primitive great fire, to meet 3 
^lis god-like gued, walks forth ; without more tn 
Accompany 'd than with his own complete 
Perfections ; in himfelf was all his date 1 
More (blcmn than the tedious pomp that waits 
On Mnces, when their rkh relmw^ \wv^ 
Ofbor&s led, and grooms bcfKitat''\ v{\x\i ^^, 
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Dazzles the crcmd, and iets them all a-gape. 

I^earer his prefence, Adam, though not aw*d, 

Yet with fubmift approach, and reverence meek. 

As to a fuperior nature, bowing low, ^6^ 

Thus faid. I^^ati^e of heaven ! for other place. 

None can than heav'ni Aich glorioas ftupe contain. 

Since by delcending from the thronen above, 

Thofe hippy ph0» thou haft deign'd a-while 

To want, and honour thefe, vouchfafe with us 3(^5 

Two only, who yet by (bv'rteign gift pofTeft 

This (paciouft ground, in yonoer mady bowV 

To re(t ; and what the garden choiceft bears 

To (it and tafte, 'till this meridian heat 

Be over, and the fun more cool decline. 376 

Whom ih\\s th* angelic Virtue anfwer'd mild. 
Adam ! I therefore came ; nor art thou fuch 
Created, or fuch place haft here to dwell, 
As may not oft invite, though fpirits of heav'n. 
To vifit thee : lead on then where thy bow'r 375 
O'erfliades; for thcfe mid-hours, 'trfl ev'ning rife, 
I have at will.— So to the fylvan lodge 
They came, that like Pomona's arbor Cnird, 
"With flowrets deck'd, and fragrant fmclls : but EvB 
Undeck'd, fave with her fclf, more lovely fair 580 
Than Wood nymph, or the faircft Goddefs feign'd 
Of three, that in mount Ida naked ftrove ! 
Stood t 'entertain her gueft from heav'n : no veil 
She needed, v irtue- proof ; no thought infirm 
Altcr'd her cheek. On whom the angel Hail 385. 
Bcftow'd, the holy falutation U9*d 
Long after to bleft Mary, fecond Eve. 

If A iL, Mother of mankind \ vjVioSe ftwMviV ^otixb 
S/jn/J £JJ the world more numtvovx^ viuVk xV\>f fotvv, 
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Than with thefe various fruits the trees of God 39» 
Have heap'd this ubie.->Rais'd of graOy turf 
Their table was, and moiTy feats bad round : 
And on her ample fquare, from fide to fide, 
▲11 autumn pil'd ; tho' fpring, and autumn, here 
Danc'd hand in hand. ^A-while diicourie they hold ; 
^No fear left dinner cool) when thus began ^^6 
Our author. Heav'niy iUanger 1 pleafe to tafle 
Theie bounties, which our Noun/her, from whom 
AUperfei^ good, un-meafur'd out, defcends 
To us for food, and ibr delight, hath caus'd 400 
The earth to yield : unfavory food, perhaps. 
To fpiritual natures ; only this I know. 
That one coeledial Father gives to alL 

To whom the Angel. Therefore what he gives, 
"Whofe praife be ever fung ! to man, in part 50^ 
Spiritual, may of purefl: Ipirits be found 
No ingratefui food : and tood alike thofo pure 
Inteliigential fubilances require. 
As doth your rational : and both contain 
Within them ev'ry lower faculty 410 

Of fenft, whereby they hear, fee, fineli, touch, taltc : 
Tailing concod, digeit, allimilate. 
And corporeal to incorporeal turn. 
For know, whatever was created, needs 
To be fuftain'd, and fed ; of elements, 41^ 

The grofler feeds the purer ; earth the fea ; 
Earth, and the fea, feed air ; the air, thoie fires 
Ethereal ; and as lowefl, firft the moon ; 
"Whence, in her vifage round, thofe fpots, unpurg'd 
Vapours, not yet into her fubflance turn'd. 420 
Nor doth the moon no nourishment exhale 
From her moW continent, to Vv\g)\ex o\\i%» 
The fun, that light imparts to ^\i, uccvn^^ 
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from all his alimental rccompenfc 

In humid exhalations ; and at cv'n 425 

Sups with the ocean. Though in heav'n the Trees 

Of Life ambrofial fruitage b«ir, and vines 

Yield Ncdtar ; though from off the boughs each mom 

We brufh mellifinous dews, tnd find the ground 

Cover'd with pearly grain : yet God hath here 430 

Varied his bounty fo with new delights, 

As may compare with heaven ; and to taftc 

Think not I (hall be nice. So down they fat, 

'And to their viands fell : nor (eemingly 

The angel, nor in roift, the common glofs 435: 

Of theologians, but with keen difpatch 

Of real hunger, and concodive heat 

To tranfubftantiate : what redounds, tranfpires 

Through fpirits with eafe ; nor wonder ; if by fire 

Of footy coal, the empiric alchymift 440 

Can turn, or holds it pofHble to turn, 

Metals of droffieft ore to perfe(ft gold. 

As from the Mine. Mean-while at table Eve 

Minifter'd naked, and their flowing cups 

With pieafant liquor crown*d. O innocence 445: 

l>eferving Paradife ! if ever, then. 

Then had the fons of God excufe t'have been 

Enamour'd at that fight : but, in iKofe hearts 

Love un-libidinous reign'd, nor jealoufy 

Was underftood, the injur'd lover's hell. 450 

Thus when with meats, and drinks, they had fuffic'd, 
Not burden 'd nature, fuddcn mind arolc 
In Adam, not to let th' occafion pafs, 
Giv'n him by this great conference, to know 
Of things above this world, and of their Being 45- 5- 
TV/10 dwell in heaven : whofc cxccWetvctV^KvH 
Tran/ccnd his own \'o far : whofe t^dAwa ^wtcvs^ 
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Divine effiilgence ! whofe high pow'r, (o far 

Exceeded human ; and his wary fpeech 

Thus to th' empyreal minifter he fram'd. 460 

Inhabitant with God! now know I well 
Thy favour» in this honour done to man ( 
Under whole lowly roof thou haft vouchfaf *4 
To enter,, and thefe earthly fruits to tgfte -, 
Food not of angels, yet accepted fo» 465 

As that more wiUingly thou could'ft not ieem 
At heav'n^s high feaiis tliave fed : yet what compare f . 

To whom the winged Hierarch reply *d. 

O Adam ! One Almighty is, from whom 

All things proceed, and up to him return, 470 

If not deprav'd from good ; created all 

Such to perfection, one firft matter ail, 

Indu'd with various forms, various degrees r. 

Of fubftance, imd in things that live, of life : 

But more refin'd, more fpiritous, and pure, 475*. 

As nearer to him placed, or nearer tending. 

Each in their feveral a<^ive fpheres adign'd : 

Till body up to fpirit work, in bounds 
Proportion'd to each kind.. So, from the root 
Springs lighter the green (talk ; from thence, the leaves) 
More aery ; laft, the bright confummate flow'r 4S v 
Spirits odorous breathes ; flow*rs, and their fruit, 
Man's nourifhment, by gradual icaie fublimM, > 

To vital fpirits aipire, to animal, ; 

To intclleiftual 5 give both life, and fenfe, 485 

Fancy, abd undeiilanding ; whence the foul 
Reafon receives \ and rcalbn is her Being, 
Dilcuriive, or Intuitive ; difcourfe 
Is oftell yours, the latter moft. is ovit^ \ 

DilF'nng but in deflree, of kmd ihft twtift% V5J> 
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Wonder not tben^ wbit God for yoa fftw gooil 

If 1 refufe not, bat convert, as you^ 

To pro|>er fubftance* Time may comCt when men 

With angeis may participate, and find 

No inconvenient diet, nor too light fare : 45IJ 

And from thefe eotporai; nutrimenUB, periupf. 

Your bodies may at laft tarn all to (poritv 

Improved by trad of time ; and wi^d a(cend 

Fthereal, as we ; ot may at choice. 

Here, or in heavenly Paradifes, dwelf % ^poo 

If ye be ioimd obedient, and retaia- 

Unalterably firm his love entire, 

Whofe progeny you arc. Mean-while; enjoy 

Your fill what happinefs this happy* ftate 

Can. comprehend, incapable of more. 505" 

T o whom the patriarch of mankind reply^d i 
O ^vourable fpirit, propitious gueft 1 
Well haft thou taught the way that might dive^ 
Our knowledge, and the fcale of nature fet 
From centre to circumference -, whereon, $u^ 

In contemplation of created things, 
By fteps we may afcend to God. But fcy. 
What meant that caution join'd, if yb be foixsix 
Obedient f Can we want obedience then 
To him ? or poflibly his love delcrt 51-5; 

Who fbrm'd us from the duft, and placM us liere. 
Full to the utmoft meafure of what blifs 
Human defires can feek, or apprehend ^ 

To whom the angel. Son of hean^'n, and earth, 
Attend ! That thou art happy, owe to God : 5aa 
That thou continu'ft fuch, owe to thy- kKf 
That is, to thy obedience ; thet^iv ftatvd^ 
Tftts was that caution giv'a tSkioft \ \)%^i)*W4\ 
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God made thee perfe<^y not imtnutabk ; 

And good he made thee ; but to pctferefe 52J 

He left it in thy powV ; ordaun'd thy will 

By nature free, not over-rurd by faie 

Inextficable, or drift neceiCty. 

Our voluntary- fe^vice he requires^ 

Not our neceflitated ; fuch with him 530 

Fihcb no acceptance, nor can find : for how 

Can hearts, not free, be try'd whether they fervc 

WiJiing or no, who will but what the]^ maft 

By defliny, and can no other chuie f 

My felf, and all th' angelic hoft, that (land ^^f 

In light of God inthron'd, our hapfsy ftate 

Hold, as you youis, while our obedience holds ; 

On other lurety none : fieely we Cerre^ 

Becaule we fireely love ; as in our wdli 

To love, or not, in this we (Und, or £M. 540 • 

And fome are faii'n, to dilbbedience fid^a s 

And fo, from heav'n todeepeft hell : O ^1 

From what high ftate of blifs, into what woe I 

To whom our great progenitor. Thy words 
Attentive, and with more delighted car, p^f 

Divine iaftrudor ! I have heard, than when 
Cherubic longs by night from ncighbVing hiiis 
Aaieal muiic fend. Nor knew I hot 
To be both will, and deed, created free : , 
Yet, that Vf6 never (hall forget to k)»e §^ 

Ouf Maker, and obey him, who(e commahd 
Single, is yet fe ju(H my conitant thoughts 
A^r'd me, and ftiil adbiie; though what thou teU'ft 
Hath pa(l in heaven, ibme doubt within me move* 
But more defire to hear, if thou confent^ SS^ 

The fuJJ rekthn : wMcl^ muft needs \^ te«Ci'^% 
Worthy of Acred liteMe to ba Yma^;. • 

1 
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And we have yet large day ; for fcarce the fun 
Hath finifh'd half his journey, and (carce begins 
His other half in the great zone of heav'n. $60 

Thus Adam maderequeft; and Raphael, 
After (hort paufe aflenting, thus began. 

High matter thou injoin'ft me, O prime of men ! 
Sad talk, and hard ! For how (hall 1 relate 
To human fenle th' invifible exploits ^6f 

Of warring (pirits ? How, without remorfe, 
The ruin of fo many, glorious once, 
And perfc6^, while they ftood f how, laft, unfold 
The fecrets of another world, perhaps 
Not lawful to reveal ? Yet, for thy good, 570 ■■ 

This is difpcnsM : and what furmounts the resich 
Of human fchCcj I (hall delineate (b, 
By lik'ning (piritual to corporeal forms, 
As may exprefs them beft : though, what if earth 
Be but the (hadow of heav'n ; and things therein 575 
Each t'other like, more than on earth is thought ? 

' As yet this world was not, and Chaos wild 
Reign*d where Aefe heav'ns now rowl, where earthi 
Upon her centre jwis'd ; when on a day [now rcfts 
For time, though in eternity, applyM . 580 

To motion, rmeafures all things durable 
By prefent, pail, and future, on fuch day 
As heav'h's great year brings forth, th' empyreal hoft* 
Of angels, by imperial fummons cali'd, 
Innumerable before th* Almighty's throne 5^5 

Forthwith, from all the ends of heav*n, appeared 
Under r^cir.hierarchs in orders bright : 
Ten tboulind thou (and enfignsVu^ %<^N%[ic'^^ 
Siaadards, and firanlaloas, Hviixt via» %x«it«w ^ 
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Stream in the air, and for diflin^ion (erve ^^o 

0£ hierarchies, of orders, and degrees : 

Or in their glittering tiflues bear imblaz'd 

Holy memorials, z&% of 2eal, and love. 

Recorded eminent. Thus when in orbs 

Of circuit in-expreffible they ftood, 595* 

Orb within orb, the Father infinite. 

By whom in blifs imbofomM fat the Son, 

Amid ft, as from a flaming mount, whofe top 

Brightnefs had made inviSble, thus fpake. 

Hear all ye angels, progeny of light, 606 

Thrones, dominations, princedoms, virtues^ powVs I 
Hear my decree, which unrevoked fhall flina. 
This day I have begot* whom I declare 
My only Son, and on this holy hill 
Him have anointed, whom ye now behold 60^ 

At my right hand ; your head I him appoint : 
And by my felf have fwotn, to hirh fhall bow 
All knees in heav'n, and (hall confcfs him Lord. 
Under his great vicc-gerent reign abide 
United, as one individual foul, 6tO 

For ever happy : him who difbbcysi 
Me difobeys, breaks union, and that day 
Caft out from God, and blefTed vilion, falls 
Into uiter darkncfs, deep ingulf'd, his place 
Ordain'd without redemption, without end. 6if 

So fpake th' Omnipotent, and with his words 
All i'eemM well pleas'd : all fcem'd, but were not all. 
That day, as other fblemn d:iys, they fpent 
In long, and dance, about the facred hill ; 
Myftical dance ! which yonder (lirtY f^l\<iv^ ^'i.<:i 
0/ planets, and of fix*d, in a\\ \\ct \\\\ce\% 
Rcfemblcs iieareft j mazes \niric:itc» 
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5)ccentric, interyoIvM, yet regular 
't'hen moft, when mo(t irregular they feem ; 
And in their motions harmony divine 625 

So fmooths her charming tones, that God's own ear 
Liftens delighted. Ev'ning now approach'd. 
For we have al(b our ev'ning, and our morn -, 
We ours for change deleiiable, not need ; 
Forthwith from dance to fweet repaft they turn 6^0 
Dcdrous : all in circles as they flood. 
Tables are fet, and on a fudden pil'd 
With angels food, and rubied nevflar flows, 
In pearl, in diamond, and mafTy gold ; 
Fruit of delicious vines, the growth of heav'n ! 63 f 
On flow'rs repos'd, and with rich flow'rets crown'd. 
They eat, they drink, aixl jn communion fweet 
Quaff immortality, and joy, fecure 
Of furfeit, where full meafure only bounds 
Exccfs, before th* all-lxDuntcous king, who fhowr'd 
With copious hand, rejoicing in their joy. (^4 1 

Kow when ambrofial night, with clouds exhal'd 
From that high mount of G od, whence light and (hade 
Spring both, the face of brightefl heav'n had chang'd 
To grateful twilight ; for night comes not there ^45 
In darker veil ; and rolcate dews difpos'd 
All but th' un-fleeping eyes of God to reft ; 
Wide over all the plain, and wider far 
Than all this globofe earth in plain ©ut-fpread, 
Sucli are the courts of G o d ! th' angelic throng, 
DifpersM in bands, and files, their camp extend 651 
By living ftreams, among the trees of life. 
Pavilions numberlefs ! and fudden rear'd, 
Coelcdial tabernacles, where they llept 
J'ann'd with cool winds ;fave thofe who, in their cour/e. 
Melodious hymns about the fov'rd^u \Vv\ovvg 656 

Alternate alt n'lght long. But, uo\. fo v^qJ»C'\ 
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Satan: fo caJJ him now ; his former name 
Is heard no more in heaven ; he of the firft, 
If not the firft Arch-Angel, great in powV, 660 

In favour, and pre-eminence ; vet fraught 
"With envy againft the Son ot God, that day 
Honour'd by his great Father, and procJaimM 
Messiah, King anointed, could not bear 66^ 

Thro' pride that fight, and thought himfclf impairM. 
Deep malice thence conceiving, and didlain, 
Soon as midnight brought on the dufkv hour, 
Friendliell to lieep, and filence, he refolv'd 
With all his legions to diflodge, and leave 
Un-worfliipp*d, un-obey*d, the throne fupreme, 670 
Contemptuous ; and his next fubordinate 
Awak'ning, thus to him in lecret fpakc. 

Sleep'st thou, companion dear ! what fleep can clofc 
Thy eye-lids, and remember'ft what decree 
Of yefterday, (b late hath pafs'd the lips 675- 

Of heav'n*s Almighty ? Thou to me thy thoughts 
Waft wont, I mine to thee was wont t'impart : 
Both waking we were one ; how then can now 
Thy fleep diflfent f New laws thou feeft impos'd : 
New laws from him who reigns, new minds may raife 
In us who ferve ; new counfels 5 to debate 681 

Wljat doubtful may enfue : more in this place 
To utter is not fafe. — Aflemble thou 
Of all thofe myriads which we lead the chief : 
Tell them that by command, ere yet dim night 62^ 
Her fhadowy cloud withdraws, I am to hafte, 
And all who under me their banners wave. 
Homeward, with flying march, where we pofTefs 
"The quarters of the north ; there to prepare . 
Fit entertainment to receive out Vav\^, W 

The great MjSuSSIAH, and \\U iv^^ Qoxam'^^^'i* \ 
> L.2 "^ 
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Who fpeedily through all their hierarchies 
Intends to pafs triumphant, and give laws. 

So (pake the falfe Arch-Angel, and infus'd 
Bad innuence into th' unwary breafi dpj 

of his aflbciate : he together calls, 
Or feveral one by one, the regent Pow'rs, 
Under him regent, tells, as he was taught. 
That the rnoft high commanding, now ere night, 
Now ere dim night had dif-incumber'd heav'n, 700 
The great hierarchal ftandard was to move z 
Tells the fuggefted caufe, and caib between 
Ambiguous words, and jealoulies i to found. 
Or taint, integrity : but all obey'd 
The wonted ngnal, and fuoerior voice 705 

Of their great i.x)tentate : for great indeed 
His name, and high was his degree in heav'n : 
His countenance, as the morning-ftar that guides 
The ftarry flock, allur'd them ; and with lies 
Drew after him the third part of heav'n's hoft. 7 10 

Mean-while th' eternal eye, whofe fight dilcerns 
Abftrufeft thoughts, from forth his holy mount, 
And from within the golden lamps that burn 
J^ightly before him, faw, without their light. 
Rebellion rifing; faw, in whom, how fpread 715 

Among the Ions of morn, what multitudes 
Were banded to oppofe his high decree ; 
And Imiling, to his only Son thus faid. 

Son! Thou in whom my glory I behold 
In full refplendence, heir of alTnw might ! 720 

Nearly it now concerns us to be fure 
Of our omnipotence ; and with what Mm% 
IVe mean to hold, what antiently nz dwrn 



« 



Book V. Paradise Lost. 145 

Of deity, or empire : fuch a foe 

Is rifmg, who intends t'erccft his throne 725: 

Equal to ours, throughout the fpacious north. 

Nor fo content, hath in his thought to try 

In battle, what our pow'r is, or our right. 

Let us advifc, and to this hazard draw 

With fpeed what force is left, and all employ 736 

In our defenfe ; kii unawares Vie lofe 

This our high place, our fan(5)uary, our hill. 

To whom the Son, with calm afpe<ft, and clear, 
Light'ning divine, ineffable, ferene ! 
Made anfwcr. Mighty Father ! thou thy foes 
Juftly haft in derifion, and fecure 736 

Laugh *ft at their vain dcfigns, and tumults vain : 
Matter to me of glory ! whom their hate 
Illuftrates, when they lee all regal pow'r 
Giv'n me to quell their pride ; and in event 740 
Know whether I be dext'rous to fubdue 
Thy rebels, or be found the woril in heav'n. 

So fpake the Son : but Satan, with his Pow'rs, 
Far was advanced on winged fpeed ; an hoft 
Innumerable ! as the ftars of night, 745* 

Or (ftars of morning) dew-drops, which the fun 
Impearls ! on every leaf, and every ilow'r. 
Regions they pafs'd, and mighty regencies 
Of Se^raphim, and Potentates, and Thrones, 
In their triple dcgiees : regions, to which 7 jo 

All thy dominion, Adam, is no more. 
Than what this garden is to all the earth, 
And all the fea; from one entire globofe 
StretchM into longitude •, which Vi»N\Tv^^y^% 
At length into the limits o{ tV\e t^i\\\ "\'^^ 

Ttiev came ; and S a T a n to Vvvs \o^ A ^^-^V- ^ 



14^ Paradise Lost. Book V. 

High on a hill, far blazing, as a mount 

RaisM on a mount, with pyramids, and tow'rs, 

From diamond quarries hew*n, and rocks of gold, 

The palace of great Lucifbr ; fo call 760 

That ftrudure, in the dialecHi.of men 

Interpreted, which not long ifter he, 

Affeding all equality with G()D, 

In imitation of that mount wiiereon 

Messiah was declared in fight of heav'n, ^6$ 

The mountain of the congregation call'd : 

For thither he allembled all his train ; 

Pretending (b commanded, to confult 

About the great reception of their King, 

Thither to come : and with calumnious art 770 

Of counterfeited truth thus held their ears. 

Thrones, dominations, princedoms, virtues, pow'rs! 
If thefe magnific titles yet remain, 
Not merely titular ! fince by decree 
Another now hath to himlelf ingrofs'd 775* 

All pow'r, and us eclips*d, under the name 
Of King anointed : for whom all this hafte 
Of midnight-march, and hurry'd meeting here; 
This only to confult, how we may beft, 
"With what may be devis'd of honours new, 780 
Receive him, coming to receive from us 
Knee-tribute, yet un-paid : proftration vile 1 
Too much to one I but double, how indur'd 1 
To one, and to his image now proclalm'd ! 
But, what if better counfels might ereft 785" 

Our minds, and teach us to caft off this yoke ? 
\\\\\ ye fubmit your necks, and chufe to bend 
T/je fuppJe knee f Ye will not, tf 1 \v\^ 
To know ye right ; or if you know nowt feVs^^ 
Si^rjvcs, and fons of heav'p •, poffcft V^fott n^ 
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By none ; and if not equal aJJ, yet free. 

Equally free : for orders, and degree?, 

Jar not with liberty, but well coniiil. 

Who can in reafbn then, or right, alTume 

Monarchy over fuch as live bv right y^^ 

His equals ? if in pow*r and iplendor left. 

In freedom equal. Or, can introduce 

Law and edld on us, who without law 

Err not ! Much Icfs, for this to be our Lord, 

And look for adoration, to th' abufe 800 

Of thofe imperial titles, which affert 

Our being ordain 'd to govern, not to ferve ! — 

Thus far his bold difcourfc without controul 
Had audience ; when among the feraphim, 
Abdiel, than whom none with more zeal ador'd. 
The Deity, and divine commands obey'd, S06 * 

Stood up, and in a flame of zeal fevere, 
The current of his fury thus oppos'd. 

O ARGUMENT blafphcmous, falie and proud ! 
Words ! which no ear ever to hear in heav'n 810 . 
Expe<5led, leaft of all from thee, ingratc ! 
In place thy (elf fo high above thy peers. 
Ganft thou with impious obloquy condemn 
The juft decree of G o d, pronounc'd, and fworn ; 
That to his only Son, by right indu'd Sxj 

With regal Iceptre, every foul in hcav'n 
Shall bend the knee, and in that honour due 
Confefs him rightful king ? Unjuft, thou fay 'ft. 
Flatly unjuft, to bind with laws the free. 
And, equal over equals, to let reign .820 

One over all, with unfucceeded pow'r — 
Shalt Thou give iaw to God? Mv Thou ^\^^n5\^ 
W/th. him the pomu of I'lbcnv* Y*\xo^.tWi.i^ 

L4 '^^^ 
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Thee what thou art ? and fbrm'd the Powers of hcav'n 
5uch as he pleas'd, and circumfcrib'd their being f 
Yet, by experience taught, we know how good, 826 
And of our good, and of our dignity 
How provident he is ; how fer from thought 
To make us Icfs ; bent rather to exalt 
Our happy ftate, under one head more near 830 

United. — But, to grant it thee unjuft, 
That equal over equals monarch reign : 
Thy felf, though great and glorious, doli thou count. 
Or all angelic nature join'd in one. 
Equal to him begotten Son? By whom, 835- 

, As by his Word, the mighty Father made 
All things, ev'n Thee, and all the fpirits of heav'n. 
By him created in their bright degrees : 
Crown'd them with glory, and to their glory nam'd 
Thrones, dominations, princedoms, virtues, pow'rs, 
ElTential Pow'rs ! nor by his reign obfcur'd, 84 1 

But more illuftrious made ; fince he the head 
One of our number thus reduc'd bccoi-pes ; 
His laws our laws; all honour to him done 
Returns our- own. — Ceafe then this impious rage. 
And tempt not thefc ; but haftcn to appeafe 846 

Th' incenied Father, and th' inccnled Son, 
While pardon may be found, in time befbught, 

80 fpake the fervent Angel ; but his zeal 
None feconded, as out of (cafon judg'd, 850 

Or fingular, and rafh : whereat rejoic*d 
Th* apoftatc, and more haughty thus reply'd. 

That we were form'd then,ray'ft thou ? and the work 
0/ fecondary hands, by tafk transfcr'd 85*4 

JFfom Father to his Son ? Strange ^\tv\, ^tvdx«.N< k 
J^odrlnp fvfyicb we wo^ld kaow vj\\euc^\cwvC^\N»VQ^vw 
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"When this creation was ? Remcmber'/l Thou 

Thy making, while the Maker gave thee being f 

We know no time when IVe were not as now ; 

Know none before us ; feif-begot, iclf-rais*d 8^ 

By our own quick'ning pow'r, when fatal courfe 

Had circled his fall orb, the birth mature 

Of this our native heav'n, ethereal fons. 

Our puiffance is our own, our own right hand 

Shall teach u? higheft deeds, by proof to try 865* 

Who is our equal ; then ! thou fhalt behold 

Whether by fupplication we intend 

Addrefs, and to begird th' Almighty throne 

Befeeching, or beficging. This report, 

Thefe tidings, carry to th* anointed king ; 870 

And fly, ere evil intercept thy flight ! 

He faid, and, as the found of waters deep, 
Hoarfe murmur echo'd to his words applaufe. 
Through the infinite hoft : nor lefs for that 
The flaming feraph fearlefs, though alone 875 

Incompafs'd round with foes, thus anfwer*d bold. 

O ALIENATE ffom GoD, O fplrit accurft, 
Forfaken of all good ! I fee thy fall 
Detcrmin'd, and thy haplefs crew involv'd 
In this perfidious fraud, contagion fpread 880 

Both of thy crime, and punifhment. Henceforth 
Ko more be troubled how to quit the yoke 
Of God's Messiah: thofe indulgent laws 
Will not be uqw vouchfaf 'd ; other decrees 
Againft thee are gone forth, without recall. 885* 

That golden fceptre which thou didft reje(ft, 
Is now an iron rod, to bruifc, and bre^k. 
Thy difohedlence. Well thou didft ;)n\\\fe \ 
Yet not for thy advice, or threats^ 1 Av 
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Thefe wicked tents devoted ; left the wrath 890 

Impendent, raging into fudden fiame 

Dirtinguifh not ; for foon exped to feel 

His thunder on thy head, devouring fire ! 

Then ! who created thee lamenting learn, 

When who can un-creatc thee thou (halt know. 895 

So fpake the feraph Abdiel, faithful found 
Among the faithlefs, faithful only he : 
Among innumerable falie, un-mov'd, 
Un-fhaken, un-feduc'd, un-terrify'd. 
His loyalty he kept, his love, his zeal. 900 

Nor number, nor example, with him wrought 
To fwcrve from truth, or change his conftant mind 
Though fingle. From amidft them forth he pafs'd. 
Long way through hoftile Icorn ; which he fuftain'd 
Superior, nor of violence fear'd ought : 905 

And, with retorted fcorn, his back he tum'd 
On thofe proud tow'rs, to fwift deftru^ftion doom'd. 



Tie end of the fifth Book. 
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The ARGUMENT. 

Raphael continues to relate how Michael and Gabriel 
were fent forth to battle againfl Satan and h'ts Angels. 
The fir ft fight defer sb*d : Satan and his Powers retire 
under night : he calls a council^ invents deviUflj en- 
gines^ which in the fecond dafs fight put Michael and 
his Angels io fome diforder; but they at length pulling 
up mountains y overwhelmed both the force and machines 
of Satan ; yet the tumult not fo endings God, on the 
third day^ fends Messiah Ms Son ; for whom he 
had referv*d the glory of that vi£iory : He, in the 
power of his Fat UEjty coming to the place, and cau^ 
fing all his legions to ft and Jtill on either fide^ with 
his chariot and thunder driving into the midft of his 
enemies^ furfues them^ unabh /f refift^ towgrds the 
wall of heato'n ; which opening, they h$p dawn with 
horror and confufion into the place of punifljment pre- 
pared for them in the deep : Messiah returns with 
triumph to his Father. 
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AL L night the dreadlefs angel, un-purfu'd. 
Thro* hcav'n's wide champain held his way j 
till morn, 
Wak'd by the circling hours, with rofy hand 
Un-barr'd the gates of light. There is a cave 
"Within the mount of God, fall by his throne, ^ 
AVhere light, and darkncfs, in perpetual-round, 
Lodge, and dif-lodgc, by turns; which makes thro' 
Grateful yiciffitudc, like day, and night : Pieav'n 
Light ifliies forthy and at the other door 
Oblcquious darknefs enters, till her hour lo 

To veil the heav'n ; tho* darknefs there might well 
Seem twilight here; and now went forth the morn, 
Such as in highcft heaven, array'd in gold 
Empyreal -, from before her vanifh'd night, 
Shot thro' with orient beams : whet\ ^VV \\\<t ^\iv^ \% 
Covcr'd with thick imbattled ^vwlAxqiv^ Vx'i^w.* 
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Chariots, and flaming arms, and fiery ftceds, 
Reflecting blaze on blaze, firft met bis view* 
War he perceiv'd, War in procinft ; and found 
Already known, what he for news had thought 20 
To have reported : gladJy then he mix'd 
^mong thofe friendly Pow*rs, who him received 
With joy, and acclamations loud, that one, 
That of ib many myriads fall'n, yet one, 
ReturnM, not loft. On to the facred hiJl ±j^ 

,They led him high applauded, and prefent 
B^re the feat fupreme ; from whence a voice, 
From midft a golden cloud, thus mild was heard. 

Servant of God, well done I well haft thou fought 
The better fight, who fingle haft maintained, 30 

Againft revolted multitudes, the caufe 
Of truth, in word mightier than they in arms : 
And for the teftimony of truth haft born 
Univerfal reproach ; far worfe to bear 
Than violence : for this was all thy care, 35* 

To ftand approved in fight of God, tho' worlds 
Judg*d thee perverfe. The eafier conqueft now 
Remains thee, aided by this hoft of friends, 
Back on thy foes more glorious to return, 
Than fcorn d thou didft depart : and to fubdue 40 
By force, who reafon for their law refufe. 
Right reaibn for their law ; and for their king 
Messiah, who by right of merit reigns. 
60, Michael ! of coeleftial armies Prince; 
And thou, in military prowefs next, 45 

Gabriel ! lead forth to battle thefe my fons 
Invincible 5 lead forth my armed faints. 
By thou lands, and by millions, rang'd for fight ; 

Equal in number to that godVcCs cxtw. 

Rebellions : them with frte, au<\VioKvk %twi» S^ 
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Feailefs adault ; and to the brow of heav'n 
Purfuing, drive them out from God, and blifs. 
Into their place of punilhment, the gulph 
OfTARTARUs; which ready ojpens wide 
His fiery chaos to receive their tall. 5-5 

S o fpake the (bvcreign voice, and clouds began 
To darken all the hill, and {inoke to rowl 
In dulky wreaths relu(5tant flames : the fign 
Of wrath awak'd ! Nor with lefs dread the loud 
Ethereal trumpet fi-om on high 'gan blow : 60 

At which command, the Powers militant 
That ftood for heav'n, in mighty quadrate join'd * 

Of union inefiflible, mov'd on 
In filence their bright legions, to the found 
Of inftrumental harmony, that breath'd 6^ 

tieroic ardour to adventurous deeds, 
Under their God-Iikeleaders in the caufe 
Of God, and his Messiah. On they move 
IndifTolubly firm ; nor obviAs hill, 
Kor flreit'ning vale, nor wood, nor dream divides 70 
Their perfeft ranks; for, high above the ground 
Their mUrch was, and the paflive air up-bore 
Their nimble tread : as when the total kind 
Of birds, in orderly array on wing. 
Came fummon*d over Eden, to receive 75 

Their names of thee : fo, over many a tradl 
Of heav'n they march'd, and many a province wide, "^ 
Tenfold the length of this terrene. At lait. 
Far in th' horizon to the north appeared 
From fkirt to (kirt a fiery region, Itrctch'd 80 

In hatailous afpcift, and nearer view 
Bridled with upright beams innumerable 
Of ri^id fpcnrs, and helmets vUron^^'A, ^T\<i ^\0k.^'5» 
Varioas, with boa/lful argument poiU^N^'i, 
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The banded Pow'rs of Satan, hading on 85* 

With furious expedition : for they ween'd * 
That felf-lame day, by fight, or by furprizle, 
To win the mount of G o D ; and on his throne 
To fet the envier of his ftate, the proud Sp 

Afpirer : but their thoughts prov'd fond, and vain. 
In the mid-way. Though ftrange to us it feem'd 
At firft, that angel ftould with angel war, 
And in fierce hotting meet j who wont to meet 
So oft ra feftivals of joy, and love 
Unanimous, as fons of one great Sire, 9^ 

• Hymning th* eternal Father: but^ the fhout 
Of battle now began, and rufhing found 
Of on-fet, ended 'feon each mildet thought. 
High in the midfl« exalted as a God, 
Th* apoftate in the lun-bright chariot fat, io<5 

Idol of majefty divine ! inclos'd 
With flaming cherubim, and g|iden fhields : 
Then, lighted from his gygeous throne } for now 
*Twixt hoft and hoft buWarrow fpace was left, 
A dreadful interval ! and, front to front 105 

Prefented, flood in terrible array. 
Of hideous length ; before the cloudy van^ 
On the rough edge of battle ere it join'd, 
Satan, with vaft and haughty ftrides ad vanc'd> 
Came tow'ring, arm'd in adamant, and gold : nO 
Abdiel that fight indur'd not, where he flood 
Among the mightieft, bent on highefl deeds ; 
And thus his own undaunted heart explores. 

O heav'n ! that fuch refemblance of the higheft 
Should yet remain ; where faith, and realty, 1 1 f 

Remain not : wherefore (hould xvol (Irengjtb, and might, 
There fail, where virtue faWs •, ot v«e^^^ ^^^^n^^ 
Where boldeil f Though to &aVvx utvCoiics^«^\R 
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His puiflance, trufting in th* Almighty's aid ! 
I mean to try ; whofe reafon I have try 'd, j 20 

Unfound, and ^ilfe : nor is it ought but juft, 
That he who in debate of truth hath won, 
Should win in arms ; in both difputes a^ike 
Vi^or : though brutifh that conteft, and foul, 
When reafon hath to deal with force ; yet fb 125^ 
Moft reafon is that reafon overcome. 

So pondering, and from his armed Peers 
Forth-ftcpping oppofite, half way he met 
His daring foe, at this prevention more 
IncenVd, and thus fecurely him defy 'd. 130 

Proud, art thou met ? thy hope was to have reached 
The height of thy afpiring un-oppos'd. 
The throne of God unguarded, and his fide 
Abandoti'd, at the tewor of thy pow*r. 
Or potent tongue : fool ! n^ to think how vain 135- 
Againft the Omnipotent to me in arms : 
Who out of fmalieft things, could, without end. 
Have rais'd inceflant armies, to defeat 
Thy folly •, or with folitary hand, 
Reaching beyond all limit, at one blow, 140 

Un-aided, could have tinifti'd thee, and whelm'd 
Thy legions under darknefe : but, thou fceft 
All are not of thy train ; there be, who faith 
Prefer, and piety to G o d ; though then 
To thee not vifible, when I alone 14 j 

SeemM m thy world erroneous to diflcnt 
Prom all : my fcift thou fecft ; now learn too late 
How few fometimes may know, when thoulands err. 

Whom the grand foe, with fcotrf\x\ c^^ ^^-wv^ca^ 
Thus anfwer'd. Ill for thcc, but Vu m^'<i\\QN^x \S^, 
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of my revenge,, firft fought for, thou return'ft 
From flight, tedhious angel ! to receive 
Thy merited reward, the firft aflay 
Of this right hand provok'd, fince firft that tongue, 
Infpir*d with contfadiilion, durft oppofe 1 5:5: 

A third part of the Gods, in fynod met 
Their deities t'aflert : who, while they feel 
Vigour divine within them, can allow 
Omnipotence to none. But, well thou com'ft 
Before thy fellows, ambitious to win 1 60 

From mc (bme plume ; that thy fuccefs may (how 
Deftrudtion to the reft : this paufe between, 
Un-anfwer'd \c{{ thou boaft, to let thee know. 
At firft I thought that liberty, and heav'n. 
To heav'nly fouls had been all one ; but now i dj 
I fee that moft through lloth had rather yJrt;^, 
Miniftring ipirits, train'd up in feaft, and long ! 
Such haft thou arm*d, the minftrelfy of heav'n, 
Servility with freedom to contend, i6p 

As both their deeds comp#M this day (hall prove. 

To whom in brief thus Abdiel ftern reply 'd. 
Apoftate ! ftill thou err 'ft, nor end wilt find 
Of erring, from the path of truth remote : 
Unjuftly tliou dcprav'ft it with the name 
of Servtttidey to ferve whom God ordains, 1 7 j 

Or Nature ; God, and Nature, bid the fame. 
When he who rules is worthieft, and excels 
Them whom he governs. This is fervitude. 
To fcrve th* Unwile, or him who hath rebell'd 
Againft his worthier, as thine now ferve thee, i8a 
Thy fclf not free, but to thy k\( ihthrall'd ; 
Yet leudly dar'ft our miniftring upbraid. 
Reign thou in hell, thy km^Aom \ Vex mt fetM^ 
fa hcav'n Gqd ever blcft, 3iuA Vvv^ ^vVvcift 
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Behefts obey, worthieft to be obey'd ! i8^ 

Yet chains in hell, not realms, expe(5l : mean-while 
From me returned, as crlt thou (aid ft, from flight, 
This greetmg on thy impious creft receive. 

So faying, a noble (Iroke he lifted high, 
"Which hung not, but lb fwift with tempelt fell ipo 
On Ae proud crcft of Satan, that no fight, 
Nor motion of fwift thought, lefs could his fliield, 
Such ruin intercept : ten paces huge 
Pie back recoil'd ; the tenth on bended knee. 
His mafly fpear up-ftaid : as if on earth 195: 

Winds under ground, or waters, forcing way, 
Side-long had pufhM a mounuin from his feat, 
Half-dink with all his pines. Amazement feiz'd 
The rebel thrones, but greater rage, to fee 199 

Thus foird their mightielt : ours joy liird, and fhout, 
Prefage of vidory, and fierce defire 
Of battle : whereat Michael bid found 
Th' arch.angel trumpet ; thro' the vaft of heav*n 
It founded, and the faithful armies rung 
Hofanna to the higheft : nor flood at gaze 20J 

The adverfe legions, nor Icfs hideous join'd 
The horrid (hock. Now florming fury rofe. 
And clamour, fuch as heard in heav'n till now 
Was never ; arms on armour clafhing bray'd 
Horrible difcord, and the madding wheels 210 

of brazen chariots rag'd : dire was the noife 
Of conliid ! over head the difmal hifs 
of fiery darts in flaming vollies flew ; 
And flying, vaulted either hoft with fire. 
So, under fiery Cope together rulhM 215' 

Both battles main, with ruinous :.S?ivAx^ 
And In-cxtinu;uiihzh\'G rage : aV\ \\e^N''\\ 
Kcfoumitdi ami had earth beciv v\\ew, ^W ^^-ax*^ 

M 2 ^ 
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Had to her centre (hook. What wonder ? when 
Millions of fierce encountring angels fought 220 

On either fide, the lead of whom could weild 
Thefe elements, and arm him with the force 
Of all their regions : how much more of pow'r 
Army againft army, numberlefi, to raife 
Dreadful combuflion warring, and difturb, 225 

Though* not deftroy, their happy native feat I ;«• 
Had not th' eternal King omnipotent. 
From his flrong hold of heav'n, high ovcr-ruPd 
And limited their might : though number'd fuch, 
As each divided legion might have feem'd 230 

A numerous hod ; in (Irength, each armed hand, 
A legion ; led in fight, yet leader feem'd 
Each warrior, fingle, as in chief, expert 
When to advance, or (land, or turn the fway 
Of battle, open when, and when to clofe 235 

The ridges of grim war : no tbooght of flight. 
None of retreat, no unbecoming deed 
That arguM fear : each on himfelf rely'd. 
As only in his arm the moment lay 
Of victory. Deeds of eternal fame 240 

Were done, but infinite ; for wide was fpread 
That war, and various : fbmetimes on firm ground, 
A (landing fight ; then, ibaring on main wing. 
Tormented all the air ; all air feem'd then 
Confli(fting fire. Long time In even fcaJc 245 

The battle hung; till Satan, who that day 
Prodigious pow'r had (hewn, and met in arms 
No equal, ranging through the dire attack 
Of fighting feraphim confus'd, at length 
Saw 'where the (word of Michael fmotc, and fell'd 
Squadrons at once ; with huge two-handed fway 251 
Brandifh 'd a/oft, the horrid cd^c caiat ^owti 
^yidc'wafiingl fuch deftru&voa to NiVM^axA 
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He haded, and oppos'd the rocky orb 

Of ten-fold adamant, his ample (hicld, 25^ 

A vail circumference ! At his approach 

The great Arch- Angel from his warlike toll 

Surceas'd ; and glad, as hoping here to end 

Inteftine war in heav'n, th* arch- foe fubdu'd. 

Or captive drag'd in chains, with hodile frown, 260 

And rifage all inflam'd, firft thus began. 

Author of evil ! unknown 'till thy revolt, 
Un-nam'd in heav'n, now plenteous, as thou ice(l, 
Thefe ads df hateful ftrife ; hatefuJ to all, 
Though heavieft, by jult meafure, on thy felf, 265" 
And thy adherents : how haft thou difturbM 
Heav Vs biefled peace, and into nature brought 
Milery, uncreated till the crime 
Of thy rebellion ! how haft thou inftilPd 
Thy malice into thoufands, once upright 270 

And faithful, now provM falfe ! But think not here 
To trouble holy reft : heav'n cafts thee out 
From all her confines: heav'n, the (eat of blifs. 
Brooks not the works of violence, and war. 
Hence then ! and evil go with thee along, 275" 

Thy ofTsprihg, to the place of evil, heJl ; 
Thou and thy wicked crew ! there mingle broils ; 
Ere this avenging fword begin thy doom ; 
Or (bme more fudden vengeance, wing'd from God, 
Precipitate thee with augmented pain. 280 

S o fpake the Prince of angels : to whom thus 
The adverfary. Nor think thou with wind 
of aery threats to awe, whom yet with deeds 
I'hou canft not. Haft thou tutu' <i \V\^ X^-aJ^ <& >^'«?v«. 
To Bight / or if to fall, but tV\?Ll \V^ \Vv^ '^'^'^ 

Uii-vsLnq\x\(h'd ; eaiier to tran?a& V4\\\\ m^ , 
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That thou (houldft hope, imperious ! and with threats 

To chafe me hence ? Err not, that fo flialJ end 

That ftrife which thou call'ft evil, but we ftyle 

The ftrife of glory : which we mean to win, 290 

Or turn this heav*n it felf into the hell 

Thou fabieft ; here, however, to dwell free, 

If not to reign : mean-while thy utmoft force, 

And join him nam'd Almighty to thy aid, 

I fly not ; but have fought thee far, and nigh. 295 

They ended parle, and both addreft for fight 
Un-fpeakable : for who, though with the tongue 
of angels, can relate f or to what things 
Liken on earth confpicuous, that may lift 
Human imagination to fuch height 300 

of God-like pow*r 'i For likeft Gods they feem'd, 
Stood they, or/nov'd; in ftature, motion, arms. 
Fit to decide the empire of great heav'n ! 
"Sow wav'd their fiery fwords, and iq the air 
Made horrid circles ; two broad funs their fhields 
BlazM oppofite, while expectation ftood 306 

In horror : from each hand with fpeed retir'd, 
Where erft was thickefl: fight, th' angelic throng ; 
And left large field, unfafe within the wind 
of fuch commotion : fuch (as to fet forth 3 10 

Great things by fmall) if nature's concord broke. 
Among the conflellations war were fprung. 
Two planets, ru/hing from ^Cpc6{ mal?gn 
of ficrceft oppofition, in mid fky, 3 14 

Should combat, and their jarring fpheres confound. 
Together both, with next t* Almighty arm 
l7/>-Jifted imminent, one ftroke they aim'd 
That might determine, and not wte^ \t.^^\.> 
As not of pow'r^ at once, not oM%a^v^^\*^ 
In might, or fwift prevention •. bvxtxVie ^^ox^ ^"^^^ 
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of Michael, from the armory of God 

Was giv*n him tempcr'd fb, that neither keen, 

Nor folid, might rchft that edge : it met 

The fword of Satan, with Iteep force to fmite 

Defcending, and in Half cut fheer ; nor ftaid, 325 

But with fwift wheel reverfe, deep-entring, fhar'd 

All his right fide : then S atan firft knew pain, 

And writh'd him to and fro convolved ; (o fore 

The griding fword with difcontinuous wound 

Pafs'd thro* him ! But th* ethereal fiibrtancc cios'd, 

Not long divifible ; and from the gafh 331 f 

A ftream of nedlarous humour ilTuing flowM, ] 

Sanguin, fuch as coeleflial fpirits may bleed, 

And all his armour ftain'd, ere-while fo bright. 

Forthwith on all fides to his aid was run 335 

By angels many, and lirong, who inrcrpos'd ' ' 

Defenfe ; while others bore him on their fliiclds 

Back to his chariot ; where it flood retired 

From off the files of war : there they him laid 

Gnafhing for anguilh, and defpite, and (liamc, 540 

To find himfclf not matchlels, and his pride 

Humbled by fuch rebuke, fo far beneath " 

His confidence to equal God in powV. 

Yet fbon he heal'cf; for, fpiiits that live throughout 

Vital in every part, not, as frail man, 345 

In entrails, heart, or head, liver, or reins, 

Cannot but by annihilating die : 

Nor in their liquid texture mortal wound 

Receive, no more than can the fluid air : 

All heart they live, all head, all eye, all car, 3$;c> 

All intellcift, all fcnle ; and as they pleaic, 

They limb themfelves, and colour, fhapc, and fiite 

AfTume, as likes them bcil, condetifc^ q\ x-^^xc.^ 

Mean-while in other parts WVc ^c^^^ ^^K^x^^^ 
M 4 V.v.v^v.^ 
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Memorial, where ^h^ might of Gabriel fought. 
And with fierce eniigns picrc'd th^ deep array 356 
Of MoLOC, furious king ! who him defy'd. 
And at his chariot wheels to drag bini bound 
Threaten'd, nor from the Holy One of heav'n 
RefrainM his tongue blafphemous : but ^gion 36a 

Down cloven to the wailt, with fhatter'd arms, 
And uncouth pain, fled bellowing. On each wing 
Uriel, and Raphael, his vaunting foe 
Though huge, and in a rock of diamond arm'd, 
Vanquifh'd Adramelec, and Asmadai, 365 

Two potent thrones ! that to be lefs than Gods 
Difdain'd ; but meaner thoughts learned in their flight. 
Mangled with ghadlv wounds thro' plate, and mail. 
Nor flood unmindful A b d i e l, to ani^oy 
The aiheill-crew j but with redoubled blow, 370 

Ariel, and Arioc, and the violence 
Of R A M I e l fcorch'd, and bladed, overthrew. — 

I MIGHT relate of thoufands, and their names 
Eternize here on earth ; but thofe cleA 
Angels, contented with their fame in heav'n, 375: 
Seek not the praife of men : the other fort, 
In might though wondrous, and in a(fls of war. 
Nor of renown lefs eager, yet by doom 
Cancel'd from heav'n, and facred memory, 
Namelefs in dark oblivion let them dwell. 380 

For ftrength from truth divided, and from jufl, 
lilaudable, nought merits but difpraife, 
And ignominy ; yet to glory afpires. 
Vain-glorious, and through infamy feeks fame : 
Therefore eternal filcncc be their doom 1 385 

And now, their might'ieft qucWA.tVv'ei^^X-xX^^^^xV^, 
WiV/» many an in-rode gorM •,-dc£otttvc^to>jx 
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Enter 'd, aod foul difbrder : all the ground 
With (hiver'd armour ftrowD, and on a heap 
Chariot, and charioteer, lay over-turn'd, 3^0 

And fiery foaming deeds : what (lood, recoird 
O'er-wearied, thro' the feint faunic hoft 
Defcnfive fcarce, or with pale fear furpriz'd ; 
Then firfl with fear fuxpriz'd, and ienfe of pain, 
Fled ignominious : to tucb evil brought 395* 

By fin of diibbedience ; till that hour, 
Not liable to fear, or flight, or pain. 
Far otherwife th' inviolable £unts. 
In cubic phalanx firm, advanced entire. 
Invulnerable, impenetrably arm'd : 400 

Such high advantages their innocence 
Gave them above their foes, not to have finn'd, 
Not to have difobey'd I In fight they itood 
Un-wearied, un-obnoxious to be pain'd 4134 

By wound, tho' from their place by violence mov'd. 

Now night her courfe began, and over heav'n 
Inducing darknefs, grateful truce impos'd, 
And (ilence, on the odious din of war. 
Under her cloudy covert both rctir'd, 
Vi<5lor, and vanquifh'd. On the foughten ^eid^ 410 
Michael, and his angels, prevalent 
Encamping, plac'd in guard their watches round, 
Cherubic waving fires : on th* other part, 
Satan, with his rebellious, dilappear'd, 
Far in the dark diflodg'd ; and void of rell, 41^ 

His potentates to council caird by night ; 
And in the midft thus un-di(may*d began. 

O J NOW in danger tryM, no^ VLXkO'ATLvtv^TCkX 
Not to be ovcr-power'd, coinpauvoTi% &ntt\ 
Found worthy not of liberty a\oue» 
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Too mean pretenfc ! but, what wc more 9Se€t, 

Honour, dominion, glory, and renown ; 

Who have fuftain'd one day in doubtful fight, 

And if one day, why not eternal days f 

What heaven's Lord hath powerfulleft to (end 425" 

Againd us from about his throne, and judg'd 

Sufficient to fubduc us to his will. 

But proves not fo ! — then fallible, it ieems, 

Of future we may deem him, though till now 

Omnifcicnt thought. True 'tis, lefs firmly arm*d, 

Some difad vantage we indur*d, and pain, 431 

'Till now not known; but known, as foon contemn'd; 

Since now we find this our empyreal form 

Incapable of mortal injury, 

Imperilhable ; and though pierc'd with wound, 435- 

Soon clofing, and by native vigour heal'd. 

Of evil then fo fmall, as eafy think 

The remedy : perhaps more valid arms, 

Weapons more violent, when next we meet, 

May ferve to better us, and worfe our foes : 44© 

Or equal what between us made the odds ; 

In nature none : if other hidden caufe 

Left them fuperior, while we can prcfervc 

Unhurt our minds, and underftanding (bund. 

Due fearch, and confultation, will difclofe. 445* 

H E fat : and in th' affembly next up-ftood 
NiSROC, of principalities the prime ; 
As one he ftood efcap'd from cruel fight. 
Sore toilM, his riven arms to havoc hewn ; 
And, cloudy in afpe£l, thus anfwering fpake. 45-0 

J? El IVERER from new Lords \ Le^dex \o £xe,^ 
Enjoy meat of our right, as Gods \ ^tv\\a«d 
<ar Cods, and too unequal work wc iovd^ ^ 
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Againft unequal arms to fight in pain, 

Againft un-pain'd, impaffive ; from which evil 4^^ 

Ruin muft needs enfue ! for, what avails 

Valour, or flrength, tho' matchiefs, quell'd with pain 

AVhich all fubdues, and makes remifs the hands 

Of mightieft ? Senfe of pleafure we may well 

Spare out of life, perhaps, and not repine ; 460 

But live content, which is the calmcft life. 

But, pain is perfeift mifery, the worfl 

of evils ; and exceffive, overturns 

All patience. He who therefore can invent 

AVith what more forcible we may offend " 465" 

Our yet un-wounded enemies, or arm 

Our felves with like defenfe, to me deferves 

No lefs than for deliverance what we owe. 

Whereto, with look compos'd, S a t a n reply'd- 
Not un-inventcd that, which thou aright 470 

Believ'ft fo main to our fuccefs, I bring. 
Which of us who beholds the bright furface 
of this ethereous mould, wliereon uc ibnd ; 
This continent of fpatious hcav'n, adorn 'd 
With plant, fruit, flow'r ambrofial, gems, and gold : 
Whofe eye fo fuperficially furveys 476 

Thefe things, as not to mind from whence they grow 
Deep under ground ; materials dark, and crude, 
of fpirituous, and fiery fpume, till touch'd 
With heaven's ray, and tempered, they flioot forth 
So beauteous, op'ning to the ambient light f 481 

Thefe, in their dark nativity, the deep 
Shall yield us, pregnant with infernal flame : 
Which into hollow engins, long, and rounds 
Thick ramm'd, at th' other bote vj\\\\\.o\\c\\ ^S. S\\t 
Dilated, and infuriate, (hall fend ?ox\\\ *?" 

From far, with thundYmgnoVfc, amo\^% q?ox ^o^''- ^ 
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• Such implements of mifchief, as (h^)I da/h : 
To pieces, and overwhelm whatever ftands 
Adverfe : that they fliall fear wc have difarm'd 499 
The thunderer of his only dreaded bolt. 
Nor long fhall be our labour ; yet ere dawn, 
EfFe<fl fbaM end our wifh. Mean- while revive j 
Abandon fear ; to flrength, and counfel join'd, 
Think nothing hard, much lefs to be deipair'd. 495' 

He ended, and his words their drooping chear 
lDlighten*d, and their langui(h*d hope reviv'd. 
Th' invention all admir'd, and each, how he 
To be th' inventor mifs*d, Co eafy it (eem'd 499 

Once found, which yet un-found mod would have 
Impoffiblc. Yet haply of tliy race [thought 

In future days, if malice fhould abound, 
Some one intent on mifchief, or infbir'd 
"With dev'lifh machination, might aevife 
Like inftrumcnt, to plague the ions of men 505 

tor fin ; on war, and mutual ilaughter, bent. 
Forthwith from council to the work they flew. 
None arguing flood : innumerable hands 
Were ready ; in a moment up they turn'd 
"Wide the coeleftial foil ; and faw beneath 5 le 

Th' originals of nature, in their crude 
Conception : fulphurous, and nitrous foam 
They found, they mingled, and with fubtilc art, 
Conco<fted, and adufted, they reduc'd 
To blackcft grain, and into ftore convey'd. 515 

Part, hidden veins digg'd up, nor hath this earth 
Entrails unlike, of mineral, and flone ; 
Whereof to found their engins and their balls 
Of mi/Iive ruin : part, incentive tetd 
Provide, pernicious with one towcVi v> ^\\e, si^ 

^ a/y ere day-ipring, under confcvovx^ ii\^>'> 



^ct^x. 
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Secret they finifh'd, and in order (et, 
With filent circumfpc^on, un-efpy'd. 

Now when fair mom orient in heav'n appeared. 
Up rofe the victor angels, and to arms 525 

The matin trumpet fung : in arms they ftood 
Of golden oanopiy, refalgent hofi ! 
Soon bandea : others from the dawning hills 
Look'd round, and fcouts each coaft light-armed fcour, 
Each quarter, to defcry the dillant foe, 530 

"Where iodg'd, or whither fled, or if for fight 
In motion, or in halt : him (bon they met 
Under fpread enfigns moving nigh, in flow 
But firm battalion : back with ipeediei! fail 
ZoPHiEL, of Cherubim the fwiftefl wing, 53 j 
Came flying, and in mid-air aloud thus cry'd. 

Arm, warriors, arm for fight ! the foe at hand, 
AVhom fled we thought, will fave us long purfuit 
This day ; fear not his flight ; fo thick a cloud 
He comes, and fettled in his face I fee 540 

Sad refolution, and fccure. Let each 
His adamantine coat gird well, and each 
Fit well his helm, gripe faft his orbed fhield, 
Born ev'n, or high ; for, this day will pour down, 
If I coujedlure ought, no drizling fhowV, 545 

But rattling florm of arrows barb'd with fire. 

So warn'd he them, aware themfclves 5 and foon 
In order, quit of all impediment, 
Inftant, without difturb, they took alarm ; 
And onward move embattell'd : when behold ! 5^0 
Not dillant, far with heavy pgiet \V\t tc^ 
Approaching grofs, and bu^c-> vtiYvoWow cxihi^ 
Training his dcviiifh cnglnTy^ \m^^V\ 
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On every fide with fhadowing (quadrons deep, 

To hide the fraud. At interview both ftood 5:^5: 

A-while ; but fuddenly at head appear'd 

Satan; and thus was heard coinmanding loud. 

Van-g UARD ! to right, and left, the front unfold • 
That all may fee, who hate us, how we feek 
Peace, and compofure •, and with open breaft ^60 
Stand ready to receive them, if they like 
Our overture, and turn not back perver(e« 
But, that I doubt : however, wicnefs heav'n ! 
Heav'n, witnefs thpu anon I while we difcharge 
Freely our part : ye who appointed ftand, * jdj 

Do as you have in charge, and briefly touch 
What we propound ; and loud, that all may hear. 

So fcoflSng in ambiguous words, he fcarce 
Had ended ; when to right, and left, the front 
Divided, and to either flank retired : 5:70 

Which to our eyes diicover'd, new, and flrange ! 
A triple mounted row of piJlars, laid 
On wheels ; for like to pillars moft they feemM, 
Or hollow'd bodies made of oak, or fir, 
With branches lop*d, in wood or mountain fell'd ; 
Brafs, iron, fiony mould ; had not their mouths 576 
With hideous orifice gap'd on us wide. 
Portending hollow truce : at each behind 
A feraph itood, and in his hand a reed 
Stood waving tip'd with fire ; while we fufpenle, 580 
Colleiled flood within our thoughts amus'd : 
Not long I for fudden all at once their reeds 
Put forth, and to a narrow vent apply'd 
With njccfl touch, immediate in a flame, 584 

But foot! obfcur'd with fmoke, a\V ViC2iN"'t^^\>\»e^^'^, 
J^rom thofe deep- throated enams bcikYCd^ ^\vo^«.\Qax 
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Embowel'd with outragious noife the air. 

And ail her entrails tore ; difgorging foul 

TjJMff deviiiih glut, chain'd thunder-boJts, and hail 

O^fion globes, which on the vi^r hoit 590 

Leveird, with fuch impetuous fury iinote, 

That whom they hit, none on their feet might ftand. 

Though (landing el(e as rocks ; but down they fell 

By thoufands, Angel on Arch-Angel rowl'd ; 

The fooner for their arms ; un-arm*d they might 

Have ealily, as fpirits, evaded fwift 5-96 

By quick contra»5lion, or remove : but now 

Foul diffipation followed, and forc'd it)ut ; 

Nor ferv'd it to relax their ferried files. 

What (hould they do? if on they rulh'd, repulfc 600 

Repeated, and indecent overthrow 

Doubled, would render them yet more defpis'dy 

And to their foes a laughter : for, in view, 

Stood rankM of feraphim another row, 

In pofture to difpiode their iecond tire 6og 

Of thunder : back defeated to return 

They worfe abhorr'd. Satan beheld their plight, 

And to his mates thus in derifion caird. 

O Friends ! why come not on thefe vidlors proud f 
Ere-while they fierce were coming, and when we. 
To entertain them fair with open front. 
And breaft, what could we more ? propounded terms 
Of compofiiion, ftrait they chang'd their minds, 
Flew off, and into flrange vagaries fell, 614. 

As they would dance : yet for a dance they feem'd 
Somewhat extravagant, and wild ; perhaps 
For joy of offer'd peace : but I fuppofe. 
If our propofals once again v/ete he^xd. 
We fhoula compel them to ^ q^\^ xt^vi\x, ^^^ 
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To whom thus Belial, In like gamefomc rhdod; 
Leader ! the terms we fcnt were terms of weight. 
Of hard contents, and full of force, urg'd home ; 
Such as we might perceive amus'd them alJ, 
And ftumblcd many : who receives them right. 
Had need from head to foot well underftand ; 62$ 
Not onderftood, this gift they have befides, 
They (hew us when cor foes waJk not upright. 

So they among themfelves in pleslfant vein 
Stood foomnjg, heightenM in their thoughts beyond 
All doubt of viftory : Eternal might 630 

To match with their inventions they prefum'd 
So eafy, and of his thunder made a (corn. 
And all his hoft derided, while they ftood 
A -while in trouble : but, they ftood not long ; 
Rage prompted them at length, and found them alrms 
Againft fuch hellifh mtfohief fit t* oppoie. 6^6 

Forthwith, behold the excellence, tne pow'r 
Which God hath in his mighty angels plac'd ! 
Their arms away they threw, and to the hills 
(For earth hath this variety firom heav'n, (540 

Of pleafure fituate in hill, and dale) 
tight as the light'ning glimpfe they ran, they flew. 
From their foundations loos'ning to and fro. 
They pluckM the feated hills, with all their load, 
Rocks, waters, woods, and by the fliaggy tops ^45* 
Up-lifting bore them in their hands. Amaze, 
Be fure, and terror, feiz'd the rebel hoft. 
When coming towards thero, fo dread they faw 
The bottom of the mountains upward turn'd -, 
*Till on thofe curfed engins' triple-row 650 

T/jey faw them whelm'd, and all iheit confidence 
Under the weight of monnums \»mY^ ^^«^ •• 
Themfclves invaded next, txA ouxWmW^^^ 
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Main promontories flung, which in the air 654 

Game (hadowing, and oppreft whole Jegions arm'd : 

Their armour helped their harm, cmih'd in, and bruisM 

Into their fubftance pent, which wrought them pain ' 

Implacable, and many a dolorous groan ; 

Long ftruggling undemeathi ere they could wind 

Out. of fuch prUoQ, though fpirits of poreft light : 666 

fusefk at firu, now grofs by finning grown. 

The reft, in imitation, to like arms 

Betook them, and the neighboring hills up tore t 

So, hills a-mid the air en-counter'd hills, 

Hurl'd to, and &o, with jaculation dire ; 66 f 

That under ground they fought m difinal fhade ; 

Infernal noife 1 war feem'd a civil game 

To this uoroar ; horrid confuiion heap*d 

Upon confufion rofe. And now all heav'n 

Had gone to wrecks with rum over-fpread, 670 

Had not th' Ahnighty Father, where he fits 

Shrm'd in his fanduary of heav'n fecure, 

Confulting on the fum of thmgs, fbrefeen 

This tumult, and permitted ail, advis'd 1 

That his great purpofe he might fo fulfil, ^75* 

To honour his anointed Son, aveng'd 

Upon his enemies, and to declare 

All pow'r on him transferred 2 whence to his Sok, 

Th' aftelTor of his throne^ he thus began* 

Effulgence of my glory. Son bek)v*d ! 6S0 
Son ! in whofe face inviiible is beheld 
Vilibly, what by Deity I am ; 
And in whofe hand What by decree I doj 
Second Omnipotence ! two days are palt, 
Two days, as we compute the d?c^'^ oiVvt.'a.N t^^ ^i'^S 
Since Michael^ aud his Pow'n, \Nctvx ^c>\^^^ \a "^"^^kv' 
Thefe difobeJicnt : fore hatVi bctu tVievi ^^^'^^ 
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As likeliefl: was, when two fuch fees met ann'd : 

For to themfcJvcs I left them ; and thou know'ft, 

Equal in their creation they were fbrm'd, dpo 

Save what fin hath impair'd ; which yet bath wrought 

InfenCbly, for I fufpend their doom : 

Whence in perpetual fight they needs muft iaft 

jBndlers, and no fi>lution will be fi)und. 

War wearied hath perfi>rm'd what war can do, 6p j 

And to difbrder'd rage let loole the reins. 

With mountains, as with weapons, arm'd; which makes 

Wild work in heav'n, and dangerous to the main. 

Two days are therefore paft, the third is thine ; 

tor thee I have ordain*d it ; and thus far 700 

Have fuffer'd, that the glory may be thine 

Qi ending this great war, imce none but thou 

Can end it. Into thee fuch virtue, and grace 

Immenfe, I have transfus'd, that all may know 

In heav'n, and hell, thy pow'r above compare : jq^ 

And this perverfe commotion govem'd thus, 

To manifeft thee worthieft to be heir 

Of all things ; to be heir, and to be king 

By facred undion, thy defervcd right. 

Co then, thou mightieft, in thy FathE5.*s might f 

Afcend my chariot, guide the rapid wheels 7 1 i 

That (hake heav'n's bafis, bring forth all my war. 

My bow, and thunder ; my almighty arms 

Gird on, and fword upon thy puiflant thigh. 

Purfuc thefe fons of darknefs ; drive them out 715- 

From all heav*n's bounds, into the utter deep : 

There let them learn, as likes them, to defpile 

Goo, and Messiah his anointed king. 

Hs faid, and on his Son wlihtaY* direft 
Shone full, he all his F athek i\3\\ciiw^x«.^, n**^^ 
hicffabiy into his face recciv'd ; 
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And thus the iiiiai Godhead anfw*rlng (pake. 

OFather! O fupreme of heav'nly thrones ! 
Fir(}, higheft, holieft» be(t ! thou always feek'ft 
To glorify thy Son, I always thee, 729 

As is moft juft : this I my glory account, ' ' 

My exaltation, and my whole delight, 
That thou in mc well-pJeas'd, deciar'ft thy will 
FulfiU'd, which to fulfil is all my blifs. 
Sceptre, and powV, thy giving, I aiTume ; 730 

And gladlier Ihali rcfign, when in the end 
Thou (halt he all in all, and I in thee 
For ever ; and in me all whom ihau loy^ii i 
But whom thou hat'il, I hate, and can put ou 
Thy terrors, as I put tby mildnefs on, 735 

Image of ihec in all things : and (hall (bon, 
Arm'd with thy might, rid heav'n of thefc rebelPd j 
To their prepar'd ill manfion driven down 
To chains of darkliels, and th* undying worm; 
That from thy jufl obedience could revolt, 740 

"Whom to obey is happineis entire. 
Then (hall thy faints un-mix'd, and from th' impure 
Far feparate, circling thy holy mount 
Un-fained hallelujahs to thee (Ing, 
Hymns of high praise, and I anumg them chief, 745* 

So faid, he o'er his (centre bowing, rofe 
From the right hand of glory where he fat } 
And the third facred mom began to (hine. 
Dawning through heav'n. Forth ru(h'd with whirl* 
The chariot of paternal Deity, [wind (bund 

Flaihing thick flames, wheel within wheel un-drawn. 
It felf inllinft with fpirit, b\Lt coti^oy^ "X^*^ 

By four cherubic (hapes ; four face^ ta.c\\ 
Hid noai/rous ; as with liars, ^\c\x \iQ^\^^ "^^v. 
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And wings, were fct with eyes ; with eyes, the wheeb 

of beril ; and careering fires between : 75^ 

Over their heads a cryftal firmament ; 

Where, on a faphire throng, in-laid with pure 

Amber, and colours of the fliow'ry arch^ 

He, in coeleftial panoply all arm'd 760 

Of radiant Urim, work divinely wrought I 

Afcended : at his right hand, V tCTOB. Y 

Sat eagle-wing'd ; befide him hung his bow, 

And quiver with three-bolted thunder ftor'd i 

And from about him fierce effulion rowl'd 765 

Of fmoke, and bick'ring flame, and fparkles dire. 

Attended with ten thoufand thoufand faints. 

He onward came ; far ofiF his coming (hone. 

And twenty thoufand, I their number heard. 

Chariots oi God, half on each hand, were feen. 

He on the wings of cherub rode fublime 771 

On the cryftallin fky, in faphir thron'd, 

Illuftrious far, and wide : but by his own 

Firft feen, them un-cxpedled joy furpriz'd. 

When the great enfign of Messiah blaz'd, 775* 

Aloft by angels born, his fign in heav'n : 

Under whofe condud Michael ibon reduc'd 

His army, circumfusM on either wing. 

Under their head imbodied all in one. 

Before him pow'r divine his way prepared ; 780 

At his command th* up-rooted hills retir'd 

Each to his plaice, they heard his voice, and went 

Obfcquious ; heav'n his wonted face renew'd. 

And with frefli flow'rets hill and valley fmil'd. 

This faw his haplefs foes, but flood obdur'd. 
And to rebellious fight rallied xhtw l?o>«'ts, 78^ 
Jnlenfkte ! hope conceiving from dct^vt \ 
ft hjeav'nly fpints could fuch ^vctteivtfe ^^^^^- 
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But, to convince the proud what figns avail, 

Or wonders move th' obdurate to relent ! ypo 

They harden'd more, by what mieht moft reclaim. 

Grieving to fee his glory, at the fight 

Took envy ; and afpiring to his height, 

Stood re-embatteird fierce ; by force, or fraud, 

Weening to profper, and at length prevail jpj 

Againll God, and Messiah ; or to fall 

In univerfal ruin iafl : and now 

To final battle drew, difdaining flight, 

Or faint retreat ; when the great Son of G od, 

To all his hofls on either hand, thus fpake. 8c>o 

Stand flill in bright array, ye faints! here ftand. 
Ye angels arm'd I this day from battle red : 
Faithful hath been your warfare, and of God 
Accepted, fearlefs in his righteous caufe : 
And as ye have recciv'd, fo have ye done, 805- 
Invincibly. But, of this curfed crew 
The punilhment to other hand belongs ; 
Vengeance is his, or whofe he fble appoints. 
Number to this day's work is not ordain'd. 
Nor multitude: fland onljr, and behold 810 

God's indignation on thele godlef's pour'd 
By me ; not you, but me, they have defpis'd ; 
Yet envied : againil me is all their rage ; 
Becaufe the Father, t* whom in heav'n fupreme 
Kingdom, and pow*r, and glory appertains, 815" 

Hath honour'd me, according to his will. 
Therefore to me their doom he hath affign'd : 
That they may have their wifli, to try with me 
In battle which the flronger proves 5 they all, 
Or I aJone againfl them : fince b^ fettv^ %vi 

Tbey meafure all, of other exceuctvc^ 
Not emulous, nor c«re vfhotV\ctae.u.c^\&\ 
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N(jr ctbcr (If ife with them do I vouchiale. 

So fpikc the Soft, and into terror changed 
His couni'nance, 100 (evere to be beheld ! 82 jT 

And full of wrath bent on his enemies. 
At oncp the four fpread out their ftarry wings. 
With dreadful (hade contiguous, and the orbs •. 
Of his fierce chariot rowl'd, as with the fbunif 
of lot rent floods, or of a numerous hod. 850 

He on his impious foes right onward drove, 
Gloomy as night : under his burning wheels 
The ftcdfaft cnipyrean fliook throughout ; 
All but the throne it felf of G o d. Full loon 
Among them he arriv'd ; in his right hand 835 

Grafping ten thoufand thunders, which he fent 
Before him, fuch as in their fouls infix'd 
plagues: they aftonilh'd, all reiiftance loft, 
All courage ; down their idle weapons dropped : 
O'er (hieids, and helms, and helmed heads he rode 
Of thrones, and mighty feraphim proftrate ; 841 

That wi/liM the mountains now might be again 
Thrown on them, as a fhelter firom his ire. 
J»lor lefs on either fide tempeftuous fell 
His arrows, from the four-fold vifag'd four, 845 

.DiftiniH wiih eyes ; and from the living wheels, 
Diftin(ft alike whh multitude of eyes ; 
One fpirit in them ruPd, and every eye 
Glared light'oiog, and (hot forth pernicious fire 
Among th' accurft, that withered all their ftrcngth, 
And of their wonted vigour left them drain'd, 8^1 
Exhaiiltcd, fpiiitlefs, afflidcd fliU'n. 
Yet, half his ftrength he put not forth, but chcck'd 
JI/'s thunder in mid-volly ; fot he mcwvi C 

Not to dclhoy, but root them out o^ Vve^Vti. ^s^ 
The overthrown he rais'd, 2xA ^ ^ Vici^ 
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of goats, or tim'rous flock, together throng'd. 
Drove them before him thunder-ftruck, purfa'd 
With terrors, and with furies, to the bounds 
And cryftai wail of heav*!! ; which op'nmg wide 
RowlM inward, and a fpacious gap difclos'd 86] 

Into the wafteRil deep : the moattrous fight 
Struck them with horror backward ; but, far worie 
Urg'd them behind : headlong themfiilv.es they threw; 
Down from the verge of hcav'n ; eternal wrath 86j 
Burn'd after them, to the bottomlefs pit. t > 

Hell heard th' unfuHerable noiie : hell faw / 

Heav'n ruining from heav'n, and would have fled / 
Affrighted ; but ftridl fate had caft too deep ; 

Her dark foundations, and too fail had bound. 870 
Nine days they fell ; confounded Chaos roar'd, 
And felt ten-fold confuiion in their fall. 
Through his wild anarchy ; fb huge a lout /- 

Incumber'd him with ruin ! hell at laft 
Yawning rccciv'd them whole, and on tliem clos'd : 
Hell, their fit habitation, fraught with £re Sjf 

Un-quenchablc, the houfc of woe and pain. ' 
Dif-burdcn'd heav*n rejoic'd, and fbon repair'd 
Her mural breach, returning whence it rowl'd. 

Sole vi(5lor, from th' expulfion of his foes» 880 
Messiah his triumphal chariot turn'd : ' 

To meet him all his faints, who iilcnt flood 
Eye witncifes of his almighty .a«fts, ... 
With jubilee advanc'd ; and' as ihcy went'. 
Shaded with branching palm, each order bright 885: 
Sung triumph, and him fung vidorious king, 
Son, Heir, and Lord! to him dominion giv'n, 
Worthieil to reign. He cclcbvaLVcd tod^ 
Triamphant through mid-hcaN'v^, \\\\o vVv^ co>3\Vb^ 
And temple, of his mighty ¥ \i w^^i vV^^xC'^ '^'' 
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On high : who into glory him receivM, 
Where now be fits at the right hand of blifs. 

Thus, meaforinf things in heav'n by things on earth. 
At thy reqoefty and that thou may'ft beware 
By what is paft, to thee I have reveal'd 8^5 

What might have elie to human race been hid ; 
The diicMd which befel, and war in heav'n 
Among th' angelic Pow'rs, and the deep fall 
Of thofe too high alpiring, who rebelled 
With Satan : he who envies now thy ftate ; pcx) 
Who now is plotting how he may (educe 
Thee alio fiom obedience, that with him, 
Bereav'd c^ happinefs, thou may'ft partake 
)iis punilhment, eternal mifery ; 
Which would be ail his folace, and revenge, 905 
As a defpite done againft the moft high. 
Thee once to gain companion of his woe. 
Bur, liften not to his temptations : warn 
Thy weaker : let it profit thee to have heard. 
By terrible example, the reward p lO 

Of difobedience ; firm they might have ftood, 
Tct fell, Remember ( au4 fev to tranfgrefs ] 
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The ARGUMENT. 

Raphael,^ ^ ./^^ requefl of Adzm^ relatis haw, /ind 
'ohereforty this v)orld was firft created ; that God, 
after the expelling of Satan, and his Angels, out of 
heaven, declared his fleafure to create another world, 
and other creatures to dwell therein : finds his Son 
wiih glory, and attendants of Angels, to perform the 
work of creation in fix days : the Angels celebrate 
with hymns the performance thereof, and his re-afceii-. 
fm i»to ieaven* 
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DESCEND from hcav'n, Urania ! by that name 
If rightly thou art fallM, whole voice divine 
Following, above th' Olympian hill I foar. 
Above the flight oFPegasean wing. 
The meaning, not the name, I call : for thou, $ 

Nor of the mufes nine, nor on the top 
Of oid Olympus dweU'It; but, heav'nly-born. 
Before the hills appear'd, or fountain flow'd, 
Thou with eternal Wisdom didtt con verle, 
W isDOM thy Mer, and with her didft play xo 

In prefence of th' Almighty Father, pleasM 
With thy coelefiial fbng. Up-led by thee, 
Into the heav'n of heav'ns I have prcfum'd^ 
An estrtbly gtiettt and drawn ctn^jv^xe^Y ^\\ , 
Thy temp'ring. With like lafcl^ ^\x\^«i^ ^c^^tl^ ^S 
Jicimn mc to my native elemcwt ; 



V. 
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^ Left from this flying ftecd unrein'd, as once 
Bellerophon, though from a lower clime, 
Difinountcd, on th' Aleian field j fall. 
Erroneous there to wander, and forlorn. 20 

Half yet remains unfung ; but, narrower bound, 
"Within the viiible diurnal (bhere : 
Standing on earth, not rap*d above the pole. 
More lafe I fing with mortal voiced un-chang'd 
To hoarfe, or mute, though fall'n on evil days, 2^ 
On evil days though falPn, and evil tongues ; 
In darknefs, and with dangers compafs'd round, 
And fblitude ! Yet, not alone, while thou 
Vifit'ft my flumbers nightly ; or, when mom 
Purples the caft. Still govern thou my fbng, 30 

Orania ! and fit audience find, though few. 
But, drive far off the barbarous diflbnance 
Of Bacchus, and his revellers; the race 
Of that wild rout that tore the T h r a c i a n bard 
In Rhodope, where woods, and rocks, had ears 
To rapture, 'till the favage clamour drown'd 36 

Both harp, and voice ; nor could the mule defend 
Her fon. So fail not thou, who thee implores : 
For, thou art heav'nly ; (he, an empty dream. 

Say, Goddefs, what enfu'd when Raphael, 40 

The affable Arch-Angel, had fore-warn'd 

Adam, by dire example, to beware 

Apoftafy, by what bcfel in heav'n 

To thofe apolfates ; left the like befall 

In Paradife to Adam, or his race, 45- 

Charg'd not to touch the interdiAed tree, 

If they tranfgrefs, and flight that Iblc command ; 
So eauly obey'd^ amid the chovct 
OfaJJ tattes elk to pleafe iVvew aip^Vite, 
Though wandVing.— He, mt\iYi»coi&>tit^'S»Ni.,_^ 
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The {lory heard attentive, and was fiU'd 5^ 

With admiration, and deep mufe, to hear 

Of things fo high, and (Irange ; things, to their thonghti 

So un-inu^inable, as hate in heav'n. 

And war & near the peace of G od in bli(s, j;^ 

With fuch confuiion : but, the evil, fbon 

Driv'n back, redounded, as a flood, on thole 

From whom it fpfung ; impoffible to mix 

With bleflednefs. Whence Adam fbon repealed 

The doubts that in his heart arofe : and now 60 

l«ed on, yet finlefs, with defire to know 

What nearer might concern him, how this world 

Of heav'n, and earth confpicuous, firit began ; 

When, and whereof created : for what caufe • 

What within Eden, or without, was done ^f 

Before his memory ; as one whole drouth. 

Yet fcarce allay *d, itill eyes the current flream, 

Whole liquid murmur heard, new thirft excites. 

Proceeded thus to alk his heav'nly gueft. 

Great things, and Aill of wonder in our ears, 70 
Far differing from this world, thou haft reveal'd, 
Divine interpreter I by favour lent 
Down from the empyrean, to fore-warn 
Us timely of what might elfe have been our lofs 74 
Unknown ; which human knowledge could not reach : 
For which to th' infinitely Good we owe 
Immortal thanks, and his admonifhment 
Receive, with Iblemn purpofe to obferve 
Immutably his Ibvel^gii will, the end 
Of what we are. But, finca thou haft vouchfaf'd Sq 
Gently, for our inftrudtion, to impart 
Things above earthly thought, vi\\\ch -^cl ^^tw^«i^^ 
Our knowing, as to higheft Vrifdom. fecnC'^L^ 
i^elga to defcend now lower, wv4 tt\%xe , 
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What may no lefi, perhaps, avail us known, 85 |] 

How firft began this heav'n, which we behold ; ; 

Diftant fo high, with moving £res adorn'd ' < 

Innumerable ; and this which yields, or fills» 

All fpace, the ambient air wide interfus'd. 

Embracing round this fk>rid earth : what caufe po 

Mov'd the Creator, in his holy reft 

Through all eternity, fo late to build 

In Chaos ; and tlie work begun, how foon 

Abfolv'd : if un-forbid thou may'il unfold 

What we, not to explore the (ecret aik pj 

Of his eternal empire, but the more 

To magnify his works, the more we know. 

And the great light of day yet wants to run 

Much of his race, though fteep, fufpcnfo in heav'n 

Held by thy voice ; thy potent voice he hears, loa 

And longer will delay, to hear thee tell 

His generation, and the ridng birth 

Of nature from the un-apparent deep : 

Or, if the ftar of ev'ning, and the moon 

Hafte to thy audience, night with her will bring 105 

Silence ; and fleep, lift'ning to thee, will watch ; 

Or, we can bid his abfcnce, 'till thy fong 

End, and difmifs thee ere the morning (hine# 

Thus Adam his illuftrious gueft befougjit ; 
^d thus the God-like angel anfwer'd mild. 1 10 

This alfo thy requeft, with caution aik'd. 

Obtain : though to recount, almighty works. 

What words, or tongue of ieraph, can fuffice ! 

Or, heart of man fuffice to comprehend ! 

Yet, what thoa can'ft atuin» vihich beft may (erve 
To glorify the Maker, and mfct ^v^ 

Tlbee aJIb happier, flwU not be Vi\Wvt\<5i ^ 
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Thy hearing : fuch commiffion from above 

I have receiv'd, to anfwer thy dcfire 

Of knowledge within bounds : beyond, abRain 120 

To afk ; x)or let thine own inventions hope 

Things not reveal'd, which th' invifible king. 

Only omnifcient, hath fupprefs'd in night ; 

To none communicable in earth, or heav'n : 

Enough is left befides to (earch, and know. 125 

But, knowledge is as food, and needs no lefi 

Her temperance over appetite, to know 

In meafure what the mind may well contain : 

Oppredes elfe with furfeit, and fbon turns 

"Wifdom to folly, as nouridunent to wind. 130' 

Know then, that after Lucifer from heav'n 
So call him, brighter once amidft the hoft 
Of angels, than that ftar the ftars among, 
Fell with his flaming legions through the deep 
Into his place, and the great Son retumM ijjr 

Vidorious with his faints, th' onmipotent 
Eternal Father from his throne beheld 
Their multitude, and to his Son thus fpake. 

A T leaft our envious foe hath fail'd, who thought 
All like himfelf rebellious, by whofe aid 140 

This in-acceffible high ftrength, the feat 
Of Deity fupreme, US dif-poffeft. 
He trufted to have feiz'd, and into fraud 
Drew many, whom their place knows here no more : 
Yet, far the greater part have kept, I fee, 145" 

Their ftation : heav'n, yet populous, retains 
Number fufficient to pof!efs her realms. 
Though wide ; and this high tem^\e \o feojxwx 
With mjniiierks due, and folemn twt^. 
But, led his heart exalt hitiu Vitxbe'Viatttw 'v^ 
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Already done, to have difpeopled heav'n. 

My damage fondly deem'a ! I can repair 

That detriment, if fuch it be, to loie 

Self-loft -, and in a moment will create 

Another world ; out of one man^ a race i^f 

Of men innumerable, there to dwell. 

Not here ; 'till by degrees of merit rais'd, 

They open to themfelves at length the way 

Up hither ; under long obedience try'd : ij^ 

And earth be chang'd to heav'n, and heav'n to earthy 

One kingdom, joy, and union without end. 

Mean-while inhabit lax, ye Pow'rs of heav'n ! 

And thou my Word, begotten Son ! by thee 

This I perform : fpeak thou, and be it done. 164 

My over-(hadowing Spirit, and mighty with thee 

i fend along : ride fortli, and bid the deep, 

Within appointed bounds, be heav'n and earth : 

Boundlefs the deep, becaufe I A M who fill 

Infinitude : nor vacuous the fpace ; 

Though I, uncircumlcrib'd my lelf, retire, 170 

And put not forth my goodnefs; which is fi-ee 

To a(5l, or not : Neceffity, and Chance, 

Approach not me ; and what I will is fate. 

So fpakc th' Almighty, and to what he (pake 
His Word, the filial Godhead, gave efFedl. 175 

Immediate are the ads of God, more fwift 
Than time, or motion ; but, to hiftnan ears 
Cannot without procefs of fj/ct rh be told ; 
So told, as earthly notion can recti -^e. 
Great triumph, and rejoicing, was in heav'n, 180 

When fuch was heard declar'd th' Almighty's will : 
dory they fang to the moft H\^ \ ^ood will 
To future men, and in their 4vie\V\u%s ^^vyi\ 
Ohrytobitnl wjiofe juft avcngitv^w ,^ 
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Had driven out th' ungodly from his fight, iSS 

And th' habitations of the juft : to him 

GJqry and praife 1 who(e wifdoitl bad ordain'd 

pood out. of evil to create j inftead 

Of fpirits malign^ a better race to brii^ 

Into their vacant room, and thence di&ie ipo 

^s good to worlds, fmd ag^s, infinite. 

So iang the hierarchies. Mean-\mhile the So K 
On his great expedition now appear'd, 
Girt with omnipotence, with radiance aown'd 
Of majefty divine t (apience, and love 19J 

}nunenfe, and all his Father in him (hone* 
About his chariot numberleis were pour'd 
Cherub, and feraph, potentates, and thrones, 
And virtues : winged fpirits, and chariots wing'd^ 
From th^ armory of Go d } where (land of old 200 
I^yriads, between, two brazen mountains lodg'd 
Againft a.iolenvn day, hamels'd at hand» 
Coelelhal eqpipage 1 and now came forth 
Spontaneous, for within them (pirit liv'd, 
Attertiaiit on their Lord z heav'n open'd wide ao^ 
Her ever-during gates, harmpnipus found 1 
On golden hi^qs moving, to l^t. forth 
The king of Glory, in his powVful Wor d, 
And Spirit, coming to create new worlds. 209 
On heav*nly ground they ftood, and from the (hore 
They view'd the yali imn^eafarabl/e abvfs, 
Outragious as a {b^ dark, wafteful, wild ; 
Up from thjc botjtoni turn'd by.furiog^ winds, 
And furging ^i^xives, 9fi monnt;^ii^> ^o alFault s t4 

Heav'n's heig^ 9fid \fith.tbe c^ntiie mix the pole. 

SiiEJfKiE, je.trojab}ed w^v(^^» ^iv^ \^o\i ^^^^%'^^^^^^ 
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Nor (laid ; but, on the wings of cherubim 
Up-lifted, in paternal glory rode 
Far into XIhaos, and the world unborn ; "^10 

For Chaos heard his voice. Him all his train 
Followed in bright proceilion, to behold 
Creation, and the wonders of his might. 
Then (laid the fervid wheels, and in his hand 
He took the golden compafles, prepar'd 22$ 

In Gob's eternal ftore, to circumfcribc 
This univerfe, and all created things. 
One foot he center'd, and the other tumM 
^ound through the vaft profundity obfcure ; 
And faid; Thus far extend, thus far thy bounds, 2^q 
This be thy juft circumference, O world ! 

Thus God the heav'n created, thus the earth ; 
Matter un>form'd, and void ! Darknefs profound 
Gover'd th* abyfs ; but, on the wat'ry calm 224 

His brooding wings the Spirit of God out-fpreadf* * 
And vital virtue infus'd, and vital warmth 
Throughout the fluid ma(s ; but, downward purg'd 
The black, tartareous^ cold, infernal dregs, 
Adverfe tO life ; then founded, then conglob'd 
Like things to like ; the refl to feveral place S4(> 
Dif-parted ; and between, fpun our the air : 
And earth ieif balanc'd on her centre hang. 

Let there be light ! fiid G p D ; and (brthwith light 
Ethereal, firft of things, qtfinteflence pure. 
Sprung from the deep ; and fi-om her native eaft, 24^ 
To journey through the aery gloom began, 
Sphear'd in a radiant cloud; for yet the fun 
Was not ; (he in a cloudy tat>ernacle 
Sojourned the while. God fiiw the light was good ; 
And li^ht froiu darknefs by the bcmifphere 2^9 , 
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Divided : light the day, and darkncfs night 

He nam*d. Thus was the iirfl day cv'n and morn : 

Nor pafl un-ceiebrated, nor un-fung 

By the coeleftial choirs, when orient light 

Exhaling firft from darkneis they beheld ; i^f 

Birth-day of heav*n and (farth ! with joy and (hout, 

J he hollow univerfal orb they fiU'd ; 
nd touch'd their golden harps, and hymning praisM 
God, and his works ; Creator him they lung, 259 
Both when firfl evening was, and when firit morn. 

. AcAitf, God fail]. Let there be firmament 
Aniid the waters, and let it divide 
The waters from the waters ! And God made 
The firmament expanfe of liquid, pure, 
Tranfparent, elemental air, dimis'd ^65 

In circuit to the uttermofl convex 
Of this great round ; partition, firm, and furc. 
The waters underneath from thofe above 
Dividing : for as earth, (b he the world 
Built on circumfluous waters calm, in wide 270 

Cryftallihe ocean, and the loud mif-rule 
of Chaos far removM; left fierce extremes 
Contiguous, might diftemper the whole frame r 
And heav*n he nam'd the firmament : fo ev*n 
And morning chorus fung the fecond day. 27^ 

Tnt earth Was form'd, but in the womb as yet 
Of waters, embryon immature, involv'd, 
Appear'd not : over all the face of earth 
Main 'ocean flow*d ; not idle, but with warm : 
Prolific humour foflning all her globe, 280 

J^rmented the great mother to conceive, 
atiate. with genial molfture : when God faid, 
Be gathW'd now ye waters under hcav'iv 

O a 'y 
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Into one place, and let dry land appear ! 



Immediately the mountams huge appear 28; 

Emergent, and their broad bare backs up-heave 
Into the clouds, their tops afcend the iky. 
So high as heav'd the tumid bills, fo low 
Down funk a hollow bottom, broad, and deep. 
Capacious bed of waters 1 thither they 290 

Hafted with glad precipitance, up-rowl'd, 
• As drops on duft conglobing ^m the dry : 
Part rife in cryftal wall, or ridge dlredt, 
For hade ; fuch flight the great command imprefs'd 
On the fwift floods : as armies at the call 295 

Of trumpejt (for of our armies thou haft heard) 
Troop to their ftandard ; Co the wat'ry throng. 
Wave rowJing after wave, where way they found ; 
If fteep, with torrent rapture ; if through plam^ 
Soft-ebbing ; nor withftood them rock, or hill ; 300 
But they, or under ground, or circuit wide 
With ferpent-error wand'ring, found their way, 
And on the wafliy oofe deep channels wore ; 
£afy, ere God hath bid the ground be dry, 
All but within thofe banks, where rivers now 30; 
Stream, and perpetual draw their humid train. 
The dry land, earth, and the great receptacle 
Of congregated waters, he call d leas ; 
And faw that it was good : and (aid. Let th' earth 
Put forth the verdant grafs, herb yielding feed, 31a 
And fruit-tree yielding fruit after her kind ; 

Whofe feed is in her felf upon the earth ! 

He fcarce^had faid, when the bare earth, till then 
Defert, and bare, un-fightly, un-adom*d, 
Brought forth the tender grafi, whofe verdure clad 
Her univerfal face with pTeafant- green : 3 i4 

Then, herbs of every leaf, that Tudden flow'r'd 
Op'ning thdv various colours* aiA rawk ^y 

\ 
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Her bofbm, Imelling fweet. And, thefc fcarce blown, 
Forth-flourifliM thick the cluftring vine, forth crept 
The fmelling gourd, up flood the corny reed 321 
Embatterd in her field ; and th' humble fhrub. 
And bufh, with firizied hair implicit. Lafl, 
Rofe, as in dance, the flateiy trees, and fpread 324 
Their branches hung with copious fruit ; or gemm'd 
Their blofToms : with high woods the hills were crown'd; 
With tufts the vallies ; and each fountain fide. 
With borders long the rivers : that earth now 
Seem'd like to heav'n ; a feat where Gods might dwell. 
Or wander with delight, and love to haunt ' 330 

Her facred fhades : though God had yet not rain'd 
Upon the earth, and man to till the ground 
None was : but, from the earth a dewy mift 
Went up, and watered all the ground, and each 
Plant of^the field ; which, ere it was in th* earth 
God made, and ev'ry herb, before it grew 335 

On the green flem : God faw that it was good. 
So, ev*n and morn recorded the third day. 

Again th' Almighty fpake : Liet there be lights 
High in th* expanfe of heaven, to divide 340 

The day from night ; and let them be for figns, 
P or feafons, and for days, and circling years ; 
And let them be for lights, as I ordain 
Their office in the firmament of heav'n. 
To give light on the earth ! — and it was fb. 34J 
And God made two great lights ; great for their u(e 
To man, the greater to«have rule by day, 
The Icfs by night, alterne : and macfe the ftars 5 
And fet them in the firmament of heav'n, 
T* illuminate the earth, and rule the day, 3^0 

In their viciditude, and rule the night ; 
And light from darknefs to divide. God faw, 

O 3 'ti^v^^'^xsv^ 
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Surveying his great work, that it was good : 

For, of coelcftial bodies firft, the fun, 354 

A mighty fpherc ! he fram'd ; unJightfome firrt, 

Tho' of ethereal mold : then form'd the moon 

Clobole ; and cvVy magnitude of ftars ; 

And fow'd with ftars the heav'n, thick as a field. 

Of light by far the greater part he took, 

Transplanted from her cloudy flirine, and plac'd 3^0 

In the fun's orb, made porous to receive 

And drink the liquid light ; firm to retain 

Her gather'd beams ; great palace now of light : 

Hither, as to their fountain, other ftars 

Repairing, in ihcir golden urns draw light : ^6^ 

And hence the morning planet gilds his horns : 

By tindure, or refledlion, they augment 

Their fmall peculiar, though, from human fight 

So far remote, with diminution feen, 

Firft in his eaft the glorious lamp was fcen, 370 

Regent of day ! and all th' horijon round 

In veiled with bright rays, jocund to run 

His longitude through hcav*n*s high road : the gray 

^awn, and the Pleiades, before him danc'd. 

Shedding fweet influence, Lefs bright the moon, 575- 

But oppofite in level'd weft was fct. 

His mirfor, wjth full face borrowing her light 

From him ; for other light ftie needed none 

Jn that' afpecl : and ftill that diftance keeps 

Till liight ; then, in the caft her turn ftie ftiincs, 380 

Revolv'd on heav'n's gieat;ixlc, and her reign 

With thoufand leffcr lights dividual holds. 

With thoufand thoufand ftars ! that then appear'd 

3pangling the hemifphere ; then firft adorn'd 

With their bright luminaries, that fct and rofe. 38J 

Glad cv'ping and glad morn crown'd the fourth day. 
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And God faid, Let the waters generate 
Reptil, with fpawn abundant, living foul ! 
And let fowl fly above the earth, with wings 
Difplay'd on th' open firmament of heav'n ! 390 
And Gqd created the great whales, and each 
Soul living, each that crept, which pknteouily 
The waters generated by their kinas : 
And every bird of wing after his kind : 
And faw:tha( it was good, and bJefs'd them, faying. 
Be fruitful, multiply, and in the ieas, 396 

And lakes, and running dreams, the waters fill ; 
And let the fowl be multiply'd on th' earth. 
Forthwith the founds, and feas, each creek, and bay, 
With fry innumerable fwarm, and Ihoals 400 

Of fifh, that with their fins, and (hining fades. 
Glide under the green wave in (culls, that oft 
Bank the mid-fea : part fingle, or with mate, 
Gra^e xhe fea-weed their palture $ and thro' groves 
Of coral dray ; or, fporting with quick glance, 40^ 
Shew to the fun their wav'd coats, dropt with gold; 
Or, in their pearly (hells At eaie,. attend 
^(oi(l nutriment ; or under rocks their food. 
In jointed armour, watch : on fmooth, the iegl. 
And bended dolphins play : part, huge of bulk ! 410 
"Wal lowing unwcildy, enormous in their gait, 
Tempeft the ocean : there leviathan, 
Hugefl of living creatures, on the deep 
Stretch 'd like a promontory, fleeps, or fwims ; 
And fcems a moving land ; and at his gills 415 
Draws in, and at his trunk (jx>uts out a fea. 
Mean-while the tepid caves, and fens, and (hoars. 
Their brood as numerous hatch from th' egg, that foon 
Burfting with kindly rupture, forth difclos'd 
Their callow young; but feather'd foon, and fledge, * 
They fumm'd their pens ; and foarin^ th! aitN&WLv'c^^'v 



1^6 Paradise Lost. BookVIL 

With clang defpisM the ground, under a cloud 
In proipedt : there, the eagle, and the ftork. 
On cliffs, and cedar tops, their eyries build : 
Part, ioofly wing the mion ; part, more wife 43^ 
In common, rang'd in figure wedge their way ; 
Intelligent of feaibns, and fet forth 
Their aery caravan, high over feat 
Flying, and over lands, with mutual wing 
Eadng their flight ; (b (leers the prudent crane 43d 
. Her annual voyage, bom on winds, the air 
. Floats, as they pafs, fann'd with un-nnmbcr'd plumes. 
' From branch to branch the fmaller birds with long 
Solac*d the woods, and fpread their painted wings 
'Till ev'n ; nor then, the (blemn nightingale 43 j 
Ceas'd warbling, but all night tun'd her foft lays. 
Others, on filver lakes, and rivers, bath'd 
Their downy breaft ; the fwan, with arched neck 
Between her white wings mantling proudly, roWes 
Her ftate with oary feet : yet oft they quit 440 

The dank, and riung on ftifP pennons, tour 
The mid aereal (ky. Others, on ground 
WaikM firm ; the crefted cock, whole clarion (bunds 
The (ilent hours ; and th* other, whofe gay traiii 
Adorns him, colour'd with the florid hue 445* 

of rain-bows, and ftarry eyes. The waters thus 
With filh repienifh'd, and the air with fowl, 
Ev'ning and moin folemniz'd the fifth day. 

The (iXth, and of creation laft, ar6(c 
With ev'ning harps, and matin ; when God faid, 
Let th' earth bring forth fowl living in her kind, 45 1 
Cattle, and creeping things, and beads of th' earth. 
Each in their kind ! — The earth obev'd ; and (Iratt 
Op'ning her fcrtil womb, teem'd at a oirth 
Xanumerotts livrng creatures, peife A forms, 45-5: 
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Limb'd and full groiin. Ont of the ground up-rofe. 

As from his laire, the wiid beaft, where be wons 

in fbreft wild, in thicket, brake, or den : 

Among the trees in pairs they rofe, they walk'd; 

The cattle in the fields, and meadows ^reen : 4^0 

Thofe rare, and fblitarjr ; thefe in flocks 

Pafturing at once, and m broad herbs up-(prung. 

The grafly clods now caiv'd, now half appear'd 

The tawny lion, pawing to get free ^6^ 

His hinder parts ; then fprinss as broke from bonds. 

And rampant fhakes his brinded mane : the ounce. 

The libbard, and the tiger, as the mole 

Riling, the crumbled earth above them threw 

In hillocks : the fwift ftag^from under ground 4^^ 

Bore up his branching head : fcarce from his mold 

Behemoth, biggeft born of earth, up-heav'd 

His vaftnefs : fleec'd the flocks, and bleating, rofe. 

As plants : ambiguous between fea and land. 

The river-horfe, and fcaly crocodile. 

At once came forth whatever creeps the ground, 475 

Infe<fl, or worm : thofe wavM their liml^r fans. 

For wings ; and fmalleft lineaments exaft 

In all the liveries deckM of fummer's pride. 

With fpots of gold and purple, azure and green : 

Thefe, as a line, their long dimenfion drew, 48(^ 

Streaking the ground with finuous trace : not all 

Minims of nature ; fbmc of ferpent-kind. 

Wondrous in length, and corpulence, involved 

Their fnaky folds, and added wings. Firft crept 

The parfimonious emmet, provident , 48 j 

Of future ; in (mall room large heart InclosM ! 

Pattern of juft equality perhaps 

Hereafter, joined in her popular tribes 

Of commonalty. Swarming next, appeared 

The female bee, that feeds her Yi\:L'iWA ^\<k\.^ t<^<^ 
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Delicioufly, and builds her waxen cells 

With honey ftor*d. The reft are numberlefs* 

And thou their natures know'ft, and gav'ft them nameSy 

l^eedlefs to thee repeated : nor uiiknown 

fhe ferpent, fubtleit beaft of all the field, 4^5* 

Of huge extent fometimes, with brazen eyes 

And hairy mane terrific, though to thee 

l^ot noxious, but obedient at thy call. 

* Now hcav'n in all her glory (hone, and rowl'd 
Her motions, as the great hrft-mover's hand 500 

Firft wheel 'd their courfe : earth in her rich attire 
Confummate lovely fmil'd ; air, water, earth, 
By fowl, fifh, beaft, was flown, was fwum, was walk'd 
Frequent ; and of the fixth day yet remained. 
There wanted yet the mafter-work, the end 505 

Of all >et done ; a creature, who not prone. 
And brute as other creatures, but indu'd 
With i'aniiiiiy of rcafon, might eredl 
)fis ftature, and upright with front ferene 
GoverA the reft, felf-knowing ; and from thence 
Magnanimous, to correfpond with heav'n : ^11 

But, grateful to acknowledge whence his good 
Dcfcends ; thither with heart, and voice, and eycS 
piredled in devotion, to adore 
And worHiip God fupreme, who made him chief 
Of all his works : therefore th* omnipotent 516 

Eternal Father, for where is not be 
Prefent ? thus to his Son audibly fpake. 

Let us make now Man in our image, Man 
In our fimilitudc, arid let them riile 52P 

Over the fiOi and fowl of foi ^tvd air> 
Bea/i of the field, and over a\\ xYic cm^> 
4nd ev'ry creeping thinj xVvat citt^a ^^ S^'^V;^ -^ 
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This did, he formed thee, Adam! thee, O man ! 
Dull of the ground, and in thy noilrils breath'd §2$ 
The breath of life : in liis own image he 
Created thee ; in the image of G o d 
Exprefs; and thou becam*ft a living foul. 
Male he created thee ; but thy confort 
Female « for race : then blefs'd mankind, and faid. 
Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth ; 531' 

Subdue it, and throughout dominion hold 
Over fi(h of the fea, and fowl of th' air, 
And ev'ry living thing that moves on th* earth, 
Whete-ever thus created ; for no place 5:35 

Is yet diftinft by name. Thence, as thou know'ft, 
He brought thee into this delicious grove. 
This garden ; planted with the trees of God ; 
Deledlable, both to behold, and lafte ! 
And fireely all the pleafant fruit for food 5-40 

Gave thee ; all forts are here that all th' earth yields. 
Variety without end ! But, of the tree. 
Which talted works knowledge of good, and evil, 
Thou may*ft not : in the day thou eat'lt, thou dy'ft : 
Death is. the penalty imposed; beware! 545 

And govern well thy appetite, left Sia 
Surprlie thee, and her black attendant Death. 

Here fini(h*d he, and all that he had made 
View*d, and behold ! all was entirely good ; 
So ev'n and mom accomplifh'd the fixth day. 550 
Yet not, 'till the Creator from his work 
Defifting, though un-wearicd, up return'd ; 
Up to the heav'n of heav'ns, his high abode : 
Thence to behold this new-created worlds 
Th* achihion of his empire, V\o^ \X ^<tV\ ^%S 

In proCpe^t from his tlirone, hovi ^oo^» >cy»^ %«c^ 
Anfwcting his great idea I up \xe toA«>' _ ^ 
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Folio w'd with acclamation, and the found 
Symphooious of ten thoufand harps, that tunM 
Angelic harmonies : the earth, the air jdo 

Refbundcd (thou remcmbcr'ft, for thou heard'ft) 
The heav'ns, and all the condellations, rung : 
The planets in their ftation lift'ning ftood. 
While the bright pomp afcended jubilant. 
Open, ye everlafting gates ! they fung,^ jdj 

Open, ye heav'ns ! your living doors ; let In 
The great Creator, from his work retum'd 
Magnificent, his fix days work, a world : 
Open, and henceforth oft; for God will deign 
To vifit oft the dwellings of juft men, 570 

Delighted ; and with ^frequent intercourfe 
Thither will fend his winged meflengers, 
On errands of fupernal grace. So fung 
The glorious train afcending. He through hcav'n. 
That open'd wide her blazing portals, led . 5*75 
To God's eternal houfe dire<ft the way : 
A broad, and ample road, whofe duft is gold» * 
And pavement ftars, as ftars to thee appear 
Seen in the galaxy : that milky way 
Which nightly, as a circling zone, thou fceft 580 
Pouder'd with liars. And now on earth the ieventh 
Evening arofe in Eden; for the fun 
Was fet, and twilight from the eaft came on. 
Fore-running night : when, at the holy mount 
Of heav'n's high-featcd top, th' imperial throne 585 
Of Godhead, fix'd for ever firm, and fure. 
The filial Pow'r arrived, and fat hhn down 
With his great Father : for, he alfo went 
Jnvjfible, yet ftaid, fuch privilejge 
i£srh oinniprc/ence, and tVve vioiV. oid^vtv'd, 5-90 

Author, and end, of all iWrn^s •, Mi<5i feom NiwtV 
^oHrre/liDg, bJefs*4, andballovj'4x>a^fcN'^\\i^vj% 
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As reding on that day from all his work : 

But not in filcnce holy kept ; the harp 

Had work, and refted not ; the folemn plpe^ 59J 

And dulcimer, all organs of fweet ftop. 

All founds on fret by firing, or golden wire. 

Tempered foft tunings, intermixed with voice 

Choral, or unifon : of incenfe clouds, 

Fuming fi-om golden cenfers, hid the mount : 600 

Creation, and the fix days ads, they fung. 

Great are thy works, JehoyahI infinite) 
Thy pow'r ! what thought can meafure thee, or tongue 
Relate thee ? Greater now in thy iretufn 
Than from the giant-angels : thee (t^t day 60s 

Thy thunders magnify*? ; but, to ci^te 
Is greater, than created to deflroy. 
Who can impair thee, mighty king ! or bound 
Thy empire ? Eafily the proud attempt 
Of fpirits apoftate, and their counfels vain* 610 

Thou hafl repelPd ; while impioufly they thought 
Thee to diminifh, and from thee withdraw 
The number of thy worfhippers. Who feeks 
To lefTen thee, againfl his purpofe ferves 
To manifcfl the more thy might : his evil 615* 

Thou ufeft, and from thence creat'fl more good. 
Witnefs this new made world, another heaven I 
From heaven -gate not far, founded in view 
On the clear hyaline, the glafTy fea ; 
Of amplitude almoft immenfe, with flars ^20 

Numerous, and ev'ry flar perhaps a world 
Of deflin'd habitation ; but, thou know'ft 
Their feafbns : among thefe the feat of men, 
Earrh, with her nether ocean c\tCMttvl>ai^^, f^*^K 

Their pleafant dwelling-place. TW\c.e\v%>^Yl'^^'^^ 
And Ions of men, whom G o i> YiaL\\w x)k^% ^^i-w^si ^\ 
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Created in his image, there to dwell,. 

And worihip liim ; and in reward to rule 

Over his works, on earth, in Tea, or air ; 

And multiply a race of worfhippers, 6^0 

Holy, and juft : thrice happy, if they know 

Their h^pinefs, and perievere upright 1 

So fupg they; and the enipyrean rung 
With hallelujahs : thus was fabbath kept. 
And thy requeft thmk now fulfill'd, that afk'd 6^ g 
How firft this world, and face of things, began. 
And what, before thy memory, was (bne 
iF'rom tlie beginning ; that poflerity. 
Informed by thee, might know. If elfe thou (eek'ft 
Ought, not furpaffing human meafure, fay. ^40 
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THE Ange? ended, and in Adam's ear 
So charming left his voice, that he a-while 
Thought him flili fpeaking, flill flood fix'd 
to hear : 
Then, as new wak*d, thus gratefully reply'd* 

What thanks fufficient, or what recompenlc f^ 
Equal, have I to render thee, divine 
Hiftorian f who thus largely haft allay 'd 
The thirft I had of knowledge, and vouchfif *d 
This friendly condefccnfion to relate 
Things, elfe by me un-fearchable j now heard to 
With wonder, but delight ; and» as is due^ 
With glory attributed to the high 
Creator. Something yet of doubt remains. 
Which only thy folution can rcfolve* 

When I behold tliis goodly frame, thi« world, if 
Of hcav'n, and earth codifting ; and coniputc 
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Their magnitudes ; this earth a (pot, a grain. 

An atom, with the firmament conipar'd. 

And ail her numbered ftars ; that (eem to rowl 

Spaces incomprehenfible (for fuch ao 

Their diftance argues, and their fwift return 

Diurnal) meerly to officiate light 

Round this opacous earth,- this punAual (pot. 

One day and night ; in all their vaft furvey 

Ufelcfs befides : reafbning I oft admire, 2J 

How nature, wife and frugal, could commit 

Such difproportions ; with fuperfluous hand. 

So many nobler bodies to create. 

Greater fo manifold, to this one u(e ; 

For ought appears, and on their orbs impofe 30 

Such reftlefs revolution, day by day 

Repeated : while the fedentary earth. 

That better might with far left compafs move, 

Scrv'd by more noble than her felf, attains 

Her end without leafl motion ; and receives ^^ 

As tribute, fuch a fumlefs journey brought 

Of Incorporeal fpced, her warmth and light ; 

Speed I to defcribe whofe fwiftnefs number fails. 

So fpakc our fire, and by his countenance (ccm'd 
Ent'ring on ftudious thoughts abftrufe ; which £ v E 
Perceiving, where fhe fat retir'd in fight, 41 

"With lowline(i majeffic from her feat. 
And grace, that won who faw to wifli her flay, 
Rofe .; and went forth among her fruits, and fiow'rs. 
To vifit how they profper'd, bud, and bloom, 4^ 
Her nurfery : they at her coming fprung. 
And touchM by her fair tendance gladlier grew. 
Yet went (he not, as not with fuch dlfcouHe 
Delighted, or not capable her ear 
Of what was high : fuch pleafure fhe re(erv*d, $0 
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Adam relating, (he fble auditrefs : 

Her husband the relater fhe prcfcr'd 

Before the angel ; and of him to a(k - 

Chofe rather : he, (he knew, would intermix 

Grateful digreflions, and (blve high difpute fy 

With conjugal caredes : from his lip 

Not words alone pleas'd her. O I when meet now ' 

Such pairs, in love, and mutual honour join'd i 

"With Goddefs-like demeanor forth fhe went j 

Not un*attended ! for, on her, as queen, ^o 

A pomp of winning graces waited ftill ; 

And from about her fhot darts of defire 

Into all eyes, to wifh her dill in fight. 

And Raphael now, to Adam's doubt proposed, ' 

Benevolent, and facil, thus reply'd. 6^ 

To afk, or fearch, I blame thee not ; for Keav*n 
Is as the book of God before thee fet ; 
Wherein to read his wond'rous works, and learn 
His leafbns, hours, or days, .or months, or years. 
This to attain, whether heav'n move, or earth, 70 
Imports not, if thou reckon right : the reft. 
From man, or angel, the great archite<5t 
Did wifely to conceal ; and not divulge 
His fecrets to be fcan'd by them, who ought 
Rather admire. Or, if they lift to try jj 

Conjedure, he his fabric of*^ the heav*ns 
Hath left to their difputes, perhaps to mxjve 
His laughter at their quaint opinions wide 
Hereafter ; when they come to model heav'n, '-' 
And calculate the ftars, how they witt wield 80 

The mighty frame ; how build, un-build, contrive. 
To iave appearances ; how gird the fphere 
With centric, and eccentric, fcribl'd o*er. 
Cycle, and epicycle, orb in orb. 

Pa ^^-^^ 
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Already by thy reilbnin^ this I guefs, 8j 

Who art to lead thy ofiNTpring ; and fuppofefl, 
That bodies bright, and greater, (honld not ferve 
The iefs not bright, nor heav'n fuch joumies run, 
-Earth fitting ftill, when (he alone receives 
The benefit. Confider firft, that great, 90 

Or bright, infers not excellence : the earth 
Thou^, in comparifon of heav'n, (b fmall. 
Nor gli(iering, may of ibiid good contain 
More plenty than the fun, that barren fliines ; 
Whole virtue on it ielf works no effe^, pj 

But in the fruitful earth : there firft receiv'd. 
His beams, una6live el(e, their vigour find. 
Yet, not to earth arc thole bright luminaries 
Officious ; but to thee, earth's habitant. 
And for the heav'ns wide circuit, let it fpeak loo 

The Maker's high magnificence ; who built 
So fpacious, and his line ftretch'd out fo far ; 
That man may know he dwells not in his own ; 
An edifice too large for him to fill, 
JxxlgM in a fmali partition ; and the reft 105 

Ordain'd for ufes to his Lord beft known. 
The fwiftncfs of thofe circles attribute. 
Though numberlefs, to his omnipotence ; 
That to corporeal fubftances could add 109 

•Speed almoit fpiritual. Me thou think'ft not flow. 
Who fince the morning-hour let out from heav'n, 
Where God refides ; and ere mid-day arriv'd 
In Eden : diftance incxpreflible 
By numbers that have name ! But, this I urge. 
Admitting motion in the heavens; to fliew 115- 

ibvalid, that which thee to doubt it mov'd : 
Not that I fo affirm, though fb it feem 
To thee who haft thy dwelling here on earth. 
God, to remove his ways from human fcnfe. 
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Plac'd heav'n from earth fo fer, tkat earthly fight, 

If it prefume, might err in things too high,i 121 

And no advantage gain. What if the fun 

Be centre to the world ; and other ftars 

By his attractive virtue, and their own. 

Incited, dance about him various rounds ? i 2 c 

Their wandVing courfe now high, now low, then hid, 

Progreflive, retrograde, or (landing ftill. 

In ux thou feed : and what if fev'nth to thefe 

The planet earth, fo ftedfaft though (he fcem, 

In(en(ibly three different motions move ? i^ 

Which elfe to fevcral fpheres thou muft afcribe, 

Mov'd contrary with thwart obliquities ; 

Or fave the fun his labour, and that fwift 

Nodlurnal and diurnal rhomb fuppos'd, 

Invifible clfe above all Aars, the wheel 135 

Of day, and night : which needs not thy belief 

If earth, indultrious of her felf, fetch day 

Travelling eart ; and with her part aver(e 

From the fun's beam, meet night; her other part 

Still luminous by his ray. What if that light, i^ 

Sent from her through the wide tranfpicuous air, 

To the terrdtrial moon be as a (tar. 

In lightning her by day, as (he by night 

This earth ? reciprocal, if land be there, 

Fields, and inhabitants. Her (pots thou (eeft 145 

As clouds, and clouds may rain, and rain produce 

Fruits in her foften'd foil, for fome to eat 

Allotted there : and other funs perhaps. 

With their attendant moons, thou wilt defcry, ^ 

Communicating male and female light : ' 150 

Which two great (exes animate the world; 

StorM in each orb, perhaps, with fome that live. 

For, fuch vaft room in nature un-p9(re(8*d 

By living foul, defert, and defoVgiiQ, . 

P J 0^:1 
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Only to fliinc, yet fcarce to contribute 155" 

Each orb a glimpfe of light, convey'd fo far 

Down to this habitable, which returns 

Light back to them, is obvious to difpute. 

But, whether jthus tbele things, or whether not ; 

Whether the fun, predominant in heav'n, 260 

Rife on the earth ; or earth rife on the fun : 

He, from the eaA his flaming rode begin ; 

Or fhe, from weft her iilent courfe advance, 

With inoffeniive pace, that fpinning fleeps 

On her foft axle, while fhe paces ev'n, 16 f 

And bears thee foft with the fmooth air along, 

SoUicit not thy thoughts with matters hid ; 

Leave them to God above ; him (erve, and fear ! 

Of other creatures, as him pleafes beft, 

Where-ever plac'd, let him difpofe : joy thou 170 

In what he gives to thee, this Paradiie, 

And thy fair Eve: heav'n is for thee too high 

To know what pafles there ; be lowlv wiie : 

Think only what concerns thee, ancf thy being; 

Pream hot of other worlds, what creatures there 175 

Live, in what (tate, condition, or degree ; 

Contented that thus far hath been reveaPd, 

Not of earth only, but of higheft heav'n. 

To whom thus Adam, clear'd of doubt, reply'd. 
How folly haft thou fatisfy'd me, pure 180 

Intelligence of heav'n, angel ferene ! 
And, freed from intricacies, taught to live 
Th'j eaij^ft way ; nor with perplexing thoughts 
fo interrupt the fweet of life ; from which 
God hath bid dwell far off all anxious cares, 185 
And AQt moleft us : unlefs we our felves 
Seek them witli wandVing thoughts, and notion? vain. 
But, apt the mn4t or faxvcy, is to tov^ 
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Un-check'd, and of her roving is no ci^d : 

'Till warn'd, or by experience taught, (he Jeam> 190 

That, not to know at large of things remote 

From ule, obfcure, and iubtle ; but, to Icnow 

That which before us lies in daily life, 

Is the prime wifiiom : what is more, is fume. 

Or emptineis, or fond impertinence ; ip^ 

And renders us, in things that mofl concern, 

Un-pra^is*d, un-prepar'd, and fiill to feck. 

Therefore from this high pitch let us defcend 

A lower flight ; and fpeak of things at hand 

Ufeful ; whence haply mention may arife 200 

of fbmething not unfeafbnable to afk, 

By fuff'rance, and thy wonted favour deign'd^ 

Th EB I have heard relating what was done 
£re my remembrance ; now, hear me relate 
My ftory, which perhaps thou haft not heard : aoj 
And dly is yet not fpent : 'till then thou fecft 
How fubtly to detain thee I devife ; 
Inviting thee to hear, while I relate : 
Fond 1 were it not in hope of thy reply. 
For, while I lit with thee, I feem in heav'n : 210 
And fweeter thy diicourfe is to my ear 
Than fruits of palm-tree, picafanteft to thirft. 
And hunger both, from labour, at the hour 
Of fweet repaft : they fatiate, and fbon fill, 
Tho* pleafant ; but thy words, with grace divine 215' 
Imbu*d, bring to their fweetnefs no iaticty. 

To whom thus Raphael anfwer'd heav'nly meek. 
Nor are thy lips ungraceful, fire of jncn I 
Nor tongue in-eloquent : for God on thee 
Abundantly his gifts hath alfo pour'd ; 220 

Inward, and outward both, his Imagje fair« 

1 
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Speaking or mate> all comeiinefs and grace 

Attends thee ; and» each word, each motion, forms* 

Nor lefs think we in heav'n of thee on earth. 

Than of our fellow-fervant ; and inquire 225 

Gladly into the ways of God with man : 

For God we fee hath honour^ thec» and fet 

On man his equal love. Say therefore on ; 

For, I that day was ahfent, as hefel. 

Bound on a voyage uncouth, and obfcure* 230 

Far on excurlion toward the gates of hell, 

SquarM m full legion, fuch command we had 

To fee that none thence ifTuM forth t fpy* 

Or enemy, while God was in his work j 

Left he, incens'd at fuch eruption bold, 2$§ 

Deftrudion with creation might have mix*d« 

Not that they durft without his leave attempt ; 

But, us he {ends upon his high behefts 

For ftate, as fbv'reign king ; and to Uiure 

Our prompt obedience, Faft we found, fiA (hut 240 

The difmal gates, and barricado*d ftrong I 

But, long ere our approaching, heard within 

Noife, other than the found of dance, or fong ! 

Torment, and loud lament, and furious rage. 

Glad we returned up to the coafts of light 24^ 

Ere fabbath-cv'ning : lb we had in charge. 

But, thy relation now ! for I attend, 

Pleas'd with thy words, no lefs than thou with mine« 

S o fpake the God-like Pow'r, and thus our (Ire. 
For man to tell how human life began jjo 

Is hard ; for, who himielf beginning knew f 
Defire with thee ftiJl longer to converfc 
Induc'd me. — As new wakM from founded deep, 
Soft on the flow'ry herb, I found me laid, 
Jj2 balmy [wcsd ; which with his beams the fim af 5 
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Soon dry'd, and on the recking moiflure fed. 

Strait toward heav'n my wond*ring eyes 1 turn'd, 

And gaz'd a-while the ample fky : 'tili rais'd 

By quick inftindlivc motion, up I fprung, 

As thitherward endeavouring ; and upright 260 

Stood on my feet. About me round I law 

Hill, dale, and fhady woods, and funny plains, 

And liquid lapfe of murm'ring (Ireams : by thcfe, 

Creatures that liv'd, and mov*d, and walk*d» or flew ; 

Birds on the branches warbling : ail things fmil'd 26^ ' 

With fragrance : and with joy my heart o'er-flow'd. 

My felf I then perus'd, and limb by limb 

Survey'd, and fbmetimes went, and fometimes ran 

With fupple joints, as lively vigour led. 

But, who I was, or where, or ffom what caufe, 270 

Knew not : to fpcak I try'd, and forthwith fpake ; 

My tongue obey'd, and readily could name 

Whatever I faw. Thou fun, faid I, fair light ! 

And thou enlighten'd earth, fo frefh, and gay ! 27^ 

Ye hills, and dales» ye rivers, woods, and plains I 

And ye that live, and move, fair creatures ! tell. 

Tell, if ye faw, how came I thus, how here. — 

Not of my felf — By fome great Maker then, 

In goodnefs, and in pow'r, pre-eminent. 

Tell me, how may I know him, how adore, 280 

From whom I have that thus I move, and live, 

And feel that I am happier than I know. 

While thus I call'd, and ftray'd I knew not whither. 

From where I firft drew air, and firft beheld 

This happy light ; when anfwer none rerum'd. 285 . 

On a green Ihady bank, profufe of flowVs, 

Penfive I fat me down. There gentle fleep 

Firft found me, and with fbft oppreflion feiz'd 

My dronfed fenfe, untroubled, though I thought 

I dien was palling to my foiniet &ax(^ 1^^ 
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Infenfible, and forthwith to diGolve^ 

When fuddenly flood at my head a dream, 

Whofe inward apparition gently mov'd 

My fancy to believe I yet had being, 294 

And riv'd. One came, methought, of fhape divine, 

And faid, '* Thy manfion wants thee, Adam, ri(e» 

** Firfl man, of men innumerable ordain'd 

«• Firft father ! call'd by thee, I come thy guide 

** To the garden of blifs, thy feat prepar'd." 

So faying, by the hand he took me raised ; 300 

And over fields, and waters, as in air, 

Smooth-Aiding without flep, laft led me up 

A woody mountain ; whole high top was plain : 

A circuit wide-inclos'd, with goodlieft trees 

Planted, with walks, and bow'rs ; that what I (aw 

Of earth before fcarce pleafant feem'd. Each tree 30^ 

Loaden with feireft fruit, that hung to th* eye 

Tempting, ftir'd in me fudden appetite 

To pluck, and eat ; whereat I wak'd, and found 

Before mine eyes all real, as the dream 310 

Had liv^ely (hadow'd. Here had new begun 

My waJid'ring, had not he, who was my guide 

Up hither, from among the trees appeared, 

Prefence divine ! rejoicing, but with awe. 

In adoration at his feet I fell 315* 

Submifs : he rear'd me^ and " Whom thou fought*ft 

Said mildly, *< Author of all this thou feed [I am, 

" Above, or round about thee, or beneath. 

•* This Paradife I give thee, count it thine 

«* To till, and keep, and of the fruits to eat : 320 

«* Of every tree that in the garden grows 

*^ Eat freely with glad heart ; fear here no dearth : 

•• But, of the Tree whofe operation brings 

** Knowledge of good and ill, which I have fet 

** The pledge of thy obedience, and thy faith, . 325: 
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** Amid the garden by the Troc of Life, 

•* Remember what I warn thee ! ihun to taftc, 

** And fhun the bitter confequence : for know, 

** The day thou eat'ft thereof, my foic command 

** Tranfgreft, inevitably thou flialt die ; 330 

** From that day mortal : and this happy (late 

** Shalt lofe, expell'd fiom hence into a world 

" Of woe, and forrow." — Sternly he pronounc'd 

The rigid interdiction, which refbunds 

Yet dreadful in mine ear, though in my choice 335^ 

Not to incur : but foon his clear afpeil 

Return *d, and gracious purpofe thus rcnew*d. 

«< Not only the(e fair bounds, but all the earth 

" To thee, and to thy race, I give : as lords 

« PofTefs it, and all things that therein live, 340 

« Or live in fea, or air, beaft, fifh, and fowl : 

*« In fign whereof, each bird, and bealt, behold 

•< After their kinds : I bring them to receive 

" From thee their names, and pay thee fealty 

** With low fubjei'lion : undcrftand the (amc 145" 

** Of firti within their watVy refidence $ 

«« Not hither fummon'd, fince they cannot change 

«• Their element, to draw the thinner air." 

As thus he fpake, each bird, and beaft, behold 

Approaching, two and two ; thefe, cowVing low 350 

With blandifhment ; each bird ftoopM on his wing^ 

I nam*d them, as they pafs'd, and underftood 

Their nature, with fuch knowledge God indu'd 

My fudden apprehenfion ! But, in thefe 

I found not what methought I wanted ftill ; 35:^ 

And to the heav'niy vifion thus prefum'd. 

O, BY what name, for thou above all thefe, 
Above mankind, or ought than mankind higher, 
Surpafleft far my naming I hovi m^^j \ 
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Adore thee, author of this univerfe, 360 

And all this good to man ? For wliofe well-being 

So amply, and with hands {b liberal. 

Thou had provided all things. But, with me 

I fee not who partakes : in (b)itude 

"What happinefs, who can enjoy alone ! 3^5 

Or, all enjoying, what contentment find i. 

Thus I prefumptucus; and the vifion bright,. 
As with a fraile more brighten'd, tbxis reply 'dl 

What call'd: thou folitude? Is not the earth 
With various livjng creatures, and the air, 370- 

Replcnifii'd, and all thefc at thy command 
To come, and play before thee ? Know'ft thou iM>t 
Their language, and their ways i They alio know. 
And rcafbn not contemptibly : with thefe 
Find paltime, and bear rule : thy realm is large. 375 

So fpake the dniver(al Lord» and (eem*d 
So ordVing : I, with leave of fpeech iroplot'd. 
And bumble deprecation, thus reply'd. 

Let not my words offend tliee, heav'nly Pow'r ! 
My Maker, be propitious while I (peak ! 380 

Haft thou not made me here thy lubftitute, 
And thefe inferior far beneath me fct ? 
Among uncquals what fociety 
Can fort, what harmony, or true delight ? 
V\ hich mud be mutual, in proportion due 385". 

Giv'n, and received : but, in difpariljr 
The one inrcnfe, the other ftill reinifs, 
Cannot well fuil with either, but iboa prove 
T. dious alike. Of fellowfhip I fpcak, ;, 

(Such as I /eek) ftt to patiid^ate ^'.-^tP. 
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All rational delight; wherein the bnite 

Cannot be human conibrt : they rejoice 

Each with their kind, lion with lionefs } 

So fitly them in pairs thou had combin'd : 

Much lefs can bird with bead, or fiih with fowl 395: 

So well converfe, nor with the ox the ape : 

Worfe, then, can man with bealt, and Icaft of all. 

Whereto th* Almighty anfwer*d, not difpleas'd. 
A nice, and fubtle liappinefs, I fee 
Thou to thy felf propofeft, in the choice 400 

Of thv adbciates, Adam ! and wilt tafle 
2«Io pleafure (though in plcafure) folitary. 
What think'ft thou then of me, and this my ftate f 
Seem I to thee fufficiently polleft 
Of happinefs, or not, who am alone 405* 

From ail eternity f for none I know 
Second to me, or like ; equal much lefs. 
How have I then with whpm to hold converfe. 
Save with the creatures which I made, and thofe 
To me inferior, infinite defcents 4 Id 

Beneath what other creatures are to thee f 

H E ceas'd ; I lowly- anfwcr'd. To attain 
The height, and depth of thy eternal ways, 
All human thoughts come fhort, Supreme of things ! 
Thou in thy feJf art pcrfe^, and in thee /^i^ 

Is no deficience found. Nol ib is man. 
But in degree -, the caufe of his defire 
By converfation with his like to liclp. 
Or folace his defedls. No need that thou 
Shouldd propagate, already Infinite ; 42P 

And through all numbers abfolute, though ONE. 
But, man by number is to manifeft 
His fingle imperfection ; and be^j^x 
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Like of bis like, his image muldply'd ; 

In unity defedive; which requires 4IJ 

Collateral love, and deareft amity» 

Thou in thy (ecrecy although afone» 

Belt with thy (elf accompany 'd, (eek'ft not 

Social communication : yet, (b pleas'd, 

Canft ralfe thy creature, to what height thou wilt 

Of union, or communion, deify'd : 43 1 

I by converling cannot thefe ered 

From prone ; nor in their ways complacence find* 

T H u s I imbolden'd fpake, and freedom us'd 
Permidive, and acceptance found ; which gained 43^ 
This ani'wer from the gracious voice divine. 

Thus far to try thee, Adam! I was pleased ; 
And find thee knowing, not of beafts alone, 
'N\'hich thou haft rightly nam'd, but, of thy fclf : 
Exprefling well the fpirit within thee free, 440 

My image, not imparted to the brute : 
Whole kiiowfhip therefore un-meet for thee, 
Good rcafon was thou freely fhouldft diflike j 
And be fo minded ftill ; I, ere thou fpak'ft, 
Knew it not good for man to be alone : 445 

And no fuch company as then thou iaw'd 
Intended thee 5 for trial only brought. 
To fee how thou couldfi judge of fit and meet. 
"Whut next 1 bring Ihall pleafe thee, be afTurM, 
Thy Jikenefs, thv fit help, thy other felf, 450 

Thy wiih, exzttly to thy heart's defirc. 

He ended, or I heard no more; for now 
My earthly by his heav'nly over-power*d, 
Which it hnj long ftood under, ftrain'd to th' height 
la that coeieitial coUoc^uy fubiime, j^sS 
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A% with an object that excels the fenfe, 

DazJed, and (pent* funk down ; and fought repair 

Of fleep, which inftantly fell on me, calPd 

By nature as in aid, and cJos'd mine eyes. 

Mine eyes he dos'd, but open left the cell 480 

Of fancy, my internal fight ; by which 

Abilraet as in a tranfe, methought I faw, 

Though fleeping, where I lay, and faw the (hape 

Still glorious before whom awake I flood : 

Who (looping open'd my left fide, and took 4(^5 

From thence a rib, with cordial fpirits warm, 

And life-blood (ireaming firefh : wide was the wound ! 

But, fuddcnly with fielh fillM up, and hcal'd. 

The rib he form'd, and fafhionM with his hands : 

Under his forming hands a creature grew 470 • 

Man-like, but different fox : fo lovely fair ! 

That what feem'd fair in all the world, feem'd now 

Mean, or in her fumm'd up, in her contain'd. 

And in her looks.; which from that time mfus'd 

Sweetnefs into my heart, un-felt before : 475 

And into all things fi-om her air infpir'd 

The fpirit of love, and amoious delight. 

She dif-appear'd, and left me dark ! I wak'd 

To find her, or for ever to deplore 

Her lofs, and otlier pleafures all abjure. 480 

"When out of hope, behold her ! not far off; 

Such as I faw her in my dream, adorn *d 

With what ail earth or heaven could beftow. 

To make her amiable : on fhe came. 

Led by her heav'niy Maker, though unfeen* 485: 

And guided by his voice ; nor un-infbrm'd 

Of nuptial fandtity, and marriage rites : 

Grace was in all lier fteps, heav'n in her eye» 

In every geflure dignity, and love ! 

I overjoy'd could not forbear aloud. KSi^ 
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This turn hatli made amends I Thou baft fulfiU'd 
Thy words, Creator bounteous, and benign 1 
Giver of all things fair I but faireft this 
of all thy gifts/ 1 nor envieft. I. now fee 
Bone of my bone, flefli of my flefh, my felf 495 
Before me : woman is her name ; of man 
Ex trailed : for this caufe he fhall forego 
Father, and mother, and t* his wife adhere ; 
And they (hall be one i)cfh« one heart, one ibnl. 

She heard me thus ; and tho' divinely brought, 
Yet innocence, and virgin modefty, j-oi 

Her virtue, and the conicience of her worth, 
That would be woo'd, and not un»fought be won ; 
Kot obvious, not obirufive, but retir'd, 
The more delirable : or, to lay all, 5-05: 

Nature her felf, though pure 01 finful thought. 
Wrought in her {o, that feeing me, Ihe turn'd. 
I follow'd her ; (he what was honour knew, 
And, with obfequious majefty, approved 
My pleaded rcafon. — To the nuptial bow'r j-iq 

I led her, blu(hing like the mom : all heav'n^ 
And happy conitellations, on that hour 
Shed their ieleeted influence : the earth 
Gave fign of gratulation, and each hill : 
Joyous the birds, frefh gales, and gentle airs 515 

Whifper'd it to the woods, and from their wings 
Flung rofc, flung odours from the fpicy (brub, 
Difporting ! 'tiU the amorous bird of night 
Sung fpottfal, and bid hafte the ev'ning ftar. 
On his hill top to light the bridal lamp. 520 

T H u s I have told thee all my (late, and brought 
My (bry to the fum of earthly blifs, 
\Vhich I enjoy : and muft confels to find 
Jn all things elfe deUg|ht mdeod^ hnt fueli- 
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As us'd or not, works in the mind no change, 3 25* 
Nor vehement dcfire ; thefc delicacies 
I mean oftaftc, fight, fmcll, herbs, fruits, and flow'rs, 
Walks, and the melody of birds ; but here 
Far otherwifc ! tranfported I behold, 
Tranfported touch : here paffion firfl I felt, 5J0 

Commotion ftrange ! in all enjoyments clfe 
Superior, and un-mov*d : here only weak, 
Againft the charm of beauty's powerful glance. 
Or, nature faiTd in me, and left fome part 
T<ot proof enough fuch objeA to fuftain ; 535 

Or, from my fide fubduxfling, took perhaps 
More than enough : at leaft, on her beftow*d 
Too much of ornament •, in outward fhew, 
Elaborate ; of inward, lefs exadl. 
For, well I underftand in the prime end 540 

Of nature, her th' inferior ; in the mind. 
And inward faculties •, which moft excel : 
In outward alfo her refenibling lefs 
His image who made both ; and lefs cxprcfling 
The chara(5ler of that dominion giv*n ^ 545 

0*er other creatures. Yet, when I approach 
Her lovelinefs, fo abfolute (he feems, 
' And in her felf complete, fb well to know 
Her own -, that what fhe wills to do, or fay^ 
Seems wifelj, virtuoufcft, difcrceteft, beft : j-j-cj 

All higher knowledge in her prefence falls 
Degraded ; wifclom in difcourle with her 
Lol'es difcountenanc'd, and like folly Ihews : 
Authority, and reafon, on her wait. 
As one intended iirit, not after made 55*5: 

Occafionally : and, to confummate all, 
Crcatncfs of mind, and noblenefs, their feat 
Build in her lovelieft, and create an awe 
About her, as a guard angelic ^Uc'dw 
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To whom the angel with contraded brow. 560 

Accuse not nature, fhe hath done her part; 
Do thou but thine : and be not difEdent 
of wifdom : fhe deferts thee not, if thou 
Difmifs not her, when moit thou need'ft her nigh ; 
By attributing over-much to things ^6f 

Lefs excellent, as thou thy felf perceiv'ft. > 

For, what admir'ft thou, what tranfports thee fo? 
An outlide ? fair no doubt, and worthy well 
Thy chcrlfning, thy honouring, and thy love ; 
Not thy fubjedion. Weigh with her thy felf; 570 
'I he ! value : oft-times nothing pro6ts more 
1 haa'TcJf-efteem ; grounded on juft and right 
VVcii manag'd : of that Ikill the more thou know'/l. 
The more fhe will acknowledge thee her head, 
And to realities yield all her fhews : 575 

Made (6 adorn for thy delight the more ; 
So awful, that with honour thou may 'ft love 
Thy mate ; who fees, when thou art feen leaft wife. 
But if the fcnfe of touch, whereby mankind 
Is propagated, feem fuch dear delight 580 

Beyond all other ; think the fame vouchfaPd 
To caitlc, and each beaft ; which would not be 
To tiicm made common, and divulg'd, if ought 
Therein enjoy 'd were worthy to fubdue 
The foul of man, or paflion in him move, 585 

What higher in her fociety thou find'ft 
Attractive, human, rational, love ftill : 
In loving thou doft well, in paflion not ; 
Wherein true love confifts not. Love refines 
The thoughts, and heart enlarges; hath his (eat 590 
In rcafon, and is judicious ; is the fcale 
By v.l.ich to heav*nly love thou may'ft aiccnd; 
Not funk in carnal pleafure : for which caufe. 
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Among the beads no mate for thee was found. 

To whom thus, half abafh*d, Adam reply 'd. jpjf 
TJeither her ttut-fide form*d fo fair, ilor ought 
In procreation common to all kinds. 
Though higher of the genial bed by faf, 
And with myfterious reverence I deem, 
So much delights me, as thofc graceful a«5ls, 600 

Thofe thddralld decencies that daily flow 
From all her words, and acftions, mix'd with love. 
And fweet compliance, which declare un-feign'd 
Union of mind, or in us both one foul ; 
Harmony to behold in wedded pair ! . 60^ 

More grateful than harmonious found to th' ear. 
Yet thefe fubjedt not l I to thee difclofe 
"What inward thence I fed ; not therefore foil'd : 
Who meet with various objed^s, from the (cnfo 
Varioufly reprcfenting -, yet, ftill free, 6to 

Approve the bert, ahd follow what I approve. 
T" o love, thou blam'ft me not ; for Jove, thou fay 'ft, 
Leads up to hcav'n ; is both the way, ahd guide : 
Bear with me then, if lawful what I alk : 
Love not the heav'nly fpirits ? And how their love 
Ej^prefs they ? By looks only ? Or, do they mix 616 
Iftadiance ? Virttlal, or immediate, touch ? 

To whom the angel, with a fmile that glow'd, 
Coeleftial rofy-rcd, love's proper hue, 
Anfwcr'd. Let it fufficc thee that thou know'ft 620 
Us happy, and without love no happinefs. 
Whatever pure thou in the body cnjcry^'ft, 
And pure thou wort created, wc enjoy 
In eminence : and obftacle find none 
Of membrane, joint, or limb, cxclufive bars 1 ^'^'v 
Eflfier than air with air, if ipvuis Qtv\\>\^c.^, 
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Total they mix ; union of pure with pure 

Deliring : nor reftrain'd conveyance need, 

As fleih to mix with flelh, or foul with foul. 

But I can now no more : the parting fun 630 

Beyond the earth's green Cape, and verdant ifles, 

Hesperian fets, my (ignal to depart. 

Be ftrong, live happy, and love ! But, firft of all. 

Him, whom to love is to obey, and keep 

His great command : take heed left paflion fway ^3 j 

Thy judgment to do ought, which elfe free-will 

Would not admit: thine, and of all thy fbns. 

The weal, or woe, in thee is plac'd ; beware ! 

I in thy perfevering fhall rejoice. 

And all the bleft. Stand faft ! to ftand, or fall, 940 

Free in thine own arbitrement it lies: 

Terfed within, no outward aid requires ; 

And all temptation to tranfgrefs repel. 

So faying he arofe: whom Adam thus 
FollowM with benedi(ftion. Since to part ! ^45 

Go heav'nly gueft, ethereal meflenger, 
8(^8 1 from whofe fov 'reign goodnefs I adore ! 
Gentle to me, and affable, hath been 
Thy condefcenfion, and ftiall be honoured ever 
AVith grateful memory : thou to mankind djo 

Be good, and friendly ftill, and* oft return ! 

So parted they ; the angel up to heav'n 
yrom the thick fhade, and Adam to his bow'r. 
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The ARGUMENT. 

Satan having compafi'd the earthy with rmditated guile 

returns^ as a mifly by night into Paradife^ and enters 

into the ferpent flee ping, Adam and Eve in the 

morning go forth to their labourSy which Eve fropofes 

to divide in fever al places, each labouring apart : Adam 

confents not, alledging the danger, lejl that enemy, of 

whom they were forewarned, Jhould attempt her found 

alone : Eve (loth to be thought not circumfpe6i or firm 

enough) urges her going apart, the rather defirous to 

make trial of her jtrength ; Adam at I afl yields : the 

ferpent finds her alone; hisfubtile approach, firfl gaz- 

ing^ then fpeaking^ with much flattery extolling Eve 

above all other creatures. Eve, wondering to hear 

the ferpent fpeak, asks how he attained to human fpeech^ 

andfuch unJsrflanding, not till now ; the ferpent an- 

fjjers, that by tafling of a certain tree in the garden 

he attained both to Jpeech and rcafon, W.ll then void of 

both : Eve requires him to bring her to that tree, and 

finds it to be the Tree of Knvivledge forbidden : the 

ferpent, now grown bolder, with many wiles, end ar^ 

guments, induces her at length to eat : flie, pleased 

with the tafle, deliberates a-while whether to impart 

there»f to Adam, or not : at lafl brings him of the 

fruit, relates what perfuaded her to eat thereof z 

Adam, at flrfl amazd, but perceiving her loft, refolves 

(through vehemence of love) to pertjh with her ; and^ 

extenuating the trefpafs, eats alfo of the fruit : the 

effeds thereof in them both :■ they feek to covfr their • 

nakednefs : then fall to variance, and accufation of one 

Another. 
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NO more of talk, where God, or angeJ-giicrt, 
With man, as with his friend, ianiiiiar r.s\i 
To lit indulgent, and with him partake 
Rural rcpaft ; permitting him the while 
Venial dilcourlc un-blani'd. I now muft change ^ 
Thofc notes to tragic ! Foul dilfrufl, and brcacli 
Dilloyal on the part of man ; revolt. 
And dilbbedicnce : on the part ol' heav n 
Now alienated ! difbncc, and dillafle. 
Anger, and jift rebuke, and judgment giv'n, ir. 

That brouglii into this wurl.i a world of woe ; 
Sin, and her (linluw I^cath, and Miicry. 
Death's harbinger. Sad talk ! yet argument 
Not Icfs, but more heroic than the wrath 
OfiUrn Achilles on his foe, purl'uM le 

"J hricc fugitive about I'rov wall : or rage 
Q( T 17 R N u s, for L A V I N I A dif-cfpous'd : ■>« 

:Qt 14 £ P T u N e's jrc, or J u n o's, that To Jong 

(^4 \^tX^$^^^^ 



228 Paradis E Lost. Book IX. 

PerplexM the Greek, and Cytherea's fon : 

If anfwcrable ftylc I can obtain 20 

of my cioeleftial patronefs, who deigns 

Her nightfy vifitation un-impIor*d, 

And dictates to me flumbring ; or infpires 

Eafy my un-premeditaicd vcrle : 

Since firil thjs fubje«5l for heroic fbng 2j 

PleasM me, long chufing, and beginning Jate ; 

Not fedulous by nature to indite 

Wars, hitherto the onJy argument 

Heroic deem'd ; chief ma(l*ry to diflccft 

"With long, and tedious havoc fabled knights 30 

In battles feigh'*d : the better fortitude 

of patience, and heroic martyrdom, 

Un-fung ; or, to defcribe races, and games. 

Or tilling furniture, emblazon *d ftiields, 

Imprieflcs quaint, caparifons, and Itecds ; 35- 

Bafes, and tinfel trappings, gorgeous knights 

At joufl and tournament -, then, marlhard feafl, 

Serv*d up in hail with fewers, and fcnefchals : 

The Ikill pf artifice, or office, mean I 

T4ot that which jullly gives heroic name 40 

To perfbn, or to poem. Me, of thcfe 

Nor Ikiird, nor ftudious, higher argument 

Remains ; fufficient of it felf to raife 

That name, unlefs an age too late, or cold 

Climate, or years, damp my intended wing , 45; 

Deprefs'd : and much they may, if all be mine, 

Not hers, who brings it nightly to my car. 

The fun was funk, and after him the ftar 
Of Hesperus, whofe office is to bring 
• Twilight upon the earth, (hoit wVwct ^o 

'Twixt day and night ; and now, ftotiv ttv^Xo wA 
Wight's hemifphcre had veW'd tV Vioivi.011 \ovwA\ 
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"When Satan, who late fled before the threats 
Of Gabriel out of Eden, now improv'd 
In meditated fraud and malice, bent 5^ 

On man's deihu6tion, maugre what might bap 
of heavier on himfelf, fearlefs returned. 
By night he fled, and at mid-night return'd 
From compafling the earth -, cautious of day. 
Since Uriel, regent of the fun, defcryM 60 

His entrance, and forewarn'd the Cherubim, 
That keep their watch : thence full of anguifh driv'n. 
The I'pace of fcv'n continued nights he rode 
With darknefs ; thrice the equinoctial line 
He circled ; four times crolsM the car of night 6f 
From pole to pole, traverling each colure : 
On th* eighth returnM ; and, on the coafl avcrfe 
From entrance, or Cherubic watch, by iiealth 
Found un-fufpeflcd way. There was a place, 6g 

Now not, tho' fin, not time, firft wrought the change, 
Where Tigris, at the foot of Paradifc, 
Into a gulph fhot under-ground, 'till part 
Role up a fountain by the Tree of Life. 
In with the river lunk, and with it role 
Satan, involv'd in rifing mill ; then (ought j^ 

Where to lie hid : fea he had iearch'd, and land, 
From Eden over Pontus, and the pool 
MfiOTis, up beyond the river Ob : 
Downward as far antartic : and in length. 
Weft from O r o n t E s, to the ocean barr'd 80 

At Darien : thence, to the land where flows 
Ganges, and Indus. Thus the orb he roam'd 
With narrow fcarch ; and with infpedtion deep 
ConllJcr'd every creature, which of all 
Moil opporiime might ferve \\\s vj\\^% % ^wWi>MA ^K 
The ferpent fubt'leli beaft of a\\ xViC ^vY'^* 
Him a/rer hpg debate, irrefoVuva 
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of thoughts rt'volv'd, his final fentence chofe 

Fit vcfTeJ, litteft imp of fraud, in whom 

To enter, and his dark fuggeftions hide 5)0 

From Iharpeit fight : for, in the wily fnake 

"Whatever flelghts, none would fufpicious mark, 

As from his v;it, and native fubtiJty 

Proceeding ; which in other beads obferv'd 

Doubt might beget of diabolic pow'r, 95: 

Adive within, beyond the fcnle of brute. 

Thus he rcfolv'd, but firll from inward grief 

His buriUng pafDon into plaints thus pour'd. 

O EARTH, how like to heav'n I if not prefcrM 
More juftly, feat worthier of gods, as built 100 

"With iecoiid thoughts, reforming what was old ! 
For, what God after better, work would build ? 
Terrc/lrial heav'n ! dancM round by other heav'ns 
That fhinc, yet bear their bright officious lamps. 
Light above light, for thee alone, as feems, 10 j 

In thee concentring all their precious beams 
Of facred influence ! As God in heav'n 
Is centre, yet extends to all ; Co thou 
Centring, receiv'ft from all thofe orbs : in thee. 
Not in themfelves, all their known virtue appears 
Produdlive in herb, plant, and nobler birth 1 1 1 

Of creatures animate with gradual life, •" 

Of growth, fenfe, reafon, all fumm'd up in Man ! 
With what delight could I have walk'd thee round. 
If I could joy in ought : fweet interchange 1 1 j 

Of hill, and valley, rivers, woods, and plains ! 
>5ow land, now (ca, and fhores with forcll crown'd, 
Roc\s, dens, and caves ! Eut I in noi c of thefe 
Fmd place, or refuge : and the more I iee 
Plcafures about me, fo much more I feel 120 

Torment within me, as from, the hateful ficgc > 
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ifc_ _ "^ 

of contraries : all good to me becomes 

Banc; and in heav*n much worfe would be my ftatc. 

But neither here feek I, no nor in heaven 

To dwell, unlefs by maft*ring heav*n*s Supreme : 1 25 

Nor hope to be my felf lefs miferable 

By what I feek, but others to make fuch 

As I, though thereby worfe to me redound. 

For only in deftroying I find eafe 

To my relcntlefs thoughts : and him deftroy'd, 130 

Or won to what may work his utter lofs, 

For whom all this was made 3 ail this will fbon 

Follow, as to him linked in weal or woe : 

In woe then ! that deftrudlion wide may range. 

To me Ihall be the glory fole among 135: 

Th* infernal Pow'rs, in one day to have marr'd 

What he Almighty flyl'd, fix nights, and days. 

Continued making ; and, who knows how long 

Before had been contriving .' though perhaps 

Not longer than fince I, in one night, freed 140 

From fervitude inglorious well nigh half 

Th* angelic name, and thinner left the throng 

Of his adorers. He, to be aveng*d. 

And to repair his numbers thus impair'd ; 

Whether fuch virtue fpent of old now fail'd 145* 

More angels to create, if they at leafl • 

Are his created, or, to fpite us more. 

Determined to advance into our room 

A creature form'd of earth, and him endow, 

Exahed from fo bafe original ! 150 

With heav*nly fpoils ; our fpoils. What he decreed, 

He effei^ed ; man he made, and for him built 

Magnificent this world, and earth his fear. 

Him lord pronounc'd ; and, O indignity 1 

Subjected to his fervice angel- wings, i^^ 

\Mnd jBaming miniflers» to waXch) ^TA\.^tA 
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Their earthy charge. Of thefe the vigilance 

I dread ; and to elude, thus wrap'd in mifl: 

Of midnight vappur glide obfcure, and pry 

In every buih, and brake, where hap may jfind id6 

The fcrpent fleeping ; in whofe mazy folds 

To hide me, and the dark intent I bring. 

O foul defcent ! that I, who erft contended 

V^ ith Gods to fit the highefl, am now conllrain'd 

Into a bcafl ; and, mix*d with beftial (lime, i6jr 

This cfTcnce to incarnate, and iro-brute, 

That to the height of Deity afpit'd I 

But, what will not ambition, and revenge, 

Defcmd to \ Who afpires, muft down as low. 

As high he foar'd; obnoxious, firft or laft, 17a 

To baled things. Revenge, at firft though fweet, 

Bitter ere long, back on it felf recoils : 

Let it ; I reck not, fo it light well aim'd ! 

Since higher I fall fliort, on him who next 

Provokes my envy, this new favourite 175: 

or heav'n, this man of clay, fon of defpite, 

Whom, us the more to fpite, his Maker rais'd 

From duft ; fpite then with fpite is beft repaid. 

So faying, through each thicket, dank or dry, 
Like a bmck mift low creeping, he held on 180 

His midnight fearch, where fooncft he might find 
The ferpent. Him faft fleeping foon he found 
In labyrinth of many a round felf-rowi*d : 
His head the midft, well-ftor'd with fubtle wiles : 
Not yet in horrid (hade, or difmal den, 185 

Kor nocent yet ; but, on the graffy herb, 
Fearlefs unfcar*d he flept. In at his mouth 
The devil enter*d ; and his brutal fenfe, 
Jn hesrt or head, pofTefling, foon infpir*d 
Wlih ad inteJiigemial : but, his flfttia 190 
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Difturb'd not, waiting clofe th' approach of mom. 

Now, when as facred light began to dawn 
In Eqen on the humid flow'rs, that breath 'd 
Their morning incenfe, when all things that breathe, 
From th' earth's great altar fend up filent praiie ipj 
To the Creator, and his noflrils fill 
With grateful fmcil, forth came the human pair. 
And joln'd their vocal worfhip to the choir 
Of creatures wanting voice : that done, partake * 
The feafon, prime of fweeteft fccnts, and airs : aoQ 
Then commune, bow that day they beft may ply 
Their growing work, for much their work out-grew 
The hands difijatch of two, gardening Co wide, 
And Eve firic to her husband thus l^gan. 

Adam ! well may we labour dill to drefs ' 105 
This garden, ftill to tend plant, herb, and flowV, 
Our pleafant taflc injoin*d ; but 'till more hands 
Aid US', the work under our labour grows 
Luxurious by redraint : what we by day 
Lop over-grown, or prune, or prop, or bind, 210 
One night or two with wanton growth derides, 
Tending to wild. Thou therefore now advife. 
Or hear what to my mind firft thoughts preftnt : 
Let us divide our labours : thou, where choice 
Leads thee, or where moft needs, whether to wind 
The woodbine round this arbour, or dire<ft 2i<J 

The clafping ivy where to climb : while I, 
In yonder fpring of rofes intermix'd 
With myrtle, find what to redrefs 'till noon. 
For, while fo near each other thus all day 22a 

Our tafk we chufe, what wonder if fo near 
Looks intervene, and fmiies, or objedl new 
Cafual difcourfe draw on ; Vi\iicYv \i^^ttwx% 
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Our day's work ; brought to little, though begun 
Early, and th' hour of fupper comes un-earn'd. 225 

To whom mild anfwer Adam thus rcturn'd. 
Sole Eve, alTociate fble, to me beyond 
Compare, above all living creatures dear ! 
Well haft thou motion'd, well thy thoughts employ'd^ 
How we might beft fulfil the work, which here 230 
God hath aflign'd us ; nor of me (haJt pafs 
Unprais'd : f<jr nothing lovelier can be found 
In womaut than to ftudy houfhold good ; 
And good works in her husband to promote. 
Yet not fo ftridtly hath our Lord impos'd 235 

Labour, as to debar us when we need 
Refrefliment, whether food, or talk between. 
Food of the mind, or this fweet intercourfe 
Of looks, and fmiles : for, fmiles from reafbn flow. 
To brute deny'd, and are of love the food ; 240 

Love, not the loweft end of human life. 
For, not to irkfome toil, but to delight 
He made us, and delight to reafon join*d. 
The paths, and bow'rs, doubt not but our joint-hands 
Will keep from wiJdcrnefs with eafe, as wide 245* 
As we need walk : *till younger hands ere-long 
AfEft us. But, if much converfe perhaps 
Thee fatiate, to Ihort abfence I could yield ; 
For fblitude fometimes is beft fociety. 
And fliort retirement urges fweet return. 250 

But, other doubt pofleftes me ; left harm 
Befall thee, fevered from me : for, thou know'ft 
What hath been warn*d us, what malicious foe 
Envying our happinefs, and of his own 
Defpairing, feeks to work us woe and (hamc, 255: 

By ily aflauit : and fomewhere nigh at hand 
IVatches, no doubt, with greedy Vvo^t v» 1iv;d 
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His wifb, and befl advantage, us afunder : 

Hopelefs to circumvent us join*d, where each 

To other fpeedy aid might lend at need. 260 

"Whether his firft defign be to withdraw 

Our fealty from God ; or to difturb 

Conjugal love ; than which perhaps no blifs 

Enjoy^ by us excites his envy more i 

Or this, or worfe, leave not the faithful fide 26^ 

That gave thee being, ftili fhades thee, and proteds. 

The wife, where danger, or difhonour lurks, 

Safeft, and feemlieft by her husband ftays. 

Who guards her, or with her the worft endures. 

To whom the virgin-majefty of Eve, 270 

As one who loves, and fbme unkindnefs meets^ 
With fweet auftere compofure thus reply 'd. 

Off-spring of heav'n, and earth, and all earth's 
That fuch an enemy we have, who fceks [Lord ! 
Our ruin, both by thee informed I learn, 275" 

And from the parting angel over-heard ; 
As in a (hadowy nook I ftood behind, 
Juft then returned at (hut of ev'ning fiow'rs. 
But, that thou fhould'ft my firmnefs therefore doubt 
To God, or thee, becaufe we have a foe 28Q 

May tempt it, I expe<5led not to hear. 
His violence thou fear'ft not, being fuch 
As we, not capable of death, or pain. 
Can either not receive, or can repel. 
His fraud is then thy fear ; which plain infers 285" 
Thy equal fear, that my firm faith, and love 
Can by his fraud be fhaken, or feduc'd : 
Thoughts ! which how found they harbour in thybreaft, 
Adam ! mif-thought of her to thee fo d&vii 
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To whom with licaling words Adam reply *d. 290 
Daughter of God, and man, immortal Eve I 
For iuch thou art; from fin, and blame, entire: 
Not diffident of thee do I difluade 
Thy abfence from my fight ; but, to avoid 
Th* attempt it felft intended by our foe. ap^ 

For, he who tempts, though in vain, at leaft afper&s 
The tempted with difhonour foul ; fup|)os*d 
Not incorruptible of faith, not proof 
Again ft temptation. Thou thy feif with fcorn. 
And anger would'ft relent the oiSfer'd wrong, 30O 

Though in-efre<ftual found : mif-deem not then, 
. If fuch affront I labour to avert 
From thee alone, which on us both at once 
The enemy, though bold, will hardly dare; 
Or daring, firft on me th* aflfauk (hall light. 305 

Nor thou his malice, and falfe guile, contemn 2 
Subtle he needs muft be, who could (educe 
Angels : nor thinic fuperfluous other aid. 
I, from the influence of thy looks, receive 
Accefs in every virtue; in thy fight 31Q 

More wife, more watchful, ftronger, if need were 
Of outward ftrength, while fhame, thou looking on, 
Shame to be overcome, or over-reach*d. 
Would utmoft vigour raile, and rais'd unite. 
Why lhould*ft not thou like fenfe within thee feel 
When I am prefent, and the trial chufe 31^ 

With me, beft witnefs of thy virtue try*d t 

So fpake domeftic Adam in his care. 
And matrimonial love : but Eve, who thought 
Lefs attributed to her faith fincere, 320 

Thus her reply with accent fwect renew'd. 

If this be our coudiuon, t\i>\% \o Awtll 
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In narrow circuit, ftraiten'd by a foe. 

Subtle, or violent, we not enduM 

Single with like defence, where-cver met; 325* 

How are we happy^ ftill in fear of harm ? 

But, harm precedes not fin : onJy our foe 

Tempting, affronts us with his foul eftecm 

Of out integrity t — ■ his foul clleem 

Sticks no dilhonour on our front, but turns 330 
Foul on himfelf : then wherefore fhunn*d> or fear*d, 
By us ? who rather double honour gain 
From his furmile prov'd falfe ; find peace within, 
Favour from heav'n» our witnefs, from th* event. 
And what is faith, love, virtue un-affay'd 335: 

Alone, without exterior help fuilain'd ! ^ 

Let us not then fufpe^ft our happy (tate ^ 

Left Co imperfect by the Maker wife, 
As not fecure to fingle, or combin*d : 
Frail is our happinefs, if this be fo, 340 

And £d£N were no £DfiN» thus expos'd* 

To whom thus Adam fervently reply 'd. 
O woman ! beft are all things as the will 
Of G o D ordain*d them : His creating hand 
Nothing imperfe^, or deficient, left 34 j 

Of all that he Created ; much lefs man, 
Or ought that might his happy fiate fecure* 
Secure from outward force j within himfelf 
The danger lies, yet lies within his pow*r j 
Againft his will he can receive no harm : 3^0 

But, CoD left free the will: for, what obeys 
Kealbn, is free ; and rcafbn he made right : 
But, bid her well beware, and itiil credt ; 
Left by fome fair appearing good furpri2*d, 
She diilarc fallc ; and mif-infbrm the will ^ff 

To do what God cxprcfly haiti fot\i\vi* 
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Not then miftruft, but tender love, injoins 

That I fliould mind thee oft ; and mind thou me I 

Firm we lubfift, yet pofTible to fwerve ; 

Since rcafon not impofTible may meet 360 

Some fpecious obje^fl, by the foe fuborn*d ; 

And fail into deception unaware. 

Not keeping flri<5teft watch, as ihe was watnM. 

Seek not temptation then,* which to avoid 

Were better ; and mod likely, if from mc 3(^5 

Thou fever not ; trial will come un-lbught. 

Would'ft thou approve thy conftancy ? Approve 

Firft thy obedience : th' other who can know, 

Not feeing thee attempted f who atteft ? 

But, if thou think trial un-fbught may find 370 

W both fccurer, than thus warnM thou feem'ft — 

Go ! for thy (lay, not free, ablenls thee more : 

Go in tliy native innocence ! rely 

On what thou haft of virtue ; fummon all ! ' 374 

For God towards thee hath done his part, do thine. 

So fpakc the patriarch of mankind ; but E VE 
Pcrliilcd, yet fubmifs, though laft, reply*d. 

With thy permiffion then, and thus fbrewam'd. 
Chiefly by what thy own laft reafbniag words 
Touched only ; that our trial, when leaft fought, 38a 
May find us both perhaps far lefs prepared. 
The wiiliuger I go : nor much expedc 
A foe fo proud will firft the weaker (eek j 
So bent, tlie more ihall fliame him his repulfe. 

Thus faying, from her husband's hand her hand 
Soft ftie withdrew ; and like a wood-nymph light 386 
Oread, or Dryad, or of Delia's train. 
Betook her to the groves ; but D Elian's felf . ;. 
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In gait furpais*d, and Goddefs-Jikc deport : 

Though not, as Ihe, with bow and quiver arm'd ; gpo 

But with fach gard'ning-tools as art, yet rude, 

Guiltlcfs of fire had form'd, or angels brought. 

To Pales, or Pomona, thus adorn 'd, 

Likelieft (he fcem'd, Pomona, when ftie fled 

V E R T u M N u s, or to C E R E s in her prime, 39 j 

Yet virgin of Proserpina from Jove. 

Her long with ardent look his eye purfu'd 

Delighted ! but deiired more her itay. 

oft he to her his charge of quick return 

Repeated ; (he to him as oft cngag'd 400 

To be returned by noon amid the bow'r ; 

And all things in bcft order to invite 

Noontide repaid, or afternoon's rcpofe. 

O much deceived, much failing, haplefs Eve ! 

Of thy prefum'd return ! event perverfe 1 , 405 

Thou never from that hour in Paradiie 

Found'ft either fweet repalf, or found rcpofe ! 

Such ambulh, laid among Iweet flow'rs and (hades. 

Waited with heljilh rancor imminent 

To intercept thy way, or fend thee back 410 

Defpoii*jd of innocence, of faith, of blifs 1 

For now, and Ance (irft break of dawn, the fiend, 

Mere ferpent in appearance, forth was come ; 

And 00 bis queft, where likelieR he might find 

The only two of mankind ; but, in them 41 j 

The whole included race, his purpos'd prey. 

In bow'r and field he (ought, where any tuft 

of grove, or garden-plot more pleafant lay, 

Their tqndencc or plantation for delight, 

By fountain, or by (hady rivulet. 420 

He foui>ht them both, but wifh'd his hap might find 

Eve fcparatc : he wifh'd, but not with hope 

Of what fo fcldom chanc*d : whca to l\U w'vO\^ 

1 
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Beyond his hope, Eve feparate he fpies, 

Veird in a cloud of fragrance, where (he ftoody 425 

Half-fpy'd, Co thick the rofes bufhing round 

About her glow'd ; half-ftooping to fupport 

Each flow'r offender ftalk, whofe head though gay 

Carnation, purple, azure, or fpeck'd with gold, 

Mung drooping un-fuftain*d : them fhe up.ftays 430 

Gently with myrtle-band ; mindleis the while 

Her felf, though faircrt un-fupportcd flowV, 

From her bed prop Co far, and ftorm (6 nigh ! 

Nearer he.drew, and many a walk travers'd 

Of ftatclieft covert, cedar, pine, or palm ; 43^ 

Then voluble, and bold ; now hid, how feen. 

Among thick- woven arborets, and flow'rs, 

Im-border*d on each bank, the hand of E ve : 

Spot more delicious ! than thofe gardens feign'd 

Or of revivM Adonis; or renown'd 440 

Alcinous, hoft of old Laertes' fon; 

Or iliat, not myftic, where the fapient king 

Held dalliance with his fair Ale yptian fpouie. 

Much he the place admir'd, the perlbn more : 

As one who Jong in populous city pent, 445" 

Where houfes thick, and fewcrs, annoy the air, 

Forih-ilTuing on a fummer's morn, to breathe 

Among the pleafant villages, and farms 

AJjoinM, from each thing met conceives delight; 

The fmell of grain, or tedded graft, or kine, 450 

Or dairy, each rural fight, each rural (bund : 

If chance, wiih nymph-like ftep, hit virgin paft, 

A\'hat pleadng feem'a, for her now pleafes more j 

She moft, and in her looks fums all delight : 

Such plcal'iire took the feipent to behold 4jy 

This How'ry plat, the fweet recefs of Eve 

Thus early, thus alone. Her heav'nly form 

Aijqdic, but more foft, ai\d feminine. 
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Her graceful innocence, her every air 
of gelturc, or Iea(t adtion, over-avv*d 460 

His malice, and, with rapine fivcet, l>ereav*d 
His fiercenefs of the fierce intent it brought. 
That fpace the evil one abftra(Sed flood 
From his own evil, and for the lime rcmaiaM 
Stupidly good ; of enmity difarm'd, 465: 

Of guile, of hate, of envy, of revenge. 
But, the hot hell that always in him burns. 
Though in mid-heav*n, fbon ended his delight ; 
And tortures him now more, the more he Ices 1 
Of pleafure, not for him ordainM : then, foon 470 
Fierce hale he recollc(51s, and all his thoughts 
Of mifchicf, gratulating, thus excites. 

Thoughts, whither have ye led me ! with what fwcttt 
Compulfion thus tranfportcd, to forgot 474 

^Vhat hither brought us ! hate, not love ; nor hope 
Of Paradife for hell, hope here to tafte 
of pleafure ; but, all pleafure to dcflroy. 
Save what is in deflroying ;' other joy 
To me is loft ! Then, let me not let pafs 
Occafion, which now (iniles. Behold alone 480 

The woman, opportune to all attempts ! 
Her husband, for I view far round, not nigh, 
"Whofe higher inlelic<flual more I fhun, 
And ftreiigth, of courage hauqhiy, and of lirub 
Heroic built, though of terreltrial mold ; /^^y 

Foe not informidable ! exempt from wound : 
I not r fo much hath hell debasM, and pain 
InfceblcJ'^cne, to what I was in hcav'n ! 
She fair, divinely fair ! fit love for Gods ! 
Not terrible : though terror be in love, 490 

And beauty, not approached by ftronger hate ; 
Hate, Itrungcr unclcr ihcw of love ^^\V 'iC\'^-\\ 
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The way which to her ruin now I tend. 

So fpake the enemy of mankind, inclosM 
In ferpcnt, inmate bad ! and toward Eve 495 

AddrefsM his way : not with indented wave. 
Prone on the ground, as fince ; but on his rear. 
Circular bafc of rifing folds, that tower'd 
Fold above fold, a furging maze ! his head 
Crefted aloft, and carbuncle his eyes ; 50Q 

With burnifh'd neck of verdant gold, ereft 
Amidft his circling fpires, that on the grafs 
Floated redundant : oleafing was his fliape. 
And lovely ! never fince of ferpent-kina 
Lovelier ; not rhofe that in I L L Y R i A changM 50J 
Hermione, and Cadmus ; or the God 
In Epidaurus: nor, to which transforrti'd 
Ammonian Jove, or Capitoline wasfeenj 
He, with Olympia s ; this, with her who bore 
S c I p I o, the height of R o M E. With irad oblique 
At firft, as one who fought accefs, but fear'd 5 1 x 

To interrupt* fide-long he works his way : 
As when a (hip, by (kilful fteers-man wrought 
Migh river's mouth, or fore-land, where the wind 
Veers oft, as oft fo fteers, and fhifts her fail : ji^ 
So vary'd he, and of his tortuous train 
CurPd many a wanton wreath, in fight of E VE, 
To lure her eye. She bufied, heard the found 
Of rufling leaves, but minded not, as us'd 
To fuch difport before her through the field, f 20 

From every beaft ; more duteous at her call, 
Than at Circe AN call the herd difguis'd. 
He, bolder now, un-call'd before her flood ; 
But, as in gaze admiring : oft he bow'd 
His turret crcft, and fleek-enamel'd neck, 5-25- 

Fawning; and lick'd the g^cound v^Vkct^oxv (S^a vxsii * ■ 
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His gentle dumb exprcffion turnM at Jength 
The eye of E v e, to mark his play : he, glad 
Of her attention gain*d, with ferpcnt-tongoc 
Organic, or impuJfcof vocal air, 5-30 

His fraudulent temptation thus began. 

Wonder not, (bv'rclgn miftrcft ! if perhaps 
Thou canft, who art fble wonder v mr.ch Jcfs arm 
Thy looks, the heaven of mildnefs, with difdain, 
Difpleas*d that I approach thee thus, and gaze 535 
Infatiate; I thus iingle; nor have fear'd 
Thy awful brow, more awful thus rctir'd. 
Faircft refemblance of thy Maker fair ! 
Thee all things living gaze on, all things thine 
By gift, and thy cceleftial beauty adore, 5*40 

"With raviftiment beheld ! there beft beheld, 
Where univcrfally admir'd ; but, here 
In this inciofure wild, thcfe beafts among, 
Beholders rude, and fhallow to difcern 
Half what in thee is fair, one man except, 5-45: 

Who fees thee ? and, what is one ! who Ihouldfl be Icen 
A Gbddefs among Gods, ador'd, and ferv*d 
By angels numberlefs, thy daily train. 

So glozM the tempter, and his proem tun'd : 
Into the heart of E v E his words made way, 5'5-o 

Though at the voice much marvelling : at length. 
Not un-amaz'd, ihe thus in anlwcr fpakc. 

What may this mean ? Language of man pronounc'd 
By tongue of brute, and human icnfe exprcfs'd I 
1 he Hrlt, at Icait, of thefe I thought deny'd 55:5- 

To beads i whom God, on their creation-day. 
Created mute to all articulate found : 
The latter I demur ; for, in their lQok& 
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Much rcafon, and in their adions, oft appears. 

Thee, lerpent, fubtiril bcail of all the 6eJd 560 

I knew ; but not with human voice indu'd. 

Redouble then this miracle, and fay. 

How cam'ft ihou fpcakable, of mute ; and how 

To me ib friendly grown above the reft 

Of brutal kind, that daily are in .fight ? ^6^ 

Say ! lor, fuch wonder claims attention due. 

To whom the guileful tempter thus reply *d : 
Emprefs of this fair world, reJplendent Eve 1 
Eafy to me it is to tell thee all 569 

What thou command'ft ; and right thou fhouldft be 
1 was at firft as other beafts, that graze [obey'd. 

The trodden herb, of abjed thoughts, and low. 
As was my food ; nor ought, but food, difccrn'd 
Or fex ; and apprehended nothing high. 
'Till on a day roving the field, I chanc'd 575 

A goodly tree far-diftant to behold, 
Loaden with fruit of fairell colours raix'd. 
Ruddy and gold : I nearer drew, to gaze ; 
When from the boughs a favoury odour blown, 
Grateful to appetite I more pleas*d my fenfe 5-80 

Than fmell of fweeteft fenel, or the teats 
Of ewe, or goat, dropping with milk at ev'n, 
Unfuck'd of lamb, or kid, that tend their play. 
To fatisfy the Iharp delire I had 
Of tafting thofe fair apples, I refolv'd 585- 

Not to defer : hunger, and thirft, at once, 
Powerful perfuaders ! quicken 'd at the fcent 
of that alluring fruit, urg'd me fo keen. 
About the moflTy trunk 1 wound me foon ; 
For, high from ground, the branches would require 
Thy utmoft reach, or Adam's ; round the tree jpi 
AJJ other beafis that faw, with like defirc . 
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Longing, and envying flood, but could not reach. 
Amid the tree now got, where plenty hung 
Tempting fo nigh, to pluck, and eat my fill j'p^ 
I fpar'd not ; for, fuch pleafure 'till that hour, 
At feed, or fountain, never had I found ! 
Sated at length, ere-long I might perceive 
Strange alteration in me, to degree 
Of reafon in my inward powVs ; and (peech 600 

"Wanted not long ; though to this fliape retain'd. 
. Thenceforth to fpeculations high, or deep, 
I turn*d my thoughts ; and, with capacious mind, 
Confider'd ail things vifible in hcav'n, 
Or earth, or middle ; all things fair, and good 2 6oj, 
But, all that fair, and good, in thy divine 
Semblance, and in thy beauty's heav*nly ray. 
United I beheld : no fair to thine 
Equivalent, or fecond I which compel I'd 
Me thus, though importune perhaps, to come 6io 
And gaze, and worlhip thee, of right declar'd 
Sov'reign of creatures, univerlal dame ! 

So talk'd the fpirited fly fnake : and Eve, 
Yet more amaz'd, unwary thus reply 'd. 

S E R p E N T ! thy over-praifing leaves in doubt 6 1 § 
The virtue of that fruit, in thee firft prov'd. 
But fay, where grows the tree ? from hence how far ? 
For many are the trees of God that grow 
In Paradife, and various, yet unknown 
To us ; in fuch abundance lies our choice, 620 

As leaves a greater (lore of fruit untouch'd : 
Still hanging incorruptible, till men 
Grow up to their proviiion, and more hands 
Help to dif burden nature of her birth. 
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To whom the m\y adder, blithe, and glad. 62$ 
Emprefs ! the way is ready, and not long ; 
Beyond a row of myrtles, on a flat, 
Fail by a fountain, one fmall thicket paft 
Of blowing myrrh, and balm : if thou accept 
My condufl, I can bring thee thither fbon. 630 

Lead then, faid Eve. He leading fwiftly rowrd 
In tangles, and made intricate fccm ftrait, 
To mi (chief fwift : hope elevates, and joy 
Brightens his creft : as when a wandVing fire, 
Compa(ft of un^uous va[X)ur, which the night ^35* 
Concienfes, and the cold invirons round, 
Kindled through agitation to a llame, 
Which oft, they fay, Omc evil fpirit attends. 
Hovering, and blazing with dclufivc light, ^39 

Mif-leads ih* amaz'd night-wanderer from his way, 
Through bogs, and mires, and oft thro' pond, or pool ; 
There fvvallowM up, and loft, from fuccour far I 
So gliftcr'J the dire fnakc, and into fraud 
Led E V F, our credulous mother, to the tree 
Of prohlbriion, root of all our woe I 645* 

Which when (he law, thus to her guide fhe fpake. 

Serpent ! re might have fpar'd our coming hither, 
Fruitlefs to me, though iruit be here t' excefs : 
The credit of whofc virtue reft with thee ; 
WondVous indeed, if caule of fuch clfe<as ! 650 

But, of this tree we nuy not taftc, nor touch; 
God fo commanded ; and left that command 
Sole daughter of his voice : the reft, we live 
Law to our felves ; our reafon is our law. 

To whom. the tempter guilefully reply 'd. 6j;^ 

Tndecd I Hath God then VavA iVv^t. of the fruit 
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of all thefe garden-trees ye (hall not eat. 
Yet lords declarM of all in earth, or air ? 

To whom thus Eve, yet finlefs. Of the fruit 
Of each tree in the garden we may cat ; 660 

But, of the fruit of this fair tree, amidft 
The garden, God hath faid. Ye fhail not cat 
Thereof, nor fhall ye touch it, left yc die. 

She (carce had faid, tho* brief, when now more bold 
The tempter, but, with fhew of zeal, and love 66$ 
To man, and indignation at his wrong, 
New part puts on ; and, as to paffion mov'd, 
Flu(ftuates difturb'd, yet comely, and in adt 
Rais'd, as of fome great matter to begin. 
As when of old fome orator renown'd, 6jo 

In Athens, or free R o m e, where eloquence 
Flourifh'd, fincc mute ! to fljme great caufc addrefs'd, 
Stood in himfelf colle«5led ; while each part. 
Motion, each adt-, won audience, ere the tongue ; 
Sometimes in height began, as no delay 675* 

Of preface brook ing» through his zeal of right : 
So, Itanding, moving, or to height up-grown. 
The tempter all im-paffion'd, thus began. 

O SACRED, wile, and wifiiom-giving plant, 
Mother of fcience ! now I feel thy pow'r 6S0 

Within me clear ; not only to difcern 
Things in their caufes, but to trace the \vays 
Of higheft agents, dcem'd however wile. 
Queen of this univerfe ! do not believe 
Thofe rigid threats of death : yc fliall not die : 68^ 
How fliould ye? by the fruit ? it gives you life 
To knowledge : by the threatner I LoqVl wi 'TCv^^ 
Mc J who have touch'd, anA ufteA \ ^cx\:j«Cck\v^^> 
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And life more perfect have attain *d thai? fete 
Meant me, by venturing higher than my lot. 6po 
Shall that be ihut to man, which to the bealt 
Is open ? Or will God incenfe his ire 
For I'uch a petty trcfpafs I and not praife 
Rather your daunilels virtue, whom the pain 
Of death denoup.c'd, whatever thing death be, ^pj 
Deter'd not from atchieving what might lead 
To happier life, knowledge of good, and evil ' 
Of good, how juft ? of evil, if what is evil. 
Be real, why not known, lincc ealier Ihunn'd ? 
God therefore cannot hurt ye, and be juft : 700 

Not juft, not God ; not fear'd then, nor obcy'd : 
Your fear it feif of death removes the fear. 
"Why then was this forbid ? Why, but to awe ; 
"Why, but to keep yc low, and ignorant. 
His worfhippcrs : He knows that in the day 705 

You cat thereof, your eyes, that (ecm Co clear, 
Yet are but dim, /hall perfecflly be then 
Open'd, and clear'd : and ye fhall be as Goi^s, 
Knowing both good, and evil, as they know. 
That ye /hall be as Gods, fince I as man, 710 

Internal man, is but proportion meet : 
I of brute, human ; ye of human, Gods. 
So ye (hall die perhaps, by putting off 
Human, to put on Gods ; death to be wifli'd, 714 
Tho' threatened, which no worfe than this can bring ! 
And what are Gods, that men may not become 
As they, participating god-like food f 
The Gods are firft, and that advantage ufc 
On our belief, that all from them proceeds : 
1 queftion it ! for this fair earth I fee, 720 

"Warm'd by the fun, producing every kind ; 
Them, nothing : if they all things, who in-clos*d 
Xaowledge of good, and ev\\^ m \.Vv\% twe. 
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That whofo eat thereof, forthwith attains- 
Wifdom without their leave ? and wherein lies 72 y 
Th' offcnfe, that man (hould thus attain to know ? 
What can your knowledge hurt him, or this tree 
Impart againft his will, if all be his ? '. 

Or is it envy ? And can envy dwell 
In heav'nly breads ? — Thefe, ihefe, and many more 
Caufes, import your need of this fair fruit : 731 

Goddefs humane, reach thtn, and fireely taite ! 

H E ended ; and his words, replete with guile, 
Into her heart too eafy entrance won : 
FixM on the fruit fhc gaz'd, which to behold 735 
Might tempt alone : and in her ears the found 
Yet rung of his perfuafive words, impregn'd 
"With reafon, to her (eeming, and with truth : 
Mean- while the hour of noon drew on, and wak'd 
An eager appetite, rais'd by the fmcll 740 

So favoury of that fruit j which with defire, 
Inclinable now grow-n to touch, or tafte, 
Sollicited her longing eye : yet firft 
Pauling a while, thus to her fclf Ihe mus'd. 

Great are thy virtues, doubtlefs, bcft of fruits 1 745 
Though kept from man, and worthy to be admir'd ; 
"Whofe tafte, too long forborn, at firft aflay 
Gave elocution to the mute, and taught 
The tongue not made for fpeech, to (beak thy praife. 
Thy praife he alfo, who forbids thy ufe, 750 

Conceals not from us, naming thee the Tree 
Of knowledge ; knowledge both of good, and evil : 
Forbids us then to tafte ! But, his forbidding 
Commends thee more, while it infers the good 
By thee communicated, and our want : i^^ 

For, good un-known, fure U i\oi W'^ \ o\ V-a.^^ 
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And yet unknown, is as not had at all. 

In plain then, what forbids he but to know» 

Forbids us good, forbids us to be wife ? 

Such prohibitions bind not. — But, if Death y6o 

Bind us with aftcr*bands, what profits then 

Our in-ward freedom ? In the day we cat 

of this fair fruit, our doom is, we (hall die. — 

How dies the ferpent ? he bath cat'n, and lives. 

And knows, and fpeaks, and reaibns> and difccrDS ; 

Irrational, 'till then. For us alone j66 

Was death invented ? or, to us deny'd 

This intellectual food, for bcafts rcierv'd ? 

For beads it feems ! yet, that one bead which firft 

Hath taftcd, envies not ; but, brings with joy 770 

The good befallen him ; author un-fufpcd. 

Friendly to man, far from deceit, or guile. 

What fear I then / rather, what know to fear 

Under this ignorance of good, and evil. 

Of God, or Death, of law, or penalty ? 775- 

Here grows the cure of all, this fruit divine ! 

Fair to the eye, inviting to the tafte. 

Of virtue to make wife ! what hinders then 

To reach, and feed at once both body, and mind f 

So faying, her rafh hand in evil hour 780 

Forth-reaching to the fruit, fhe pluck'd, (he eat ! 
£arth felt the wound ; and nature from her feat. 
Sighing through all her works, gave (ign of woe 
That all was loft. Back to the thicket flunk 
The guilty ferpent : and well might : for Eve 
Intent now wboily on her talte, nought clfe 7S6 

Regarded ; fuch delight 'till then, as fecm'd. 
In fruit flie never tafted, whether true. 
Or fancy'd fo, through expcdlation high 

owkd^c ; nor was GoJ-head from her thought. 
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Greedily (he ingorg'd without reftraint ; 791 

And knew not eating Death ! Satiate at length. 
And heightened as with wine, jocund, aiKl boon, 
Thus to her felf (he pleaiingly began. 

Osov'itKiGN, virtuous, precious of ill trees 795: 
In Paradifc ! of operation blcft 
To fapience I hitherto obfcur'd> in-fam^d. 
And thy fair fruit kit ha*>g, as to no end 
Created : but, henceforth my early care, 
Not without fong, each morning, and due praife. 
Shall tend thee, and the fertil burden eafe 80 1 

Of thy full branches^' ofTer'd free to ail : 
'Till dieted by thee, I grow mature 
In knowledge, as the Gods, who ail things know ; 
Though others envy what they cannot give : 80^ 
For, had the gift been theirs, it had not here 
Thus gjrown. Experience, ntxt, to thee 1 owe, 
Bell guide ! not following thee. I had remained 
In ignorance ; thou open*ft wildam's way, 
And giv'll accels, though iecret (lie retire, 810 

And I perhaps am fecnst : heav'n is high. 
High, and remote to fee from thence diilindt 
Each thing on earth ; and other care, perhaps, 
May have diverted ifrom continual snatch 
Our great Forbidder, fafe with all his (pies 815 

About him. — But, to Adam in whw fort 
Shall I appear? (hall I to him make known 
As yet my change, and give him to partake 
Full happinefs with me? or rather not j 
But keep the odds of knowledge in my pow'r 820' 
Without co-partner? fo to add what wants 
In female (ex, the more to draw his love. 
And render me more equal; and perha^^ 
A thing not un*dcfirable, foiivcume 
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Superior : for inferior, who is free ? 82 J 

This may be welJ — But, what if God have fcen, 

And Death enfue ? Then I fhall be no more ! 

And Adam, wedded to another £ve» 

Shall live with her enjoying, I extindt ; 

A death to think I Confirmed then I refolvc, 830 

Adam (hall (hare with me in blifs, or woe : 

So dear I love him, that with him, all deaths 

I could endure ; without bim, live no life. 

S o (aying, from the tree her flep (he turn'd ; 
But firft low reverence done, as to the Pow'r 83^ 
That dwelt within ; whofe prefence had infus'd 
Into the plant fcicntial fap, deriv'd 
From nedlar, drink of Gods. Adam the while. 
Waiting defirous her return, had wove 
Of choiceft flow'rs a garland, to adorn 840 

Her treHes, and her rural labours crown : 
As reapers oft are wont their harvell-queen. 
Great joy he promis'd to his thoughts, and new 
Solace in her return, Co long delayed : 
Yet oft his heart, divine of fomething ill, 845 

Mifgave him ; he the fault'ring meafure felt ;. 
And forth to meet her went, the way (he took 
That morn, when firft they parted. By the tree 
Of knowledge he muft pafs ; there he her met. 
Scarce from the tree returning : in her hand Sjo 

A bough of fairefl fruit, that downy fmil'd, 
I^ew gather'd, and ambrodal fmell di£fus'd. 
To him (he hafted ; in her face excufe 
Came prologue, and apology too prompt ; 85-4 

Which, with bland words at will, (he thus addrefs'd. 

Hast thou not wonder'd, Adam, at mv ftay f 
Thee I have mifs'd, and \\\o^3^^v \\V«i%» ic^wra: ■ 
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Thy prefence ; agony of love ! *till now 

Not felt, nor i]M be twice; for, never more 

Mean 1 to try, what ra(h un-try*d I ibuglH, S6o 

The pain of abfence from thy Gght. Bqt ftrango 

Hath been the caufe, and wonderful to hciir. 

This tree is not, as wc arc told, a tree 

Of danger, tafted *, nor to evil un-known 

Op'ning the way ; but, of divine ^c^ i6f 

To open eyes, and make them Gods wlio tafte; 

And hath l>een tailed fuch. The ierpent wiie» 

Or not r€ftrain*d as we, or not obeying. 

Hath eaten of the fruit ; and is become 

Not dead, as we are threalen'd ; but, thencef()rth 

InduM with human voice, and human ienfe, 871 

Reafoning to admiration ! and with me 

Perfuafively hath fo prevailed, that I 

Have alfo taded, and have alio found 

Th* eflPeifts to correfpond : opener mine eyes, 875* 

Dim erlt ; dilated Ipirits, ampler heart, 

And growing up to Godhead : which for thee 

Chiefly I fought : without thee can dcfpife : 

For, blifs, as thou haft part, to me is blifs ; ,. , 

Tedious, un-fharM with thee, and odious foon. 88e 

Thou therefore alfo tafte, that equal lot 

^ay join us^ equal joy, as equal love : 

Left thou not taftiug, different degree 

Dis-join us, and I then too late renounce 

Deity for thee, when fate will not permit. 88^ 

Thus Eve with countenance blithe her ftory told > 
Bur, in lier cheek diftemper flufhing glow'd. 
')n th* other lide, Adam» loon as he heard 
Thp fatal trefpafs done by Kve, amazM, 
Aftonied ftood, and blank ! while horror chill 89c 
Ran through his veins, and all Vu%YYv\\\.^x^'»;!'^- 
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From his flack hand the garland wreath'd for £ v s 
Down drop'd, and all the faded roles ihed : 
Speechiefs he flood, and pale ! *till thos at length 
>ir(l to himfelf he inward lilcnce broke. 895 

O FAIREST of creatkxi ! laft and bcfl 
Of all God's works ! Creature, in whom excell'd 
"Whatever can to fight, or thought, be form'd 
Holy, divine, good, amiable, or fwect ! 
How art thou loft ! how on a fudden lofl, 90a 

Defac'd, deflower'd, and now to death devote ! 
Rather, how haft thou yielded to tranfgrefs 
The fkriA forbiddance ! how, to violate 
The facred fruit forbidd'n ! Some curfed fraad 
Of enemy hath bcguiPd thee, yet un-known ; 905 
And me with -thee hath ru'm'd : for, with thee 
Certain my refblution is to die ! 
How can I live without thee ! how forego 
Thy fweet converfe, and love, (6 dearly join'd, 
To Jive again in thefe wild woods forlorn I 910 

Should God create another Eve, and I 
Another rib afford, yet lofs of thee 
Would never from my heart ! no, no ! I feel 
The link of nature draw me : flefh of flefh. 
Bone of my bone thou art, and from thy flate 915 
Mine never (hall be parted, blifs or woe ! 

So having^faid, as one from fad difmay 
Re-comforted, and, after thoughts difturb'd. 
Submitting to what feem'd remedilefs. 
Thus in calm mood his words to Eve he tum'd. p20 

Bold deed thou haft prcfum'd, advent'roos Eve ! 
And peril great provok'd, who thus has dar'd, 
Had it been only coveun^ to t'^t 
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That facred fruit : facred to abftinence ; 

Much more to tafle it, under bann to touch. 925* 

But, pad who can recalJ, or done yn-do ! jT 

Kot God Omnipotent, not fate ! Yet Co 

Perhaps thou (halt not die, perhaps the fadt 

Is not fo heinous now, fore-tafted fruit, 

ProfanM firft by the ferpent, by him firft, 930 

Made common, and un-hallow'd, ere our tafte : 

Nor yet on him found deadly ; he yet lives -, 

Lives, as thou fald'ft ; and gains to live, as man, 

Higher degree of life : inducement flrong 

To us, as liltely tafting to attain 93f5' 

Proportional alcent ; which cannot be y- 

But to be Gods, or Angels, Demi-gOds. 

Nor can I think that God, Creator wife, 

Though threatning, will in earned lb deftroy 

Us, his prime creatures ; dignify'd fo liigh, 940 

Set over all his works ; which in our falJ, 

For us created, needs with us muft fail. 

Dependent made : (b G o D fliall uh- create, 

Be fruflrate, do, un-do, and labour lofe ; 

Not well conceived of Go d : who, tho* his pow'r ■ 

Creation could repeat, yet would be loth 94 5 

Us to abolifti ; left the adverlary 

Triumph and fay, " Fickle their ftate whom God . 

« Moft favours ! who can plcafe him long ? Me firft 

•* He ruin'd ; now mankind : whorh will he next ? " 

Matter of fcorn, not to be giv'n the foe. ^$ i 

However I with thee have lix'd my lot, 

Certain to undergo like doom : If death 

Conlbrt with thee, death is to me as life : 

So forcible within my heart, I feel 9^5 

The bond of nature draw me to my own ; 

My own in thee ! for, what thou art is mine : 

Our Hate cannot be feverM, >N'i ^\t vitvR^ 

S 1 ^^"^ 
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One fle(h ; to lofe thee were to Io(e my felf. 

So A D A M ; and thus £ v E to him reply'd. pdo 
O glorious trial of exceeding love, 
Illuiiriou3 evidence, example hish» 
Engaging me to emulate I but, Aiort 
of thy perfedUon, how (hall I attain, 
Adam ? from whole dear fide I boaft me fprung; 
And gladly of our union hear thee (f^eak, 966 

One heart, one Ibul in both ! whereof good proof 
This day affords ; declaring thee relblv'd, 
Eather than death, or ought than death more dread. 
Shall feprate us, link'd in love (b dear! 970 

To unclergo with me one guilt, one crimen 
If any be, of tailing this fair fruit : 
W^hofc virtue, for of good dill good proceeds, 
Dlrcdl, or by occafion, hath prcfented 
This happy trial of thy love ; which elfc 975 

So eminently never had been known. 
Were it I thought death menac'd would enfue 
fhis my attempt, I would fuftain alone 
■The word, and not perfuade thee ; rather die 
Dcierted, than oblige thee with a fid: 980 

Pernicious to thv peace ; chiefly, aHur'd 
Remarkably io late of thy fo true. 
So faithful love un-equal'd. But, I feel 
Far otherwife th* event, not death, but life 
Augmented ; open'd eyes, new hopes, new joys. 
Tartc fo divine ! that what of fwect before 98^ 

Hath touch'd my fenlc, flat feems to this, and harih. 
On my experience, Adam I freely tsiftc, 
And fear of death deliver to the winds. 

So fiylng, (he cmbrac'df Vvlm^ and foe by 99^ 

Tenderly wept ; much vjotv, xWVv^VaAw^ 
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Had fo en-noblcd, as of choice x' incur 

Divine difpicafure for her &ke, or death. 

In recompenie, for fuch compliance bad 

Such recomp^nfe bell merits, from the bough ppj 

She gave him of that fair-inticing fruit, 

With liberal hand : he fcruplcd not to cat, 

Againft his better knowledge 9 not deceived, 

But fondly overcome with female charm. 

Earth trembled from her entrails, as again, loco 

In pangs ; and nature gave a fccond groan : 

Sky lowV'd, and mutt*ring thunder, tome (ad drops 

Wept, at corapleating of the mortal fin 

Original! while Adam took no thought, 

Eating his fill ; nor Eve to iterate looj 

Her former trefpafs fear'd ; the more to fooih 

Him with her lovM (ociety : that now 

As with new wine intoxicated both, 

They fwim in mirth, and fancy that they feel 

Divinity within them breeding wings, 10 10 

Wherewith to fcorn the earth. But, that falfc fruit 

Far other operation firft difplay'd ! 

Carnal defire inflaming, he on Eve 

Began to cad lafcivious eyes ; (he him 

As wantonly repaid ; in lull they burn : loij 

*Till Apam thus 'gan £v£ to dalliance move. 

Eve 1 now I fee thou art exaA of tafte, 
And elegant, of fapicnce no fraall part ; 
Since to each meaning favour we apply, 
And palate call judicious : I the praile 1020 

Yield thee, (b well this day thou hail purvey'd. 
Much pleafure we have loll, while wc abflain'd 
Frojn this delightful fruit, nor known *till now 
True relifli, tailing : if fuch pleafure be 
In things to us forbidden, 'It migjit be ^^*d^ x^'ls 



2jr3 Pas^adiseLost. Book DC 

Fwir iJiis one Kce bid been (brbiddcD ten. 

But romc ! (b well rcfrc(h*d, now let as play. 

As meet ii, aftsrr fuch delicious fere : 

For, never did tby bcauiy, fince the day 

I faw thcrj fir!l, and wedded thee, adom'd IO30 

Wftli all pe ftdions, lb inHame my Icnfe 

Wirh ardour to enjoy thee ; fkirer now 

Than ever ; bounty of this virtuous tree I 

S o faid he, and forbore not glance, or toy 
Of amorous intent; well underftood •" lOJj 

Of Eve, whole eye darted contagious fire. 
H';r hand he fciz'd ;, and to a Ihady bank, 
Thicic over-head with verdant root imbowr'd. 
He Ird her nothing lo^h : flow'rs were the couch, 
Panfies, and violets, and afphodcl, 1040 

And hyacinth, eartii's frefheft Coffe^ lap. 
There they their fill of love, and love's difport 
Took largely ; of their mutual guilt the feaJ, 
The (blacc of their fin : 'till dewy fleep 
Oppreffe'd them, wesLry*d with their amorous play. 

Soon as the force of that fallacious fruit, 1046 
Tlmr with exhilarating vapour bland 
About their fpiriis had play*d, and inmoft powVs 
Made err, was now exhal'd ; and grofler fleep. 
Bred o{ unkindly fumes, with conkious dreams 1050 
Incumbered, now had left them ; up they rofe 
As from un-rcll : and each the other viewing, 
Sof)n found their eyes how open*d, and their minds 
How c'arkcn'd ! Innocence, that, as a veil, 
Had fiudow'd them from knowing ill, was gone ; 
Ju/t cnnHdence, and native rig]l\teoafnefs, 10 j6 

And honour, from about iVitnvx iv^c^\«Sx. 

To guilty /hamc ! he covci'A\ WiVaa io\>fe 
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Uncover'd more : fo rofe the D a n i t E ftrong, 
Herculean Samson, from the harlot-lap 
Of Philistean Dalilah; and wak'd lodi 
Shorn of his (Irengtb : they, deftitute, and bare 
Of all their virtue ! Silent, and in (ace 
Confounded, long they fat, as ftricken mute : 
'Till Adam, though no lefs than Eve abafh'd, jo6^ 
At length gave utterance to thefe words conilrain'J. 

O £ V B ! in evil hour thou didft give ear 
To that falle worm, of whomfbever taught 
To counterfeit man's voice : true in our fall, 
Falfe in. our promised rifing : fince our eyes 1070 
Opened we find indeed, and find we know 
Both good, and evil ! — good loft, and evil got ! — 
Bad fruit of knowledge, if this be to know. 
Which leaves us naked thus, of honour void, 
Of innocence, of faith, of purity, joyj 

Our wonted ornaments, now foil'd, and (lain*d ! 
And in our faces evident the (igns 
Of foul concupifcence ; whence evil (lore ; 
£v'n (hame, the lad of evils ; of the fird 
Be fure then ! — How (hall I behold the face 1080 
Henceforth of God, or angel, erft with joy 
And rapture lb oft beheld ? thofe heavenly Ihapes 
Will dazzle now this earthly, with their blaze 
Infufferably bright. O I might I here 
In (blitude live favage ; in fome glade 1085* 

Obfcur'd, where higheft woods, impenetrable 
To ftar, or fun-light, fpread their umbrage broad. 
And brown as evening ! Cover me, ye pines 1 
Ye cedars, with innumerable boughs 
riide me, where I may never fee Uxewv twjkxt. V — 
But, let us now, as in bad oW^t, ^«nv^^ ^^'=^^ 

What bed may for the preteut fe\M^ Vi\\v^^ ^ 
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The parts of each from other, th« fcem moft 

To (hame obnoxious, and unfeemiidl leen. 

SDtne tree, whofe broad fmooth leaves together A»w*d, 

And girded on our loins, may cover round 1096 

Thofe middle parts ; that this new-comer, (home. 

There (it not, and reproach us as unclean. 

So counfel'd he, and both together went 
Into the thick efl wood : there foon they chofe 1 100 
The fig-tree : not that kind for fruit renown'd ; 
But, fuch as at this day, to Indians known 
In Malabar, or Dec an, {preads her arms 
Branching fo broad, and long, that in the ground 
The bended twigs take root, and daughters grow 
About the mother-tree ; a pijlar'd (h:^ 1 10^ 

High overarched, and echoing walks between : 
There oft the Indian herdfman (hunning heat, 
Shelters in cool, and tends his pafturing herds 
At loop-holes cut thro' thickeft fhade. Thofe leaves 
They gather'd, bioad as Amazonian targe : mo 
And, with what (kill they had, together icfw'd, 
To f^ird their waift : vain covering, if to hide 
Their guilt, and dreaded ftame ! O ! how unlike 
To that firrt naked glory! fuch of late itij 

Columbus found th' American, fo girt 
With feathered cinAure -, naked el(e, and wild 
Among the trees, on ifles, and woody (hores* 
Thus fenc'd, and, as they thought, their ikame m part 
Gover'd, but not at re(i, or eafe of mind, 1 iiro 

They fat them down to weep. Nor only tears 
Rain'd at their eyes ; but high winds wonc wit-hin 
Began to rife, high paffions, anger, hate, 
Miflruft, fufpicion, difcord, and (hook lore 
Their inward ftate of mind ; calm region -ohce, Maj; 
And full of peace •, xk>w toft, ^aJi va\xvj\«iX. \ iji ; . 
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For, underfttnding ru^d not ; and the will 
Heard not her lore ! both in fubjc<ftion now 
To ienfual appetite, who from beneath 
Ufurping, over ibvVcign reafon claimM 1130 

Superior fway : from thus dtftempcr'd bread, 
Adam, eftrang'd in look, and altcr'd (lyle. 
Speech intermitted tbbs to £v« rene%TM. 

Would thou htdft hearktnM to my words, and ftay'H 
With me, as ! befoug^t thee, when that ftrange 1 13 j 
Defire of wand'ring, t!ris unhappy morn, 
I know not whence poffefsM thee ! We had them 
Remained ftill happy; not, as now, defpoilM 
Of all our good; ft»m'd, naked, mHcrablc— 1139 
Let none henceforth feek necdlefs caufe t' approve 
The faith they owe : wticn earneftly they ftck 
Such proof, conclude, they then begin to fail. 

To whom, foon mov'd with touch of blame, thos Evij 
What words have pafs'd thy lips, A D a w feverc ! 
Imput'ft diou that to my defirult, or will 1 14^ 

OfwandVing, as thou call'tt it, which, who knows 
But might as ill have happen*d, thou being by; 
Or to thy fctf perhaps : hadft thou been there, 
Or here th* attempt, thou cooid'ft not have difcern'd 
Fraud in the (erpent, (^leakixxg as he fpake ; 115^ 

Ko ground of enmity between us known, 
Why he fhould mean me ill, or feck to harm. 
Was I to have never parted from thy fide f 
As good have grown there ftill a lifelels rib ! 
Being as 1 am, why didft not thou, the head, 115* j 
X>)mmand me abfbltftefy not to go. 
Going into fuch danger, as thou faid'd ? 
Too feci] then, thoQ^idft hot much ^ain-^^ ^ 
Nay, dJd^ permit, approve, atiA fek ^\^roS&* 
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Hadft thou been firm, and fix'd, in thy difTenty 1 160 
Neither bad I uanfgrefs'd, nor thou with me. 

To whom, then firft incens'd, Adam reply'd : 
Is this the love, is this the recompenfe 
Of mine to thee, ingratefuJ EvB ! expreft 
Immutable, when thou wert loft, not I *, 1 165 

Who might have Jiv'd, and joy'd immortal blifs : 
Yet willingly chofe rather death with thee. 
And am I now upbraided, as the caufe 
Of thy tranfgrefling I — Not enough (cverc, 116^ 

It feems, in my reftraint 1 What could I more ? 

1 warn'd thee, I admonilh*d thee ; fore-told 

The danger, and the lurking enemy 

That lay in wait ; beyond this, had been force ; 

And force upon free-will hath here no place. 

But, confidence then bore thee on \ fecure 1 1 7 j 

Either to meet no danger, or to find 

Matter of glorious trial. And perhaps 

I alio err*d, in over-mujji admiring 

What (cem'd in thee ib perfeA, that I thought 

No evil duril attempt thee : but, I rue . 1 180 

That error now, which is become my crime ; 

And thou th' accufer ! — Thus it (hall befall 

Him, who to worth in womeji over-trufUng, 

(^ts her will rule : rcftraint fhe will not brook ; 

And left to hcrfclf, if evil thence enfue, i i8j 

She firft his weak indulgence will accuic. " 

Thus they in mutual accufation fpent 
The fruitlefs hours ; but neither felf-condemning : 
And of their vain conteft appeared no end. 

T'Ae end of the ninth Book. 
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The ARGUMENT. 

Mdns tranfgrejfion known^ the Guardian- Angels forfake 
Paradife, and return up to heaven to approve their vi- 
gilance ; and are approv^d^ God declaring that the 
entrance c/" Satan could not be by them prevented. He 
Jends his ion to judge the tranfgreffbrs ^ who defcends^ 
and^ives fentence accordingly; then in pity clothes them 
botb^ and re-afsijsrdi* Sin and Diath, fitting ^till thtn 
at the gates ofhell^ by viond^rous Jympathv feeling the 
fuccefs o/* Satan in this new world, and the fin by man 
there commit ted , refolve to fit no longer confined in bell^ 
but to follow Satan 4heir fire up to the place of man : 
to make the way eafier from hell to this world to and 
frOy they pave a broad high-way, or bridge, over Chaos, 
according to the tra^ thai Sii^xifirftfnade ; ib^n,pre' 
parity fir ear A, they meet'him, pr mid of bis fuccefs, re- 
turning to hell : their mutual gratulation : Satan arrives 
at Pandasmonium, in full affembly relates with boafting 
his fuccefs againft man : infiead of applaufe, is enter- 
tained with a general hi/s by all his audience, transformed, 
with himfelf alfo, fuddenly into ferpents, according to 
his doom giv^n in Paradife : then, deluded with a Jbew 
of the forbidden tree /fringing uhMeforc them^ thejiprcf^ 
dily reaching tv take of the friiti^chrm duft anihittfr 
ajhes. The proceedings of Sin and Death ; G o Dfore^ 
tels the final vi^ory of his Son over them^ and toe re* 
newing of ail things ; but for the prefent commands his 
titt^eis t9 monv fvffffrwt wff vfTnpjftT ifr ffw wvOfretftf vmb 
elements, Adam, more and more perceiving his fallen 
condition, heavily bewails : rejects the condolement of 
Eve ; fie perfifts, and at length appeajes him: then, to 
evade the curfe likely to fall on their offfpring, propofes 
to Adam violent ways, [which he approves not ; but 
conceiving better hope, puts her in mind of the late 
promife made them, that her feed fljould be revenged oh 
t^e/erpent ; and exhorts her with him tofeek peace of 

/i^ of ended Deity ^ by refcntancc and Jtif^Wctttm. 
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ME A N-w H t L E the hainous and derpitcful ad 
Of Satan, tk)ne in Paradife, and how 
He, in the fcrpent, had perverted Eve, 
Her husband fhe, to tafte the fatal fruit. 
Was known in hcav'n : for, what can '(eapc the eye § 
Of God all-fccing, or deceive his heart 
Omnifcient ? Who, in all things wife, and juft, 
Hindcr'd not Satan to attempt the mind 
Of man -, with ftrcngih entire, and free-will, arm'd ; 
Complete to have difcover'd, and repuls'd lo 

Whatever wiles of foe, or feeming friend. 
For, dill they knew, and ought t' have ftiirrcmeoiber'^i, 
The high injundion, not to taftc that fruit. 
Whoever tempted : which they not obeying, 
Incurr'd, what could they lefs ? the penalty ; i j 

■ And, manifold in fin, deferv'd to £i.lU 
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U P into hcav'n, from Paradife, in hafte 
Th' angelic guards -afcended, mute, and fad. 
For man ; for, of his ftate by this they khew : ^ 
Much wond'ring how the fubtii fiend had fbrn ao 
Entrance unfeen. Soon as th' unwelcome news 
From earth arrivM at heaven-gate, di(pleas*d 
All were who heard : dim fadnefs did not (pare 
That time coeleftis^l vifages ; yet, mix'd 
With pity, violated not their blifs. 25* 

About the new-arriv'd, in multitudes 
Tb' ethereal people ran, to hear, and know. 
How all befel : they tow'rds the throne fupreme. 
Accountable, made hade, to make appear, 
With righteous plea, their utmofl vigilance; 30 
And ealily approv'd : when the mod high 
Eternal Father, from his fecret cloud 
Amidd, in thunder utter'd thus his voice. 

Assembled Angels, and ye Pow'rs returned 
From un-fuccefsful charge ! be not difmay'd, 3 j 

Nor troubled at thele tidings from the earth. 
Which your fincercft care could not prevent ; 
Fore-told Co lately what would come to pafs. 
When firft this tempter crofs'd the gulf from hell. 
I told ye then he fhould prevail, and Ipeed 40 

On his bad errand ; man fhould be feduc'd 
And £atter'd out of all, believing lies 
Againlt his Maker : no decree of mine 
Concurring to neceflitate his fall ; 
Or touch with lighteft moment of impulfe ^j 

His free-will, to her own inclining left 
In even fcale. But, hWn he is : and now 
What refts, but that the mortal fentence pais 
On his tranfgreflion, — death denounced that day ; 
Which he prefumcs alrcud^ v;i\ii» ^nA void, 50 
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Becaufe not yet inflicEled, as he fear'd, 

By fbme immediate (Iroke : but, foon (hall find 

Forbearance no acquittance, ere day end. 

Juftice (hall not return, as bounty, fcorn'd. 54 

But, whom fend I to judge them f whom, but thee 

Vicegerent Son? To thee I have transfer'd 

All judgnocnt, whether in heav'n, or earth, or hell. 

Eafy h might be feen that I intend 

IVIcrcy collegue with juftice, fending thee, 

Man's friend, his Mediator, his deugn'd 60 

Both Ranfom and Redeemer voluntary ; 

And deftin*d man himfclf, to judge man fall'n. 

So (pake the Father, and unfolding bright 
Tow'rcf the right hand his glory, on the Son '[ 

Blaz'd forth un-clouded Deity : He full ^^ 

Refplendent all his Father manifell 
Expreis'd, and thus divmely anfwer*d mild. 

Father eternal ! thine is to decree ; 
Mine, both in heav*n, and earth, to do thy will 
Supreme; that thou in me, thy Son belov'd, 70 
May 'ft ever reft well pleas'd. I go to judge 
On earth thefe thy tranfgreflbrs ; but thou know*ft. 
Whoever judg'd, the worft on me muft light. 
When time (hall be ; for, fo I undertook 
Before thee : and, not repenting, this obtain yjr 

Of right, that I may mitigate their doom. 
On me deriv'd. Yet, I (hall temper fo 
Juftice with mercy, as may illuftrate moft 
Them fully fatisfy'd, and thee appeafe. 
Attendance none fliall need, nor train, where nOne 
Are to behold the judgment, but the judg'd. Si 

Thofe two : the third beft abfent is condenui'd \ 
Convi^ by flight, and rebel to a\V \aLV« \ 
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Convi^ion to the Torpent none beloi^a. 

Thus %iiig, from hx% rtdiant feat he rofe 8^ 
Of high collateral glor^ : Him Thrones, and Pof^'rsy 
Princedoms, and Dominttions miniftrant, 
AccompanyM to hcavenrgate t from whence 
Eden, aQ(] all the coaii, in pr<»f|>ed lay. ^ 
Down he defccnded ftrait : the (peed of Gods 90 
Time counts not, the* with fwiueft minutes winged* 
Now was the fun in weftern cadence low 
From noon *, and gentle airs, due at their boiir. 
To fan the earth nam wal('d, and ufher m 
The evening cool ; when he, from wrath more cool. 
Came, the mild judge, and kiterceilbr both, 06 

To fentence man. The voice of God they hcard» 
Now walking in the garden, by (oft winds 
Brought to their ears, while day dedin'd : they beard, 
And from his preienoe hid themfelves, among 100 
The thickert trees, both man, and wife : 'tillGoD 
Approaching, thus to Adam call'd aloud. 

Where art thou, Adam ! wont with joy to meet 
My coniins, feen (kr off? I mils tliee here. 
Not pleas'd ; thus entertain'd with (blitude, 105 

Where obvious duty ere- while appeared un-(bug)bt : 
Or, come I lefs confpicuous ? Or, what change 
Abfents thee / Or, what chance detains ?<-Come forth T 

He came ; and with him Eve, more loth, tha' fixft 
To offend ; difcountenanc'd both, and difcompos'd ! 
Love was not in their looks,^ either to God, hi 

Or to each other ; but, apparent guilt. 
And fhame, and perturbation, and delpair. 
Anger, and obliinacy, and hate, and guile ; 1 14 

Whence Adam, £auli'un^ Votk^ thus anfwer'd brief. 
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I HEARD thee in the garden, and of thy voice 
Afraid, being naked, hid my felf. — To-whom 
Ttie gracious Judge, without revile, reply'd. 

M T voice thou ofc haft heard, and haft not fear*d, 
But ftill rejoic'd : how is it now become , ^^ 

So dreadful to thee? That thou art naked, wh() 
Hath told thee? Haft thou eaten of the tree, 
Whereof I gave thee charge thou Hionld'ft not eat ? 

To whom thus Adam, fore befet, reply'd. 

heav'n I in evil ftrait this day I ftand 13^ 
Before my Judge ; either to undergo 

My felf the total crime; or to accufe 
My other felf, the partner of my life : 
Whofe failing, while her faith to me remains, 

1 fhould conceal, and not expofe to blame ibo 
By my complaint. But, ftridl neceflity 

Subdues me, and calamitous conf train t ! 
Left on my head both fin, and punifhment, 
However infupportable, be all ig^ 

DevolvM. Tho' fliould I hold my peace, yet thou 

Wouid'ft eafiJy detedt what I conceal 

This woman, whom thou mad*ft to be my help, 

And gav*ft me as thy perfed gift, fb good, 

So fit, fo acceptable, fo divine. 

That from her hand I could fufpe<ft no ill j 1^0 

And what (he did, whatever in it felf, 

Her doing fecm*d to juftify the deed ; 

She gave me of the tree, — and I did eat ! 

To whom the fov'reign Prefence thus reply 'J. 
Was (he thy God, that her thou didft obey, 14^ 

Before his voice f Or was (he made thy guide^ 
Superior, or but equal ? thai xo Vvei 
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Thou did'ft refigfi thy manhood; rtdlhe pkce 
Wherein God let thee above her, mstde of ihee. 
And for thee : whole ^rfe^kion far fxdsird j;f0 

Hers, in all real dignity. Adorn'd 
She waskMlded, and lovely, to'attraft'- 
Thy love ; not thy fubjedioin : jand her^tfts. 
\Vcre fuch, as wider government -wdiHTeeniM !; 
Unfeemly to bear rule : which v/i» thy jwdtt, ij-j' 

And perlbn, .had*A thott kftowa thy feif ^ijht. 

So hayiitg fiiid, he thus to £v£ tn ftw e 
Soyi woman, what is this wbich' thoa faifl: dds^ ? 

To whom fad Eve, with ftamc.ttijh ovor-^v^liolm'd^ 
Confefling foon ; yet not before her Jadge ii$o 

Bold, or toqiwcious, thus d)afti\l reply 'di'**^^*-*— 
The ferpcQttnle begiitl'd» and i did leak ! 

Which \v^en ike hordCoD (beard, Avhhont 'deJav 
To judgment he proceeded, on th' >alctiis'rd 
Serpent, though brute ; an-«ble to transfer t6< 

'the guilt on hhn, who made him inftrument 
Of mifchief, and {x>l!lated from the end 
of his ^relation ; juftiy then accurs'd. 
As vitiated in natdre. More to know 
Concern'd not man, fince he no further -knew, 170 
>Jpr alter'd Wis offence : yetG-oDatkft 
To S A T A N, firft in fm, his doom apply 'd, 
Thoiigh in myftorious terms ; jadg-d dstben bcft ;. 
And on the ferpent thus his curie letjfall. 

Because thtu haft done this, thou art accurs'd 
Above all cattle, each beaft of the field : ij^ 

Vpon thy belly groveling thou fhalt go ; 
And daA /halt eat, all the da^s o£ \!^ tife i 
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Between tltee, and the womao, J wiii put 

^nmity i and between thine, .and iier feed : 180 

Her feed (hall bruife thy bead, thou bruife his heel. 

So fpajke this oracle, then .verify 'd 
When J ESirp, Son qf Maiiy, (ccond E VE, 
Saw Satan fall, like ligbuiing, down from heav*n. 
Prince o^ the air : then, rifing from his grave, iBs 
Spoird Principalities, gnd .Ppw'rs, trjumph'd 
In open (hew ; and, with aicenfion bright, 
Captivity l^ captive through the air. 
The realm it feif of Satan, long ufurp'd; 
Whom he (hall tread at lad under our feet : ipo 

Ev'n HjE, who now foretold his fatal bruife ^ 
And to the woman thus his iientence turned. 

Thy forrow I will greatly multiply 
By thy conception ; children tbou (halt bring 
In forrow forth ; and, to jthy husband's will 195- 

Thine (hall fubmit ; he over thee (hall rule. 

On AdDAM laft thus judgment he prpnounc^d : 
Becaufe thou haft hearken 'd to th' voice of thy wife, 
And eaten <^ the tree, concerning which ipp 

I charg'd th.ee, faying, thou (halt not eat thereof : 
Curs*d is ithe ^ound for thy fake : thou in forrow 
Shalt eat thereof, all the days of thy life : 
Thorns alfo, and thirties, it (hall bring thee forth 
Un-bid ; and thou (halt eat th* herb of the field. 
In the fweat of thy face (halt thou e.at bread, aoj 

*Till thou jtCturn uqto the ground; for thou 
Out of the ground waft taken, know thy birth, 
For duft.thou art, and ihalt to duft return. 

So juclg*d he jman, boxVv ^\3i^^^, ^^^^vink^^ 
T a 
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And th* inftsuit ftroke of death, denouncM that day, 

RcmovM for off: then, pitying how they ftood 21 f 

Before him naked to the air, that now 

Mud fuffer change, difdain'd not to begin 

Thenceforth the form of fervant to aOume : 

As when he wafli'd his (ervants' feet; (b now, 1 15 

As father of his ^mily, he clad 

Their nakednefs with udns of beads; or flain, 

Or, as the fnake, with youthful coat repaid : 

And thought not much to clothe his enemies. 

Nor he their outward only, with the fkins 220 

Of beads ; but inward nakednefs, much more 

Opprobrious I with his robe of righteoufnefs 

Arraying, cover'd from his Father's fight. 

To him with fwift afcent he up returnM, 

Into his blifsful bofom re-aflum'd, 225 

In glory, as of old, to him appeas'd. 

All, tho' all-knowing, what had oad with man 

Recounted, mixing interceflion (weet. 

Mean-while, ere thus was fm'd, and judgM, on earthy 
Within the gate5 of hell fat S i N, and D e a t h, 230 
In counter- view within the gates, that now 
Stood open wide, belching outragious flame 
Far into Chaos, fince the fiend pafs'd through, 
Sin opening: who thus now to Death began. 

O Son ! why fit we here, each other viewing 235 
Idly, while Satan, our great author, thrives 
In other worlds, and happier feat provides 
For us, his off-fpring dear f It cannot be 
But that fuccefs attends him : if mif-hap. 
Ere this he had retutn'd, vviVv ^vvrvj tesiV lajv 

By bis avengers ; fince no ^^^ce V\Vt ^>& 
Cm £t his puniftiment, or xVcXx t^Niscv^^* ^^.^Jm^ 
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Methinks I feel new ftrength within me rife, 

Wings growing, and dominion giv'n me Jargc, 

Beyond this deep : whatever draws me x)n, 245" 

Or fympathy, or fome connat'ral force, 

Pow'rful at grcateft di/tance to unite, 

With fecret amity, things of like kind, 

By fecrctcft conveyance. Thou, my fhade 

Infeparable, muft with me a Jong; 250 

For, Death from Sin no pow'r can feparate. 

But, lelt the difficulty of pafling back 

Stay his return, perhaps, over this gulf 

JmpaiFable, impervious ; let us try, 

Adventrous work ! yet to thy pow'r, and mine, 2S,S 

I*^ot un-agreeable, to found a path 

Over this main, from hell to that new world, 

Where Satan now prevails; a monument 

Of merit high, to ail tU' infernal hoft ; 

Ealing their paflage hence, for intercourfe, c6q 

Of tranfmigration, as their lot (hall lead. 

Nor can 1 mifs the way, fo ftrongly drawn 

By this new-felt attra<5tion, and inftin^. 

Whom thus the meagre Ihadow anfwer'd loon. 
Go, whither fate, and inclination ftrong 26^ 

Leads thee ; I fhail not lag behind, nor err 
The way, thou leading : fuch a fcent I draw 
Of carnage, picy innumerable! and tafte 
The favour of death froai ail things there that live. 
Nor Ihall I to the work thou enterprifcft 270 

Be wanting, but afford thee equal aid. 

S o faying, with delight he fnufPd the finell 
Of mortal change on earth. As when a flock 
Of ravenous fowl, though mar\^ 3l \taL^"t \^tsns2X^^ 
Agdnii the day of battle, to a tAii „,^Q^ 

T 3 ^ 
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Where armies lie incamp'd come flying, lur'd 
With fcent of living cartafles, defign'd 
for death the following day, in bloody figlrt : 
So fcented the grim feature, and up-turn*d 
His noftrils wide into the murky aifi sSd 

Sagacious of his quarry from fo far. 
Then, both from out hell-gat^s, into the wafte 
Wide anarchy of Chaos, damp and dirk, 
Flew diverfe ; and with pow'r, their pow'r Was great ! 
Hovering upon the waters, what they met 285- 

Solid, or (limy, as in raging fea 
Toft up and down, together crowded drove. 
From each (ide Ihcjaling tow*rds the mOuth of hell : 
As when two polar winds, blowing adverfe 
Upon the Croniaic fea, together drive 2pd 

Mountains of ice, that Hop th' imagin'd Way 
Beyond P E t z o r a eaft ward to the rich 
C A T H A I A N coaft. The aggregated foil 
Death with his mace petrefic, cold, and dty, 
As with a trident, fmote ; and fix*d as firm ap J 

As D E L o s, floating once : the reft, his look 
Bound with Gorgonian rigour, not to move : 
And with Asphaltic flime, broad as the gate. 
Deep to the roots of hell, the gathered beach 
They faften*d ; and the mole immenfe wrought-on, 
Over the foaming deep high-arch'd ; a bridge 301 
Of length prodigious, joining to the wall 
Immovable of this now-fencelefs world. 
Forfeit to Death. From hence, a paflage broad, 
Smooth, eafy, in-oflTenfive down to hell. 30J 

So, if great things to fmall may be compar'd, 
Xerxes, the liberty of Greece to yoke. 
From S u s a, his Memnonian palace high, 
Came to the fea; and, ovct H^\-\.'e.^'^Ck\iVT 
Bridging his way, Europe mvVi K^\k\ws2^s "x^x^ 
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And fcQUFg'd with niuiya ftfoke th' indigii^^nt waves^ 
Now had they brought the wofk, by wond'rous art 
Pontiiical (a ridge of pendsu^t rook 
Over the vex'd abyis, following the trick 
Of S A T A N, to the fclf-(aine place where he 3 v'^ 

Firll liglued firom his wing, and landed Mt 
From out of Ckaos) to the out-fide bare 
Of this round world : with pins of ^«na43t, 
And chains, they made ail fa(t •, too fait they made, 
And durable I And now, in little fpaoc, ^20 

The confines met of empyivan bflav'n, 
And of this unorid : and, on the left hnnd, hell, 
With long regch interposed : three fcv^ral ways 
In fight, to each of thefe tlwee places led. 
And now, their way to earth they had defcry'd, 325- 
To Paradife firft tending; when, behold i 
Satan, in likenefs of an aRgcl bright. 
Betwixt the Centaur, and ilie Scorpion, fleering 
His zenith,, while the fun in Aries role : 
Difguis'd he came.; but, thofb his children dear 330 
Their paisent fban difcern'd, though in difguife* 
He, after Eve feduc'd, un-ipinded flunk 
Into the wood faft by ; and, changing fhape, 
T' obfervc the fcqucl, faw his guileful a6t 
By Eve, tl^ugli all uh-weeting, feconded 335" 

ypon her husband ; faw their fixame, that fought 
Vain covertures : but, xvhen he faw delc^nd 
The Son of God to judge them, terrify'd 
He fled ; not hoping to jefcaj^ but fhun 
The prefent ; fearing, guiity, what his wrath 340 
Might fuddenly inflid : that pafs'd, rcturn'd 
By night, and lillcning where the haplefs pair 
Sat in tlieir.Iad difcourfe, and various ^lalat^ 
Tbc/jce gathered his own doosav Yi\{vdv \«A^\^QRk^ 
T\'oi IniUat, iut of .fenuie tiiiic, j*('^\ot} "^NF 

T^ ^' 
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And tidings fi^aught, to hell he now retum'd : 
And at the brink of C h A o s, near the foot 
Of this new wond'rous pontifice, un-hop*d 
Met, who to meet him came, his ofF-ipring dear. 
Great joy was at their meeting, and at fight 35:0 

of that ftupendous bridge, his joy increased. 
Long he admiring flood, 'till Sin, his fair 
Inchanting daughter, thus the filence broke. 

O Parent! thefe are thy magnific deeds ; 
Thy trophie? ! which thou view'ft as not thine on^; 
Thou art their author, and prime archited. 356 

For, I no fooner in my heart divin'd, 
My heart, which by a fecret harmony 
Still moves with thine, join'd in conne£Vion fweet J , 
That thou on earth hadft profper'd, which thy looks 
Now alfo evidence, but ftraight 1 felt 361 

Though diitant from thee worlds between, yet felt, 
That I murt after thee, with this thy fbn : 
Such fatal confequence unites us three ! 
Hell could no longer hold us in her bounds ; ^6^ 

Nor ihis un-voyagabit gulf obfcure 
Detain, from following thy illufirious track. 
Thou haft atchiev'd our liberty, confin'd 
Within hell-gates 'till now ; Thou us impower'd 
To fortify thus far, and over-lay, 370 

With this portentous bridge, the dark abyfs. 
Thine now is all this world ; thy virtue hath won 
What thy hands builded not J thy wifdom gain'd. 
With odds, what war hath loft : and fully aveng'd 
Our foil in heav'n : here thou (halt monarch reign ; 
There didft net: there let him ftill viiftor fway, 376 
As battle hath adjudg'd ; from this new world 

Retiring, by his own doom. 2iV\eti^\SL^ \ 

And hencefonh monarcbv vj\xh x>afc^ ^\n\^^ ^ 
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of all things, parted by th* empyreal bounds, 380 
His quadrature, from thy orbicular world ; 
Or try thee, now more dang'rous to his throne. 

Whom thus the prince of darknefs anfwer'd glad. 
Fair Daughter, and thou Son and Grand-child both ! 
High proof ye now have giv'n to be the race 385 
Of S A T A N, for I glory in the name, 
Antagonift of heav'n's Almighty King, 
Amply have merited of me, or all 
Th' infernal empire, that, fb near heav'n's door. 
Triumphal with triumphal adt have met, 390 

Mine, with this glorious work ; and made one realm 
Hell, and this world, our realm, one continent 
Of eafy thorough-fare. Therefore, while I 
Defcend through darknefs, on your road with eafe, 
To my aflbciate Pow'rs, them to acquaint 395" 

"With thefe fucccflfes, and with them rejoice ; 
You two this way, among thefe numerous orbs, 
All yours ! right down to Paradife defcend : 
There dwell, and reign in blifs ; thence on the earth 
Dominion exercife, and in the air, 400 

Chiefly on Man, fole lord of all declar'd : 
Him nrfl make fure your thrall, and laftly kill. 
My fubiiitutes I fend ye, and create 
Plenipotent on earth, of matchiefs might 
KTuing from me: on your joint vigour now 40; 
My hold of this new kingdom all depends ; 
Through (in to death expos'd, by my exploit. 
If your joint pow'r prevail, th* affairs of hell 
No detriment need fear *, go, and be ftrong ! 

So faying, he difmifs'd them \ \Y\e} NiV^fe^^ ^^^ 
Their coum through tWckeft cotv^e\V».^\ow5» vw^^* 
Spreading their bane : the blafteA ft»3t% Vi^ ^ ^^^ 
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And planets, planet-ftruck, reol cclipfe 
Then fuffcr'd. Th* other way, Satan went do«rn 
The cauicy lo heil-gate : on eitlvjr fide, 4Jf 

Dilparted Chaos over-built exclaim'd, 
And with rebounding furge the bars aflaird. 
That IcornM hi> indignation. Through" t ha gtt©» 
Wide open, and un-guardcd, Satan pftlVd ; 
And dli about found defolate ; for thofe 4J0 

Appointed to fit there, had left their charge. 
Flown to the upper world : the reft were all 
Far to th* in-land rctir'd, about th^ wa/ls 
Of P A N D A M o N I u M -, City, and p^ud ku 
of L u c 1 F E R, fo by allufion call*d, 435" 

Of that bright ftar to Satan paragon'd ; 
There kept their watch the legions, while tbe Gragd 
In council fat, foUicitous what chancy 
Might intercept their emperor fent : ft) he 
be]iarting gave command, and they oWerv'd. 430 
As when the Tartar from his Russian fi)Q, 
By A s T R A c A N, over the fiiowy plains, 
ifcetircs; or Bactrian Sophy from th^ horns 
Of T u R K I s H Crefcent, leaves all wtfte beyond 
The realm of A 1: A D u L E, in his retreat 43J: 

To Tauris, or Casbin: fo the^.4l]i^ late 
Heav'n-banilh'd hoft, left defert utm^ft hell 
Many a dark league, reduc'd in carefiil watch 
Round their metropolis ; and now ejipei^'mg 
Each hour their great adventurer, firom the fcancb 44O 
Of foreign worlds. He through the mi<ill Qnmark'd, 
In (hew plebeian angel militant 
Of lowerft order, pafsM ; and from the door 
of that Plutonian hall, invifible 
A/iended his high throne ; NiKvcfe* wdcr Mate 44 j 
Ofrichcd textiwc ipre^id. 2lI vV w^'^ w^ 



Joofc X. Pahad I s E LoiT. 27^ 

ic fat, and toand about him faw, un-feen. 
\t ia(t, as from a cloud, his fulgent heacl 
\nd Ihape lhr-brigh<< appcnr'd, or brightier ; ckd 450 
VVith whait permifTivc glary ikice hrs fell 
Was left him, or &He g4)ttef. All amst2'd 
At that fuditen blaze^ the Sttgian throng 
Bent their afped ; ftrtd, whom they wifh*d, behcfd, 
Their mighty Chicff rettim'd j loud was th' acclaim ! 
Forth rulh'd in hafte the gfcjit confuhmg Pcert, 456 
Rais'd from their dark divan, and with like joy 
Congratuiant approachM him j who with hand 
Silence, and with thcle ifOtdf^ attention won. 

Thrones, dominations, princedoms, virtue?, pow'rs ! 
For, in poflcflion fuch, not only of right 460 

I call vou, and declare you now ; returned 
Succefsful beyond hope, to le*d you forth 
Triumphant out of this infernal pit 
Abominable, accurs'd, the houfc of woe, 46^ 

And dungeon of our tyrant ! Now poflefs. 
As lords, a fpacidus wbrld ; t* our native heav'n 
Little inferior, by my adventure hard 
With peril great atchicv^d. Long were to tell 
What I have done ; what fuflfer'd ; with what pain 
VoyagM ih' un-real, vaft, unbounded deep 47 1 

Of horrible confulion ! Over which. 
By Sin, and Death, a broad Way now is pav'd, 
To expedite your glorious march : but I 
ToilM out my uncouth pafl&ge, forc'd to ride 475* 
Th' un tradable abyfs, plung'd in the womb 
Of un-original Night, and Chaos wild: 
That, jealous of their fccrtts, fiercely oppos'd 
My journey ftrange, with clamorous \i\(\o^.\ 
Protcfting fate fuprcine : thencti, V\o>n \ ^wsxv^ «5^^ 
iTAe new created worW, which fe.mc m ^owLn* tv ^^^ 
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JLong had fore-told : a fabric wonderful ! 

of abfolute perfedion ! therein Man. 

Plac'd in a Paradife, by our exile 

Made happy. Him by fraud I have feduc'd 485 

From his Creator ; and, the more t' increafe 

Your wonder, with an apple. He thereat 

Offended, worth your laughter ! hath giv*n up 

Both his beloved Man, and all his world. 

To Sin and Death, a prey ; and fb, to U8» 4^0 

"Without our hazard, labour, or alarm, 

To range in, and to dwell, and over man 

To rule, as over all he fhould have rul'd. 

True is, me alfb he hath judg'd, or rather 

Me not, but the brute ierpent, in whofe (hape 49; 

Man I deceived. That which to me belongs. 

Is enmity, which he will put between 

Me, and mankind ; I am to bruife his heel ; 

His (ecd (when is not fet) ihall bruife my head. 

A world who would not purchafe with a bruiie, jco 

Or much more grievous pain f Ye have th* account 

Of my performance : What remains, ye God$ I 

But up, and enter now into full blifs ? 

So having faid, a-while he flood, exne^mg 
Their univerfal (hout, and high applauie, joy 

To fill his ear : when, contrary, he hears 
On all Hdcs, from innumerable tongues, 
A difmal univerfal hifs, the foupd 
-Of public fcorn ! he wonder'd, but not long 
Had leifure, wond'ring at himfelf now more : 510 
His vifage drawn he felt to fharp, and fpare ; 
His arms clung to his ribs ; his legs intwining 
Each other, 'till fupplanted down he fell ; 
A monftrous ferpeui ou \v\s \i^\\^ ^i^-ftft^ 
Reluaaxit ; but in vaixv\ ^ ^tt^^« ^'^'x ^v^ 



k)okX. Paradise Lost. 281 

low rul'd him, punifhM in the fhape he /inM, 

i.ccording to his doom. He would have fpoke ; 

;ut hifs K)r hifs return'dy with forked tongue, 

To forked tongue : for, now were ail transform^ 

dik6, to ferpents alJ, as acceflbries 5-20 

To his bold riot : dreadful was the din 

)f hilling through the hall ! thick fwarming now 

Vith complicated monftcrs, head, and tail j 

Icorpion, and afp, and amphisbsna dire, 

leraftes horn*d, hydrus, and el lops drear, 5-2 j 

^nd dipfas. Nbt fo thick fwarm'd once the (oil 

Jedrop d with blood of Gorgon : or, the ille 

) P H I us A. But ftili greateft he the midft, 

^ow dragon grown ; larger than whom the fun 

ngenderM in the P Y t h i a n vale on (lime, fjo 

iuge Python ! and his pow'r no lefs he feem'd 

^bove the reft ftill to retain. They all 

iim follow'd, ifluing forth to th' open field ; 

^here all yet left of that revolted rout, 

rleav'n-fall'n, in ftation ftood, or juft array; 5*35 

Sublime with expe<fhition, when to fee 

:n triumph ilTuing forth their glorious Chief. 

rhey faw, but other fight inftead ! a croud 

Of ugly ferpents : horror on them fell, 

!^nd horrid fympathy : for, what they (aw, 546 

rhey felt themfelves, now changing : down their arm^^ 

[>>wn fell both fpear and (hield ; down they as &&, : 

l^nd the dire hifs renew'd, and the dire form 

Catch'd, by contagion ; like in ponifhment, 5*44 

%s in their crime. Thus was th* applau(e they meant» 

rurn*d to eKploding hi(s, triumph to fhame, 

Caft on themielvesfronl their own moMxVv^. '\>afii^^t5ft^ 

A grove bard by, fprung up w'wYi lYvva xVwtvt Ocaxk!^% 

fla will, who reigns aS3ve \ to a^^g«.v^v^ 

^elr peaaacc, laden with ftvut, VvVa x\aX ^^^ 
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^Vliich grew in Paradiic, the b^it of Eve 
UsM by the temj^ter : on that piofpcdt ilraiige 
Tlitir carneii eyes ibcy lixM ; imagining 
For one forbidden tree, 9 Jiiuhhude 
how ris'n, to wotk them further woe, or fhame : J55 
Yet, parchM with fcaldiog ihirll, and hunger iicrcc, 
Th<)uj;h to delude them lent, could not abftain : 
Bur, on they roHM in heaps, and up the trees 
C]ii7ihing, lat thicker than the faaky locks 
That curlM Meg£RA : grcediJy they pluck 'd 5^ 
The fruitage, fair to figlu, like that which grew 
Is'car that bituminous kke where Sodom flam'd : 
This, more ddufive, not the touch, but tafle 
DcccivM ; they fondJy thinking to allay 
Their apjK'titc with guft, infteati of fruit jdj 

Chew'd bitter a(hes, which th' offended tafte 
With fpattering noife rejcdicd : oft they affay'dt 
Hunger and third condraining : drug'd as aft 
With hatcfulleft difrclifh, writhM their jaws. 
With loot, and cinders fiU'd : fo, oft they .fell 570 
Into the fame iUulion ; not as man, Epia^u*d 

Whom they triumphed, once laps'd. Thus were tUey 
And worn with famine, long and ceafekfs hifs, 
'Till their loft Ihapc, permitted, they refum'd z 
Yearly injoin'd, lome fay, to undergo 57 j 

This annual fhumbling certarn numbered days« 
To dnfh their pride, and joy, for man ieduc'd* 
However, ibme tradition they difpers'd 
^mong the heathen, of their j>urchale got, 
iAnd fs^ed how the ferpcnt, whom they qali'd ^jh 
Ophion, with Eujly NOME (the wide- 
tflrtcroaching Eve ipetVv^^s'i had firft the rule 
0/ high O L If MP \3 s •, xVv«ic<i\)^ % N-Wiv^ ^Vi V 
And Ops, ere yet D\ci k.,k^ \^n^ ^^\w^. \^ 
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Too fooh aitiv'd ; Si n, iHere in pow*r before, 
Once acStuaJ ; now m boiiy, and to dwell 
Habitual habitanf ; 'behind btt Death, 
Cloie following tttO* for pace, not mounted yet 
On his pale h«t4c i to whom Si N thus began. 5^0 

Second of Sataw fprting, o'll-conqn Vmg Death ! 
What think'ft tlioa of oar empii^ now ? Tho* eamM 
Wifth travel difficult, not bcftter far, 
Than Itill tit helPs "dark threfliold t' haw fat watch, 
Un-nam'd, un-dwaded, and thy fdf half ftarv'df 595; 

W»iioM thtrs Ylie 'fin-'bom •monger arnlwerM foon : 
To mc, who wiA eternal famme pine, 
Alike is hell, or paracK^fe, or "Iwav^ ; 
There ibeft, where mdl with ravin I may meet * 
Which here, tho' plenteous, all too little fccms 600 
To'ftufFthis maw, this vaft un-hide-bouud corps. 

To whom th* incdftuous mother thus reply'd : 
Thou therefore on rhcle herbs, and fruits, and flow'tj 
Fiecd firft ; on each bcarft next, and fifh, and fowl ; 
No homely moifels! and, whatever thing ^or 

The icythe of Time mowes down, devour unfpar'd: 
'Till I in man rcfiding, through the race, 
His thoughts, his looks, Words, aftions, ail infeclj 
And feafon him thy laft, and fweeteft prey. 

This laid, they both betook thom fcveral ways. 
Both to deftroy, or un-immortal make ^n 

All kinds ; and for dc(tru<ftion to n\a.\\:ix^ 
Sooner or later : which th' Alminl^t'^ ^cc\x\^^ 
From his fran/cencfcnt feat the Camvs ^\wq>t\^» 
To thofc bright orders utt^rM tVwis \\\s No\c<i* ^ 
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See ! ^'ith what heat thele dogs of hell advance 
To wafle, and havock yonder world ; which I 
So fair, and good created : and had ftiU 
Kept in that (late, had not the foll^ of man 
Let in thefe waflcful furies ; who impute 620 

Folly to me : Co doth the Prince of hell. 
And his adherents, that with Co much eafe 
I fuffcr tliem to enter, and poflefs, 
A place fo heav*n]y ; and connivingi feem 
To gratify my fcornful enemies x 62^ 

That laugh, as if, tranfported with fbme fit 
Of paHion, I to them had quitted all. 
At random yielded up to their mif-rule : 
And know not that I call'd, and drew them thither, 
My hell-bounds, to Jick up the draff, and filth, 630 
Which man's polluting fin with Uint hath (hed 
On what was pure : 'tijT cram*d, and gorg*d, nigh burfl; 
With fuck'd and glutted offal, at one fling 
Of thy vidlorious arm, well-pleafing Son ! 6^^ 

Both Sin, and Death, and yawning Grave, at laft. 
Through Chaos hurl'd, obftrudl the mouth of hell 
For ever, and feai up his ravenous jaws* 
Then, heav'n, and earth renewed, fliall he made pure 
To {an^ity, that fhall receive no flain : 
*Till then, the curfe pronounc'd on both proceeds. 

He ended, and the heav'nly audience loud 6^t 
Sung hallelujah, as the found of fcas. 
Through multitude that fung ! " Juft are thy ways, 
•• Righteous are thy decrees on all thy works ; 
•* Who can extenuate thee ? Next, to the Son, 64 jp 
** De[im*d reftorcr of mankind, by whom 
* New hcav'n, and carlb, (Vv^W x.o \\v^ ^i^^ tl(e 
" Or down from hcav'n de^ccT\^.^' S\\t\vNi'as.^€\t^ssw|^ 
While the Creator caiUn^ fowVi \>>j toxsA '^ 
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His mighty angels, gave them fcvcril charge, 650 
As iuri'jd heft with prc(i iit things. The iun 
Had iirft his jveccpt ib 10 move, fo (hine. 
As might affed the earth with cold, and heat, 
Scaicc tolerable; and from the north to call 
Decrepit winter ; from the fouth to bring <Jyj 

SoJltitial fummer's heat. To the blanc moon 
Her office they prefcribM : to th' other five, 
Their planetary motions, and afpcds 
In Textile, fviuare, and trine, and oppofltc, 
•Of noxious efficacy ; and when to join 4^ 

In lynod un-bcnign : and taught the iix*d 
Their influence malignant when to fhowV ; 
Which of them, rifing with the fun, or talJing, 
jShould prove tcrnpcltuous. To the winds Ihcy fet 
Their corners ; when with blufler to confound 66 j; 
Sea, air^ and (bore : the tli under, when to roll 
With terror through the dark aereai hall. 
Some fay, he bid his angels turn afcinfe 
The poles of earth, twice ten degrees, and more, 
•From the fun's axle j they with labour pufh'd 6jo 
Oblique the centric globe : fome fay, the fun 
Was bid turn reins from th' sequinoAial road 
Like diftant breadth to Tuurus. with the fev'n 
(Atla"ntic lifters, and the Spartan twins. 
Up to the Tropic Crab ; thence, down amain * 6^j; 
By Leo, and the Virgin, and the Scales, 
As deep as Capricorn ; to bring in change 
of feafons to each clime : clfc had the f}»ring 
perpetual imird on earth, with vrrnant flowVs, 
Equal in days, and nights, except to iholc 69o 

Beyond the polar circles : to them day 
Had un-bcni^hted fhonc, wVtUc \V\c \o^ ^^«v. 
To recowpcni'e hh diftancc, m \\^e\t ?v^x 
*</ rouDifed im ih' horizon, ^t\^\ \wo\. Vtvo^ti 

U 
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Or caft, or weft ; which had forbid the fnow 6Bs 

From cold Estotiland; and fouth as far 
Beneath Magellan. At that toftcd fruit. 
The fun, as from Thyestean banquet, turn*d 
His courfe intended : elfc, how had the world 
Inhabited, though (inlefs, more than now 6go 

Avoided pinching cold, and fcorching beat .' 
Thcfe clianges in the hcav'ns, tho' flow, prodac'd 
Like change on fea, and land } (idereal bJaft, 
Vapour, and mifi, and exhalation hot; 
Corrupt, andpelUlcnt! Now, from the north 6^^ 
Of NoRUMBEquE, and the Samoed fhore. 
Burning their brazen dungeon, arm'd with ice. 
And fnow, and bail, and ftormy guft, and flaw, 
Boreas, and Cascias, and Argeftes loud, 6p5^ 

And Thrafcias, rend the woods, and feas up-tum : 
With advcrfc blad up'-tums them from the fbuth 
Notus, and Afer, black with thund'rous clouds 
From Sierra Liona: thwart of thefe, as fierce. 
Forth rufh the Levant, and the Ponent winds, 
Eurus, and Zephyr ; with their lateral noife, 705 

Sirocco, and Libccchio. Thus began 
Outrage from Ufelcfs things : but, Difcord firft. 
Daughter of Sin, among th* irrational 
Death introduc'd, through fierce antipathy: jo^ 
Be&ft now with beaft 'gan war, and fowl with fowl. 
And Hfh with fifli : to graze the herb all leaving. 
Devoured each other : nor flood much in awe 
Of man, but fled him ; or, with countenance grmiy 
GlarM on him paflTing. Thcfe were from without 
The growing mifcries, which Adam faw 7x5 

Already in part, though hid in gloomiefl (hade. 
To forrow abandoned : Wt, Niaifc fcVx. Nilihia ! 
And, in atroublcd iea o£ ip2L^otv\o^» 
Thus tQ disburden fou%U mxVi ^^^ cam^Nattax. 
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O MISERABLE of happy ! is this the end 730 
Of this new glorious worid, and nic i'o late 
The glory of that glory, who now become 
Accurs*d, of blcflcd f Hide me from the face 
Of G o D, whom to behold was then my height 
Of happinefs I ^Yct well, if here would end 725 

. The mifery 5 I deferv'd it, and would bear 
My own defervings : but, this will not (ervc 1 
All that I eat, or drink, or fhali beget, 
Is propagated curfe. O voice ! once beard 
Delightfully, Increafi, and multiply \ 730 

Kow death to hear ! For, what can I increafe, 
Or multiply, but curfes on my head ? 
Who of all ages to fuccecd, but, feeling 
The evil on him brought by me, will curfe 
My head \ ill fare our anceftor impure 1 735 

For this we may thank Adam! but, his thanks 
Shall be the execration ! So, befides 
Mine own that *bide upon me, all from me 
Shall with a fierce reflux on me redound : 
On me, as on their natural centre, light \ 740 

HeaVy, though ih their place ! O fleeting joys 
Of Paradife, dear-bought with lading woes ! 
Did I requefi thee. Maker I from my clay, 
To mold me man? Did I foUicite thee 

From darknefs to promote me \ Or, here placa 745* 
In this delicious garden \ As my will 

ConcurM not to my Being, it were but right, 

And equal, to reduce me to my duft } 

Defirous to refign, and render back 

All I receiv'd ; un-able to perform 7 jO 

Thy terms too hard, by which I wa« to hold 

The good I fought not. To tke lo(& of xJcv^x, 

(Suffcient pemlty I) wby Viatt tVvOM :3L<\tic^ 

Tbe Jhnfe of enaleis woes r lu-cxpV\t^\>\^ ^_^ 
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Thy juflice fccms.— Yet, to (ay trath, too late ^5j 
I thus contclt : then ftiouM have been refused 
TheCe terins, whatever, when they were propos'd j 
Thou didft accept them ; wilt thou enjov the good. 
Then cavil the conditions? And, though God 
Made thee without thy leave, what if thy fon j6o 
Prove dilobedicnt, and reprov'd, retort, 
\\'hcrcr(irc didll thou beget me ? I fought it not ! 
Would'll thou admit, for his contempt of thee. 
Til at prtHu! excufc ? Ytt him, not thy eleflion. 
But natural neceffiiy, begot. 76 j 

God made thee of choice his own, and of his own 
To fcrvc him ; thy reward Was of his grace ; 
Thy puniihmcnt then juftly is at his will. 
Be it lb ! for I fubmit ; his doom i$ fair. 
TWiai duft I am, and fhail to duft return. 770 

O welcome hotrr whenever ! why delays 
Hl> hand to execute, what his decree 
FixM on this day ? Why do I over-live? 
A\ iiy am I mock*d witli death, and lengthenM 6u^ 
Tt« cicathlcls pain f How gladly would I meet 77^ 
Mt^'"tality my fen^cncc, and be earth 
Inilnfiolc ! How glad would fay me down,' 
A- m my mother's lap ! There I fhould reft. 
And <!■ cp fccurc: His dreadful voice no more 
\Si>uil1 tivinder in my cars: no fear of worfe . 78b 
To n' ;, ai:u 10 my ofF-fpring, would tofment nic 
\Vi*!i diiiel eipecftation ! — Yet one doubt 
Varfics n.e fliil, left all I cannot die; 
JL '.h^t pure breath of life, the fpirh of man, 
"X'T ;ch Ci o T) ini'pir'd, cannot together perifh 7^^ 

V ,i\ this corporeal clod: then, in the ^vc. 
Or '.'I f<jme oii\cr diCmaA i5»\at:c, :^oVt«s^& 
Bur I rJiall die a Uv\n^ Ae^\V\> O vW^x. 
UorriJ, if true \ Yclv.'\^v'. \t ^^\j^v\^^\w 
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pf.life that finM: what-dies, but what had life, 790 
And fin ? The body properly hath neither. 
All of me then (hall die : kt this appcale 
The doubt, fince human reach no further knows. 
For, though the Lord of all be infinite, 
Is his wrath alfb ? Be it 1 Man is not fb, 79^ 

But mortal doom*d. How can he exercife 
Wrath without end on man, whom death mud end ? 
Can he make deathlefs death ? That were to make 
Strangp contradidion, which to God himfelf 
ImpofTible is held i as argument 800 

Of weaknefs, not of pow'r. Will be draw out, 
For ?nger fake, finite to infinite. 
In puniih*d man, to (atisfy his rigour, 
Satisfy'd never? That w.«r^iJ*o extend 
His (cntence beyond du/t, and nature's law: 8ac 

By which all caufes elfe, according ftill ^ 

To the reception of their matter, adt ; 
Not to th' ejttent of their own fphpre. But, fay 
That Death be not one ftroke, as I fuppos^'d, 
Bereaving fenfe; but, endlefs mifery 810 

From this day onward ; which I Uei begun 
Both in me, and without me ; and fo bit 
To perpetuity—; — r^Ah mc ! that fear 
Comes thundVing back with dreadful revolution 
On my defencclels head : both Death, and I, 815* 
/im found eternal, and incorporate both, 
N()f J on my part fingle ; in me all 
Poflcrity flands cursM ! fair ptrim^ony 
That I mult leave you, fons ! O, were I able 
To waite it all my felf, and leave you none ! Sao 
.So dif- inherited, how would y^ biels 
Me, now your curie 1 Ah ! why iHould -xll ^"^N^klv^^^ 
For one man's fault, thus guv\x\cV^\ie eow-^^vxw^ ^» 
Jfguiltkfs t #ut from me vV\a\. cii^ ^^xocti'i:^^ 
Ml 
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]iut all corrupt ; both mind anJ will deprav'd ; 825 

Not to do only, but to will the Tame 

AVith me ? How can they then acquitted (land 

In (i|;ht of God ? Him, after all difputes,- 

ForcM I abfolvc : all my evafions vain, 

And rcafonings, tho* thro' mazes, Jead me ftill Syo 

But to my own conviction : firil, and lafh 

On me, me only, as the fburce, and fpring 

of all corruption, all the blame lights due : 

So might the wrath ! Fond wilh ! could '11 thou fapport 

That burden, heavier than the earth to bear; 835: 

Than all the world much heavier ; though divided 

With that bad woman ? Thus, what thoii dc(ir*ft. 

And what thou fear'ft, alike deftroys all hope 

Of refuge ; and concludes thee mifcrable, 

Beyond all pall example, and future : 840 

To Satan only like, both crime, and doom*- 

con'icience ! into what abyfs of fears, 

And horrors, hall thou driv'n me ? Out of which 

1 find no way ; from deep to deeper plung'd 1 

Thus Adam to himfelf lamented loud, 845" 

Through the ftill night ; not now, as ere man fell, 
Wholfom, and cool, and mild ; but, with black air 
Accompany'd ; with damps, and dreadful gloom : 
Which to his evil confcience rcprciented 
All things with double terror. On the ground 85*0 
Out-ftrctch'd he lay ; on the cold ground ! and oft 
CursM his creation ; Death as oft accus'd 
Of tardy execution, fince denounced 
The day of his offence. Why comes not Death, 
Said he, with one thrice-acceptable ftroke 85 j 

To end me f Shall trul\^ taW vo Vjc^^ Vv^\ \?<ixd ? 
Juflicc cl/vine not halVei\ xo V>^ \vi^X 
Mut, Death comes not at ^^iW > :!^>A^« ^^"^^^ 
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Mends not her flowed pace, for pray*rs, or cries ! 

woods, O fountains, hillocks, dales, and bo\v*is ! 
AVith other echo late I taught your Ihadcs 861 
To anfwcr, and reibund far other long ! 

M hoin thus affliiflcd when fad Eve beheld, 
Dcfolate where (he fat, approaching nigh, 
Soft words to his fierce paflion (he affay'd : S6y 

But her with (lern regard he thus repel I'd. 

O u T of my fight, thou ferpcnt ! — That name bc$ 
Befits thee, with him leaguM ; thy felf as falle. 
And hateful ! nothing wants, but that thy (hapc. 
Like his, and colour ferpcntine, may (hew Syo 

Thy inward firaud ; to warn all creatures from thee 
Henceforth ; left that too-heav'nly form, pretended 
To hellifh falfliood, fnare them ! But for thcc 

1 had perfifted happy ; had not thy pride, 

And wandVmg vanity, when leaft was fafe, 875" 

Rejefted my fore-warning, and difdain*d 
"Not to be trufled ; Ipnging to be feen. 
Though by the devil himfelf ; him over-weeiiing 
To over-reach : but, with the ferpent meeting, 
Fool'd, and beguil'd; by him thou, I by thcc, 880 
To truft thee from my iide ; imagin'd wife, 
Conftant, mature, proof againfl all alTaults ; 
And underftood not all was but a fhew, 
Tlather than Iblid virtue ; all but z rib. 
Crooked by nature, bent, as now appears, SSj 

More to the part Unifier from mc drawn ; 
Well if thrown out, as fupernumerary 
To my juft number found j — O ! why did God, 
Creator wife I that peopled highcft heav*n 
With fpirits mafculinc, create at lall ^^-^y^ 

This novcity on earth, \Vi\s iz\\ dde^ 
0/ nature^ And aot fill tVie vioA<i^v Qiw^^ ^^- 
\3iV 



292 Parad I SE Lost. Book X* 

With men, as angeis, without f^rniniae f 

Or Hnd il)mc other way to gcneiatc 

Mankind ? This miichicf had not then bcfairn, Spjr 

And more that ihail befal : innumerable 

Dilturbanccs on earth through female (hares. 

And ftrai^ht conjunction with this fex ! for, either 

He never (hall find out fit mate ; but fuch 

As fome misfortune brings him, or miiiake ; j^oa 

Or, whom he wilhcs molt, (hall feldom gain 

Through her perverfenefs ; but (hall fee her gala'd 

By 'a far worfc : or, if Ihc love, with-hcid 

B> parents ; or, his happieit choice too late 

Shall meet, already link'd, and wedlock-bound 90 j 

To a fell adverfary, his hate, or (hame : 

Which infinite calamity (hall caufe 

To human life, and houlhold peace confound ! — 

H E added not, and from her turn'd — But Eve 
Nor Co repu!s*d, with tears that ceas'd not flowing. 
And :rc(ri:s ail dif-order'd, at his feet pn 

Fell liumbic ; and, embracing them, be^ught 
His peace, and thus proceeded in her phint, 

F o R s A K E me not thus, Adam! Witnefs heav'n 
W^ut love (incere, an<i reverence in my heart 
I li.ar th(c, and un-wceting have offended, pir 

Unhappily dccciv'd ! Thy fuppliant 

I b^ g, and cJafp thy knt.-: : bereave me not 

\V.!' leon I live ! ihy gentle looks, thy aid, 
Th\ c^^anfel, in this uttermoft difirefs, njo 

My oni-y ilrcngth, and itay ! Forlorn of thee, 
Whiri'cr hall I bciakc me, — where fubfift ? 
'Whih ytt v>c live, Icarce one ihort hour perhaps. 
Between utj two let l\^ctc\>e w *.ce\ WJcv^ivcAtv^ 
Am join'a in injuiies> on© ^viovvx^ <^;Lii 
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Againlt a foe by doom cxprefs aflignM us. 

That cruel fcrpent ! — On me cxcrcile not 

Thy hatred, for this mifery befaiPn ; 

On me, already loll ! Me, than thy felf 

More miferable ! Both have linM ! but, thou 930 

Againit God only; I, agninlt God, and thee : 

And to the place of judgment will return. 

There with my cries importune lieav*n j that all 

The ftntence, from thy head r«imov'd, may light 

Ou me ; fole caufe to thee of all this woe i ^^f 

Me ! mcl only juft objcdl of his ire 1 

She ended weeping j and her lowly plight 
Immoveable, 'till peace obtained from fault 
Acknowledged, and deplor'd, in Adam wrought 
Commiferation : foon his heart relented 949 

Tow'rds her, his life fo late, and fole delight. 
Now at his feet fubmiffive in diftrefs ! 
Creature fo fair his reconcilement fceking. 
His counfcl, whom Hie had difpieas'd, his aid I 
At once difarm'd, his anger all he loll ; ^^g 

And thus with peaceful words up-rais'd her fbon. 

Unwary ! and too defirous, as before, 
So now, of what thou know'ft not, who defir-fl: 
The punilhment all on thy felf! Alas ! 
Bear thine own firft ; ill able to fuftain 950 

Hie full wrath, whofe thou feePft as yet Icaft part; 
And my difpleafure bcar'ft fo ill. If pray'rs 
Coi'.id alter high decrees, I to that place 
AVould fpeed before thee ; and be louder heard. 
That on my head all might be viljted ; jf ^ 

Thy frailty, and infirmer fcx, {vw^nV.% 
To mc committed, and by rcv^ c^^^^* 
Satf rife i — kt us no moxe couvexA^ ox>c\»xsNft^ ^ 

i 
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Each other ; blain*d enough el fe where ! but, flrive 

In ofllccs oliove, how we may lighten pdo 

Each other's I indrn, in our iharc of woe : 

Sinro ihU <iay*s dtaih dcnounc'd, if ouaht I (ec. 

Will prove no fuuclcn, but a (low-pac*cC evil ; 

A long day's dyin;;» to au^rment our pain, 

And to oLir feed, O haplcfs feed ! derivM. ^6y 

To whom thus Eve, recov 'ring heart, rcpJyM. 
Adam ! by fad experiment, I know 
How little weight my words with thee can find. 
Found fo erroneous ; thence by juft event 
Found (6 unfortunate: ncverthclcfs, pyo 

Rcrtor'd by thee, vile as I am ! to place 
of new acceptance, hopeful to re-gain 
Thy love, the fole contentment of my heart. 
Living, or dying, from thcc I will not hide 
What thoughts in my un-quict brcalt arc ris'n ; pyj 
Tending to fome relief of our extienies. 
Or end ; though fharp, and fad, yet tolerable 
As in our evils, and of eafier choice. 
If care of our defcent perplex us moft, 
' Which muft be born to certain woe, devour'd p8o 
By Death at lali, and miferable it is 
To be to others caufe of mifcry. 
Our o'A'n begotten ; and of our loins to bring 
Into this curfcd world a woeful race ; 
That, after wretched life, mull be at laft p8j 

Food for fo foul a monller ! in thy pow'r 
It lies yet, ere conception, to prevent 
The race un-biefl, to being yet un-begot. 
Childlcfs thou art, childlcfs remain : fo Death 
Shall be dccdv'd his glut \ and with us two ppo 

Be forced to fatisfy his rav'uou^ vt^v«. 
^»t. If tbou judge it hard, and 6:^S^.c>A^^ 
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Converfing, looking, loving, to abftain 
From love's due rites, nuptial embraces fweet; 
And with defire to languilh ^^ithout hope, 995: 

Before the prcfent objed languifhing 
With like clcfire ; which would be mifcry, 
And torment, lefs than none of what we dread ; 
Then, both our felves, and feed, at once to free 
From what we fear for both, let us make fhort, — 1000 
Let us feek Death : — or, he not found, fiipply 
With our own hands his office on our felvc«. 
Why ftand we longer fhiveiing under fears. 
That (hew no end but death ; and have the pow'r 
Of many ways to die, the fhorteftchufing, looy 

Deftrudtion with dedrudtion to dcftroy f ■ 

She ended here, or vehement delpair 
Broke off the reft : fo much of death her thoughts 
Had entertain'd, as dy'd her cheeks with pale. 
But Adam, with fuch counfel nothing fway'd, loio 
To better hopes his more attentive mind 
Laboring bad rais'd ; and thus to &VE reply*d. 

Eve! thy contempt of life, and pleafurc, (cems 
To argue in thee fbmething more fublime, 
And excellent, than what thy itiind contemns. 10 1 5 
But, felf-deftru(ftion therefore fought, refutes 
That excellence thought in thee ; and implies^ 
Not thy contempt, but anguilh, and regret, 
For lofs of life, and pleai'iire, over-lov'd. 
Or, if thou covet death, as utmoft end 1 020 

Of miffery ; fo thinking to evade 
The penalty pronounc'd ; doubt not but God 
Hath wifelier arm'd h\s vex\^<&^w\\xe, \\\'axv.^^5 
To be fbfcftaird : mucVi T\^ote 1 ^^^t , X^'^ \^;^> 
So fearch'd, will not exempt >3^* ^to\tvx^c. ^^^ 
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We are by doom to pay. Rather, fiich adb 
Of ccr.rumacy will provoke the highcfl. 
To make ilraih in us live ! Then, kt us feck 
Some (.ifcr relblution ; wliich methjnks 
I have in view, caliin;; to miud with heed 1030 

Part of 'our Icatcncc, that '* tbyfiedjballbniifi 
" The fir [tent's head ; " Piteous amends ! unleis 
Be meant, whom I copjetfture, our grand foe, 
S ATikN : who, in the lerpent, h^th cqQtriv'4 
Againfl us thj^ df^it. To cruih his head 1035 

Would be revenge indeed ; which will be loil 
By death brought on our (clvcp ; or childlefs days 
fUfolvM, as thou propofefl : fo, our foe 
Shall Tcapc his punishment ord^jn'd; and we 
Inflead lijall double ours upon our heads. 1040 

Is'o more be mentioned tlicn of vipkpcc 
Againft our felves ; and wUfvil barrenncis, 
That cuts us off from hope ; and favours only 
Rancor, and pride, impatience, and defpitc, 
ReliKflancc aorynit God, and bis juft yoke 1045' 

Laid on our necks. Remember with what miJd 
And gracious temper he both heard, and judg'd, 
Without wrath, or reviling. We expected 
Immediate difTolution, which wc thought 1049 

Was meant by death that day : when lo I to thee 
Pains only in ehild-be^uing were foretold. 
And bringing forth ; foon recompens'd with joy. 
Fruit of thy womb. On me the curfc adopc 
GlancM on the ground ; with labour I muft earn 
My bread : what harm f Idleneis h^d been worie : 
My labour will fuftuin me. And, left cold, • lojd 
Or heat, fliould injure us, his timely care 
Hath, un-bcfought, provided; ai\d \\v* V«v.tvd"i 

. CJomb'd us unworthy -, p\iYm£Vi\v\\eVt\>\^i\, . 

iffow m^ch more, if we pra^ V^vrcv, v\V\\^v^ t«i \ote 
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Be open, anci his hcsrt to pity incline f 

And teach ns further by vvh?.r means fo fliuri 

Th* inclcnu'it ieaibns, rain, ice, hail, and fnow; 

"Which nov/ t^e. P.<y, ^'ith various 6ce, begins 

To (hcw us in riiis miJuntain ; while th6 winds lotfjj 

Blow m-iii, an-. -vfcn, fliattering the craceful Ibct^ 

Of th«:fv; fair-fpu 'Inp, trees : whidi bids us leek 

Sonic bd;r 'hfrtud, Tone bitter warhith, b cherl& 

Our limbs beT^umbM , erfe this diumll ft^rt* 

Leave cold the n'ght, ho^ we his gathfePd" Bcariis 

Relieved, may wilh rtiatter fcfe foment ; 1671 

Or, by collilion of two bodies, grind 

The air attritc to fire ; as late the clouds 

Juliling, or pufHM >*Jth winds, rud% in their (hock 

Tine the flant light'ning ; whofe thwart flame driv'n 

Kindi.s the gummy bark of fir, and pine ; [down, 1075 

And lendb a comfortable -heat from far. 

Which might fupply the fun. Such fire to uie. 

And what may elCc be remedy, or cure 

To evils, which our own mii-deeds have wrought ; 

He will inftruL^V Us praying, and of grace io8i 

Befecching hini ; fo as we need not fear 

To pals commddbuHy this life, fuflain'd 

By him with many comforts, 'till we end 

In dud ; our final reft, and native home 1 1085- 

What better canC \ite do, than to the place 

Repairing where he judgM us, proftrate fidi 

Before him reverent; and there confefs 

Humbly our faults, and pardon beg ; with tears 

Wat'ring the ground, and with our fighs the air 1090 

Frequenting, fent from hearts contrite, in fign 

Oflbrrow unfeignM, and humiliation meek; 

Undoubtedly he will relent, avi^ Varcv 

From bis di^teafure v ui viYvofc VjoV fex^cAv 



^^ 



298 Paradise Lost. Book X« 

When angry moft he feem'd, and molt fevere, 1095 
What dk but favour, grace, and mercy, (hone ? 

So (pake our father penitent : nor Eve 
Felt le(s remorfe. They forthwith to the place 
Repairing where he judg'd them, proftrate fell 
Berare him reverent ; and both confefsM 
Humbly their faults ; and pardon begM ; with tears 
Watering the ground ; and with their fighs the air 
Freauenting, lent from hearts contrite ; in figa 
Of (orrow unfeign'd, and humiliation meek. 
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The ARGUMENT. 

The Son of Cod frcfer^s to Ins Father the prayers 
ofourfirfl parents now repent ingy and intercedes for 
them .'God accepts them^ but declares that they muft 
no longer abide in Paradife : fends Michael with a 
"band of Cherubim to difpoffefs them ; but firjl to reveal 
to Adam future things : Michael V coming down, 
Adam Jhews to Eve certain ominous figns : he difcerns 
MichacIV approach \ goes out to meet him : the Angel 
denounces their departure, £v eV Lamentation. Adam 
pleads y but fubmlts : the angel leads him up to a high 
hill : fets before him in vijion what Jhall happen Uill 
the Flood* 
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THUS they, in iowiiefl plight, repentant ftodd 
Praying ; for, from tlic mercy-fcot above, 
Prerenitot grace defcending^ had removfd 
The flony from their hearts, and made new fiefh . 
Regenerate groiv inftead -, that figlis now brdath'd 5 
Un-utterable ; which the fpirit of prtyV 
Ififpir'd, and w.ing'd for hcav'n with i'peedier fli^ ' 
Than ioudeft oratory. Yet their port 
Not of meatl Tuitors ; nor important icfs 
Seem*d their petition, than when th' antient pah:. 10 
In fiibles old, iefs antient yet than thcfe, 
Deucalion, and chafle Pyrrha, to reftore 
The race of mankind drownM, before the ihrine 
of T H E MIS ftood devout. To hcav'n their pray'ra 
Ficw up, nor mifAi the way, by envious \vu\dA \s 
13lown vagabond, or frullrate : m vV\eY v^fe*^ 
Vimeniionleb ihro* hcav'ttW Ack^\s •. v\\e:\\tVA 
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With incenfe, where the golden altar fum'd, 
BJr their great interceflTor, came in fight "' 

Before the Father's throne : them the glad SoM 
Prefenting, thus to intercede began. 2 1 

^EE, Father 1 what firft fruits on earth are Iprusg 
From thy implanted '.grace in man ! thefe iighs. 
And pray'rs, which in this golden cen(er, mix'd 
With incenfe, I thy prieft before thee bring : JJ 

Fruits of more pleafing favour, from thy feed 
Sown with contrition in his heart, than thofe 
Which, his own hand manuring, ail the trees 
Of Paradife coulH have produc'd, ere fall'n 
Frommnocencc. Now therefore, bend thine car 30 
To fupplication ; hear his fighs, though mute ! 
Unlkilful with what words to pray, let me 
Interpret for him : Me, his advocate. 
And propitiation ; all his worJcs 6a me, 
Good, or not good, ingraft : My merit thofe 35 

Shall perfect ; and for thefe, my death (hall pay. 
Accept me ; and, in me, from thefe receive 
cTh&fmeli of peace tow'rd mankind : let him live 
Before thee reconciled, at lead his days 
Numl>etf'd, tho' fad, 'till death, his doom, which I 40 
To mitigate thus plead, not to reverfe, 
To better life ftiaii yield him : where with me 
All my redeemed may dwell, in joy, and blifs ; 
Made one with me, as I with thee am one. 

To whom the Father, without cloud, ferene. 
All thy requeft for man, accepted Son ! 46 

Obtain ; all thy rcq^ueft was my decree. 
But, ionger in thai Pax?L^\fc xo ^"vt^X^ 
The law I give to Tv^t>3iTe \v\m ^o\Wa. 
^lYoCc pure immortd eVem^ivx^. v\v«ax.Ystf^^ V 
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No grofs, no un-harmonious mixture foul, 

£je^l him, tainted now ; and purge him oif, 

As a diltemper» groCs, to air as grofs. 

And mortal food ; as may difpofe him beft 

For diflblution wrought by fin, that firft ^j 

Diilempcr'd all things ; and of incorrupt, 

Qotrupted. I^ at firft, with two fair gifts 

Created him endowM ; with happinefs, . 

And immortality : that, fondly loll ; 

This other, ferv'd but to eternize woe ; 60 

'Till I provided death : fo death becomes 

His^ final remedy : and, after life, 

Try'd in (harp tribulation, and refin'd 

By faith, and faithful works ; to fecond life, 

Wak'd in the renovation of the juft, ^j 

Refigns him up, with heav'n and earth renew'd. 

But. let US call to fynod all the bleft. 

Thro' heav'n *s wide bounds : from them I will not hide 

My judgments, how with mankind I proceed ; 

As how with peccant angels late they (aw -, 7^ 

And in their ftate, tho* firm, flood more confirmed. 

He ended, and the Son gave fignal high 
To the bright mlnifler that watch'd : he blew 
His trumpet, heard in Oreb fince, perhaps 
When God defcended; and, perhaps, once more 75 
To found at general doom. Th' angelic blaft 
Fili'^ all the ^regions : from their blilsful bow'rs 
(Jf amarantin (hade, fountain, or fpring, 
By the waters of li^, where-e'er they (at 
In £ellow(hips of joy, the fons of light go 

Haded, relbrting to the fummons high \ 
And took tlieir feats : 'till from Vus \.V\Totvt K^^^\^'wv«i 
Tti^ Almighty thus pronour^cM \m foVxeX^ ^nX"^. 
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O Sons! like one of Us man is become 
To know both good and evil, fince his tafte 85 

Of that defended fruit : but, let him boaft 
His knowledge of good loft, and evil got : 
Happier ! had it fuffic'd him to have known 
Good by it felf, and evil not at all. 
He forrows now, repents, and prays contrite ; p9 
My motions in him : longer than they moTe, 
His heart I know how variable, and vain, 
Self-left. Left therefore his now bolder hand 
Reach alio of the tree of life, and eat, 
And live for ever, dream at leaft to five oj 

For ever, to remove him I decree. 
And fend him from the garden forth, to till 
The ground whence he was taken ; fitter foil ! 

Michael, this my beheft have thou in charg;^: 
Take to thee from among the Cherubim loO 

Thy choice of flaming warriors ; left the fiend. 
Or in behalf of man, or to invade 
Vacant poffeflion, (bme new trouble raife. 
Hafte thee, and from the Paradife of God, 
Without remorfe, drive out the finful pair ; iOj[ 

From hallow'd ground th' unholy : and denounce 
To them, and to their progeny, from thence 
Perpetual banifhment. Yet, left they feint. 
At the fad fentence rigoroufly urg'd. 
For I behold them foften*d, and with tears no 

Bewailing their cxcefs, all terror hide. 
If patiently thy bidding they obey, 
Difrnifs them not difconfblate : reveal 
To A D A M what (hall come in future days. 
As I /hall thee inVA^V\\:et\ \ vcvxtxmv^ tlj 

My covenant in the viom?LW*vfet^\w\t.V\\ 
Sq fend them forth, x\W foxxQVwv^ ^t^^>sw ^^cm*. 
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And on the eaft-fide of the garden place. 

Where entrance up from Eden eafic/l climbs, 

Cherubic watch ; and of a fword the flame 120 

"Wide-waving ; all approach far off to fright. 

And guard all paOfagc to the tree of life ; 

Left Paradi(e a receptacle prove 

To fpirits foul, and all my trees their prey ; 

Vf'ith whofe itoi'n fruit man once more to delude, is 5' 

He ceas'd ; and the Arch-Angelic Pow'r prepar Vl 
For fwift descent ; with him the cohort bright 
Of watchful Cherubim : four feces each 
Had, like a double Janus; all their fhape 
Spangled with eyes, more numerous than tliofe i}o 
Of A R G u s ; and more wakeful than to drouze, 
CJiarm'd with Arcadian pipe, the paft'ralr^ 
Of Her ME s, or his opiate rod. Mean-while, 
To re-falute the world with facred light i|4 

Levcothea wak'd ; and with fre/h dews imbolniM - 
The earth; when Adam, and firA matron Eve, 
Had ended now their oriibns ; and found 
Strength added from above ; new hope to fpring 
Out of dcfpair ; joy, but with fear yet link'd ; 
Which thus to £ v £ hi^ welcome words renew'd. 

£ VE ! cafily may faith admit, that all 141 

The good which we enjoy, from heav*n defcends ; 
But, that from us ought Ihould afcend to heav'n. 
So prevalent, as to concern the mind 
Of God high-bleft ; or, to incline his will ; 145' 

Hard to belief may feem : yet, this will pray'r. 
Or one (hort figh of human breath, up-lx)rn 
Ew*n to the feat of God. For, imce \ ^q.>3^^\ 

Sy prayer th' offended Dciiy t' a)j»v>*i^^*i % 

KnceVd, and before him humbVcA a^\ vw^ ^^^^^'^'^ 'v ^ 
X 3 ^\o.^«^ 
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Meth ought I faw him placable and mild, 

Bending his ear: perfuadon in me grew 

That 1 was heard with favour ; peace return 'd 

Home to my brcaft ; and to my memory 

His promife, that " thy feed (hall brai(e our foe.'* 155 

Which, then not minded in diimay, yet now 

Aflures me that the bittemefs of death 

Is paft, and we (hall live. Whence, hail to thee ! ^ 

Eve rightly caiPd, mother of all mankind. 

Mother of all things living, fince by thee 1 60 

Man is to live ; and all things live for man ! 

To whom thus Eve, with fad demeanor meek : 
111- worthy I, fuch title fhould belong 
To me trani^reflbr ! who, for thee ordain'd 
A help, became thy fnare : to me reproach 1 65 

Rather belongs, diuruft, and all difpraife ! 
But, infinite in pardon was my judge, 
That I, who firit brought death dn sJl, am gracM 
The fource of life : next favourable, thou ; 
Who highly thus t* intitle me vouchfaf'ft i 170 

Far other name defer ving ! But, the field 
To labour calls us, now with fweat imposM, 
Though after fleeplefs night : for fee ! the mom» 
All un-concern'd with our un-reft, begins 
Her rofy progrefs fmiling ; let us forth ; IJ^ 

J never from thy fide henceforth to ftray, 
Where-e*er our day's work lies ; tho* now enjoin'd 
Laborious, 'till day droop : while here we dwell, 
.What can be toilfom in thefe pleafant walks f 
Here let us live, though in fall'n ftate, content ! 180 

So fpake, fo w\ftv'd ttwxdvhumbled Eve ; but fate 
Sub/crib'd not : nal\\Te ^\^ ^v^^^^i, \tiv^\^^^*4 
On bird, beaft, air •, ak ^\3Ldd^ivVj tc\v^%^$^. 
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After fhort blufli of morn : nigh in her fight, 
The bird of Jove, ftoop'd from his aery tour, 185 
Two birds ot gaveft plume before him drove : 
Down from a hill the beaft that reigns in woods, 
Firft hunter then, purfu'd a gentle brace, 
Goodiiefl of ail the foreft, hart, and hind ; 
Diredt to th' eaftem gate was bent their flight*. 190 
Adam obferv'd, and with his eye the chafe 
Purfui^g, not unmov*d, to. £v£ thus fpake. 

Q Eve ! Come further change awaits us nigh, 
Which hcav'n, by th^e mute figns in nature, Ihews . 
Fore-runners of his purpofe : or to warn ipj 

Us, haply too fecure, of our dilcharge 
^rom penalty, becaufe from death released 
Some days : how long, and what 'till then our life. 
Who knows ? Or more than this, that we are dul^ 
And thither muft return, and be no more ? 200 

Why elfe this double objed in our fight, 
Of night purfu'd in th' air, and o*er the ground, 
One way the feil-famc hour ? Why in the caft 
Darknc'ls ere day's mid-courle ? and morning light 
More orient in yon weftern cloud, that draws 205 
O'er the blue brmament a radiant white ; 
And flow dcfccnds, with (bmething heav'nly fraught f 

ilE err'd not ; for by this the heav'nly bands 
Down from a Iky of jafper lighted now 
In Paradile, and on a hill made halt : 2 10 

A glorious apparition ! had not doubt, 
And carnal fear, that day dim'd Adam's eye. 
Kot that more glorious, when the angels met 
Jacob in Ma h ax aim-, v:tet\v^^v«N 
The Held paviiion'd wUh V\is g;a^xdv^Tv^\i^\^'>^'^''*^ 
JVoi- that, which on the flanV\v\^ tv\o>3^^' «^^^^^^^'2y. 
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In Doth AN, cover'd with a camp of fire, 

Againftthc Syrian king; who to furprizc 

One man, affaffine like, had levy'd war ; 

War un-proclaim'd. The princely hierarch sio 

In their bright (tand there left his f ow'rSi to feifc 

Poflcflion of the garden -, he alone 

To find where Adam flielter'd, took his wajr, 

Not un-percciv'd of A d a M, who to E v E, 

While the great vifitant approachVI, thus (pake. »ay 

Eve! now expeft great tidings, Which perhaps 
Of us will foon determine ; or impofe 
New laws to be obferv'd : for, I defgry. 
From yonder blazing cloud that veils the (lill. 
One of the heav'niy hoft ; and, by his gait, jjo 

None of the meaneft : fbme great potentate,. 
Or of the thrones above, fuch majefty 
Invcfts him coming ! yet not terrible. 
That I fhould fear ; nor fociably mild, 
As Raphael, that I fhould much confide; ^35 
But folcmn, and fublime : whom not t* offend. 
With reverence I mud meet, and thou retire. 

H E ended ; ahd th' Arch- Angel fbon drew nigh. 
Not in his (hape coelcftial, but as man 
Clad to meet man : over bis lucid arms 240 

A military veft of purple flow'd ; 
Livelier than Meliboean, or the. grain 
Of Sarra, worn by kings, and heroes old. 
In time of truce ; Iris had dip'd the wooff; 
His ftarry helm unbuckled, fhew'd him prime 245 
In manhood, where ^jouth ended : by his fide. 
As in a glill'rlng zodiac, \\wiv^\>wi K^as^, 
5^ tan's dire dread-, atid\x\\\\sV^^^'^ V«* 
Adam bow'dlow ; he, Wm^^V^, ^^*^^^^^^*^ ,^^^ 
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Inclin'd not, but hb Cdming thus deciarVi. 250 

Adam ! hcav'n's high bchcft no prefice needs : 
Sufficient that thy pray'rs are heard, and death, 
Then due by fentence when thou (Jidft uanfgrefs. 
Defeated of his fcifqre many days, 
Giv'n thee of grace, wherein thou may*ft repent, 7f% 
And one bad ^d with m^ny deeds well done 
May 'ft cover : well jnay then thy I/ord, appeas'd. 
Redeem thee quite from death's rapacious claim. 
But, longer in this Pdradife to dwell 
Permits not : to remove thee I am come, 260 

And fend thee from the garden forth, to till 
The ground whence thou waft taken, fitter foil ! 

H« added not; for Adam at the news 
Heart-ftruck with chilling gripe of Ibrrow ftood. 
That all his fenfc? bound ! Eve, who un-fcen 26 j 
Yet all bad heard, with audible lament 
Difcover'd fbon the place of her retire. 

O UNEXPECTED ftroke, worfe than of death ! 
Muft I thus leave thee, Paradife I thus leave 
Thee, native foil ! thefe happy walks, and fhades, 
Fit haunt of Gods ? where I had hope to fpend, 271 
Quiet, though ftd, the refpit of that day 
That muft be mortal to us both I O flowTS, 
That never will in other climate grow ; 
My early vifitation, and my laft 275" 

At ev*n, which I bred up with tender hand 
From the firft op'ning bud, and gave ye names ! 
Who now (hall rear ye to the fun, or r^cvV;. 
Your tnbcs, and water from \VC ^rc^tQfcs^^<2Ni»xX 
Tbee kdly, nuptial bovu't \ V>v tcv^ ^^wc^^ J^ 

With what to fight, or fmc\\» v<;jl^ tfli^^^^'^ 'bioTCwXc* 
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How (hall I part, and whither ii^andei down 

Into a lower world ; to this obfcurc. 

And wild f How (hail we breathe in other air 

Lefs pure, accuAom'd to immortal Bruits ? 285 

Whom thus the angel interrupted miJd : 
Lament not, £ v £ ! but patiently refign 
"What juftly thou haft loft : nor tet thy heart. 
Thus over-fond, on that which is not. thine. 
Thy going is not lonely ; with thee goes a5K> 

Thy husband ; him to follow thou art bound : 
/Where he abides, think there thy native foil. 

Ada M, by this from the cold fudden damp 
Recovering, and his fcatter*d fpirits returned ; 
To Mi CH A EL thus his humble words addrefs'd. sp; 

CoELESTiAL ! whether among the thrones, or nam'd 
Of them the higbeft ; for fuch of (hape may feem 
Prince above princes ! gently haft thou told 
Thy meffage, which might elfe in telling wound. 
And, in performing, end us : what bcfidcs 300 

of forrow, and dcje<ftion, and defpair. 
Our frailty can fultain, thy tidings bring. 
Departure from this happy place, our fwect 
"Recefg, and only confolation left \ 

Familiar to our eyes ! all places elfe 3Q5 

Inhofpitable appear, and defblate ; 
>{or knowing us, nor known. And if by pray'r 
IncefTant, I could hope to change the will 
Of him who all things can, I would not ceafe 
To weary him with my afEduous cries. 310 

But, pray \ againft hU abfolVux^ ^ec\tt 
Ab more avails, than brcaiVv 2Lgux\^ xJcv^ ^'vci^ \ 
Blgwxx jitming back on Wm\X^a^^.V>xca^\ft^\^."i^;^^^^^ 
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Therefore to his great bidding I fubmit ! 
This mo(t afflidts me, that departing h^nce, 31 j 

AJs from h\% face I fhall be hid, depriv'd 
His blefled count'nance ! Here I could frequent 
With worihip, place by place, where he vouch&Td 
Prefence divine : and to my fons relate ; 
•* On this mount he appear'd ; under this tree 320 
'< Stood vifible ; among thefe pines his voice 
*M heard ; here with him at this fountain talk 'd.** 
So many grateful altars I would rear 
Of graHy turf; and pile up every ftone 
Of luftre, from the brook ; in memory, 34^ 

• Or monument of ages : and thereon 
offer fwcct-fmelling gums, and fruits, and flow'rs. 
In yonder nether world where ihall I fcek 
His bright appearances, or foot-ftep trace f 
For though I fled him angry, yet recall'd 330^ 

:To life prolong'd, and promised race, I now 
Gladlv behold, though but his utmoft (kirts 
Of glory ; and far-off his fteps adore. 

T o whom thus Michael with regard benign. 

Adam! thou know'ft heav*n his, and all the earth : 
■ Not this rock only, his Omniprelence fills '336 

Land, fea, and air, and every kind that lives, 

Fomented by his virtual pow'r, and warm'd. 

All th' earth he gave thee to poffefs, and rule ; 

No defpicable gift ! furmife not then 349 

.His preience to thelc narrow bounds confinM 

Of Paradife, or Eden : this had been 

Perhaps thy capital feat, from whence had fpread 

All generations ; and had thither comft^ 

From aJJ the ends of th* catxh, to cj^tVw^Xfc "^ik' 

And reverence thee, their great i^xo^tKTAVcsi. 
Bat this pras-cminencc thou \\^ft \oft. \ Vix^v^^"^ ^"^ 
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To dwell on even ground now with thy ibns« 
J Yet, doubt nut but in vaJlcy, and in plain, 

!' God is, as Iicrc ; and will be founci alike 359 

Frcll-nt ; and of his prefence many a fign 
Still following thcc, Jlill compafltng thee round 
With goodncls, and paternal Jove, his face 
Ex^'rcis, and of his itcps tlie tradl divine. 
Which that thou may*lt believe, and be conGim'd 
Ere thou from hence depart ; know, I am fent 35^ 
To flicw tlicc what (hall come in future days 
To thee, and to thy otT-fpring : good with bad 
Expe^ft to hear ; fupcrnal grace cootending 
With llnfuinefs of men ; thereby to learn 360 

True patience ; and to temper joy with fear. 
And pious ibrrow; equally inur*d 
By moderation either ibte to bear, 
Profperous, or adverfc : ib Ihalt thou lead 
" Safcit thy life, and beft prepr'd endure 365 

Thy mortal paffagc when it comes. Afccnd 
Ij This hill ; let Eve, for I have drench'd her eyes. 

If Here deep below, while thou to forefight wak'it; 

4 As once thou ilcpt'ii, while ihe to life was form'd. 

To whom thus Adam gratefully reply'd. 370 
a Afccnd, I follow thee, fafe guide ! the path 

l- Thou Icad'lt me ; and to th' hand of heav*n fuhoutt 

H! However chaft*ning ! to the evil turn 

yj My obvious brealk ; arming to overcome 

■" By fuffering, and cam red from labour won ; 375 
It fo I may attain i — So both afccnd. 
In the vifions of God. It was a hill, 
Of Paradifc the higheft ; from whofe top 
The iicmi/jihere of eatiK v^ cWw^^ Vt^, 
Strctch'd out to th' amv^Vcft. i^^^cVv o"i ^iqS^r&Y^^. •jJ*^ 
Not h'jgWv that hill, not >n\Aw ^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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WhereoD) for different caufe, the tempter fet 

Our fccond Adam, in the wildernefs ; 

To fhew him al! earth's kingdoms, and their glory. 

His eye might there command wherever flood 38^ 

City, of old or modem fame j the (cat 

Of mightieft empire : from thr deftin*d walls 

Of G A M B A L U, feat ofCATHAIANGHAM; 

And Samarcand by Oxus, Temir*s throne 1 
To Pbkxn, of SiNJEAN kings : "and thence 3^ 
To Agra, and Lahor, of^great Mogul; 
Down to the golden Chersonesb : or where 
The Persian in IScbatan fat: brfince 
In Hispahan: or, where the Russian Czar 
In Moscow; or the Sultan in Bizance, ^^§ 
TuRCHESTAiT-bom : nor could his eye not ken 
Th* empire of Negus, to his utmoft port 
E RCoco; and the Icfs maritim kmgs, 
MoNBAZA, and Q^uiLOA, andMELiND, 
AndSoFALA, thought P h i R, to the realm 400 
Of Congo, and Angola, fiirtheft fbuth: 
Or thence, from Niger flood to ATLAsmount^ 
The kingdoms of A LMANS or, Fez, and S us, 
Morocco, and Algiers, and Tremisen : 
Or Europe thence, and where Rome was to fway 
The world : in fpirit perhaps he alio faw ^06 

Kich Mexico, the (eat of MoNTEztrMS, 
And Cusco in Peru, the richer feat 
Of Atabalipa : and yet un-fpoil*d 
Guiana ; whofe great city Gervon's fpns 410 
Call El Dorado. But, to nobler fights, 
Michael from A D A w*s eyes the film remov'd. 
Which that feHe fruit that fmsmisM deaier (l^t 
Had bred ; then purg'd, xc'\\V\ exx>^>Kt^K"^ «A vs^fe^ 
The vUuaI nerve ; for be V\^A ywvlcYv to K«r. %.^ ' 

Aodfrom tbc well of Hfe xiuc« te>v^>toK^ ^* 
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So deep the powV of thefe ingredients pierc'd, 

£v'n to the inmoft (eat of mental fight. 

That Adam, now inforcM to cloie his eyes, - 

Sunk down, and all his fpirits became intrans'd : 420 

But, him the gentle angel by the hand 

Soon rais'd, and his attention thus recalled. 

Adam ! now ope thine eyes ; and firft behold 
Th' efie(5ls, which thy original crime hath wroudit 
In fbme to fbring from thee ; who never toucb'd 
Th' excepted tree ; nor with the fnake conipir'd $ 
Nor fin'd thy fin ; yet from that fin derive 426 

Corruption, to bring forth more violent deeds. 

His eyes he open'd, and beheld a field. 
Part arable, and tilth ; whereon were (heaves 4J0 
New reap'd : the other part, (heep-walks and folds : 
I' th' midft, an altar, as the land-mark, flood ; 
I(uftic, of gralTy fod : thither anon 
A fweaty reaper from his tillage brought 
Firft fruits, the green ear, and the yellow fheaf ; 455' . 
Uncuird, as came to hand : a fhepherd next. 
More meek, came with the firfllings of his flock> 
Choicefl, and bed : then facrificing, laid 
The inwards^ and their fat, with incenfe flrew'd. 
On the cleft wood, and all due rites perform'd : 440 : 
His oflT'ring fbon propitious fire from heav'n 
Confum'd, with nimole glance, and grateful fleam : 
The other's not, for his was not fincere. 
Whereat he inly rag'd, and as they talk'd, 
Smote him into the midriff with a flone, 44J; 

That beat out life : he £dl -, and, deadly pale, 
Groan'd out his foul, w\i\i ^vxWvvi^ViWd ^ff^^'d I 
Mmf:h at the fight was Ad mi \wVi\^>Qewi 
IX&ay'd, and thus in Uaft<i to xVC ^w^^\ ^^^^^^^j^^. 
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OTeacher! ifome great mifchief hath befeirn 
To that meek man, who weJl had facrific'd : 
Is. piety thus» and puris devotion paid f 

T' WHOM Michael thus, he al(b movM, reply 'd : 
Thefe two are brethren, Adam, and to come 
Out of thy loins : th* unjuft the juft hath flain ; 45*5 
For envy, that his brother's offermg found 
From heav'n acceptance ; but the bloody hA 
Will be aveng'd ; and th' other's faith, approv'd, 
Lofe no reward ; though here thou fee him die, 
Rolling in dufl, and gore. To which our fire. 4^0 

(. Alas, both for the deed, and for the caufe ! 

But, have I now feen Death ? is this the way 

I mufl return to native duft f O fight 

Of terror, foul, and ugly to behold. 

Horrid 'to think, how terrible to feel! j^6§ 

*' To whom thus Michael. Death thou hafl feen 

In his firft fhape on man : but many (hapes 

Of DEAtH, and many are the ways that lead 

To his grim cave : all difmal ! yet to fenfe 

More terrible at th* entrance, than within. 470 

Some, as thou faw'fl, by violent flroke (Kail die ; 

By fire, flood, famine : by intemperance more, 

In meats, and drinks, which on the earth fhall bring 

Difeafcs dire : of which a monftrous crew 

Before thee ihall appear ; that thou may'il know 47; 

What mifery th' in-ab(linence of Eve 

Sliall bring on men. Immediately a place 

Before his eyes appeared, fad, noifom^ dAxV.^ 

A lazar-hou/e it feemM ; whctcm vic^^NacA. 

Numbers of ill difeas'd : a\\ ttva.V^d\w ^ 

Of ghaiUHA^Qn, or racking vo\\:mi«. ^•jXnsw^ 



lamAii 



Ii6 Paradise Lost. BookXL 

Of heart-dck agony, all fev'rous kiodsi 
Convulfions, cpilcpfies, fierce catarrhs^ 
Inteftin ftone, and ulcer, cholic-pangSy 
Dsemoniac phrcnzy, moaping melancholy^ ^Sjf 

And moon-lhuck madnefsi pining atrophy, 
Marafmus, and wide-wailing peftilence, 
Dropfies, and afthmas, and joint^ncking rheuins. 
Dire was the toiTing 1 deep the groans ! Despair 
Tended die fick, bufiell irom couch to couch : 4^0 
And over them triumphant Death his dart 
Shook ; but delayM to llrike, though oft invoked 
With vows, as their chief good, aad final hope. 
Sight fo deform what heart of rock could long 
Dry-ey'd behold ? Adam could not» but wept/ 4pj 
Though not of woman born ; compaffion quell'd 
His beft of man, and gave him up to tears 
A Ipace ; 'till firmer thoughts reftrain'd excels. 
And fcarce recovering words his plamt renew'd. 

O MISERABLE mankind ! to what fall joo 

Degraded, to what wretched ftate referv'd ! 
Better end here unborn ! Why is life giv'n. 
To be thus wrefted from us f rather, why 
Obtruded on us thus ? who, if we knew 
What we receive, would either not accept 505 

Life offer'd ; or, ibon beg to lay it down ; 
Glad to be lb difmifs'd in peace. Can thus 
Th' image of God in man, created once 
So goodly, and ere<5t, though faultv fince ! 
To fuch unfightly fuflFerings be debas'd, ^-lo 

Under inhuman pains? Why fhould not man. 
Retaining flill divine fimiiitade 
Jn part, from fuch deJoivft\x\w \>ft fe^, 
Snd, for his Maker'b \ka^^ ^i^s.^, <vw«Bi>^\\ 
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Their Maker's image, anfwcr*d Michael, then 
Forlbok them, when themfelves they vilify *d 5 id 
To ferve ungovern'd appetite ; and took 
His image whom they ferv*d, a brutifh vice, 
Indudlive mainly to the fin of E v e. 
Therefore fo abjedl is their punifhment, ^20 

Disfiguring not G o d*s likenefs, but their own : 
Or, if his likenefs, by themlelves defac'd ; 
While they pervert pure nature's healthful rules 
To loathfome ficknefs -, worthily, fince they 
God's image did not reverence in themfclves. 525: 

I YIELD it jufl, faid Adam, and fubmit. 
But, is there yet no other way, befidcs 
Thefe painful pafTages, how we may come 
To death, and mix with our comnatural dull f 

There is, (aid Michael, if thou well obferve 
The rule of not too mHch ; by temperance taught 5-3 1 
In what thou eat'ft and drink'lt ; fceking from thence 
Due nouriihmont, not gluttenous delight : 
'Till many years over thy head return, 
So may 'ft thou live ; 'till, like ripe fruit, thou drop 
Into thy mother's lap ; or, be with eale $^6 

Gather'd, not harlhly pluck'd, for death mature. 
This is old age : but then, thou muft out live 
Thy youth, thy ftrcngth, thy beauty; which will change 
To wither'd, weak, and gray : thy (Inlbs then 5-40 
Obtufe, all tafte of pleafurc muft forego. 
To what thou haft ; and, for the air of youth, 
Hopeful and chearful, in thy blood will reign 
A melancholy damp of cold, and dry^ 
To wci^gh the fpints down ; aY\d VaVV coYNS.>3iTtv^ - WS 
The balm of life. — To whom out gLtitJcJ^ox* 
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IlENCEFORTHlfly Dot death, nor would prolcmg 
Life much ; bent rather, how I may be quit, 
Fairc(t, and eafic((, of this cumb'rous charge % 
Which I mud keep *tiJl my appointed day jp 

Of rendering up, and patiently attend 
My diflblution! Michael rcply*d. 

Nor love thy life, nor hate ; but, what thou liv*ft, 
Live well ; how long, or fhort, permit to heav'n : 
And now prepare thee for another fight. 55:5 

He look'd, and faw a fpacious plain, whereon 
Were tents of various hue : by (bme, were herds 
Of cattle grazing : others, whence the found 
of inliruments, that made melodious chime. 
Was heard, of harp/ and organ -, and who mov'd 560 
Their (lops, and chords, was feen : his volant touch 
Indindt through all proportions, low, and high, 
Flcil, and purfu'd travcrfe the refbnant fugue. 
In other part, Hood one who at the forge h^ 

Laboring, two mafTy clods of ir'n, and brafs, ydf 

Had melted (whether found where cafual fire 
Had waited woods, or mountain, or in vale, 
Vkmn to the veins of earth ; thence gliding hot 
To (<)me cave's mouth ; or, whether wafliM by flream 
From under-ground) the liquid ore he drain'd 570 
Into tit molds prepared ; from which he form'd 
Fir (I his own tools : then, what might clfe be wrought 
Fufil, or grav'n in metal. After thefc. 
But on the hither fide, a different fort 
From the high neighboring hills, which was their Icat, 
Down to the plain defcendcd : by their guife ^76 

Juli men they feem, and a\\ \Vvcvx ^\x^^ \sict>x. 

To worfhip Gooa-ngjtvt, 5LV\^VwiNi>KA^w\A 
Kot hid ; nor thofc th^s.* Va&, ^VCxec xeCt^^ v^J^ 
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Freedom, and peace to mert : they on the plain 586 
Long had not walk'd, when from the tents, behold I 
A bevy of fair women ; richly gay 
In gems, and wanton drefs : to ih* harp they fung 
Soft amorous ditties, and in dance came on. 
The men, tho' grave, ey'd them; and let their eyes 
Rove without rein ; 'till in the amorous net 585 

Firll caught, they lik'd ; and each his liking chole :" 
And now of love they treat, *till th' ev'ning flar 
Love's harbinger, appeared : then, all in heat 
They light the nuptial torch ; and bid invoke j-po 
Hymen, then firit to marriage rites invok'd : 
With feaft, and mufic, all the tents refound. 
Such happy interview, and fair event >. 

Of love, and youth not loft, fongs, garlands, flow'rs, 
And charming ly mphonies, attached the heirt * '59 j 
Of A D A M, foon inclined t* admit, delight, .. 

The bent of nature ! which he thus cxprcfs'd. 

True opener of mine eyes, prime angel bleft I 
Much better feems this vifion, and more hope 
of peaceful days portends, than thofe two paft : 600 
Thofc were of hate, and death, or pain much worfe j 
Here, nature feems fulfill 'd in all her ends. 

T o whom thus Michael. Judge not what is beft 
By pleafure, though to nature fecming meet ; 
Created, as thou art, to nobler end, 60J 

Holy, a^f.purc, conformity divine ! 
Thofe fents thou faw'ft fb pieafant, were the tents 
Of wickednefs •, wherein fliall dwell his race 
Who (lew his brother : ftudious they apijear 
Of arts that poJi/h life -, inveniois \^tt % ^\^ 

Unmindful oi their Maker, thou^Vv \vv^ ^^i^^*^^ 
Taught them ; but they his g^ifo ^cVuovAc'^^^ ^"^ 
Y 2 
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Yet, they a beauteous off-fpring fhall beget. 

For, that fair female-troop thou faw'ft, that (eem'd 

Of GoddefTcs, fo blithe, fo fmooth, fo gay- 6ij 

Yet, empty of all good, wherein confifts 

Woman's domeftic honour, and chief praife : 

Bred only, and completed, to the taftc 

Of luftful appetence ; to fing, to dance. 

To drefs, and troulc the tongue, and roll the eye : 

To thefe, that fober race of men, whofe lives 621 

Religious, titled them the fons of God, 

Shall yield up all their virtue, all their ^me. 

Ignobly ! to the trains, and to the fmiles 

Of thefe fair atheifts ; and now fwim in Joy, da; 

Ere-long to fwim at large, and laugh : for which 

The world ere-long a world of" tears mufl weep ! 

T o whom thus Adam, of fhort joy bereft. 
O pity, and Ihame ! that they, who to live welJ 
Entcr'd fo fair, fliould turn afide, to tread 630 

Paths indirect, or in the mid-way faint ! 
Kut, ftill I fee the tenor of man's woe 
Holds on the fame, from woman to begin. 

From man's effeminate flacknefs it begins. 
Said th' angel, who fhould better hold his place djj ' 
By wiidom, and Ibperior gifts receiv'd. 
But, now prepare thee for another fcene. 

11 E look'd, and faw wide territory fpread 
Before him, towns, and rural works between : 
Cities of men, with lofty gates, and tow'rs ; 6/^0 

Concouifc in arms -, fvetce {-^zz^ threatening war ; 
Giajits of mighty bone, ^xv^bcA^ ^to-yiX^^^X 
Part wield their arms-, ip2LTX.c\i\>:>x\\tfe"wxMSi^^«^\ 
Singh, or in array of Wu\^ x^^^'^t 
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Both horfe and foot ; nor idJy muflring flood : 645* 
One way, a band iciest from forage drives 
A herd of beeves, fair oxen, and fair kinc, 
From a fat meadow-ground ; or fleecy flock, 
Ewes, and their bleating lambs, over the plain ; 
Their booty : fcarce with life the ihepherds fly ; 6^0 
But call in aid ; which makes a bloody fray. 
With cruel tournament the fquadrons join : 
Where cattle paftur'd late, now, fcattcr'd lies 
With carcaflcs, and arms, th* infanguin'd field, 
Deferted. Others, to a city ftrong 655: 

Lay fiege, incamp'd ; by batt'ry, fcale, and mine, 
Affaulting : others, from the wall defend 
With dart, and iav'lin, ftoncs, and fulphVous fire : 
On each hand llaughter, and gigantic deeds ! 
In other part, the Iccptred heralds call 660 

To council, in the city gates ; anon 
Gray-headed men, and grave, with warriors mix'd, 
AfTemble ; and harangues are heard : but loon. 
In fa(^ious oppofition : 'till at lafl, 
Of middle age one rifing, eminent 66^ 

In wife deport, fpake much of right, and wrong,. 
Of iuftice, of religion, truth, and peace, 
And judgment from above : him old and young 
Exploded, and had feizM with violent hands ; 
Had not a cloud dcfccnding fhatch'd him thence, 670 
Unfcen amid the tiirong : fo, violence 
Proceeded, and opprciTion, and fvvord law. 
Through all the p!air., and refuge none was found. 
Adam was all in tears, and to his guide 
Lamenting turn'd full fad : O ! what arc ihcfc: ? 67 j 
Death's minillcrs, not men ! who liius deal death 
Inhumanly to men : aiui muU\\A^ 
Ten tlwufand'foU the fr.x of Www \^V^^ ^^^^ ^. 

lis brother: for, of \\Uo\n fv.\d\ iwi^S^xu^i ,^^ 

Y 3 
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Make they, but of their brethren ; men of men ? 
But, who was that juit man, whom had not heav'n 
RefcuM, had hi his rightcoufnefs been Joft f 

To whom thus Michael. Thefe arc the prodnd 
Of thofe ill- mated marriages thou (aw'ij ; 684 

Where p^ood with bad were matched ; who of themfUves 
Ablior to join : and, by imprudence mix*d, ' 

Produce prodigious births, of body or mind. 
Such were thefe giants -, men of high renown ! 
For, Th thofe days, might only fhall be admir'd ; 
And valour, and heroic virtue, call'd : (Jpo 

To ovucome in battle, and fubdue 
Nations, and biing home fpoils with infinite 
Man-flaughtcr, Ihall be held the highcft pitch 
of human glory ; and for glory done 
Of triumph, to be ftyl'd great conquerors, 695 

. Patrons of mankind, Gods, and fons of Gods : 
Dcflroyers rightlier calTd, and plagues of men. 
Thus fame fhall be atchicv'd, renown on earth ; 
And what moii merits fame, in filcnce hid. 699 

But, he, the fevcnth from thee, whom thou behcldii 
The only righteous in a world perverfe, 
And therefore hated, therefore i'o befet 
"With foes, for daring fingle to be jufl, 
And utler odious truth, that God would come 
To judge them with his faints : him the mofl high, 
Rap'd in a balmy cloud with winged fleeds, yo6 

Did, as thou faw'ii, receive; to walk with God 
}ligh in falvation, and the climes of blifs. 
Exempt from death : to (hew thee what reward 
Awaits the good ; the red, what punilhment : 710 
Which now dired t\V\t\c c^v:%, ^w»5v^v.>^xv\iOcsaVl, 

He JookM, and few t\ic^^^col\Vvxv^%c^>!«<>wtt.i^ 
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The brazen ihroat of war had ccas*d to roar ; 
All now was turn'd to jollity and game, 
To luxury and riot, fcalt and dance; 71 j 

Marrying or prodituting, as bcfcl. 
Rape, or adultery, where pafling fair 
Allur'd them : thence from cups, to civil broils. 
At length a reverend fire among them came, 
And of their doings great dillike declared, 720 

And teftify'd againil their ways : he oft 
Frequented their aflcmblies, whcrcfo met. 
Triumphs, or feftivals : and to them preachM 
Converfion, and repentance ; as to fouls 
In prifon, under judgments imminent : 725: 

But all in vain ! which when he (aw, he ccas'd 
Contending, and rcmov'd his tents far-off. 
Then, from the mountain htwing timber tall, 
Began to build a \effc\ of huge bulk ; 729 

Meafur'd by cubit, length, and breadih, and height 5. , 
Smear'd round with pitch ; and in the fide a door 
ContrivM ; and of proviiions laid in large. 
For man and bealt : when lo, a wonder u range ! 
Of every beaft and bird, and infed fmall 
Came fevens, and pairs, and enter'd in, as taught /jy 
Their order : lall the fire, and his three fons, 
With their four wives : and God made fait the door. 
Mean-while the fouth wind rofe, and, with black whigs 
Wide hov'ring, all the clouds together drove 
From under heav'n ; the hills to their fupply 740 
Vapour, and exhalation dufk and moifl» 
Sent up amain : and now, the thicken'd fky 
Like a datk ceiling flood ; do.vn ruiliM the rain 
Impetuous ; and continued, 'till the earth 
Ko more was feen : the floating vt^cV ^nm\wxw •Wv 
Up-IJficd ; and fecure with beaked i{>tow 
JRode dJiing o'er the waves : ?lVY <\\nc\Xvvv^ wR 

Y4 ^ 
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Flood ovcrv/liclm'd, and them with all their pomp 
Deep under water roji'd ; fca cover'd fca : 
Sea without (hoar ! and in their palaces 
Where luxury lute rcij^n'd, fea-monfters whelp'd. 
And ftablcd : of mankind, fo numerous late. 
All left, in one fmall bottom fwum im-bark'd. 
How didll thou grieve, then, Adam ! to behold 
The end of all thy ofF-fpring, end (b fad, 
Depopulation ! thee another flood, 
of tcais, and forrow a flood, thee alio drownM ; 
And funk thcc as thy Tons : *till gently rear'd 
By th* angel, on thy feet thou ftood'ft at iaft, 
Tho' comfoitlcls; as when a father mourns 
His children, all in view deftroy'd at once : 
And fcarcc to th' angel utter'dft thus thy plaint. 

O VISIONS ill forefecn ! better had I 
Liv*d ignorant of future ! lb had born 
My part of evil only, each day's lot 
Enough to bear ; thofe now, that were difpens'd 
The burden of many ages, on me light 
At once, by my fore-knowledge ; gaining birth 
Abortive, to torment me ere their being, 
With thought that they muft be. . Let no man fa 
Henceforth to be forc-told, what fliall befal 
Him, or his children : evil he may be fure : 
Which neither his fore-knowing can prevent, 
And he the future evil fliall no Icls 
In apprehcnfion, than in fubfiance, feel ; 
Grievous to bear! But tliat care now is pafl-, 
Man is not whom to warn : thofe few efcap'd, 
Famine, and anguifli, will at laft confume, 
WandYmg that wat'ry Acfctt, W-iAVo^fi, 
When violence was ceas'A, ^t\^ nn^x o^ t'w%>cv, 
AIJ would have tVieu &oivc nn^W-, \^^^^^ ^^>3\ 
crown'd 
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With length of happy days the race of man. 

But I was far deceiv'd ! For, now I fee 

Peace to corrupt no Jefs, than war to wafte. 

How comes it thus? Unfold, cceieftiai guide ! 78/ 

And whether here the race of man will end. 

To whom thus Michael. Thofe whom Jaft thou 
In triumph, and luxurious wealth, are they [fawMt 
Firft feen in a«5ts of prowefe eminent, 
And great exploits ; but, of true virtue void : 790 
Who having fpill'd much blood, and done much walle. 
Subduing nations ; and atchicv'd thereby 
Fame in the world, high titles, and rich prey ; 
Shall change their courie to pleafure, eafe, and floth. 
Surfeit, and luft ; 'till wantonnefs, and pride, 795^ 
Raife out of fricndfhip hoftilc deeds in peace. 
The conquerM alfo, and enllavM by war, 
Shall, with their freedom loft, all virtue lofe. 
And fearofOoD; from whom their piety feign'd, 
In fharp conteft of battle found no aid, 800 

Againit invaders ; therefore cooPd in zeal. 
Thenceforth fhall pradifc how to live fecure, 
Worldly, or dififblute ; or what their lords 
Shall leave them to injoy : for th* earth Ihall bear 
More than enough, that temperance may be try*d : 
So, all (hall turn degenerate, all depravM • S06 

Jullice and temperance, truth and faith forgot I 
One man except, the only fon of light 
In a dark age, againft example good, 
Againll allurement, cuflom, and a woild 810 

Offended : fcarlefs of reproach, and fcorn, 
Or v,iolence, he of their wicked ways 
Shall them admonifh ; and brfote >}ci^ta fex. 
The paffts of richteoufners. V\on» rcvxxOcvmoxt^'j^e^ 
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(>n their impcniicncc ; and fhall return 
Oi ih-ni (.'.{.riJcd. But, of GoD obferv'd, 
Tlu- am- juil man alive, by his command 
Sliuil build a vsondrous ark (as thou beheldft) 
To i-uc himfclf, and houflioid, from amidft 
A w(irlJ Jcvotc to univcrfal wreck. 
Ts'o i'uoncr h-*, with them of man and beaft^ 
Select for life, fhall in the ark be lodg'd, 
Aiui ihcltcrV. round; but all the catarads 
Of hcav'n let open, on the earth (hall pour 
Rain, day and ni{;ht ; all fountains of the deep 
Broke up, fhall heave the ocean to ufurp 
Beyond all bounds ; 'till inundation rife 
Above the hinhefi hills. Then, (hall this mount 
Of ParaJilc, by might of waves, be mov'd 
Out of his place, pufh'd by the horned flood ; 
With all his verdure fpoil'd, and trees a-drift 
Down the groat river, to the opening gulf^ 
And there take root ; an ifland fait, and bare. 
The haunt of fcals, and ores, and fea-mews' cJan^ 
To leach thee that God attributes to place 
No fanitity, if none be thither brought 
By men who there frequent, or therein dwell. 
And now, what further fhall enfue, behold. 

He look'd, and faw the ark hull on the flood, 
• Which now abated : for the clouds were fled, 
Driv*n by a keen north-wind, that, blowing dry. 
Wrinkled the face of deluge, as decay 'd ; 
And the clear fun on his wide wat'ry glafs 
Gaz'd hot, and of the frefh wave largely drew. 
As after thiift ; which made their flowing flirink 
From /f anding lake, to trlo^vw^ cbh •, that dole 
With /oft foot tow'rdstVvc c\ce^\ >N\\\Oci^QN<\a.\^^ 
Jiis Huices, as the heav'n Vu^ mii^o^^ '^>2^^.- 
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The ark no more now floats, but feems on ground, 
Faft on the top of fome high mountain fix'd. 85*1 
And now the tops of hills, as rocks, appear : 
With clamour thence the rapid currents drive, 
Towards the retreating fea, their furious tide. 
Forthwith from out the ark a raven flics, 855 

And after him, the furer meflfenger, 
A dove, fent forth once and again, to fpy 
Green tree, or ground, whereon his foot may light : 
The fecond time returning, in his bill 
An olive-leaf he brings, pacific fign ! S6q 

Anon dry ground appears, and from his ark 
The antient fire defcends, with all his train : 
Then with up-lifted hands, and eyes devout, 
Grateful to heav'n, over his head beholds 
A dewy cloud, and in the cloud a bow S6j; 

Confpicuous, with three lifted colours gay, 
Betok'ning peace from God, and covenant new: 
Whereat the heart of Adam, erft fo fad. 
Greatly rejoicM ; and thus his joy broke forth. 

O THOU, who future things canft reprefent 870 
As prefent, heav'nly inftrudor ! I revive 
At this laft light ; aflfurM that man iTiall live, 
"Wi^h all the creatures, and their feed prefer ve. 
Far lefs 1 now lament for one wliole world 
of wicked fons deftroy*d, than 1 rejoice S/jT 

For one man found fo perfeil, and fo juft. 
That Gob vouchfafcs to raife another world 
From him, and all his anger to forget. 
But fay, what mean thofe colour'd ftreaks in heav'n, 
Diftended, as the brow of God appeas'd ? ^^ 

Or, ferve they, as a flow'iy vw^<£, voXivcA. 
The Buid fldrts of that fame >«^'Cx^ cXonv.^-* ^ 
Lcll it again diflblve, aud ftio^'t xVc ^^^sS^ ^ 1 
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To whomth* Arch- Angel. Dcxt'roufly thouaim'ft; 
So willingly doth God remit his ire, 885 

Though late, repenting him of man deprav'd ; 
Griev'd at his heart, when looking down he (aw 
The whole earth fiil'd with violence ; and all flefli 
Corrupting each their way : yet, thofe remov'd. 
Such grace (hall one juft man find in his fight, 8po 
That he relents, not to blot out mankind ; 
And makes a covenant never to deftroy 
The earth again by flood ; nor let the lea 
Surpafs his bounds ; nor rain to drown the world. 
With man therein, or beaft : but, when he brings 
Over the earth a cloud, will therein fet 8p5 

His triple coloured bow, whereon to look. 
And call to mind his covenant : day and night. 
Seed-time and harveft, heat and hoary froft, 899 

Shall hold their courfe ; *till fire purge all things new. 
Both heav'n, and earth, wherein the jult ihali dwell. 



The end of the eleventh Book. 



•^^-^ 



THE 



TWELFTH BOOK 



O F 



PARADISE LOST. 



The ARGUMENT. 

The Angel Michael continues from the flood to relate 
what jhall fucceed : then^ in the mention of Abraham, 
comes by degrees to explain^ Who that feed of the tvo- 
man /ball he^ which was promifed Adam and Eve in 
the fall; his Incarnation^ Deaths RefurreClion^ and 
Afcenfion; the ft ate of the Church ^ till his fecond com- 
ing, Adam, greatly fatisfied^ and recomforted by thefe 
relations and promifes, dejcends the hill with Michael ; 
wakens Eve, who all this while had jlept^ but with 
gentle dreams composed to quietnefs of mind^ and fub* 
mijpon. Michael in either hand leads them out of Pom 
radife^ the fiery fioord waving behind them^ and the 
Cherubim taking their ftations to guard the place. 
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AS one who in his journey bates at noon« Ijaus'd, 
Tho' bent on (peed : fo, here th* Arch-Angel 
Betwixt the world deftroy*d, and world reftor'dy 
If Adam ought perhaps might interpofe : 
Then, with iranfition fwcet, new fpeech refumes. j 

Thus thou haft feen one world begin, and end ; 
And man, as from a fecond ftock, proceed. 
Much thou haft yet to lee ; but, I perceive 
Thy mortal fight to fail : objects divine 
Muft needs impair, and weary human fenfe. iq 

Henceforth what is to come I will relate : 
Thuu therefore give due audience, and attend I 

This fecond fource of men, vi\\\\^^^v^^^^^> 

Ami while th^ rliY»nH nf i\ic\att\«»^^rv* ta&. XCCOSOSW^ 
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With fome regard to what is juft, and right, 
Shall kz.\ their lives, and multiply apace ; 
Laboring the lev), and reaping plenteous crop, 
Corn, \unc, and oil : and from the herd, or flock, 
Oft jiicrificing bullock, lamb, or kid, 20 

With large wine-offerings pour*d, and facred feaft, 
Shall fpend their days in joy un-blam'd ; and dwell 
'Long time in peace, by families and tribes. 
Under paternal rule : 'till one (hall rife 
Of proud ambitious heart ; who, not content 25 

With fair equality, fraternal flate ; 
Will arrogate dominion undeferv*d. 
Over his brethren, and quite difpoflefs 
Concord, and law of nature from the earth ; 
Hunting (and men, not beafts, fhall be his game) 30 
With war, and hoftile fnare, fuch as refufe 
Subjedlion to his empire tyrarmous. 
A mighty hunter thence he fhall be flyl'd 
Before the Lord -, as in defpite of hcav'n. 
Or from heav*n claiming fecond fov*reignty : jj 

And from rebellion fhall derive his name. 
Though of rebellion others he accufe. 
He with a crew, whom like ambition joins 
With him, or under him to tyrannize. 
Marching from Eden tow'rds the well, (hall find 40 
The plain, wherein a black bituminous gurge 
Boils out from under ground, the mouth of hell. 
Of brick, and of that fluff, they call to build 
A city, and tow'r, whofc top may reach to heav'n ; 
And get themfelvcs a name : left, far difpers'd 45* 
In foreign lands, their memory be loft ; 
Regardlefs whether ^ood ox evU fame I 
Bat* God, who 'oft Acfcend^ to n\^vx m^iv 
r/nfeen, and tbroug^U tW« VoXuW'i. ^^^^^ 
•To mark their doiugs, tbcra V^V.^\ivYv^^^^> ^ 
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Comes down to fee their city, ere the tow'r 

Obflru6^ heav'n-tow'rs -, and in dcrifion fets 

Upon their tongues a various fpirit, to rafe 

Quite out their native language : and inflead 

To fow a jangling noife of words unknown. 55* 

Forthwith a hideous gabble ri(es loud. 

Among the builders : each to other calls 

Not underftood ; *till hoarie, and all in rage. 

As mock'd they ftorm : great laughter was in heav'n. 

And looking down, to fee the hubbub ftrange, 6b 

And hear the din : thus was the building left 

3:idiculous ; and the work Confufion nam'd. 

Whereto thus Adam, fatherly difplcas'd. 
O execrable fon ! Co to afpire 
Above his brethren ; to himfelf afluming 6f 

Authority ufurp'd, from God nor giv'ri. 
He gave us only over beaft, fiih, fowl 
Dominion abfblute; that right we hold 
By his donation : but, man over men 
He made not lord : fuch title to himfelf jo 

•Jlefcrving, human left from human free. 
But, this ufurper his encroachment proud 
Stays not on man : to God his tow'r intends 
Siege, and defiance. Wretched man I what food 
Will he convey up thither, to fuftain 75 

Himfelf, and his rarti army ; where thin air 
Above the clouds will pine his entrails grofs ; 
And famifh him of breath, if not of bread ? 

To whom thus Michael. Juftly thou abhorr^ft 
^at ion, who on the quiet ftate of rcvevi '^'^ 

Such rrou We brought, affe&'m^ to ^wVi^vv^ 
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Is loft, which always with right reaibn dwells 
Twin'd, and from her hath no dividual being : Sf 
Reafon in man obfcurM, or not obey'd. 
Immediately inordinate defires, 
And updart paflions, catch the government 
From reafon ; and to fervitude reduce 
Man, 'till then free. Therefore, fince he permits po 
Within himfelf unworthy powVs to reign. 
Over free reafon ; God, in judgment juft. 
Subjects it from without to violent lords : 
Who oft as undefervcdly inthral 
His outward freedom. Tyranny muft be • p^ 

Though to the tyrant thereby no exctrfe. 
Yet, lometimes nations will decline lb low 
From vntuc, which is reafon, that no wrong. 
But juflice, and fome fatal curie annex*d. 
Deprives them of tl>eir outward liberty ^ iqo 

Their inward iofl : witnefs th' irreverent ion 
Of him who built the ark ; who, for the fhame 
Done to his father, heard his heavy curie. 
Servant of Servant s^ on his vitious race. 
Thus will the latter, as the former, world 105 

Still tend from bad to worfe -, 'till Go 6 at lail. 
Wearied with their iniquities, withdraw 
His prefcnce from among them, and avert 
His holy eyes ; refolving from thencefbnh ■ 
To leave them to their own polluted ways s i\o 

And one peculiar nation to feledt 
From all the rell, of whom to be invok'd ; 
A nation from one faithful man to fpring : 
Him, on this fide Euphrates yet refiding, 
Bred up in idoUwotlhip. O that men, ny 

Canft thou heVicvc \ ftvo^U \at fe ^>v^ ^^^xi. 
While yet the patnaxdi VvV^i, Ni\io"X^\i^Qfc^ttBsJik^ 
As to forfake the Vvvin^ Oot>, Wc feai. 
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To worfhip their own work in wood, and ftone, 
For Gods ! Yet, hiiii G o D the moft high vouchfafes 
To call by vifion, from his father's houfe. 
His kindred, ahd falfe Gods ; into a land 
"Which he will fhew him ; ahd frorti him will raife 
A mighty nation ', and upon him fhow'r 
His benediiflion fo, that in his feed laj 

All nations (hall be bieft : he ftrait obeys i 
Not knowing to what land, yet firm believed. 
I fee him, but thou canft not, with what faith 
He leaves his Gods, his friehds, and native foil 
'U it of C H A L D « A, pafling now the loj-d 1 30 

To Ha ft AN : after him a cumb'rous train 
Of herds, and flocks, and numerous fervitude : 
Not wand'ring poor, but trufting all his wealth 
With God, who calPd him, in a land unknown. 
Canaan he now attains i I fee his tents 
Pitch'd about Sich em, and the neigh b'ring plain 135- 
Of MoREH. There by promife he receives 
Gift to his progeny of all that land j 
From Hamath northward, 10 the d«fert fouth ; 
(Things by their names I call, tho* yer un-nam*d) 140 
From Her M ON ealt, to the great weftern fca • 
Mount Hermon ! yonder fea ! each plaCc behold 
In profpcdl, as I point them, on the ihore 
Mount C arm EL; here, the doublc-founted ftreaili, 
Jordan, true limit eaflward : but, his fbns 14^ 

Shall dwell to Seir, that long ridge of hills I 
This ponder, that all nations of the earth 
Shall in his feed be blefled : by that feed 
Is meant thy Great Deliver£r, who (hall htiivCk. 
The ferpent's head 5 whereof to \\\ce ^xvoxv ^.V^ 

PlalnJier (HaU be revealM. T\V\s p^m^xOcv \iV^^ 
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Like him in faith, in wifdom, and renown. 
The grand-child with twelve (bns increas*d, depart 
From Canaan, to a land hereafter call'd 15^ 

AlGYPT, divided by the river Nile: 
See where it flows* clif gorging at ieven months 
Into the fea ! To fojourn in that land 
He comes, invited by a youngpr fon ido 

In time of dearth : a (on, whofe worthy deeds 
Raife him to be the fecond in that realm 
Of Pharaoh: there he dies, and leaves his race 
Growing into a nation : and now grown 
Sufpe<5led to a fequent king, who leeks 16 j 

To ftop their over-growth, as in-mate guefts 
Too numerous : whence of gue(h Ik makes tbemflavci 
Inhofpitably ; and kills their infant males : 
'Till by two brethren, thofe two brethren call 
Moses and Aaron, fentfrom God to claim 170 
His people from inth raiment, they return 
With glory, and fpoil, back to their promls'd land. 
But firft, the lawlcfs tyrant, who denies 
To know their God, or meflage to regard, 
Muft be compeird by figns, and judgments dire : 17J 
To blood un-fhcd, the rivers muft be turned ; 
Frogs, lice, and flics, muft all his palace fill 
AVith loathM intrufion, and fill all the land : 
His cattle muft of rot and murrain die 5 
Botches and blains muft all his flefh imbofs, 180 

And all his people : thunder mix'd with hail. 
Hail mix'd with fire, muft rend th' iblc yptian tkj% 
And wheel on th' earth, devouring where it rolls : . 
"What it devours not, herb, or fruit, or grain, 
A cfark/bm cloud o£ locM^^CvjwmvcL^down 185 

Mud eat, and on lV\e gco\XTid\eaMextf3jCM:^^^5ttBDi.\ ^ 
Darkncfs muft over-ft^adovj ^V\i\^Ww^V ' \ 

Palpable darkneftl aii4bVox.ox>x^«^v|^v . ^^^ 
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Laft, with one midnight-ftroke, all the firft-born 

Of AiGYPT muft lye dead. Thus with ten wounds 

The river- dragon tam'd at length, fubmits 191 

To let his fojourners depart ; and oft 

Humbles his ftubborn heart : but ftilf, as ice. 

More hardened after thaw : 'till in his rage 

Purfuing whom he late difmifs'd, the fea 195 

Swallows him with his hod ; but them lets pafs 

As on dry land, between two cryftal walls ; 

Aw'd by the rod of Moses fo to ftand 

Divideci, 'till his refcu'd gain their (hore : 

Such wondrous pow'r God to his faint will lend, 200 

Though prefent in his angel 1 who fhall go 

Before them in a cloud, and pillar of fire ; 

By day a cloud, by night a pillar of fire; 

To guide them in their journey, and remove 

Behind them, while th' obdurate king purfues. 20^ 

All night he will purfue ; but, his approach 

Darkncfs defends between, 'till morning watch ; 

Then through the fiery pillar, and the cloud, 

God looking forth will trouble all his hoft, 

And craze their chariot- wheels : when by command, 

Moses once more his potent rod ej^tends 2 1 1 

Over the fea ; the fea his rod obeys : 

On their imbattel'd ranks the waves return, 

And overwhelm their war ! the race eleifi, 

Safe towards Canaan from the fhorc ad vance 2 1 5 

Through the wild defert ; not the readied way j 

Left entering on the Canaan ite alarm'd, 

War terrify them in-expert, and fear 

Return them back to Aic ypt, chufing rather 

Inglorious life with fervitude : for life, a2'o 

To noble, and ignoble, is more fNect 

VD'tniin*d in arms, where raftvtvtfeVeaA^tlQXQrci* 

This mIIo Mil they gain by ihevt Arilvj 

2^3 
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In the wide wildcrnefs ; there they (hall found 
Their government, and their great (cnatc chulc 22 j 
Thro* the twelve tribes, to rule by laws ordain'd. 
God from the mount of Sinai, whofe gray top 
Shall tremble, he dcfccnding, will himfclf 
In thunder, lightning, and loud trumpet's (bund. 
Ordain them laws : part, fuch as appertain 230 

To civil juftice ; part, religious rites 
Of facrifice ; informing them by types. 
And (hadows, of that dcjilin'd leed to bruife 
The ferpent^ by what means he fhall atchieve 
Mankind's deliverance. But, the voice of God 23^ 
To mortal ear is dreadful ! they befeech 
That Moses might report to them his will. 
And terror ceafe : He grants what they befbught ; 
Inltrudcd, that to God is no accefs 
Without Mediator, whofe high office now ^AO 

Moses in figure bears; to introduce 
One greater, of whole day he (hall fbretel. 
And all the prophets iu their age the times 
Of great Messiah (hall fing. Thus, laws and rilc$ 
EftablifhM, fuch delight hath God in men 245 

Obedient to his will, that he vouchfafes 
Among them to fet up his tabernacle ; 
The holy One with mortal men to dwell. 
By his prefcript a (andtuary is fram'd 
Of Qedar, overlaid with gold ; therein 2^0 

An ark, and in the ark his teftimony, 
The records of his covenant : over thefe 
A mercy-feat of gold, between the wings 
Of two bright Cherubim ; before him burn 
Seven lamps, as in a :^odiac reprelenting a^-j 

The heav'nly fires ; over the tent a cloud 
Sb^l reft by day, % 6ety ^t^it^ \i^ tC\^\ .^ 
S^vc when they jouruc^, ^xi^;a\«v^\ixiev«^ e^^V^^j 
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Condud^ed by his angel, to the land 

Promis*d to Abraham, and his feed— The reft 2 60 

Were long to tell ; how many battles fought ; 

How many kings dcltroy'd; and kingdoms won ; 

Or, how the fun (hall in mid-heav*n itand ftill 

A day entire, and night's due couHe adjourn, 

Man's voice commanding, ^ Sun 1 in Gib eon ftand, 

** And thou moon in the vale of A j a l on, 266 

*• 'Till Israel overcome : " fo call the third 

From Abraham, Ton of Isaac ; and from him 

His whole defcent, who thus fliall Canaan win. 

Here Adam interpos'd. O fent from heav'n, 
Inlightner of my darknefs ! gracious things 271 

Thou haft reveal'd ; thole chiefly, which* concern 
Juft Abraham, and his i'eed 2 now firft I find 
Mine eyes true op'ning, and my heart much cas'd ; 
Ere-while perplcx'd with thoughts, *what would become 
of me, and all mankind : but, now I fee 276 

His day, in whom all nations (hall be bleft : 
Favour unmerited by me, who fought 
Forbidden knowledge by forbidden means ! 
This yet 1 apprehend not, why to thofe 280 

Among whom God will deign to dwell on earth, 
So many, and (b varioup, laws are giv'n : 
So many laws argue fo many fins 
Among them : how can God with fuch refide ? 

To whom thus MiCHAEt. Doubt not but that Cm 
Will reign among them, as of thee begot : 28^ 

And therefore was law giv'n them, to evince 
Their natural pravity, by ftirring up 
Sin againft law to fight : that wVvtiv xivc^ Kfc^ 
Lsnv can difcover (in, but not xemovt, "^^^ 

^ve by tbofe (iiadowy expm\orv^ vi«^>^» ^ 

Z ^ 1 
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The blood of hulls anJ jjoats, ihcy may conclude 
Some blood more precious muft be paid for man; 
Jult for unjult : that, in fuch rightcoufnefs. 
To them by faith imputed, they may find 2^^ 

Juf^ification towards God, and peace 
Of confciencc ; which the law by ceremonies 
Cannot appcafc ; nor man the moral pare 
Perfjjrm ; and, not performing, cannqt live. 
So, law appears imperfc<ft ; and but giv'n 300 

With purpofe to rcfign them in full time. 
Up to a better cov'nantj dilciplin'd 
From (hadowy types to truth ; from flelh to Ipirit ; 
From impofltion of ftriA laws, to free 
Acceptance of large grace ; from fervile fear, jof 
To Hlial ; works of law, to works of faith. 
And therefore fhall not Moses, though of Cod 
Highly bclov'd, being but the minifter 
Of law, his people into Canaan lead ; 
But Joshua : whom the Gentiles Je5US call; 310 
His name, and ofHce bearing, who (hall quell 
The adverfary-ferpeni -, an? bring back. 
Thro* the world's wildcrnefs long-wander'd man. 
Safe to eternal Paradife of reft. 314 

Mean- while they, in their earthly Canaan plac'd. 
Long lime fliall dwell, and profper : but, when fins 
National interrupt their public peace. 
Provoking God to raiie them enemies; 
From whom as oft he faves them penitent ; 
By Judges firft, then under Kings : of whom 320 
The fccond, both for piety rcnown'd, 
Aw.^ puifTant deeds, a promifc (hall receive 
Irrcvt>cable, that his regal throne 
For ever fhall enOiuic ; vV\e \\V<i ^-aSJi ^\tv^ 
All prophecy, that of x\\e ^o^^^^ ^^^^\ ^^ ^-^S 

Of DA VI o/fo I name lUis T^xtv%, ^-AXxvl^ 
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A S o N, the woman's feed to thee foretold ; 
Foretold to Abraham ; as in whom (hall truft 
All nations ; and to kings foretold, of kings 
The laft ; for of his reign (hall be no end. 330 

But, firft a long fuccefRon mufl enfue : 
And his next fon, for wealth and wifdom fam'd, 
The clouded ark of God, 'till then in tents 
Wand'ring, (hall in a glorious temple infhrine. 
Such follow him, as Jhall be regiftcr'd 335" 

Part good, part bad ; of bad the longer fcrowl : 
Whofe foul idolatries, and other faults, 
Heap'd to the popular fum, will fo incenle 
God, as to leave them, and expofe their land. 
Their city, his temple, and his holy ark, 340 

With all his facrcd things, a fcorn and prey 
To that proud city, whole high walls thou (aw'ft 
Left in confufion ; Babylon thence call'd. 
There in captivity he lets them dwell 
The fpace ot feventy years : then brings them back ; 
. Remembring mercy, and his cov'nant Iworn 346 

To David, 'ftablifli'd as the days of heav'n. 
Return'd from Babylon, by leave of kings 
Their lords, whom God dilpos'd, the houie of G o d 
They firft re-edify : and for a while 35-0 

In mean cftate live moderate : 'till grown 
In wealth, and multitude, factious they grow. 
But firft, among the priefts diirontion fprings ; 
Men who attend the altar, and fhould moft 
Endeavour peace : their ftrife pollution brings 3^5* 
Upon the temple it felf : at laft they fcife 
Thi fceptre, and regard not D a v i d'b fons : 
Then lofe it to a ftrangcr, that the tta:e 
Anointed king Messiah m\g):\i >ae \iaittL 
Barr'd of his right : yet, at his b\t\.Vv ^ ^«% *v^^ 

Un-feen beSxc In heav'n, prodavcna Vitoi «>vxvfc% ^ 
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And guides the ea(tern fagcs, who inquire 

His place, to orfcr inccnfc, myrrh, and goid : j 

His place of birth a (olcmn angel tells 

The fimplc iliepherds, keeping watch by night : 3^5 

They gladly thither hafle ; and, by a choir . 

Of fmiadron'd angels, hear his carol fung. 

A viigin is his mother, but his fire 

The Pow'r of the molt higli ! he fhall afcend 

The thrjne hereditary, and bound his reign 270 

With earth's wide bounds, his glory with the beavTis! 

He ccab'd, difcerning Adam with fuch joy 
Surcharged . as had, like grief, been dew'd in tears 
Wiihoui the vcnr of words ; which thcfe he breath'd. 

O Prophet of glad tidings ! fini/her 375 

of utmoit hope ! now clear I underfland. 
What oft my fteadicfl thoughts have fcarch'd in vain; 
W^hy our great expectation fhould be call'd. 
The feed of woman : Virgin mother, hail ! 
High in the love of heav*n ! yet from my loins 380 
Thou fhalt proceed, and from thy womb the Son 
Of God mod hi^h ; fo God with man unites, 
>^eeds mud the fcrpent now his capital bruife 
Expe<ft with mortal pain : fay, where and when 384 
Their fight, what llroke fiiall bruife the vigor's heel ? 

To whom thus Michael. Dream not of their fight. 
As of a duel, or the local wounds 
Of head, or heel : not therefore joins the S o n 
Manhood to G o D-H E a d, with mprc ftrcngth to foil 
Thy enemy : nor fo h overcome 390 

Sat A N% vvhofe fall from Vve^N'tv^ sl ^ca.^\c\ WiV(a I 
Di/abled not to gWc \\^cc tVv^ e^^^xV^^o^xAv 
Which he, who comes t\^7 ^^nvo>.x, ^>\x^-^n«, ^^ 
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Not by deftroying Satan, but his works, 

In thee> and in thy feed. Kor can this be, 395 

But by fultiiling (that which thou didft want,) 

obedience to the law of G o D, impos'd 

On penalty of death, and fu^Tering death ; 

The penalty to thy tranfgreffion due ; 

And Que to theirs which out of thine will grow ; 400 

So only can high juftice red appaid. 

The law of God exadl he fhall fulfil. 

Both by obedience, and by love ; though love 

Alone tulfil the law : thy punifhmMit 

He (hall indure, by coming in the flefh 405 

To a reproachful life, and curfed death : 

Proclaiming life to all who (hall believe 

In his redemption ; and that his obedience 

Imputed, becomes theirs by faith ; his merits 

To fave them, not their own, tho' legal, works. 410 

For this he (hall live hated, be blalphem'd, 

Seiz*d on by force, judg*d, and to cleaih condemn'd, 

A (hameful, and accurll ! nail'd to the crofs 

By his own nation -, (lain, for bringing life. 

Buf, to die crofs he nails thy enemies, 415: 

The law that is again ft thee, and the (Ins 

Of ail mankind, with him there crucifyM, 

Never to hurt them more, who rightly truft 

In this his fatisfadion. So he dies, 

But foon revives ; death over him no pow'r 420 

Shall long ufurp : ere the third dawning light 

Return, the ftars of morn (hall fee him rife 

Out of his grave, fre(h as the dawning light, 

The ran(bm paid, which man from death redeems, 

Hi« death for man, as many as ofFer'd life 4^^^ 

Nagled not, and the benefit etrvbi^c^ 

By filth, not void of works. TVAs Go^-X^^ -^^ 

Mnuk thy doom, the deaiU iViO\x ftv^jvA^^'^w^"*^ ^"^ 
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In Gn for ever loft from life : this aft 
Shall bruife the head of Sat an, crufh his ftrength, 
Defeating Sin, and Death, his two main arms : 43 1 
And iix far deeper in his head their ftings. 
Than temporal death fhall bruife the viftor*s heel. 
Or theirs whom he redeems -, a death-like fleep ! 
A gentle wafting to immortal life ! 43^ 

Nor after refurrcdion fhall he ftay 
X.ongcr on earth, than certain timc» t' appear 
To his difcipies ; men who in his life 
Still followM him :* to them fhall leave in charge 
To teach all nations what of him they Icarn'd, 440 
And his falvation ; them who fhall believe 
Baptizing in tlie profiuent ftream, the fign 
Of waOiing them from guilt of fin, to life 
Pure, and in mind prepar'd, if Co befal, 
For death, like that which the Redeemer dy'd. 44J 
All nations they fhall teach : for, firom that day, 
Not only to the fons of A B R A H A m's loins 
Salvation fhall be preach*d ; but, to the fons 
Of A B R A H A m's faith : wherc-ever through the world : 
So, in his ^ccd all nations fhall be blefs'd. 45b 

Then to the heav'n of heav'ns fhall he afcend 
With victory, triumphing through the air 
Over his foes and thine -, there fhall furprifc 
The ferpent, prince of air, and drag in chains 
Thro' all his realm, and there confounded live : 45'j^ 
Then enter into glory, and refume 
His feat at God's right hand, exalted high 
Above all names in heav'n : and thence fhall come. 
When the world's diffolution fhall be ripe, 
With glory, and pow'r, to judge both quick and dead : 
To judge th' unfaitWuV dcaid, >a\sx xo xev^^d 46 1 

His faithful, and receive t\\cm vca6 \i\\^^ \ 
Whether in heav'n. ot eaact\i •• fo^ <^^^> ^^ 's^^, 
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Shall all be Paradilie, far happier place 

Than this of £ d £n, and fix happier days 1 ^6; 

S o fpake th' Arch- Angel Michab l ; then paused. 
As at the World's great period : and our £rc, 
Replete with joy* and wonder, thus rq>ly'd. 

O GOODNESS infinite! goodnefs immenfe ! 
.That all this good of evil (hall produce, 470 

^d evil turn to good ! more wonderful 
Than that which by creation firft brought forth 
Light out of darknefs ! Full of doubt I ftand, 
Whether I (hould repent me now of fin, 47J 

By me done, and ibccafion'd ; or rejoice 
Much more, that much more good thereof (hall (pring : 
To God more glory, more good-will to men 
From God, and over wrath grace (hall abound. 
But fay, if our deliverer up to heav'n 
Mud re-afixnd, what will betide the few 48a 

His faithful, left among th' unfaithful herd, 
The enemies of truth? Who then (hall guide 
His people ? who defend ? will they not deal 
Worfe with his foUpwers, than with him they dealt ! 

Be fure they will,- laid th' angel ; but from heav'n 
He to his own a Comforter will (end, 48^ 

The promife of the Father: who fliall dwell "• 
His Spirit within them t and the law of i^ith 
Working thro' \ovCy upon their hearts (hall write^ 
To guide them in all truth ; and al(b arm 4^^ 

With fpiritual armour, able to refift 
Satan's adaults, and <mencYiVi\%^r^ ftaxxw 
What mzn can do againft tbern^ xvox. ^Sm^^ 
Tbougfi to the death ; agamft &ic\k c«\3aV6» 
With inward conibhtiotx^ icQoio^tv8?^\ 
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And oft fupportcd (b, as (hall amaze 
Their proudelt perfecutors j for, the Spirit 
Pour'd firft on his apoftlcs, whom he fends 
T' evangelize the natiotis ; then,' oh all 
Baptiz'd, (hall them with wond'rous gifts indae, 500 
To fpeak all tongues, and do all nairacles. 
As did their Lord before them. Thus they win 
Great numbers of each nation, to receive 
With joy the tidings brought from hcav'n : at length, 
Their miniflry perform'd, and race well run, foj 
Their dofirine, and their ftory written left. 
They die- But in their room, as they fbre-warD» 
"Wolves (hall fucceed for teachers, grievous wolves 1 
Who ail the facrcd myfteries of hcav'n 
To their own vile advantages (hail turn, 510 

Of lucre, and ambition ; and the truth 
With fuperAitions, and traditions taint. 
Left only in thofe written records purej 
Though not but by the Spirit underftood. 
Then (hall they feek t' avail themfclves of namcs« 
Places, and titles ; and with thefe to join ^16 

Secular pow'r ; though feigning ftill to ad^ 
By fpiritual : to themfelves appropriating 
The Spirit of God, promised alike, and giv'n 
To all believers : and, from that pretenie, j-jo 

Spiritual laws by carlial pow'r (hall force 
On every confcience ; laws ! which none (hall find 
Left them inroll'd ; or, what the Spirit within 
Shall on the heart engrave. What will they then 
But force the Spirit of grace it felft and bind j2f 
His con fort liberty I what, but unbuild 
His living temples, \>\x\\t.\)^ ^ivCcv xo ^3a\A^ 
Their own faith, not^itvoxYi^T'^X ^ot, ^tw«.r^ 
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-Whence heavy perfecutlon fliall arile 
On all, who in the vvorftiip perlevere 
Of fpirit, and truth : the reft, far greater part, . 
Will deem in outward rites, and fpecious forms, 
Religion fatisfvM i truth (hall retire 535 

3eftuck with flandVous darts *, and works of faith 
Rarely be found. So fhall the world go on, 
To good malignant, to bad men benign ; 
Under her own weight groaning ; 'tilj the day 
Appear of refpiration to the juft, 54a 

And vengeance to the wicked : at return 
•-Of Him fo lately promis'd to thy aid, .\ 

The woman's feed 5 obfcurely then foretold ; 
Nowamplicr known thy Saviour, and thy Lord; 
Laft, in the clouds, from heav'n to be reveal'd 545 
In glory of. the Father, to diffolve 
Satan, with his perverted world ; then raife 
From the conflagrant mafs, purg'd, and refin'd, 
New hcav'ns, new earth, ages of endlefs date 
Founded in righteoufnefs, and peace, and love ; 5*50 
To bring forth fruits, joy, and eternal blifs. 

He ended} and thus Adam laft reply 'd. 
How foon hath thy prediiSlion, fecr blelt ! 
Meafur'd this tranficnt world the race of time, 
'Till time ftand fix'd ? Beyond is all abyfs, 5-^^ 

■Eternity, whole end no eyes can reach J 
Greatly inftru^led I fhali hence depart ; 
Greatly in peace of tlwught; and have my fill 
of knowledge, what this veiFel can contain : 
Beyond which was my folly to afpire ! ^^<^ 

Henceforth I learn, that to obe^ \% \it^» 
And love widi /ear the only God-, \o 'W^S^ 
As ia his pn fence ; ever to obfetvc 
Ws providence ; and on him fcAc ie^T\A ^ 
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Merciful over all his wofks ! with good 
Still overcoming evil ; and by (mall 
Accompiiiliing great things ; by things deem*d w 
Subverting w-ddly Itrong ; and worldly wife. 
By fimpiy meek ; that luffcring for truth's fake, 
• Is fortitude to higheit victory; 
And, to the faithful, death the gate of life ; 
Taught this by his example, whom I now 
Acknowledge my Redeemer ever bleft ! 

To whom thus alfo th* angel lafl reply 'd : 
This having learn'd, thou haft attained the fum 
Of wifdom ; hope no higher ; though all the fkar. 
Thou knew'ft by name $ and all th' ethereal pow 
All fccrcts of the deep ; all nature's works ; 
Or, works of God in heav'n, air, earth, or iet; 
And all the riches of this world enjoy 'dft ; 
And all the rule, one empire ; only add 
Deeds to thy knowledge anfwerable ; add faith 
Add virtue, patience, temperance, add love. 
By name to come call'd charity, the foul 
Of all the reft, then wilt thou not be loth 
To leave this Paradile, but (halt poflefs 
A Paradife within thee, happier far ! — 
Let us defccnd now therefore from this top 
Of fpeculation : for the hour precife 
Exa^s our parting hence : and fee ! the guards, 
By me incamp'd on yonder liill, exped 
Their motion ; at whofe front a flaming fword. 
In fignal of remove, waves fiercely round. 
Wc may no longer ftay : go ! waken E v E ; 
Her alfo I w'itV\ gemVe Axc^m^W«<:,caim'd, 
Portending good •, m\A ^W Wt 'i^^vcw^s.^v^^nw^ 
To meek fubmUVxotv-, ^>*^^\^^ ^^^';^;^C^^ 
JLct her With thee ^^^^ viV^x^^^V^^V^' 
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Chiefly, what may concern her faith 10 know. 

The great deliverance by her feed to come 600 

(For by the woman's feed) on all mankind. 

That ye may live, which wiil be many days, 

Both in one faith unanimous, though fad. 

With caufe ! for evils paft ; yet, much more checr'd 

AVith meditation on. the happy end. 60 j 

He ended ; and they l>oth defcend the bill : 
Defccnded, Adam totlie bow'r, where Eve 
Lay fleeping, ran before ; but found her wak'd ; 
And thus with words not fad fhe him received. 60^ 

Whence thou return'ft, and whither went'fl, I know; 
For G OD is alfo in fleep, and dreams advifc ; 
Which he hath lent propitious, fbme great good 
Prefaging, fince with forrow, and heart's diftrefs 
Wearied I fell afleep : but now, lead on I 
In me is no delay; with thee to go, dij 

Is to flay here ; without thee here to flay. 
Is to go hence unwilling : thou to me 
Art all things under heav'n, all places thou ; 
Who for my wilful crime art baiiifh'd hence. 
This further confblation yet fecure ^20 

I carry hence ; though all by me is loft. 
Such favour I unworthy am vouchfaf'd. 
By me the promis'd Seed (hall all reftore. 

So fpake our mother E ve ; and Adam heard 
Well-pleas'd, but anfwer'd not : for now, too nigh 
Th' Arch- Angel ftood ; and from the other hill 62^ 
To their fix*d ftation, all in bright array» 
The Cherubim dcfcended \ orv xVve ^o>i.tv!\ 
GUdine mctcorous, as ev'nmg m\W, . 

Ris'n from a river, o'er the maiiftv ^vi^* n 
A a 
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And gathers ^oand &ft tt the lab'ccr's hed, 
Bomeward retaining. High in front advaac'd. 
The bnndilh*d fvord of Goo befixe them blu'd» 
Fierce as a comet; vfakh with torrid hcat^ 
And vapours as die Lib TA« air adofi, ^| 

Beg^ to parch that temperate clime ; whemt 
In either hand the haft'ning angel caag^ 
Oar lingring parents ; and to th' ealtem gate 
Led them dtrcd ; and down the diff as &, 
To the fabjeded olain ; then di£ppear'd. ^f 

They looking hack^ all th' eaftem fide beheld 
Of Paradife, fi> late their happy (late ! 
Wav'd over bv that flaming brand ; the gate 
With dreadfal fiices throng'd, and iiery arms. 
Some natural tears thejr drop'd, but wip'd them fixm : 
The world was all before them, where to chafe ^4^ 
Their place of red, and Providence their guide. 
They, hand in hand, with wand'ring ftept, and (kvi(. 
Through Eden todc their folitary way. 
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Encounters him in the battle 6 189 

Vanquifhes Ariel, Arioc and Ramlel 7 x ^/^^ 

(fallen angels) S ^^ 

Abel and Cain, their fiory related n 429 

Abraham* s and the patriarchs 12 113 

y^// M//o;i/ ^/V fens by faith 1 2 446 

Acheron, tf rw^r (j/* hell a cyo 

Adam tf/ii Eve defcrib^d generally 4 J88 

particularly 4 295" 

r 4 31* 

4 492 



7'i^i'fV y?J/^ s/* innccence 



4 738 






INDEX. 

Book Line 

Night oraifon 4 720 

Morning oraifon 5 153 

Pteparations to entertain the angelY^'AaA s m 

, The table and entertainment defcrib'd 5 391 

Their nuptial bed 4 708 

Nuptials celebrated 8 510 

Parting preceding the temptation 9 38^ 

Behaviour after their fait 9 1004 

Find themfehes naked 9 105 1 

Make themfehes coverings of fig-leaves 9 1099 

Recriminate on, and reproach each other 9 1187 

Hide themjelves from God (the SonJ 10 97 

jlppearance before him lO 1 09 

' Repentance lO 1098 

Expulfion from Par adife 12 625 

^iV^ Similes. 

AJam, his difcourfe with Eve on the pro-^ 

hibition of the Tree of Knowledge 3 ^ ^^* 

7(3 ^^r J/ w//^^/ 4 610 

Afifwer to her queflion about the night- 7 ^^ 

(V luminaries 3 ^ 

Viewing her fleepin^ j 8 
Anfwer to her relating her dream, (^he^ 

fubjeSi of Satan's firft illufive temp- C 5 94 
tation) 3 

7<3 ^^r weeping ^ 5 129 

Lrvites the angel Raphael to his bower, &c. j 3^1 

Difcourfe with him 5 4^0 

Continued on various fubje£is 8 65*1 

TiVif Raphael. 
//// creation and dominion, &c. ww /^ff 7 

creatiites S ^^^ 

. Prohibited the Tree r.f Kn(yu)Ua^e "O^ ^^^ 

'. ab^Aithim. Sec. onrmcrcQUon ^ 



INDEX. 

Of his fir ft view of the divine prefence, ' 

inflation in Poradife^ &c. 
Speech to God thereon^ and on hisfolitude ' 

there 
Reply to God^s anfiver 
Sleep on the formation of Eve defcrib^d 
His firft view of her 
Pajjionfor her 
Valedidion to Raphael 
Difcourfe with Eve preceding the temp-'' 
tation (on SatanV fubttlty, and the S 

means to refifl it, &c.) ^ 

Care, and fears for her in ahfence 
Meets her returning with the forbidden f nit p 
Soliloquy lamenting her tranfgrejfion 
Refolves to die with her 
Speech to her thereon 
Eats the forbidden fruit 
Incites her to carnal fruition (the firft 1 

effeaofit) S 

The placet &c. defcribed, 
Afterfpeech to her on their fall and^ 

nakednefs 3 

Another^ charging her as the aggreftor 
Reply to her anftver (recriminates her " 

affeaed felffufficiency, &c.) 
Anfwer to God (the Son) calling him 

to judgment 
Reply to him (accufes Eve) 
The fentence pronounced on him 
Soliloquy thereon 
continued 

Wifijesfor his difolution \ 

J^^p^montheimmortahty o/tbepjttl,V.c 
A a. 3 



Book 


Line 


h 


311 


t 8 


3S7 


8 379 
8 451 
8 481 

8 J2I 

8 644 
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124 


10 


197- 


10 


720. 
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Book ] 

10 



lO 
10 
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II 



Repuljory fpeech to Eve at tempt ing to 

confolate him 
Relents towards her " lo 

Reply to her (accufing herfelf as the 

firft in tranfgrejjion) 
Anjwer (to her reply advifing to die 

by their own hands) 
Refolves the contrary^ (fiibmij/ion tol 

Cod^s will, and repentance) 3 

Speech to Eve (on the efficacy of\ 

prayer, &c.) 3 

Hails her the mother of mankind 1 1 

Speech to her on the Omens preceding! 

their expulfion from Par adife 3 '' 

On the view of Michael approaching 
Behaviour on receiving the meffage 
Speech to Michael thereon 
Refignation 
Dijcourfe with Michael, dsfcovering 

to him in vifion what Jbould happen 

in the world *till the flood 

Difcourfe with him relating what Jhould 
happen to the general refurreiiion 

General reply to him, (refolutions oj 

future obedience, dependance on God*s 

providence, &c.) 

Vide Eve. Vide Michael. Vide Raphael 

Vide Similes. 

Adonis (or ThammuzJ) afall'n angel. i 

Adramelec and Afmadai, fall'n angels, 7 ^ 

wounded^ and fut to ^\gh% \ 

j/irjlrff clouded on K^2xs^%fa\\ w 

Allufions. , , ^^'^j )^^^^^\ ^ 

Ainarant, ajUm^r f ran/plant edjrom PaO 

radiff to Htaven ^ 




INDEX. 

AuJfition cenfured 

A caufe of Satan* s fall 

Angels (Cx/eftialJ $key God of ehiCf.J 

not ntceffity J 

.. ImbattiWdagamJl Satan, andthefalPn 1 

Angels J 

^heir fgnal and mafch 

Signal to engage f and engagement 

Prevail 

Dijpofition to reengage 
: Retreat 

Bally again^ and renew the fight 

Their fong on the creation < 

On its dijfolution and renovation 

Guardians of Paradije, their parade, \ 
watches, &c. 1 

Re^afcent to Heaven on Adam V fall 

Appointed to expel Adam, &c. from 7 

Paradife 3 

Defcent there 

P^ oftgned 

March pojjejpng it, and expelling him, &c. 

yide God the Father / t^j o- ' -i 

andSon-i ^«^ Similes. 

Guardians of mankind 

Angels (fall'n) their after-fiate 

Numbers 

Names 

A a 4 
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252 
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5-57 
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641 
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778 
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782 
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861 
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127 


7 


208 


8 
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12 


626 
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152 
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INDEX. 

Book 

Various pur/uits, &c. a 

Lo/s fippiyd hy mafCs creation 3 

Jmhattetl d againfi the angels cttleftial 6 
Engagement 6 

Defeat 6 

Dijpofition to re-ingage 6 

Their artillery^ — cannon^ &c. 6 

Prevail 6 

from 
Entire defeat^ and expulfion from Heaven t 6 



to 

Transformed to Serpents ^10 

Further punijb^d With an illufion ofthel 

forbidden fruit 5 *^ 

Both annualiy continued 10 

Vide Satan. Vide Similes. 

ApoftJcs, their miJRon^ &c. 12 

Gift of the Holy Ghoft 1 2 

Succeffors (wolveSyfalfe teachers^ &c.) 7 

defirib'd S 

Argument of the Poem < 

Ariel, Arioc, and Ramie! (falPn angels) J ^ 

vantjuijh'd (^ 

Ark^ its building by Noah, defcrib*d 1 1 

Vide Noah. 

Ark of the covenant defer ib^d li 

Afhtaroth and Baalim (faWn angels) i 

Aftoreth, or Aftarte (a fall' n angel) i 

Author's hymn on conjugal love 4 

To light 3 



12 

I 

9 






Invocations 

w 
fall 



INDEX. 

Book Line 
On Ssit2,n*s premeJstated attempt 4 i 



On EveV parting with Adam' pre-l 



9 404 



ceding it 

On their nakednefs after the fail ' p 1 1 14 

On his own blindnefs^ &c. 3 2X 

Azazel (a fallen angel) Szt^s ftandard-') 

bearer 5 

B 



534 




Baalim W Afhtaroth (yy/'iTJ/y^^/x J \ 422 

Babel, M^W/)'tf»^/0u;^r^»i//^Nimrod,&c. 12 38 

The eonfufion of languages there defcrib^d 12 48 

Baptijin, what the fign of 12 442 

Bapttzdy the Holy Ghoft given primi-l 

tively to all fucb 5 

Battle, &c. between the ccsleftial^ andZ 

fallen angels, (God the Son conclud- j 

ing it) de/crib*d 

yide Angels coeleftlal and fall'n. 

Beafts^ part of the ftxth day's creation^ 7 . 

defcrib'd 57 4«^ 

Belzebub, (a faWn angel) i 79 

Defcrib'd 2 299 

His anfwer to Szxzn^s firft fpeech af-1 « 

ter their fall ^ . ^ i 125 

To his fecond i 272 

Speech in council, calN by Satan thereon 2 310 

Promotes an attempt on the world a 34 J 

Belial ( a fallen angel) 1 290 

Defcrib'd 2 108 

His fpeech in council 2 119 

To Satan ow f ^ Wr advantage gain' din the 7 ^ ^^^ 

re-ingagement with the c«&/?ioI angels ^ ^^ 

S/r^Sf partoftheJiftVs dafs creation, \ -^ e^ 

^Jk/^s, an effea of Adam'j fall ^^ -j 



INDEX. 

Bridge from hell-gates to the world over 1 
Chaos, the work, Bcc. defcrib^i 3 



Cain and Abel, their ftory related 

Cham'/ ftgry 

Chance, the common notion of it, exploded 

Chaos defcrib'd < 

Its court 

Anfwer to Szt^n^ s fpeech there 

Bounds fence the angels fall, the crea-1 

tion, &c. ^ 

State before it 
A bridge made over it from hell-gates 7 

to the world, at Adzm' s fall 5 

Fide Similes. 

Charity, ifc. its fraifei, &c. 

Chcmos, or Pcor (a falVn angel) 

Cherubim Vide Angels Coeleftial, 6cl 

Vide Similes. 
Church, hirelings in it, compared to thel 
Devil in paradije 3 

Cocytus, a river 0/ hell 



Comparifons Vide Similes. 

Conjugal love, thepraifes,icc,ofit 

DiftinguiJFd from an amour 

Cofififts in reafon, not faffion 

£xprefl (on the wman'i ^ort) intraRice ^ 
Jji words 

, ^reciprocal duty of it . .^.^.r, ^^. ^^ * 
^«y//^^/V^rAV«c^, tomans batttnefs.^c^ N^ 
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909 
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890 
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998 
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10 
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to 
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519 
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ISO 
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165 


8 


S86 
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IN D E X. 

Book Line 



8 494 

9 959 



Conjugal untojii the reafons and obligations 

'f'' C 9 961 

Confetence^ God*s umpire in man 3 194 

Th, terrors of it ^ ,4 gjl 

Laws to force it^ cenfur^d 12 515" 

No infallihility againft it la J29 

Con/kilationSf their appearances, motion, 8cc. 3 577 

Creation, the univerfal, defcrib^d 7 I 211 

Creatures animal in paradife, defcrih^d 4 340 

ftilive degrees of knowledge, and re^fin 8 369-^ 

Their dtfiord,^ an eft{f ^fAAzxtCsfall 10 707 

Entry of Noah'i ark 1 1 733 
D 

Dagon (afalVn angel) I 45-7 

Damn' dy the vicifitudes of their torments'} ^ ^^, 

/f/rr/^V ^ a 596 

V^'^id, his throne why eternal 12 320 

Di^r tf»^ night in heaven^ dejcrib^d 6 4 

/>ftf/^ fl»^ iSiff, their ftation at hell-gates 1 ^ ^ q 

before Adm's fall S ^ 

Their union 10 249 
Make a bridge from thence over Chaos 7 « 

Jo the world, after it C ^^ ^" 

Meet Saaain in his return to hell from f 

thence -^ J 10 31P 

7'^f/r Journey thither, and influences i * 

i/.yf4v ^ j 10 410 

Arrival at paradifi 16 585: 

After-conduSi in the v)9rld \^ <ix^ 

Z?/-^/.^ de/crib'd *^ ^^ 

yjf^^r /d7 Satan at hell-gates "^ 

TSf Son cf Satan and Sin ^ 



INDEX. 

/;/ birth 

Anfmer to Ssn on AdamV fall 

To Sin*s fpecch in paradtfi 

Vide SimiJes. 

Death natural^ the caufes^ and variety ) 
of it^ defcribid y 

More terrible in view than reality 

Of the faithful, a fleep to smmortaUtj < 

The gate of life 
Death eternal confidered 
Deluge univerjd Vide Noah. 

Defpair, the degrees and colours of it 
Devils, why eternally excluded from grace 
Dijcord cenfured 



Daughter of Sin, &c. 

ahfolute in man, over men, anl 



Dominion ahfolute in man, over men, an 

ujurpation 
Dreams illufive, &c. their fource 
Natural 
Divine 

E 



12. 



Eagle, a bird of prey, an efe^ ofK^^TVisfall \\ 1 8; 

Earth and Heaven, Vide Heav'n and Earth. 



Earth, its general creation defcribid 

The Jbadow of Heaven 

Separated from the waters, part of the 

third day's creation^ de/crib'd 
Tie/ruits efit, &c. 
Its motion, or of the Hca^'cns, ftccuO ^ 

/af/ofts thereon ccnfur'd \ 

Jispraifes 
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7Jy 


7 


»3» 


5 


574 


7 


27^ 


T 


V\ 


"^ 


T* 



^/ 



INDEX. 



The centre of the creation 

Deftru6iion by ^ozh'sfiooddefcrib'd 

Reftitutlott after it 

An univerfd paradifi at the MeJpaH^s'y 
coming to iudgmifit \ 

T^^if World. . 
Eden, the country hounded 
Eden, the garden of it. Vide Paradife 
Egypt, the plagues of it defcrilf*d 
Eledion ajferted . 
Elements^ &c. fubpft on each other 

Enoch, his ftory and tranjlation < 

CVide Adam and Eve. 
Eve and A^am < Vide Innocence. 
/F/W(f. Similes. 



Zvt particularly defcrib'd, characterized, ,\ 
• &c. ^ 



Book 

9 
.11 



12 

II 
II 



Anfwer to AdamV difcourfe on the pro- 

hibition of the tree of knowledge 
Recounts her firft view of the creation, 

Adam, eSrc. 
Anjwer to him at night 
To/fim waking her (relates her drcam*"^ 
/j^eyu^je^ofSzx^n^sfirli illufrjeV 
temptation y j 
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107 

852 

210 
183 
700 



712 

379 
470 
482 
546 
596 
386 
431 
4f7 
489 

P^ 
00:5 

896 

440 

449 
Wei 



t }!f T> t X 

Book ^e 

U^eephzdefcrii'd ^ 5 .^129 

^tienJtf^ the enter tatnment o/'Rapbacl c 443 

Her formation from Adam ^ 460 

Behaviour on view of him^ ice, 8 500 

Difeourfeviith him f receding the temfh'^ from 205 
.. tatio/i (Jhif prevailing^ ^n her onvn^ .9 

fufficiency^ end bisfondnejs) j So ^84 

^njwei: toSzt3iTi(in the ffirfint) 9 55 j 
T'^tf difiourfe (Satan tempting her /a 7 

^tf/ the forbidden fruit) continued 3 ^ '^ 

Soliloquy before her eating it 9 74 y 

Plucks .and eats p 780 

Soliloquy after it 9 79^ 

Refolution to tempt Adam 9 83Q 

Speech to him thereon 9 856 

A^/^ /o /pAf anfmer^ refolvirig te diel ^ 

with her j ^ ^ 

Behaviour thereon 9 990 

Gives him the fruit 9 ^^$ 

Repeats the tranfgrejpon with him 9 1005^ 

// incited (y him to carnal fruit ionl 10 14 

(thefirfteffeaofit) ^ ^ lOJjf 

The pliice, &c. defcribed 9 1037 
Anjwer to him (accufing her as the ag-') 

grejjbrj imputes it to his indulgence^ ^ ^ 
Anfwer to God (the Son) calling her to"^ 

judgment (accufes the ferpent) 3 '^ '^ 

T he J entence pronounced on her 10 19a 
Behaviour and fpeech tg AdamV re-^ 

pulfe of her ^ and her offers of confe- v 10 909 

lotion (accufes herfelf) j 

After-behaviour tiicreoR 10 937 

Reply to his anfu^cr (adwfes, to d\el:)> ^^ ^^ 

their own hands) \ 

ToMmMilingherthtm^\Ur^fm.^\xr^ ^x ^^^^^^ 



I 1*^ B! E'^ i 

T : . Book 

Soliloaw, fomenting the threat wd ex^f ^q 

futft^nfrmParadife ^ " ^^* 

Speech, to htm on quitting it (afe^iduj^ 
> cottji^al refolutionSf and con/oiationV 12 ^lo 
- ent&frmifeofthe Meffiai) j 
Fide Adam. 
Vide SijooSles. . 
ibfening iefcrWd 4 598 

Esoil — ini thought unapprov*d^'-^blamelefs 5 . iiy 
ficferienee >^ tt guide to wi/dom p 807 



f tf/M, unnecejfiry endemours to fipprwe i <. . ^^ 

it, fufpicious S y **40 

f tf//i& i« c/^r/^, Tuith works^ eternal life 12 420 

Laws to force it cenfitr^d 12 515? 

Ab infalUhility againft it 1 2 529 

Fj»<7 (a faculty of the foul) its office S '©^ 

. The eye of the foul ^ 8 460 

ftfOT^ (or glory) the common notion of it! ^gg 

cenfur*d S 

Fate, the will of God 7 I JO 

Fig-'tree, of which Adam, Eve, ire. made 'L _ , _^ , 

jfprons, defcri^d f ^ "^* 

Firmament, the feconddafs creation, defcrih'd j. %6i 

Fijh, part of the fifth dafs creation, dejcrib'd 7 39 1 

Flaming fword in Paradife o« Adam'/,!, ^ 

<Srr. expulfion. thence, defcrib'd 3 " ''^^ 
T/Wip Similes. 
F/W univerjal Vide Noah. 

Freedom^ with the Jofs of it, virtui^'iUQ.'} .^_^ 

degenerates V 



INDEX 



Fne-win offer t id 



Reafen^ tbefamt 

The image of God 
Fruition, carnal, the faffion of it ccnfur*d 8 
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108 
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35» 
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440 
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579 



guardian angels of Paradiff) his fta- > 4 ^4 j 



Gabriel, (the Arch-Angel) chief of the"^ 
angels of Pa) 
tion, ifc. £fcribed _ 

Informed by Uriel ^SatanV defcent there 
Undertakes to deteif him 
His charge to Uzxiel, Ithurlel, and 
Zephon (three other of the guardian 
angels) thereon 
Speech to them^ &c. on their taking, 

and return with, him 
To Satan thereon 
Reply to his anfiOer 
To another 
To another 

Appointed one of the chiefs of the cale- "> 
flialarmyagainft the revolted angels 3 
His prowefsy &c. in the battle 
Glory (or fame) the common notion of it 

cenfured 
GOD the FATHER contcmtlatm^Vu' 
works, &c. ^ , 1 ^ 

Sf^^cA to Cod the Son, on Satan s dc- 
y7£n on the creation, man, ^c. 



4 
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782 




I N D E X. 

Book Line 
Reply to his anjwer 3 168 



Propojes the manner, &c. of falUi 
man^s redemption 



3 203 



383 
680 

224 



u^nfaer to the Son undertaking it 3 274 
Decrees his bodily refurreCiion as God "7 

and man 3 3 3 3 

His (the Father^ s) attributes, &c. 3 372 

Vifibly feen in the Son < i 

Charge to Raphael to warn Adam tf- "> 

gainfl his fall 5 ^ 

Speech to the whole cosleftial hierarchy"^ 

convened at the inauguration of God > § 600 

the Son j 

To the Son on Satan^s^ &c. Revolt thereon 
Army againjt the revolters defcrib'd 
Speech /o Abdiel on his quitting their party 
Appoints Michael and Gabiicl chiefs 7 

of the ccsleflial army 3 

Battle, &c. between them and the re- \ 
volters, deferib'd y 

Appoints God the Son to end it 
Chariot (the Father's) defcrWd 
Speech to the Son, rejblving the crea- ") 
tion of the world 3 

Commits the work to him 

His (the Father's^ omniprefence 

Coodnefsy free 
miljate 

Jnftitution of the fabhath (by God thc"^ 
Fa/^er and Son) the feventh afx^r^ 1 "^^"^ 

//^e/fx days of the creation j ^ 

nejolemnity of it defcrWi T 
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139 
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168 
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588 
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INDEX. 

Bode Line 

Speech (the Father's^ on the guardian^ 

ana els return from Paraalfe ufonV lo 34 

Adzm'sy Sec, fail J 

Appoints the Son judge of it 

Speech to the cxleftialsonSinandDeath's 
entrance into the world thereby 

Promt fe of their dijfhlutiony and reno- 
vation of heaven and earth 

Charge to the angels, touching the 
changes in the creation on thefatt 

Anfv)er to the Son*s intercejjion on A- 
damV repentance 

Speech to the cselefthls, convened at his 
decreeing his expulfion from Paradife 

To Michael thereon 
COD the SO N, at the right hand of\ 
the Father J 

His (the Father's) ejfence, ^c. 

His wordy &c. ' \ 

Jujwer to him on SatanV defgn on the ^ 

creation^ rnan^ &c. 
On bis propofing the manner, 8cc. vf 

man^s redemption 
Undertakes it 

Love to man, and filial obedience 
The fecond Adam 

His merits alone imputative to man i 

His rcfurreCiiony as God and man, decreed 

Equal to the Father 

His (the Son's) attrihuXes 

Jufuier to the father on SaUrT s ,V:^.ren)oU 

TA^imag^ of the Father 
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Anfwer to the Father^ appointing hinT 

to end the battle between the ccsle- 

ftial and revolted angels 
Undertakes it 

His armour, equipagt, &c. defcrib'd 
Speech to the coslejtial army 
Solely attacks the revolters 
Intirely defeats them 

The a^ion and defeat defcfib^d \ 

Returns in triumph 

His perjony equipage, &c. in the work 1 

of the creation dejcrib'd 3 7 192 

Re-afcent to heaven after it 7 ^^^ 

Jnftttution of the Sabbath (by God the'^ 

Father, aud Son) the feventh after C 7 581 
the fix days creation ^ 

Thefelemnity of it defcrib^d 
Anfaer (the Son's) to Adam, on his 

folitude in Paradife 
To his reply 

To another (promifes him a confort) 
Appointed by the Father judge of A 

dam'/ tranfgrejfion (fall) 
All judgment committed to him 
The mercy tf it 
Anfwer to the Father thereon 
Dejcent to Eden 
Call to Adam there 
Reply to his anfuier (accufing E.vO) 
Ta his reply 
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INDEX. 

I 

Sentence pronounced by him on the fir-l 
pent 3 

Explained • 
On Eve 
On Adam 

Clothes them with skins. Sec, 
Re-afcent to the Father ^ and intercef- 1 
fionfor them ^ 

Toe juftice of his fentence 
His interceffion on their repentance 

Vide Mcffiah. 
GOD, Purity of adoration more accept 7 
table to him, than ritual 3 

j4ll good proceeds from y and returns to him 
To be contemplated in the works of thel 
creation 3 

Ails immediate 
The centre of heaven 
His ahfolute decrees 
Omniprefence, goodnefs, &c* 
The fear of him, &c. with lofs ofl 
freedom, degenerates 3 

Particular pre fence 

To obey, love, depend on his providence, 7 
&c. the fum of knowledge 3 

j4nd wifdom 
Gofpel how to be underftood 
Grace of God, man its obje(f, and Devils 7 
eternally excluded from it, why 3 
Man's long refinance of it alone exclufive 
Repentance a fruit of it 
Thefpirits o/tt,and liberty^ conforts 
Cratitude exerted, a dijcharge of \ts deU 
Gunpowder y gunSy &.c. the originalitrocn^'^^ 
fion. a/crib' d to the dcTjil S 

Dijcharge defcrWA 
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H 

Heaven and earthy their final renovation 1 1 1 8p8 
by fire 3 12 547 

j^fter-happinefs therein J \\ 4^3 

Heaven^ the joys ^ &c. of it defer ib'd 3 344 

Pajfage from thence to the world 3 $16 

Its general creation 3 716 

VifUle^ the ftudy of it how necejfary 8 66 

Speculations ofiti motions^ or the earth" Sy ? 

cenfured \ ' 

Hani) fituated, rcfpedin^ the world, ^ .^ .^_ 

^ I (Jo 

Helldeferib^d ^ ^ J|J 

C a 618 

Its pates 2 645 

F/r^ open'd by fin 2871 

/^oty fituatedy refpe^iing heaven^ and') 

the world 3 ^ 

^/Vip Similes. 
Hierarchies of heav'n^ before the revolt 1 

of the fallen angelsy defcrib'd S ^ ^'^ 

Hinnom, the valley of whence calPd > ^ 

Tophet, andGehennz 3 ^^^ 

HOLT GHOST, its effufion, &c. at I 
the creation J 

Defeenty Sec. on the apoftleSy and on all ) ^^ ^^ 

baptized \ 

Promised and ^iven alike lo oil bcVic-ocrs ^-i- ^^ 

Bfi/pitality^ an tncitation to it ^ \ 
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Hymn to light 

To God the Father and Son 
On conjugal love 

On the creation 

Hypocrijy vifible to God alone 
Hypocrites^ Satan thefirft 

Pretenders to fupernatural purity^ &c. 
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744 



Idolatry^ the original rife of it ajfign^d 

Of the pofl-muvian world 
Jealoujyy the lover* s hell 
Immortality of the foul difcufs^d 



Innocence^ the ft ate of it defcrih''d 

Jntelle^ual beings^ a faculty of them 
Invocations^ the author* s 
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Jove (a fair n migel) 

IfrncHtGS, thejior) of their h^ndage^ and? 

dfliuernnce frm itg^^^. related S 

OftSefittlemm of their cml andfa--^^ 

cred mcQmmy m tbe -ujxwerncjs ^ 
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• Eftablifhmeut in Canaan 
Reafon, ufe, &c. of their ritual laws 
Government by judges and kings 
Captivity in Babylon 

Return from thence^ after-dijfenfions^ / 
&c. to the birth of the Meffiah, &c. ( 

Ifis, (a fallen angel) 
Ith Uriel, (a guardian angel of Par adife) 
Deteds S at an* s fir ft attempt on Eve there 4 

K 

Knowledge of good and evil, the tree of 
ity how Jituated 
Defcribed 

Forbidden to Adam S 

Satan* s encomium of it 

EveV \ 

Knowledge (or opinion) the refult ofrea- 1 
fin and fancy 3 

JVithout reftrainty folly < 

Of things necejfary, wiflom 
Knowledge of future events^ the defire oj 1 
it reprehended 3 

Its fum, the I'jve^ f^or^ &c. of God 
In animal creatures after ted 

Vide Similes. 
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Mcdafa tie guard rf it 
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INDEX. 

Leviathan defcrlPd 

Liberty ^ with the lofs of it, virtue^ &c. 7 
degenerates 3 

Adam's fall, the firfl caufe of it 
hibert}\ the fame with reafon 
Life, the tree of it defirib\i 
IVhere fituated 

Life, long, by temperance 

'the great rule of it refpe fling it felf 
Light, hymn to it 

The firfl dafs creation, defer ib*d 
Lightning how produced 
Limbo, or fool* s paradifi, where 
Lion, a beafl of prey, an effeCl ofhdxaCsfall 1 1 
Lroc, conjugal, its praife 

Diflingutfh*dfrom that of an amour 

Lnve confifls in reafon, not pajfion 

Defined 

Infpirits co^leflial, the exprejpon ofit^l 
what, and how 3 

Smiles, the food of love 

Founded in reafon, one end of human life 
Lucifer, Satan, why fo called 

Vide Satan. 
Lufl carnal, the firfl effeCl ^/AdamV, &c./j// p 

The foldce of it 

M 

Mammon (afaWn angel) 

His fpeech in the council calVd by Sa- 7 
tan after their fall 5 

Man fall' n the objeil of grace, -vub^ 
//// lonff refiftance of it alonf exclufijje 
/?eJemption pvopoH by God the Father 
l/aJcrtaken hy Cod the Son 
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INDEX, 

The Son^s merits alone imputative to \ 

him, towards it, how J 

Man created to repair *the lofs of the fall* n ''^ 

angels ^ 

His creation (part of the fixth day*s)\ 

defcrlh^d 
Dominion over the reft 
Love to woman, how confiftent with his'Z^ 

fuperiority j 

The whole creation In little 
Angels his guardians 
His fuperiority over the woman glvenl 

him by God 3 

Purfulng his appetites, disfigures not ? 

God^s Image, out his own 3 

Conformity to the divine will, the true > 

end of his creation 3 

Abfolute dominion over his brethren \ 

(men) an ufurpatlon 3 

Given him by God only over the creatures 
Matches conjugal, the modern cenfured 

RefpeEllng the woman particularly 
Mcdufa, the guard of Lethe 
Mercy, God's fir ft and laft attribute 
Mejfiah promlfed 

The promlfe explained < 

His birth. Sec, and kingdom de/crlb*d 
fVhy called the feed of the woman 
Llfe^ and pajfion 

KeftirreCllon, and mljjion of the apoftles 
Afcenfion, &c. 

Coming to judgment^ See, 
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Book Line 
Michael (the Arch^ Angel) appointed one'^ 

of the chiefs of the cxleftial armj^ 6 44 

againft the revolted angels . j 

His prowefs. Sec. in the hattle 
Speech to Satan encountring bim 
The cmbat defcrihed 
Wounds Satan 
The revo Iters defeated^ incamps on the ? 

field of bat th S 

Prepares to expel Adam, ifc. froml 

Paradife 5 

His appearance^ &c. there defcrihed 
Speech to Adam thereon 
Reply to Eve lamenting the tbreatned\ 

expulfion 3 

To Adam on the fame fuhjeCi 

Difcovers to him (in vifion) whatjbould / 
hoppen to the time of the flood ^ 

The flory of Cain and Abel 
Death with its caufes and variety 
The ft ate rf the antediluvian world? 
{in common) \ 

The flate of it (civile or in propriety') 
The ftory of lE.noQ\i 
Of Noah 
The flood 

Cod's covenant to deftroy the world no 7 

more by water J 

Difcovers to him (relatively) what^ 

jhould happen from the flood to the > 

general refurreSiion 3 

Tf^ patriarchal government 

^imrodV tyranny 

The building and con/ujion at ^^\>^\ 
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INDEX. 

The flory of Cham 

Of Abraham, and the patriarchs 

Of the l^xztMlt^ bondage in Mgf^t^ andl 

deliverance thence j 

Of the fettlement of their civil y and fa- f 

cred economy J in the luildernefsy and > 12 213 

eflablijhment in Canaan j 

Of their various ritual laws, their rea- ? ,^ ^o^ 

/on, ufe, &c. 3 

Of their government iy judge f and kings 
Of their captivity in BabjMon 
Of their return from thence, after dif 

fentiom, the birth and kingdom of 

the Mefiah 

Of his life, pajjion, refurreEiion, mijpon 
of the apoftleSy afcenfion, &c. 

Of the mijjion of the Holy Ghofl, giff ( 
of tongues, and miracles, &c. 

Of the apofllesfuccejfors, (falfe teach- 
ers, &c.) their ambition, innova- ^ 
tlons, &c. the effeils of them, and / 
the Mefiah'^s coming to judgment ) 
His anfwcr to AdamV- refilutions ofy 
future obedience, Zlc, commends, ^^-C ^^ 
vifes him, and warns him to quite ^'' 

Paradife 3 

Leads him and "Ewt out 12 ^37 

Vide Similes. 
Mind, the force of it 
Difcourfe, its food 
Moloch (afalVn angel) 

His fpeech in the comcW call'd b^^^^V^xT^ 
after their fall \ 
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INDEX. 

Defies Gabriel in the battle betweenl 
the cttiefliai and revolted angels 3 

// wounded by him, and files 
Moon, /uppoT*d inhabited by tranflatedl 
faints and middle fpirits 3 

/// ofijice 

Rifing defend d 

Thejfots in it, vapours not yet confeli-l 
dated with its body 3 



Part of the fourth dafs creation 
Receives its light from the fun 
Motion, afpeSs 

Moon andftars, their courfes, influences, &c. 

Moon and planets, their noxious motion, 7 
afpe£is, &c. an efi'eCl of hAznC s fall^ 

Morning in 'heaven defcrih'a 

Morning, natural, defer ib^d < 

Mofes and Aaron their mtjfion to ^gypt 
Mulciber (afaWn angel) 

N 



Night in heaven, defcrib^d 
Night and day in heaven defcriVd 

Night, natural, defcrib'd 



M Adam's fall 
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l^imrod (the firft monarch) his tyranny "> 
Jefcrib'd, and cenfurcd J 

Nifroc\afall'n angel) 

Uss anfwer to Satan in council ojterl^ 
/Ji^jr defeat by the calejlial angeU S 
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INDEX. 

Noah, his reprehenfion of the antedilu- 
vian world 
Building the ark^ &c. 
Entring it^ with hisfamify, the crea- 
tures, &c. 

The flood defcrib'd 

Its abatement, the ark*s refting, &c. 
His defcentfrom it, the appearance of 1 
the rain-iow, &c, 5 

Noon defer ib*d 

O 



Obedience, conjugal, woman^s happinefs, &c.* ^ 4 
Of will, not necejpty, only acceptable to God' 

Old age deferib'd 

Omens ofAdsmCs expulfion from Paradife 

Opinion (or knowledge) . 

Vide Knowledge or Opinion. 

Orbs celeftial, and terreftrial, notions a- 
bout their motions, appearances, &c 
doubtful, and not necejfary to the im- 
provement of happinefs, &c. 

Orus (a fallen angel) 

Ofyris (another) 
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Pandaemonium (the court of hell) defcrib^d i 
Vide Similes, 

4 
4 

Paradife (or the garden ^Eden) defiribed 
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I N D E 

'The eaftern rate (f it 
Guarded fy Gabriel 
The bower ^/^ Adam and Eve tiers 

The parade^ watches^ &c. of the guar 
dian angels in Paradife 

The hill there, from whence Michael^ 

difcovers to Adam in vifion, whatV ii 377 
Jhould happen to the time of the flood j 
Adam and Eve's expulfion from para- 7 ^ . 

dife defcrib'd C " ^^^ 

The flaming f word, &c. guarding the 7 ^ 

eaftgateofit ^ 12 634 

The feat of it deftroy*d by NoahV JW 1 1 829 
Vide Similes. 
Pajfions inordinate, an effe^cf hAiXDiS fall 9 1120 
Patriarchal government, from the flood') 
to NimrodV tyranny 3 

Patriarchs (Abraham*/, ifc.) their ftory , 

related 
Peace, the corruptions of it equal to the^, 

waftes of war 
Peor, <?rChemos, (a fall' n angel) 

PerfS^on in matters fpiritual^ the rife 
cf^it 

Its effe£ls 
Phlegeton (a river of hell) 
Plagues of Mgy^t aefcrib'd 
Planets and moon, their noxious motion,! 
afpe6is,^z. an effc^ of k^ass^s [oVV^ 
Pleq/UrefenfuaU cenfurcd \v W^ 

d^r both, hut for h^'^^ ^ f<*l^ ^ ^^ ^,, 
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Prayer, the efficacy of itsfpirit < J * 

Unavailable a^ainft God^s ahfolute decrees 
Prtdejltnation defined 
Priefts occafion the firfl dijjenfion in the 

Jewijh church andflate 
Profopopoeia, m Eve*i eating the forbid- 
den fruit 
On Adam*/ 

R 
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12 
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311 
III 
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1000 



Rainbow y its fir ft appearance afierSovXi^sHood 
Sign of God* s covenant to deftroy the") 
world no more by water 
Ramiel, Ariel, €nd Arioc (ytf//'« angels) 

vanquiJFd 

Raphael (jhe angel) his defcent to Para- 

dife to warn Adam againft his fall 

His per/on defiribed 

Jnjwer to AdamV invitation to his! 

bower, and entertainment there 3 

Salutation of Eve 

Dijcourfiivith Ad^m on various fubjedls 

OntheperfeSlion, variety, and gradual . 
economy of the creation 

On obedience, as a duty of choice, not 
necepy 

On the revolt and defeat of the falViT 

angels 
Thnce warns him 0ga'tnft S^VixC s t tm^- 
tations 
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INDEX. 

yan^uifies AGnzdzl, and puts him to flight 
On the creation^ &c. 

On the motion^ appearances^ and influ^ 

ences of the cxleftlal and terreftrial 

bodies 
Reply to AdamV account of himfelfon 

his creation^ &c. 
Reph to his queflion concerning love, and 

the exprejpon of it infpirits calejiial^ 
Advice to Adam ai partings and re- 

afcent to heaven 

Vide SimiJes. 

Reafon^ and free-will^ the fame 

The chief faculty of the foul 
. The being of the foul, difcurfme ofl 
men, intuitive of angels 5 

Jn animal creatures 
The law of nature 
Correlative with liberty 
with virtue 
Redemption of man, proposed by Cod the") 
Father 3 

Undertaken by God the Son 
Repentance, the grace of Cod 

Sincere endeavours towards it acceptable 
An a£i of it 
Its efficacy 
Hefrobatioriy the ftate of it 
Reptiles, part ofthefixth day\ creaVionri 
dejiribed ^ 
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Book Line 
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RTVolt^ and defeat of thefaWn angels 

C ^ 89a 

Rimmon (a fallen ^^g^O i ^6j 



Sabbath^ its inftitution^ the feventh^ af) 

fer the fix days creation 3 

The folemnity of it defcrib*d 

Sahation, not only to the fins of Abra- 

hamV loins t hut his faith 
Satan (the prince ofthefaWn angels^ hh \ 
fall from heaven 

Why fo called ^ 

Speech to Belzebub, after their fall 
Reply to Belzebub'/ anjwer 
Jfcent from iell 

His ftature, looks, &c. defcrib^d < 

Speech to Belzebub thereon 
His Jhield defcrib'd 
Hisfpear 

Speech to the other faWn angels 
His ftandard defer.ih*d 
Speech to the fall' n angels re-imhatteVd 
Calls a council 
Speech to them in council 
Undertakes an attempt on the world! 
(the refult of it) 5 

Afcent to the gates of bell 
Speech to Death there 



1 


ySi 


7 


594 


12 


445> 


I 


34 


I 


81 


5 
I 


651 
84 


I 


"57 


I 


192 


I 
4 
S 


193 
985 
70^ 


I 
I 


242 
284 


I 


292 


I 


3'^ 


I 
I 


531 

<S22 


I 


7y* 


2 


II 


2 
2 


430 

4<Jf 


a 


«». 



INDEX. 

Book 

Anpser to Sin^sfpeech 2 

To kef reply i 

Flight into Chaos 2 

Arrival at the court of Chaos 2 

Speech there 2 

Brought fin and death firft into the world 2 

Afcent to lights Sec. I 
Alights on the convex of the world's ? 

outermoft orb \ ^ 

View of the world from the firft ftep tol 

heav*n-gate 3 3 

Defcent to it defcrib'd 3 

Stops at the fun 3 

Difcovers Uriel, tha^agg^l of it, there 3 

Transforms himfelf to a Cherub 3 

Speech to Uriel 3 

Deceives him 3 

// directed by him to the world 3 

And Paradtfe 3 

Altghts on mount Niphates 3 

Soliloquy contemplating the fun 4 

The Jirfl hypocrite 4 

Arrives at Paradtfe 4 

Sits on the tree of life 4 
Soliloquy on view of Adim and Ev« in 1 

Paradife $ 4 

De fiends from the tree of life, and af 7 

Jumes fiveral oflimd fijapes S ^ 

Uftens to AdamV difcourfe with Eve^ 

on God's prohibition of the tree ofy 4 
. knowledge j) 

Soliloquy on the /uljcfl: of it a^ 
ff/Uves thence to temft t bcm U dijobeaietice u^ 
Jiirft attempt in the affnmd, Jbafc oj ax ^^ 
.. imtd, on Eve a^ee^ 
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INDEX. 

Anfiaer to Ithuriel WZcphon, re-1 

prehcnding him thereon 3 

Reply to their anfwer 
Anfwer to Gabriel 
Reply to his anfwer 

To another 
The inaugufation of God the Sort, thel 

occafton of his revolt \ 

Speech to the next fubordinate angel "i 

of his party thereon \ 

The /eat of his hierarchy before his / 

fatl, defcrib'd j" 

Speech to the angels of his hierarchy 2 

thereon ^^C<^^i_Ji 

Reply to AbdielV anfwer y on hisfpeech-^ 

to tht Hierarchs of his party 
His army defcribed 
His pori, and poft there 
Anfwer to Abdiel*/ reply 

Battle between his^ and the cxUftial 
army, dejcribed 

His prowefs in the battle 
Encounters Michael 
Anfiuer to 'Mx^^zVs fpeech thereon 
The combat defcrib'd 
Wounded by hiAt 
Carried off 
His army defeated 
Retreats and calls a council 
Speech in council 
Reply to Nifroc there 
Gives the word for renewing \he l»alUc 
I^^new'd by iiis army, and tfcc /c<^nd") 
^aUU defcrib'd \ 

Cc a 
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INDEX. 

Speech on the cxleftial army*s retreat 

His army* 5 intire defeat and expulfion 
from heaven defcrih^d 

Returns, from compajp.ng the earthy to 

Paradtfe by night in a mift^ in order 

to his temptation 
His circuity &c. defcri^d 
Soliloquy thereon 
Enters the ferpent 
View (in that Jhape)of Ewe 
Soliloquy thereon 
Behaviour to her 
Speech to her 
jfeply to her anjwer 
The difcourfe(J)'ts temptation o/Ev^ tol 

eat the forbidden fruit) continued 3 
Leaves her, after eating it 
His fentence thereon (virtually) fro- 

nounced by Cod the Son 
Returns to hell to avoid his prefence in\ 

Paradife ^ 

Meets Sin and Death upon their journey ^ 

to the world on AdamV, &c. fall I 
Anfwer to Sin*sfpeech lo 383 

Parts with them lO 410 

j^fcends his throne at Pandsemonium 10 443 
Speech to the falVn angels ajfemhled there 10 459 
Applauded with an h'tfs 10 504 

He and they transformed to ferpent 5 lO 510 

Further punifh^d with an illufion of\ 

the forbidden frmX \ '^ ^49 • 

Both annually continued . ->, "^^ '^"^'^ 

//m/?/f(t/je ferpent) dra^dincUxr^Ci^ ^^ 

^f fie qrccnfi.n of *bc Mefiab ^ ^.^^^^^^ 
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Diffolution (with the world) at his com- 1 



Vide Similes. 
Saturn (a fallen angel) 
Scriptures how to fc underftood 
Seajons^ their changes^ reffeding each") 
climes, an effeO of AdsLm*sfall 3 
Serpent de/crih*d 

JJter entered by Satan 
Hts Sentence (Jormally) pronounced hy Godl 
the Sony as the affum^d tempter of Eve 3 
Vide Similes. 
Sideral hlafls, Sec: an efe^of Adam* s fall 
Sin, and Death Vide Death and Sin 

Sin defcrib'd 

Her fteech to Satan, and Death, at 1 
hell-gates 3 

Reply to Satan 
Her birth 
Reply to his anfiuer 
Opens hell-gates to him 
Speech to Death on hd^vcCs fall 
To Satan, (meeting him returning to ^ 
helly) on her and Death* s journey /oV 
the world after it j 

7# Death on their arrival at Paradife 
Reply to Death's anfwer 

Vide Similes. 
Sin original, lujl carnal the fir ft effe^ of it 

Its folace 
Slavery, original of it the inordinacy ofl 
the Pafions i 

The juftice of it, as con/equentia\ on\ 
JtTj/afing from virtue ^ &cc. \ 

Sou/, its faculties 
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Its Immortality difcufs^d lo 782 

Spirits, tkeir effence, and pTwer < ' ^^ 

Their inv'tfthle exiflencc on earth 4 677 
The eleO, their hymn to Cod thi Fa-l 

ther, and Son 3 3 37* 

Material, &c. faculties infpirits < ^ |°^ 

Vital, animal, and intelleilual fpirltsl « 

progrejftve from material nutrition 3 
Their exiflence in life, sntelleCi^ Jbape^ 5 ^ 

&c. defined 5 ^ ^44 

Spring perpetual within the tropics, but / >. © 

5/j/ /, /^Wr places, appearances, &c. 3 5^5 

Fed hy the air $ 417 

P^r/ 0/* the fourth da/s creation 7 357 

Receive their light from the fun 7 364 

Vide Similes. 

Stars, and Mocn, their courfeSy influences y &c. 4 6di 

Storms, &c. j/z <?/^(f? ^ A^zm'sfall 11 69^ 

Styx, tf river of hell 2 577 

Sun, its appearance, place and power 3 57 1 

Brightnefs defcri^d 3 fpi 

Orb fed by exhalations from the grojfer 5 423 

Pjr/ ^Z" the fourth dafs creation 7 354 

The fountain of light 7 364 

f 4 3P 

4 519 

Setting defcrib'd i 4 590 

I 8 630 
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/ts annual courfe. froducing mtenfc >)eat^ 

• i7;7rfcoW, an egca of Kd^^ foil \ ^ ^^ 
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// / oblique motion from the equinoBialy 7 
from the fame caitfe • 3 

Vi(h Similes. 
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Teachers (falje) of the chriftian religion^ 1 v 

defer iL^ a ^ ^ 

Temperance t the effeSl of it long life 11 5-30 

Thammuz or Adonis (afaiPn angel) i 446 

Thunder, an effe^i of A^2im*s fall 10 666 

Time, re/'pe6ling eternitji, defined 5* 5 80 

Titzn (a fall *n angel J i 510 

Tradition cenfur^d 12 511 
Tree of life Fide Ltk. 

Of knowledge ViJt Knowledge. 

Truth, fiiffering for it, fortitude, &c. 1 2 5-69 

Tyranny, Nimrod'/, defer tb*d, and cenfured 12 24 

Orignte of it , the inordinaey. vf the paffions 12 86 
No excufe of the tyrant (tnci* juj} in 7 . 

confequence on thefuhjeB) 5 ^ ^ ^^ 
Tyrants, their plea for conqueft, &c. com* } 

par*dmth Satan V/r/? attempt on man 3 ^ ^^^ 

Twilight defcrib*d' 4 598 

V 

Vacuity, God's omniprefence an argument! ^q 

again/lit 3 " '^^ 

Valour, Cor heroic virtue,) the common ) ^qq 

notion of it cenfur'd ' ^ 1 1 6S» 

Virtue, &c. w///; lofs of freedom degenerates 11 797 

Reafon, and virtue, the fame la ^^ 

Union conjugal Vide coii'^u^^V \irAQ\^% 

Uriel, (the angel of the fvLXi^ ' % ^"^ 

i5f7/ ^>3/w^r /o Satan '^ X^V 
C c i\ 
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Direifs him to the world 
j4nd Parad'tfe 

Defcends thither himfilfl and informs ' 
Gabriel of Satan'/ fre-defcent ^ 
Encounters Adramelec (jsfdVn angel)] 
wounds and puts him to flight 

Vide Simile^. 
Uzziel (a guardian angel of Paradife) 4 782 
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JVar^ property the original of it 

The corruptions of peace equal to its wafles 
Waters feparated from the earthy part ofl 
the third dafs creation 3 

yide Similes. 

Wife, her duty in danger, diftreft &c. < 

JVind, the tempefluous power ofity an ef'\ 
fea of Adiim's fall $ 

JVifdom, the fum of it, the love, &c. of God 
Wolves t (or faJfe teachers) the apoftles 7 
fuccejfors, defcrtb*d 5 

Woman, conjugal obedience herhappinefs, &c. 
Man^s love towards her, how confiftent 7 
with his fuperiority 5 

Two of her loveliefl qualities 
The effeCi of leaving her to her own will 
His fuperiority over her, given him by 

God 
A novelty, defe£l of nature, &c. (far- -> 
caJUcally) \ 

The advantage of her /ocial, wer \)cr-|^ ^^ ^^^ 
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Every way the caufe of marCs tnlfery 
(farcafttcally) 
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Works ^ with faith in Chrift^ eternal life 12 
World f the convex of its outermoft orb aefcriVd 3 
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By whom pojfefl ( farcaftically ) i 

The creation of the worlds committed! 

by Cod the Father, to God the Son^ ^ 
Befcrib'd ^ 7 

Situation of it, refpeding heaven and hell 10 
Vide Earth. 
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Z ^phon (a guardian angel of Paradi/e) 4 
Reprehends Satan V/r/? attempt on Eve ") 

there j ^ 

Reply to his anjwer 4 

Zophiel (j Cherub) 6 

Alarms the cxleftial army, on the ap- 7 ^ 

proach c/" Satan'/ to renew the battle 3 
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Adam and Eve, tf//^ their fall, com-') 

par'd to the Americans, asfirftfeen C 

by Columbus S 

Their repentance — ^to Deucalion ancT) 

PyrrhaV addrefs to reftore human 

race after their food 

Adam carefmg Eve — to Jupiter withi 

Juno (May-Jhowers) 

His addrefs to her fleepin^ 
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De fires h know ibcflory ofthecreatton^ 1 

frkr /• h'ts own — to tbirft und- > 7 66 

ia/dt increaftng S 

Awak*d after carnal fruition^ thefirftf 

effed of his fall-^ to Sampfon jborn \ 9. \ 059 

hy Daiilah S 

Sorrow on the vifion of }^ozh*sfioo<L^'S 

to a fat her* s mourning bis children^ 11 75^ 

all aeflrofd in his view at once j 
Angels cxleflial^ thefpears (oftheguar-'\ 

dians of Paradtfe) — to ears ofv 4 p8o 

corn ripe for reaping j 

Their march againft Satan'/ arny — ^ 

to that of the birds in Paradtfe /o V 6 72 

receive their names from Adant 3* 
Their hallelujahs — to the found of feos 10 ^42 
{^Appointed to expel Adam, isc, from'^ 

Paradtfe) — their faces to a imbU> 11 jaS 

Janus (four) j 

Their eyes — to thofe of Argus 1 1 1 29 

Their appearance t her e^ to the angelsl 

appearing to Jacob in Mahanaim 3 ' ^'^ 

— To thofe in Dothan againfl the kin^l r 
ofjyuz- ^j " »'^ 

Their motion — to an evening mi ft- la 6aS 

Angels fall' a (or infernal) — to autumnal 1 

leaves 3 ' ^ 

— To floating feafedge after a ftorm i 304 
Roufing at Satan V command — to cc/p-1 

t'tnels waking from fleep on duty \ ^ 33* 
Imbatteling — to the JEgyptiza plague f^ 

oflocujh t * 5^^ 

— To the irruptions 0/ the nor\\>«Tti\ ^ 
Marhrians ^ 
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Their dlfpofitlon to engage-- to that of) 

the heroes of antiquity 3 ^^^ 

With them — ths great eft armies in all " 

ages fince the creation— pigmies 
Them/elves — to oaks or pines blafted 
Their fear chin g, ^Lcfor the materials'^ 

of PaDclaemonium — to pioneers in- v 1 (^7 5 

trenching^ &c. . j 

Their manner of rai/ing it — to the 2 

wind of an Organ d ' ^ 

j^Jfembitng thereat — to bees i 7^8 

— To pigmies I 780 

-^To fairies 1 78 1 

Their applaufe of Mammon* s Jpeech^ 

in council— to the hollow wind after > ft 28^ 

a florm j 

Their rifing from council —to thunder"} ^ 

afar off 3 

Their pleafure on the refult—to the) «« 

evening fin after afoul day ^ ^ 

Their after various purfiits, pajjions^ ^ 

&c. to the Olympick or Py- > 2 530 

iKiajigames j 
To the Phanomena of armies in } 

the clouds S * "' 

To Hercules on Oeta 2 543 

Their numbers compoftng SataaV army 7 

againft the celeftial — to the ftars 3 ^ -^^^ 
■ To the dew-drops j 74 d 

Their applaufe o/* Satan V reply to Ab-7 

^\t\ — to the found of deep waters 3 5 ^7^ 
Throned together after their entire j 

defeat by Cod the Son — to a bcrd^ ^ "^S^ 

ef goats ^ 
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the frontiers of hell during Satan V 
expedition to the world — to the 
Tartar*/ flight before the Rufs — 
and the Peman from the Turk — 
vtafttng the Intermediate country 

Transformation to ferpents — to thofel 
fprungfrom the GorgonV bloody ficcX 

Their appearance on the tree llluftve of^ 
the forbidden fruit — to the fnaky C 
hair of Megaera (one of the furiesy^ 

The fruit ^ to the apples of Sodom 
Chaos, Atoms, their motion-— to the LIO 
byan quickfand ^ 

Confufion there — to ftorfnlng a town 
'To heaven and earth (fuppos^d)l 
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\thy and Sl/tf 

over Chaos to the worlds 



Death, and Sin, their making a bridge' m 
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winds y driving the ice together inC 

the (fuppos^d) north-eafl pajfage J 

The work^to Incpiune's fxing the Ifle 7 

(9/*Delos ' 

To Xerxes making a bridge over \ 

the Hellefpont K 

Death^s injllnd of Adam'/ fall-^ to the^. 

flight of birds of prey to a field of\ 

battle 

His and SztSiXi^s frowns on each other — ' 

to two thunder-clouds meeting I 

Eve — her hair — to the vine's tendrils" 

Her looks — to thefir^ hkjh ^(morning 

lierjelf to Patvdox^ 
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— To Pales or Pomona 9 393 

-;— To Ceres 9 39^ 
^tfr temptation by Satan — alluded to ^ 

nome S 

Flaming Jword in Paradife, on Adam'/^ " 

W Eve'j expulfiott thence — to a> 12 ^32 

//J ^#tf/, &c. to the Libyan air 12 ^34 

i?>// — /o mount iEtna Cw Sicily) I 230 

— To/^tf ^<?i^or/tfitfSerbonis(/iiPaleftine) 2 592 

Knowledge, the defire of it — to a thirfil ^^ 

unallafd, increapng 3 

Michael, ^'z cow^tff with Satan— /<? two \ 

Planets (the frame of nature, fup- t ^ ^ ,^ 
fos'd, dtJfolv*d) rujhing in oppofition r ^ 

to each other ) 

Appearance tQ expel .Adam, Sec. from^ 

Paradife — to a man in a military > il 239 
veft, &c. J 

Pandacmonium (or the court of hell) its} ^ " 

fuddenrife — to an exhalation X ''® 

Paradife, the air of it — to the effluvia}^ 
from Arabia Foelix at fea 3 

Itsfelf — to the field of Eroi^ (/^Sicily) 
To the grove of Dzphne, ^c. (Jn Theffaly) 
— 7(7 the ifie of Nyfa, (where Bac- \ 
chus was brought up) 3 

— - To mount Amara (in Ethiopia) 
.^ — To the gardens of Adonis 
— 6f Alcmous 
— (^J/* Solomon 
Raphael, his view of the lOorU in bis de-"^ 
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— Of Dclos or Samos from the Cy- 7 
ciades (ifles) 5 

Himfelf — to a Phtmx 

' To Mercary 

Satan — to Briareus, Typhon and the ^ 
Leviathan (^ 

— To the Jim riftng in a mifl 
— In ecUpfi 

— To the longeft tfain of a comet 

— To hiount Teneriff or Atlts 
Hisjhieid — to the moon 

His fpear — to a mafl 

His pandard — to a meteor 

The Phosnomenon of his a/cent to heil- 

gates — to a fleet in the Offin 
Hts and Death's frowns on each other 

— to two thunder-clouds meeting ^ 
Flight to the court o^ Chaos — to a ury^ 7 

phon'*s in the wilder nefs 3 

Towards hedven — to (jhe Jhip^ Argo, > 

thro^ the Thracian Bofphorus J 
— To UlylTesV voyage between Scylla 

and Charybdis 
Arrival at lights &c. — to a weather- 
beaten ve^el towards port 
— On the convex of the world* s outer - 

moft orb — to avmture Ceehng his prey 
Firfl view of the world — to afcout*s 

cafual profped {after a dangerous 
journey) of a new country or city 
^—^Qftie pan orbs— to tbe\U%mn 

srardens^ &c. , . , 

jippearance \n thefm's ^^-}^^^Xr^ 
In it difffTingfrm all apmomtcal 

ci/?rvations 
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I N D E X. 

Meditation on his Intended attempt en 

the world — to a gun recoiling 
Jnparadlfe—to a wolf preying onafai 
^—To a thief breaking in at ahoufe-topy^c, 
— To a tiger In view of a brace of fawn 5 
Deteded by Ithuricl there ■— to gun- ~ 

powder taking fire 
Reprehended by Zephon — to afteed 

relfCdy In a fret 
His army agalnft the OEleJHais In num- 
ber — to the ftars 
— To the dew-drops 
Their applaufe of his reply to Abdiel— 7 

to the found of deep waters 3 

Hlmfelf recoiling on a blow received ^ 
from Michael — to a mountain fink-^ 6 193 

Ing by an earthquake j 

His combat with Michael— to two Pla- 1 

nets (the frame of nature^ fippos% ^^ ^ 

dljfolv^d ) rujhing in oppofitlon toi 3*^ 

each other J 

View (In the fer pent) ofParadlfe and \ 

Eve there — to a citizen* s taking ( 

the air in the country from his home- ^ ^ ^^^ 

confinement . 7 

Shape {transformed to a/erpent') on his') 

return to hell after the temptation— ^ 10 J2^ 

to theferpent Python j 

His tempting Eve — alluded to by thel g 

ftory of Ophion and Eurynome 3 ' ^' 

Serpent^ that entered by Satan — to thofeS 

Hermione and Cadmus were trans-^ <). S^H 
Jbrm'd to ^ 
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— 7i thofe hy Jupiter Ammon, andl q ( 

Capitoiinus | P 50» r 

His motion, wrtathings, &c. — to the^^ I 

work of a ]h\p in fit fling winds, &c . t" ^ ^ ' ^ 
His creft {preceding Ymc to the forbid' ^^ ^ \ 

den tree) — to an exhalation flaming \ ^ 34 

Hisaddrefs introducing the temptation^ j 

— to that of an orator of the Athc- v p 6^0 \ 
nlan or Roman commonwealths j 
Sin. her middle parts — to the(fuppos*d)1 ^ ^^^ 
dogs of ScyWz S ^^ 

— Of the night-hag " a 662 

Spears — to ears of corn ripe for reaping 4 p8o 
Stars, their orhs\ — to the Hefperian? ^o i 

gardens, &c. 3 ^ ^ 

Sun^ liis courfe turned at AdamV, &c. 5 

^ftdting the forbidden fruit — as at^ 10 688 
the banquet of Thyeftcs j 

Uriel, his defcent from the fun on Para- ) 

dife — to a fiooting ftar ^ 4 55S 

Waters, their flux into feas. Zee, on the? 

creation to drops en dufl 3 ^ ^^^ 

— To armies forming themfelvcs onl 
found of trumpet 3 7 2p4 
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